
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         January 6, 2019—Epiphany  

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 BUILDING COMMUNITIES OF WELCOME  
For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the United States has  
celebrated National Migration Week, which is an opportunity for the Church to 
reflect on the circumstances confronting migrants, including immigrants,  
refugees, children, and victims and survivors of human trafficking. As a parish, 
we want to continue honoring the way immigrants and refugees have not only 
enriched our country, but also our parish, by highlighting the personal stories 
of many STM parishioners and families. If these stories prompt a desire to get 
connected to service and advocacy opportunities with this community, please 
see ways to take further action in the social justice section of the bulletin on 
page 7.  
 
 
 
         The following story was written by STM parishioner, Darija Pichanick. 

 
 
This past December 2nd marked the beginning of 
Advent. It also marked 25 years since I left my  
war-ravaged country of Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
seek medical help for my sick mother. At the time, 
we didn’t know we would be leaving our homeland 
for good. Though my migrant story was born out of  
violence and despair, and passed through the  
challenges of immigration and life in a new country, 
it is ultimately a story of kindness, welcome and  
community. It is a story of room in the inn.  

Continued on page 4. 

 

Fr. Tim, 61, is a native of Nashville, Tennessee. He  
entered the Jesuits in 1989 and was ordained a priest in 
1999. His previous assignments have included: Parochial 
Vicar at St. Peter's Church in Charlotte, North Carolina; 
Director of Loyola Retreat House in Faulkner, Maryland; 
teacher of economics and ethics and director of retreats 
at Gonzaga College High School in Washington, DC; and 
Treasurer (CFO) of the Maryland Province of the Society 
of Jesus. 

STM WELCOMES FR. TIM STEPHENS, S.J. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, January 7                       Carol Devlin † 

Tuesday, January 8                       Mary McCreary † 
    Veronica Marie Larson † 

Wednesday, January 9                 Anthony Wetzel † 

Thursday, January 10                   Dolores Geary † 

Friday, January 11                         Gwen Kelly † 
 

 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name to 
these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Tues., Jan. 8  Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library 
   MORE Youth Bus to XLT—6:30 PM 
    
Wed., Jan. 9  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM—Family Room  
   EDGE Summit Bible Study—7:00 PM—Youth Room 
   Knights of Columbus 4th Degree—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
 
Thurs. Jan. 10  Youth Group Adoration in the AM—7:30 AM—Chapel 
   Social Justice Movie Night: Human Flow—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
 
Fri. Jan 11  S Factor Tai Chi—11:30 AM—Church 
       

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 

Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J.,  Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 

Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 

Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a 
parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email 
it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during  
normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
The Church’s Christmas season is 
almost over (it officially ends next 
Sunday when we remember the  
Baptism of Jesus), but it is not too 
late to acknowledge and thank those 
many persons who had a hand in 
making our Christmas celebrations 
so beautiful and inspiring. 
 
As she has done for the past several Christmases, Maggie 
Erikson led several volunteers in decorating the church and 
narthex area.  She and they always do a wonderful job.  
Several of our Life Teen and Edge kids assisted with the 
decorating and preparing the gym for Christmas Eve Mass.  
Ashley Hess and Monica LaBelle organized, rehearsed, and 
led the Christmas Children’s Choir and Pageant.  No one 
can doubt that that was hard work.  Brad Meyer led the 
STM Adult Choir and instrumentalists.  Darija Pichanick and 
Patricia Weaver managed our annual Christmas Giving 
Tree program, seeing that more than 500 needy persons in 
the Atlanta area received Christmas gifts from STM  
parishioners.  Cass Catroppa and the S Factor folks  
delivered many of these gifts to our homebound  
parishioners in the days just before Christmas.  Richard 
White and David Pilliod saw to it that our Eucharistic  
Ministers visited hospitalized and homebound persons 
over the holidays, offering them our love and support and 
the Eucharist. Dozens of parishioners served as lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, ushers, altar servers, sacristans,  
cantors, and choir members at our Christmas Masses.   
 
A special thanks to STM staff members Joe Messina and 
Todd Hines.  Joe wove together all the loose threads of our 
many Advent and Christmas liturgical celebrations, and 
Todd came to work when everyone else was excused to 
complete those parts of our Christmas décor that required 
heavy-lifting and special skill. 
 
Last, but certainly not least, I thank all of you who  
participated enthusiastically in our liturgical services.  You 
saw that the crowds were overwhelming – more numerous 
than ever, it seems (we think that as many as 3,500  
persons participated in our six Christmas Masses).  You 
filled our celebration of the day when God first came 
among us as one of us with a joyful noise. 
 
On an entirely different topic, Archbishop Gregory will 
meet with our Parish Council Wednesday evening, January 
9.  He will hear the Council’s concerns about the on-going 
crisis in the Church due to extensive sexual abuse of  
children by clergy and other Church workers and its  

cover-up by Church leaders.  The Council members will 
suggest to the Archbishop several reforms of Church  
structures, processes, and culture at both diocesan and 
parish levels, and they will offer to assist the Archbishop to 
make these reforms happen.  The Council’s words will be 
informed by their conversations with STM parishioners, the 
Examen prayer that parishioners did at all Masses on two 
successive Sundays several weeks ago, and their own  
extensive study of this complicated issue. 
 
Several months ago, I asked the Council to undertake this 
effort free from clerical “interference” so that this would 
truly be the work of the lay people of STM.  Since then, the 
Council has formed and worked hand-in-hand with a larger 
group of STM parishioners known as the “Leadership Crisis 
Action Committee.”  The Council has worked hard to hold 
diverse and sometimes frustrated parishioners together so 
that the Council can truly present a unified voice to the 
Archbishop.  The January 9 meeting is the first fruit of this 
work.  The Council and I both hope that, as a result of this 
meeting, the Archbishop will know the depth of  
parishioners’ feelings and their sincere desire to work with 
him to change the Church for good.  We hope that this  
initial conversation with the Archbishop is merely the first 
of many.  We hope that we will be joined by other parish 
councils throughout the Archdiocese in our call for real 
reform. 
 
Finally, on December 17, the Maryland Province of the  
Society of Jesus, which sponsors and staffs STM, Ignatius 
House Retreat Center, and Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High 
School, released the names of Jesuits associated with the 
Province who have been “credibly accused” of sexual abuse 
of minors since 1950.  On December 21, I told parishioners 
via the parish electronic newsletter of my shame and  
sadness at the harm my Jesuit brothers have caused  
vulnerable children and the larger Church, and I promised 
to communicate more thoroughly after the Christmas  
holiday.  On December 27th, I emailed the more thorough 
response I had promised.  Parishioners who may not have 
seen these electronic communications can find them on 
the STM website at:  www.stmga.org.  Fr. Tim, Fr. Pat, and I 
are available to speak with you more personally about this 
matter, if you desire.  You may also want to communicate 
with the Maryland Province directly.  You can email  
Province officials at: mgabriele@jesuits.org. 
 
I continue to pray that we be healed of this deep wound. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
  
 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 
PM for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS BUILDING COMMUNITIES OF WELCOME  

Continued from cover… 
When the civil war, sweeping through the Balkans at the time, 
erupted in my hometown of Sarajevo in April 1992, I was a  
comparative literature student and a primary caretaker for my 
mother who was recovering from a recent open-heart surgery 
due to a rare type of cancer. Over the next twenty months in  
occupied Sarajevo, we endured a life on the front line, with no 
electricity or water for weeks and months on end, little or no 
food or medicine, and a nearly constant barrage of sniper and 
artillery fire. I still vividly remember huddling in the basement of 
my building with other residents waiting out the worst attacks 
on my front-line neighborhood. Burning shoes and books for 
heat and to cook. Collecting dandelions to have something 
green to eat. But most of all I remember being shot by a sniper 
on my way to the make-shift field hospital to get medicines for 
my mother. It is true, your life does flash before your eyes in 
such moments. Dramatic as these may be, these are only few 
snapshots of life in war zones.  
 
War is hell. The deepest circle of hell. When your days stretch 
endlessly in that bleak existence, it’s easy to lose faith in  
humanity. It’s easy to lose hope. I knew my mother, with  
declining health and frostbite marks from the first wartime  
winter, would not survive another winter, harsh in the best of  
circumstances in Sarajevo. I applied for medical evacuation 
through the United Nations program and, through a miracle of 
miracles, we were approved and accepted for treatment at the 
Gwinnett Medical Center. So, on that cold but sunny December 
day in 1993, my mother and I were gathered with a group of 
about 15 others wounded and sick to be evacuated to the  
United States. I remember agonizing over what to take and 
what to leave as we could only bring two suitcases. I remember 
saying goodbye to my grandmother and my aunt that last time. I  
remember uncertainty and fear. And then I remember meeting 
the US Military medevac team at the Sarajevo airport and  
feeling a glimmer of hope that our nightmare may be coming to 
an end. Our group was airlifted to the US military base in  
Germany and spent the next few days in the care of wonderful 
military personnel in Germany and Maryland before dispersing 
to different US cities. Four days after leaving our home, we 
touched down in Atlanta and our American life began.  
 
It hasn’t always been smooth sailing. There was a long and  
painful ten-year journey through the asylum and permanent  
residence process. There were unkind people. There were  
challenges and hardships, particularly in the early years. But by 
and large, we were met and welcomed with much kindness and 
love. There was Madeline from Lilburn who coordinated all of 
my mother’s medical care. There was Sandra from Dacula who  
welcomed us into her home and gave me my first car. There 
were Martha and Bob who furnished our first apartment. There 
was Xuan, a first-generation immigrant herself, who gave me my 
first job at Save the Children. There was Whit and the Atlanta 
Knitting Guild that became the best group of friends my mother 
could have asked for until her passing. There is the wonderful  
neighborhood of Laurel Ridge that we have called home for the 
past twenty years. There were priests and good people of St.  
Oliver Plunkett, St. John Vianney and in particular Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and St. Thomas More who welcomed us with 
open hearts and open arms. It’s impossible to name all the acts 
of kindness and generous folks who helped us build our new life 
here. Nevertheless, each Advent and Christmas season reminds 
me of all of those who made sure there was “room in the inn” 
for me and my mother, twenty-five years ago, and throughout 
the years.  

SECOND COLLECTION  

January 13—This collection supports the activities of 
STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor 
in our local area. 

PARISH FINANCES 

http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

JANUARY EDGE AND LIFTEEN EVENTS  
Thurs., Jan. 10—Youth Group Adoration in the AM—7:30 AM—Chapel 
Sun., Jan. 13—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, youth dinner, Life Teen meeting  (begins after dinner) 
Thurs., Jan. 24—Bible and Biscuits —7:30 – 8:00 AM—Chapel.  
Sun., Jan. 27—EDGE meeting 3:30 PM, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, youth dinner, Life Teen meeting  (begins after dinner) 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS??  MAKE A RETREAT AT IGNATIUS HOUSE!  
Something for Everyone at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. 6700 Riverside Drive NW Atlanta, Ga 30328. Reserve your 
private room & bath. Encounter Silent Nights. 
 
God’s Gaze: Loved into Freedom  
January 11-13—Directed by Andy Otto, Ignatius House  
St. Ignatius invites us to see the world, one another, and ourselves through God’s eyes. Through this we discover God’s 
deep desire for us to be our truest and most authentic selves, loved, gifted, and summoned to free the world from  
whatever inhibits love.  
 
Two Paths to Contemplative Prayer: Spiritual Wisdom from St. Ignatius and Thomas Merton  
January 31- February 3—Directed by Carl McColman  
This retreat is an invitation to draw closer to God through silent, restful prayer, and contemplation — the experience of 
encountering God through love.   
 
Men’s Retreat—Freed for Commitment: The Paradox of the Spiritual Life  
February 8-10—Directed by Mark Horak, SJ, Ignatius House   
As Christians we are called to both freedom and commitment, two paradoxical notions in St. Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises. 
We are invited into the freedom that comes from being loved by God, moved by gratitude for this love, so we can be free 
to commit in love of the other.  
 
Married Couples Retreat "Fall in Love, Stay in Love"  
February 15-17—Directed by M. Bridget Brennan and Jerome L. Shen  
Invite God more deeply into your relationship as you discern the practicalities and deep values that are the glue to a  
joy-filled life.  
 
Women's Retreat "Stay With Me"  
March 1-3—Directed by Sr. Susan Arcaro, r.c. & Sr. Barbara Young, r.c.   
This retreat invites us to accompany Jesus as He journeys from the Upper Room to the tomb.  
 
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  
 

SISTER CHURCHES: CONFLICT TO DIALOGUE  
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2019, 7:30 – 9PM at the Aquinas Center Candler School of Theology  
Exploring the dialogue and the rapprochement of the two sister Churches, the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox.  A brief 
history, present relations and prospects for the future will be examined. 
 

Revd. Dr. Demetrios Bathrellos will be the speaker. He is a visiting Professor and Distance Learning Tutor for the Institute 
for Orthodox Christian Studies. Father Demetrios received his doctorate in Systematic Theology from King’s College,  
London and is the author of The Byzantine Christ: Person, Nature and Will in the Christology of St. Maximus the Confessor. This 
event is free. 
 

2019 MASS FOR THE UNBORN/STAND FOR LIFE 
Respect Life Ministry would like to invite all parishes, schools and ministries in the Archdiocese of Atlanta to join us for the 
Mass for the Unborn and Stand for Life event on Monday, January 28, 2019 at the Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699 
Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30305.  



PARISH LIFE 
SURVIVING DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP  
Divorce and separation is hard. A new twelve-week  
program, Surviving Divorce  will meet every other week  
beginning on Tuesday, January 22 at 7pm in the Family 
Room. The cost of the program for participants includes the 
Surviving Divorce Personal Guide and all program  
materials. Find comfort and counsel consistent with  
Catholic Church teachings. You can purchase the work-
book online from Ascension Press at bit.ly/sdworkbook.  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS EARN 4TH DEGREE 
Two STM parishioners earned the 4th degree in the 
Knights of Columbus in November. Congratulations to Sir 
Knights Danny Rockecharlie and Brian McMichael.  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
May you revel in the joy of a new year! These 2nd graders 
show off the Yayoi Kusama-inspired art created by all Art 
classes. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS: SAVE THE DATE!  
You're invited to Java with Jerry (Principal Raymond) to learn 
why STM is the best choice for an academically challenging 
and faith-filled education for Kindergarten through 8th 
grade. Tours available afterwards. 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  
January 17 – March 14, Thursdays at 7:00 PM 
How, as Christians, are we supposed to handle money and 
personal finance? Join our Financial Peace University group 
for a 9-week course to learn how to beat debt and make a 
plan for the future for your family. This program will offer 
you tools, insights, and scenarios for simple budgeting, 
fighting debt, planning for retirement, real estate, and using 
insurance. Course fee: $109 per family (includes workbook, 
online budgeting tool, online videos). Register now 
at fpu.com/1074560  
Free course preview, Sunday, January 13 after the noon Mass in 
the Parish Library. 
 

MORE THEOLOGY 
MORE Theology is a series of St. Thomas More classes on 
topics that affect us as Catholics, including theology, church 
history, spirituality, liturgy, and church teaching.  
 

Registration opens January 6, 2019 for The History of  
American Catholicism (March 4, 8, 25 — Mondays, 7:00 PM. 
Instructor: Dr. William Cossen) and Introduction to Liturgy 
(Apr. 24 – May 29, 2019 — Wednesdays, 7:00 PM.  
Instructor: Dr. Louanne Bachner). 
 

THE BLACK CATHOLIC REVOLUTION AND ITS  

REVERBERATIONS, 50 YEARS LATER  
Dr. Matthew J. Cressler, scholar of race and religion in  
America, will speak about the history of the Black Catholic 
movement and its potential to forever change the face of 
U.S. Catholicism. Feb. 7, 7:00 PM, Mulhern Hall.  
 

STM COFFEEHOUSE 
Mindfulness and Self-compassion for Christians   
With Josh Pease, LPC - Feb. 3, after the 9:30 AM Mass, Julie 
Room. 

http://fpu.com/1074560


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

GET INVOLVED IN SOCIAL JUSTICE 
As you read our STM parishioner's stories of migration throughout this month and feel drawn to get involved, here are 
some opportunities to do so:  
 
LEARN: view the slideshow from our November 11 panel on immigrants and refugees with Mayor Ted Terry, Marie  
Marquardt and Frances McBrayer. Visit the social justice page (under “About STM”, “Parish Governance”, “STM Social  
Justice Committee”. 

SERVE: Volunteer at the Global Village Project, where two of the girls from the refugee family STM sponsored, 
now attend school. GVP is the only school in the country dedicated to educating refugee girls who have had their  
education interrupted. Learn more here: globalvillageproject.org/engage/volunteer/ 
 
ADVOCATE: Follow action alerts to find out ways to have your voice heard regarding immigration reform at 
justiceforimmigrants.org/take-action/action-alerts/ 

CHRISTMAS JOY!!  
St. Thomas More parishioners celebrated the season with the Latin American  
community and brought smiles to many children and adults. This is just one of 
the communities that benefit from our parish food collection. By participating 
in the weekly food drive you will help spread the joy throughout the year.  
 

STM SENDS GIFT TO OLPH CANCER CENTER 
STM has sent a check for $2,350 to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Center.  
This is money contributed by STM parishioners in the collection at Mass this 
past Thanksgiving Day.  The money will be used by OLPH Cancer Center for the 
care of low income, terminally-ill cancer patients. 
 

CRISTO REY STUDENTS THANK STM 

Nishimwe, a student at Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School whose tuition STM 
supports through our Social Justice Grants Program, writes:  "You have no idea 
how much you have changed my life.  Every day I spend at Cristo Rey is a day I 
get to look at my future and be overwhelmed with joy.  The nights are long and 
the days are longer, but I treasure every moment.  I would not be this lucky 
without you.  Thank you for believing in me and my future.  Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to make my dreams a reality.  Thank you for the chance to 
be somebody in the enormous world where one often feels so small." 
 
Nala, another Cristo Rey student, writes:  "I am having a great year and I cannot wait to go to college.  My top school is 
Northwestern in Chicago.  Thank you for supporting my high school education.  I will forever be grateful." 
 

MIDTOWN ASSISTANCE CENTER THANKS STM 
Jenny Jobson, STM parishioner and Director of Atlanta's Midtown Assistance Center (MAC) thanks STM parishioners for 
your help through the Christmas Giving Tree:  "Thank you and the St. Thomas More community for sponsoring families 
participating in the Midtown Assistance Center's  (MAC) holiday program through gifts of toys and financial support.  Our 
work is only possible due to the generosity of communities like STM." For 32 years, MAC has served as a safety net for 
low income working families to prevent homelessness and hunger. 

Christmas Joy! 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jan. 6: Brunch after the 9:30 AM Mass 

 Jan. 16: Holy Happy Hour—Wednesday, January 16 at 7 
PM - George’s Bar and Restaurant. Topic:  
Living the Questions. Speaker: Steve Nicholson, SJ   

 Feb. 16: L’Arche Valentine’s Day Dance  

 March - Bowling Night (Date TBD) 

 March 29-31 - 2-Night Young Adult Retreat at Ignatius 
House 

https://globalvillageproject.org/engage/volunteer/
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/take-action/action-alerts/

