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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

           January 1, 2017 | The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

  
 

 Please note: there is no 5:30PM Mass on Sunday, January 1.  



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during 
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the  
presider.  
 
MONDAY, January 2, 2017 
5:30 PM Bernice Trotochaud † 
 
TUESDAY, January 3, 2017   
5:30 PM Anna Bazoor †   
  
WEDNESDAY, January 4, 2017 
5:30 PM John and Maggie Rodrigues †  
  
THURSDAY, January 5, 2017 
5:30 PM Patrick J. McHale † and  
               Harriette Norman †     
  
FRIDAY, January 6, 2017 
5:30 PM Veronica Marie Larson †  
 

 
 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In  
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 
 
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex 
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for 
Eucharist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior 
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to 
bulletin@stmga.org.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

A couple of things to share on this 
New Year’s weekend: 
 
First, I thank those many  
parishioners and staff who had a 
hand in our wonderful parish 
Christmas celebration.  These  
include: liturgy staff members, Joe 
Messina and Caleb Houck; all 
those who served as cantors,  
musicians, choir members, lectors, 
Eucharistic ministers, altar servers, 
and ushers;  those who decorated the church and  
narthex, especially Maggie Ericson and Dwi and Myrna 
Hardjono; Ashley Hess and Jen Dalmy who led the  
children through the Christmas pageant; all our teachers 
and catechists who in the weeks leading up to December 
25 helped parents teach their children the true meaning 
of the Christmas holiday; and those parishioners,  
including our parish youth, who participated in our 
Christmas giving and service activities.  In each one of 
you, the Risen Jesus is present and active even now in our 
world. Thank you! 
 
Second, a couple weeks ago on a Sunday afternoon,  
parishioner Steve Carney invited me to his home in Druid 
Hills.  Steve co-coaches our eighth grade STM basketball 
team.  Steve told me that the boys on the team had just 
finished a service project that afternoon and were  
gathering at his house for pizza.  He asked if I would talk 
to the boys about the notion of Christian service. 
 
I gladly agreed to help.  As I made my way over to the 
Carney home, I wondered what to say and how the boys 
might respond.  What would they make of their service 
project?  Would they feel awkward or self-conscious in 
talking about it?  Would I have to prompt them to share 
their experience?  Would their answers sound sincere, or 
would they sound memorized? 
 
When I arrived, 10 boys were shooting hoops in the  
Carney driveway.  We exchanged a brief greeting, and 
they returned to their game.  I went inside the house and 
chatted with Steve and two of the other co-coaches, Ed 
Deiser and Lee Harrison, while we waited for the pizza to 
be delivered.  When the food arrived, the boys trooped in 
and helped themselves.  I gave them a few minutes to eat 
and then initiated a conversation about the service  
project they had just completed. 
 
To my delight, the boys responded with enthusiasm and 
without hesitation.  They said they had spent the  
afternoon preparing food packages for shipment  
overseas to Haiti to feed persons who would otherwise 
go hungry.  They were animated, and they were clearly 
pleased with their service. 
 
 

I asked the boys why they had done this.  Several of the 
boys quickly said that they were very fortunate compared 
to most people in the world, that they and their families 
had received so much, and that they now wanted to 
share with those who have almost nothing.  There was 
not even the slightest suggestion that they were doing 
this out of any obligation or to accumulate the  
community service hours required of them by their 
schools.  They clearly had done this out of love. 
 
I then asked whether their service had anything to do 
with Jesus and his Gospel?  Again, without hesitation, the 
boys responded, one after another: “Jesus asks us to love 
one another,” “We are following the Gospel,” “Jesus wants 
us to feed the hungry,” and “We are the hands of Jesus.”  
They made it clear that they believed that Jesus was  
active in their service to the poor and hungry.   
 
I was thrilled to hear them describe their service in these 
terms.  I asked the boys how they had come to believe 
this.  They said that Mr. Andy Scantlebury, their religion 
teacher at STM School, had taught them this, and that 
they had heard this lesson in Sunday homilies at STM.  I 
suggested to them that they had surely heard this first 
from their parents in their homes. 
 
This exchange with the boys, which didn’t last more than 
a few minutes, reassured me that our young people have 
incorporated the Catholic understanding of “Church” and 
“sacrament.”  We are the Church.  We are the ones in 
whom and through whom Jesus continues to love the 
world in this time and place on behalf of the Father.  Our 
actions as Church – “sacraments” broadly understood – 
are those places in which the Risen Jesus can be  
encountered and experienced.  In these boys’ service to 
the poor and hungry, Jesus makes himself known and 
felt. 
 
It is exciting to know that this central message of the  
Gospel is being heard and put into practice here at St. 
Thomas More. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
Contact: Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or  
404-378-4588 ext 119 
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY 

Adult faith formation wants to hear from you!  Please take 
a moment to take the brief survey, so we can serve you the 
parishioner better! 
tinyurl.com/j4mo6zu  
Or find the link on our parish website. 
 
 

MAGIS LEADERSHIP FORMATION PROGRAM 

Parishioners Invited to Participate in the Magis Leadership 
Formation Program. It is a structured and creative way for 
lay men and women to engage more deeply in Ignatian 
spirituality, learn about the Jesuit mission and ways of  
proceeding, and meet other committed lay colleagues on 
the East Coast. The eighteen-month program consists of 
four 2-day seminars, one retreat, regular reading, personal 
reflection and prayer. 
 
A new cohort will be forming in Spring 2017. Seminar dates 
and locations for the new cohort: 
 
March 24-26, 2017 -- Loyola on the Potomac, Faulkner, MD 
October 19-21, 2017 -- Jesuit Center, Wernersville, PA 
March 23-25, 2018 -- Loyola on the Potomac, Faulkner, MD 
October 18-20, 2018  -- Jesuit Center, Wernersville, PA 
 
Cost is $1,000 and includes room and board for four 2-day  
seminars and all materials. (Cost of the retreat is not  
included).  STM will share the cost of this program with any  
interested parishioner.  For more information, contact  
Fr. Mark or Fr. Pat. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Tues Jan 3 RENEW Bible Study  1:30 PM Parish Library  

Tues Jan 3 RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room  

Thurs Jan 5 Cancer Sewing Group 9:00 AM St. Julie Rm 

Thurs Jan 5 Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym 

Sat Jan 7 Baptism Class 10:00 AM Parish Library 

Sat Jan 7 Epiphany Potluck 6:30 PM Mulhern Hall 

Sun Jan 8 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM  

Sun Jan 8 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM  

Mon Jan 9 Walking With Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern 

Tues Jan 10 RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room  

Thurs Jan 12 Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym 

Sun Jan 15 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM Library 

Sun Jan 15 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM 

Mon Jan 16 Walking with Purpose 7:30 PM Mulhern 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

LITURGY NOTES 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD 
Our increasingly secular society may be done with  
Christmas shortly after December 25th, but the church 
isn’t. This past week on December 26th we celebrated 
the feast of St. Stephen the Martyr. The feast of St. John 
the Evangelist on the 27th and on December 28th we 
celebrate the feast of the Holy Innocents. The Holy  
Innocents were those children in Bethlehem who were 
massacred by Herod in his attempt to wipe out all first-
born male babies in an effort to eliminate the Baby Jesus. 
Since the sixth century, these children have been  
considered martyrs by the Church. However the murder 
of innocent children continues even into the twenty-first 
century. Let us pray. Let us Act. The feast of the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph usually celebrated on 
the Sunday between Christmas and January 1, was 
moved to Friday December 30th this year.  The  
conclusion of the Christmas season occurs on January 
9th with the Baptism of the Lord which follows The 
Epiphany of the Lord on January 8th.  
 
Elaine Rendler- McQueeney….Todays Liturgy.  

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  
 

 Lifeteen resumes on Sunday, January 8th, 2017.   

 Next XLT is Tuesday, January 10th at All Saints Catholic Church.  

 7 Bridges service project is Saturday, January 14, 2017.  Signup coming soon! 

 The REQUIRED Confirmation Retreat for 10th graders is Sunday, January 15, 2017 from 2:00-7:00 PM at Ignatius 
House and includes mass & dinner.  Drop off and pickup is at Ignatius House. 

 Last Confirmation class is Sunday, January 29th @ 3:15 PM in the St. Julie Room.  Entrance is through the parish li-
brary. 

 
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
 

 EDGE resumes on Sunday, January 8th, 2017. 

 NET retreat is Friday Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM 

 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of 
fun, music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG!  

PARISH GIVING 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
We have been publishing the weekly Sunday collection 
totals in this space for many years.  However, as  
parishioners more and more shift to “on-line” giving and 
away from making a weekly Sunday offering (this is a very 
good thing), the Sunday collection totals become less 
meaningful since they do not truly reflect parishioner 
contributions.  For this reason, we will no longer publish 
the Sunday collection totals in each bulletin.  Instead, we 
will publish a summary financial report in the bulletin 
each quarter. These quarterly reports will provide  
parishioners with a more useful measure of parish  
financial performance.   

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

A new years resolution  

is something that goes  

in one year and out  

the other.  

THANK YOU, STM PARISHIONERS 

Mr. Richard Haaland, President of the Board of Directors 
of the Cornelia de Lange Syndrome (CdLS) Foundation, 
Inc., recently sent a note thanking STM parishioners who 
volunteered at a recent CdLS fundraising event.  Mr. 
Haaland wrote: "This year Elaine Phillips helped spread 
the word to bring members of the St. Thomas More 
community to serve as volunteers for our 5k Run/Walk 
fundraising event.  A number of young people and adults 
braved the cold weather to help with the logistics of the 
day giving us the opportunity to connect with families 
and help share awareness about CdLS with  
runners.  The success of the 5k Run/Walk is directly tied 
to the volunteers from STM.  We are deeply grateful for 
the help of Elaine and the STM community."  

7th and 8th Grade 
1st - Mary Brady  
2nd - Ellie Ballew  
3rd - Elizabeth Wood  

1st, 2nd and 3rd Grade 
1st - Abigail Stafford  
(only entry)  

4th, 5th and 6th Grade 
1st - Maddi Kowalewski  
2nd - Olivia Stafford  
3rd - Poppy Malvestiti  

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
Knights of Columbus Poster Contest Results 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
EPHIPHANY POTLUCK 

Come celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany by attending 
STM’s First Pot Luck of 2017! Saturday, January 7th in  
Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 PM Mass. Entertainment will be 
provided by Myrna Hardjorno’s dance group. Bring a dish 
that will serve 10—12  
 

A TO G SIDES (POTATOES, VEGGIES, ETC.) 
H TO M DESSERTS 
N TO Z SALAD 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The Three Wisemen  
 

ADORATION OF THE EXPOSED SACRAMENT  

Adoration of the Exposed Sacrament will resume  
Tuesday, January 3rd after the 5:30 PM Mass. The Chapel 
will be open every day for private prayer. 
 

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
Parish Offices will be closed through Monday, January 
2.  The offices will reopen on Tuesday morning at 9:00 AM. 
 

S FACTOR UPDATES  
The STM S Factor is a group 
of active seasoned adults 
that gather for service,  
social and sharing activities. 
Twice a year, at Christmas 
and in the Spring, they bring 
cheer to residents in  
assisted living/nursing 
homes and the home-
bound. They recently gave 
of their time and treasure to 
visit 46 parish shut ins!  In 
2017 the S Factor hopes to 
include a Veterans service 
project. For information on 
how to join this ministry, 
contact Cass Catroppa at  
404-377-6944 or ccassiecat@aol.com.  
Photo caption: Alicia Carew visits 101 year old Connie Senerchi 
at Regency House.  
 

STM FAMILIES/MORE MOMS 
We are a group of STM moms who encourage each other 
in our calling as parents while closer to Christ and his 
Church. Please check us out on Facebook for more exciting 
things to come in the New Year.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MoreMoms/ 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
Looking For a Way to Include God In Your Relationship? Find some new ideas on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. 
The Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is 44 hours where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores and 
phones…and focus on each other (the way it all began). This weekend can help you find greater depth, growth and enrichment 
in your relationship. The next Weekend is scheduled for February 24-26 at the Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get 
more information or apply online at GATNwwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  
 

MLK JR. WEEKEND CELEBRATION 

The Office of Intercultural and Ethnic Diversity invites you to the 2017 MLK Jr. Weekend Celebration, taking place on  
January 12, 14-15, 2017. The theme for this year’s celebration is taken from Colossians 3:15, “As Members of One Body, You 
Were Called to Peace.”  
Young Adult Celebration – January 12, 2017 at 7:30 PM at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church. Guest Speaker: Kathy Montag, 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Capacity Building Specialist for the Archdiocese of Atlanta 
Eucharistic Celebration – January 14, 2017 at 1:00 PM at Catholic Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Principal Celebrant and 
Homilist: Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory, Archbishop of Atlanta. 
Youth Celebration – January 15, 2017 at 3:00 PM at St. Peter Claver Regional Catholic School. In collaboration with the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul Georgia, the Office of Intercultural and Ethnic Diversity also invites guests to bring canned goods or gently 
used clothing, which will be collected at all of the events. 
 

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND PROGRAM 

Is your marriage going down the right road...or is it a little off track?  Life can be difficult, and so can the challenges you face in 
marriage. 
Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you already separated? Looking for a better way? Retrouvaille can help and 
offers hope for a better relationship.  Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help you learn the tools of 
healthy communication, build intimacy and heal, just as they have done in their own marriages. Retrouvaille is Christian-based, 
and Catholic in origin, but welcomes couples of all faiths as well as non-religious couples.  Retrouvaille can help get your rela-
tionship back on track.  For more information about our upcoming Retrouvaille Weekend program, January 13th – 15th, 2017 for 
couples, contact: Zack & Heather 317-691-2258 or visit our website:  HelpOurMarriage.com 
 

mailto:ccassiecat@aol.com
http://stanthonyatlanta.org/
http://www.catholicshrineatlanta.org/phpMap/main.php
http://www.spc-school.org/


POPE FRANCIS’ DECEMBER PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Christian Unity 
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching 
by striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore 
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
challenges facing humanity. 
 

REPORT ON THE STM ADVENT PRAYER SERVICE 
Many thanks to Anh Phillips and Angie Petroni for  
leading parishioners in the December 19 Advent Prayer 
service.  The service was beautifully done, very gentle 
and reverent, and inspiring.  Anh and Angie are both 
members of the Parish Council at STM.  By leading the 
community’s prayer, they demonstrated not only their 
commitment to leadership at STM, but also the nature 
and implications of their baptism. 
 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS 
Walter Ciszek, SJ  -  (1904-1984)  
 
Walter Ciszek was an American-born priest who is known for 
his missionary work in the Soviet Union during and after 
World War II. He was eventually arrested by the KGB and  
considered a spy. He endured years of captivity in labor 
camps, and, later, anonymously worked in Siberian towns, 
often in grave danger. He was released and returned to the 
United States in 1963, after which he wrote two books,  
including his memoir With God in Russia. Ciszek spent his  
remaining years working and lecturing at the John XXIII Center 
at Fordham University, counseling and offering spiritual  
direction to those who visited him. 
 
Question: 
Can I live a life of commitment with joy and courage? 

Prayer: 
May the vocationally restless persevere in listening to the Holy 
Spirit and be inspired to commit themselves to Jesus in the 
great work of the kingdom. 
 

Walter Ciszek, pray for us. Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com 
to learn more about Matteo Ricci and other Jesuit Saints. 

STM STUDENTS TAKE TOP AWARDS IN MLK JR. 

POSTER AND ESSAY CONTEST 

STM students took 1st Place in the Archdiocese of  
Atlanta Martin Luther King, Jr. Poster and Essay  
Contest. Congratulations to 7th grader, Mary Claire 
Morrison, winner of the essay contest and 4th grader, 
Aran Alvillar, winner of the The Chancery's Choice 
Poster and Overall Poster (tied for 1st place). These 
students will be recognized on January 15, 2017 at the 
MLK Celebration at St. Peter Claver. We're so proud of 
our winners! 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our 8th graders helped pack up gifts for 10 families from 
Catholic Charities Atlanta who needed help this Advent 
season. Each grade worked together to provide a Merry 
Christmas for a family. Along with the gifts, STM school 
students are praying for these families.  


