January 7, 2018/The Epiphany of the Lord
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
Nursery Available during
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

SAVE THE DATE
FROM CONFLICT TO COMMUNION: CATHOLIC-LUTHERAN
DIALOGUE AND THE NEXT 500 YEARS
JANUARY 28, 6:30 PM, MULHERN HALL
For more information on this and other events, see page 7

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
MONDAY, Jan. 8 Joseph Amoroso †
TUESDAY, Jan. 9 Anthony Wetzel †
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 10 Mimi Douglas †
THURSDAY, Jan 11 Mildred Meurer †
FRIDAY, Jan 12 Katherine Gartin †
Pray for those who have died:
Mary Lou Ritter, mother of Stefan Ritter
Brooks Bowling, father of parishioner Lynn Amoroso
James Eichelberger, husband of Jan Eichelberger

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order
to add a name to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to
be remembered, or have the express permission of the one
to be remembered.
JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner.
The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the
narthex of the church. Complete the form and mail, fax,
or scan and email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the
Oﬀertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to
the parish oﬃces during normal business hours.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Jan 8

Knights of Columbus—6:00 PM—Youth Room
Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Tues. Jan. 9

RENEW—1:30 PM—Parish Library
RCIA—7:00 PM— St. Julie Room

Thurs. Jan 11

Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room

Sat. Jan 13

Baptism Class—11:30 AM—Parish Library

Sun. Jan 14

The Word with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM—Parish Library
Encountering Jesus—4:00 PM—St. Julie Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
One of the more diﬃcult and
stressful decisions a pastor
frequently makes is ﬁnding a right
balance between what the “rules”
require and what seems pastorally
appropriate but which is not
entirely within the rules. In other
words, when is the greater good
served by making an exception to
the rules?

Should the priest give the Sacrament of Anointing to one
who has just died. The rule is that sacraments are to be
given to the living. Code of Canon Law, #1005. Indeed, the
purpose of the anointing is to heal and strengthen the one
who is ill, to reassure her that Jesus is with her, and even to
prepare her for death. Once the person has died, the
possibility of beneﬁt to that person is past. But what about
the family members who desperately want their loved one
to receive this sacrament? Might they be comforted and
reassured if the deceased person is anointed?

Or should the priest agree to baptize a child whose parents
are not active Catholics, who have no intention of becoming
active Catholics, who are, at best, ambivalent about raising
Pope Francis is experiencing this same dilemma on a
the child to be a practicing Catholic, but who nevertheless
grander scale these days as he tries to respond to the
insist that their child be baptized “so that she can be in a
desire of many divorced and remarried Catholics to
participate more fully in the sacramental life of the Church, relationship with Jesus?” Catholics believe that baptism is
about more than coming into solitary relationship with
speciﬁcally by taking Communion without beneﬁt of an
Jesus. Catholics believe that baptism is about coming into
annulment of their marriage. The rules, strictly applied,
relationship with Jesus precisely by coming into a meaningexclude these men and women from the table on the
theory that they have broken from the Church community. ful relationship with the Catholic Church. Indeed, the rule is
that the baptism of an infant is “not licit” if there is no
Francis is searching for a pastoral solution which respects
“founded hope that the infant will be brought up in the
the Church’s traditional understanding of Eucharist as the
sacrament of authentic unity and its long-standing teaching Catholic religion.” Code of Canon Law, #868.
that only persons who are in true communion with the
Or should the priest accept as a baptism sponsor, or
Church are to be invited to the table. In other words,
godparent, one whom the parents insist that she is a
sharing Eucharist among persons who are not in
wonderful person and will be a good example to the child,
communion of mind and heart makes little sense.
even though this one is not a baptized Catholic? The rule is
that, in order to qualify as a baptism sponsor, one must be
On the other hand, Francis is well aware of the Church’s
equally compelling understanding that rules and doctrines a baptized Catholic leading a “life of harmony with the
are not stones to throw at people in need and, speciﬁcally, (Catholic) faith.” From the Church’s perspective, the
that “Eucharist…is not a prize for the perfect, but a powerful purpose of a baptism sponsor (or, for that matter, a
Conﬁrmation sponsor) is to provide an example of faithful,
medicine and nourishment for the weak.” The Joy of the
Catholic living. Can one who is not a committed, practicing
Gospel, para.47. Quoting Thomas Aquinas, Francis wrote,
Catholic carry out this responsibility? Is it even respectful of
“mercy is the greatest of all the virtues.” The Joy of the
Gospel, para.37. In other words, Eucharist is not only a sign of that one’s good faith choice not to be a Catholic to ask that
existing unity; it also is a remedy for dis-unity. It can eﬀect one to act like a “good Catholic” for the sake of the child?
reconciliation where communion has been damaged or is
You who are parents or otherwise in positions where you
wanting.
are responsible for preserving multiple interests which
So how to give due consideration to the rules, which, after often come into conﬂict with one another know what this is
all, are meant to protect and promote values that are dear like. Any decision-making inevitably involves choosing one
interest over another. In the end, we all do our best to ﬁnd
to the Church, while at the same time acknowledging the
pastoral and other needs of very human men and women? a balance that reasonably serves all. As the Jesuits say,
It would not be right to carelessly ignore the rules, as if they “Whatever is for the greater glory of God.”
served no good purpose. Neither would it be right to
Fr. Mark
mechanically apply the rules in a way that harms some
greater interest, or that fails to consider the unique
circumstances of the real people who are trying to negotiate a complicated life in good faith. The Gospels repeatedly
show Jesus letting go of the rules when their application
causes harm to another without at least an equivalent
beneﬁt to the community. One who is in the position of
applying rules should be mindful of their purpose and the
good that they are meant to serve, as well as the situation
of the one standing before him.
So what would you do?

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LITURGY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist
in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

RECONCILIATION

INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION
Parishioners might beneﬁt from a short refresher on the
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and on
the tongue. Check out the short video, Sacraments 101:
Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the
Paulists, at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things much
easier for the priest or minister who oﬀers you Communion.

Thank you!
We thank all those parishioners and staﬀ who worked hard to
make our Christmas liturgies so beautiful and inspiring.
Thanks to:
•

Maggie Ericson, Lynn Amoroso, Maureen O’Toole, and
Shirley Roberts for decorating the church and narthex

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

•

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

Alexis Schaefer, Nico Fontova, and Asher Wagnon for helping with the decorations and set-up for Christmas Masses

•

Todd Hines and Aaron Daniecki of the STM Maintenance
staﬀ for doing the heavy lifting

•

Brad Meyer and all the STM cantors, choir members, and
musicians for the beautiful Christmas music

•

Jen Dalmy and the STM children for their part in the
Christmas pageant at the Children’s Mass

•

Eva Lyle, Patricia Weaver, Eva Lyle, David Pilliod, and Irene
Cawthon for their work as sacristans

•

All our STM ushers, lectors, and Eucharistic Ministers, and
Joe Messina, our STM staﬀ person for Liturgy and
Worship, who worked harder during Christmas week than
any of the STM priests.

MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

Please forgive me if I overlooked anyone. I am no less grateful
to you.
Fr. Mark

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
Second Collection on January 13-14 - STM Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Second collection on January 20-21 - Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministry.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

Hello Confirmandi:
You are required to perform 2 service projects that are solely used for Confirmation requirements. These need to
be completed and the reflection written (form on the parish website), by turn-in date of Sunday, Jan. 21st.
NO EXCEPTIONS.
Confirmandi serves St. Francis table (limited to 20) Saturday January 6 (for information visit www.stmgaparish.org)
(www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D4AA8AC2CA46-conﬁrmandi

EDGE:
Meetings: 1/7 & 1/21 3:30-5:15 PM
5:30 youth Mass 6:30- 6:55 PM dinner ( optional) Youth MUST be picked up by 6:55 PM in Mulhern hall (parent MUST
come in!)
1 / 4 A2 ( Adoration in the AM) 7:30-7:55 AM in the chapel
1/13 EDGE SERVES 7 Bridges to recovery
1/18 B2: Biscuits & Bibles youth room 7:25-7:55 AM

LIFETEEN:
Meetings: 1/7 & 1/21
7:00-8:30 PM 5:30 youth Mass 7 PM dinner ( optional)
1/13 EDGE/LT SERVES 7 Bridges to recovery Signup coming!

SOCIAL JUSTICE

SCHOOL NEWS

JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 3

PARISH LIFE
VETERANS THANK STM’S S FACTOR
Ms. Gwen Ramos, a Voluntary Service specialist at the Ft. McPherson Veterans facility, has expressed her thanks to
STM’s SFactor ministry for delivering Christmas gifts to the veterans hospitalized there. Ms. Ramos wrote: “The
Veterans were so excited when I began passing out the gifts that they couldn’t stop smiling and thanking me. I let them
know I was just passing them out, and I told them they really should be thanking the S Factor ministry at St. Thomas
More Catholic Church. Your group has such a good heart, and we at the Voluntary Service oﬃce cannot thank you
enough for all you are doing here for our Veterans.”

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses)
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

JANUARY FOOD COLLECTION
The monthly food collection held January 13-14 will beneﬁt the Latin American Association.

THANK YOU
As I am now oﬃcially retired, I want to take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the love and support I have
received throughout my 17 years at St Thomas More. I have been blessed with many warm greetings, cards, emails,
hugs and good wishes.
A special thank you to my sneaky friends who pulled oﬀ the surprise reception in the narthex. Even though I was in
shock, I enjoyed the time I was able to share with everyone. I really can't express my gratitude and love to the staﬀ,
friends and the whole parish.
May God bless you all and be assured that you are remembered in my prayers.
Marie Diebold (former secretary - but life time member of STM)

S FACTOR EPIPHANY PARTY
The S Factor will have an Epiphany Party Monday, January 8th.

COMMUNITY NEWS
MARIST EVENING SERIES
Marist School is pleased to oﬀer the MARIST EVENING SERIES, three evenings of captivating courses for adults taught by
Marist’s talented faculty and staﬀ. Invite your friends and neighbors and come learn something new at Marist School!
Courses are oﬀered in religion and spirituality; arts; photography; college planning; computer applications; history and
culture; and self-discovery.
Visit marist.com/eveningseries for complete class listings and descriptions.
When: Mondays, January 22, January 29, and February 5, 2018
Cost: $95 (if registered by January 12); $110 (Beginning January 13)
Please visit marist.com/eveningseries to register today! Classes ﬁll quickly. Questions? Contact Maureen Davidson
(770) 936-2216 or davidsonm@marist.com

2018 MLK JR. CELEBRATION JANUARY 14, 20 & 21
Our theme for this year is “Live in Peace, and the God of Love and Peace Will Be With You” (2 Corinthians 13:11)
13:11). Our
events will honor the life and legacy of Dr. King, as well as commemorate the 50th anniversary of his assassination.
The events will begin on Sunday, Jan.14 with the Young Adult “Service and Sips” Brunch and Service Opportunity taking
place at 2:30 PM at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church.
On Saturday, Jan. 20 at 1:00 PM,
PM the Eucharistic Celebration will take place at the Catholic Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception Church. Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory will be the principal celebrant for this annual Mass honoring Dr. King.
Our archdiocesan events will conclude with the Youth Celebration at 3:00 PM on Sunday, Jan. 21at
21 St. Peter Claver
Regional Catholic School.
Guests to all events are invited to bring canned goods, clothing or cleaning products for donation to the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Georgia.
For more information, please contact Mr. Ashley Morris, Associate Director of the Oﬃce of Intercultural and
Ethnic Diversity, at amorris@archatl.com or 404-920-7586.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
LIFE GROUPS FACILITATOR TRAINING
If you wanted to commit to facilitating a Life Group starting in February (10-week commitment) you must attend a twohour facilitator training on January 7 at 1:15 PM in the Julie Room. Attending conﬁrms your commitment to be a Life
Group facilitator. Contact aotto@stmga.org with any questions.

FROM CONFLICT TO COMMUNION:
CATHOLIC-LUTHERAN DIALOGUE AND THE NEXT 500 YEARS
January 28, 6:30 PM, Mulhern Hall
The communities of St. Thomas More and St. John’s Lutheran Church will come together to
break bread and discuss the ways the Catholic and Lutheran churches are ﬁnding agreement on
the way to full communion. 500 years after the start of the Protestant Reformation we look
ahead in hope at the next 500 years. Panelists include Rev. Dr. Steﬀen Lösel and Dr. Jonathan
Strom of the Candler School of Theology at Emory University. Bring your favorite appetizer, side,
or dessert. A main entrée will be provided.

AN INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM - A 12-WEEK STUDY OF CHRISTIANITY THROUGH A CONTEMPORARY
CATHOLIC LENS, STARTING FEBRUARY 21
Join Fr Mark Wednesdays at 7 PM to explore our rich Catholic tradition using Lawrence S. Cunningham’s book,
An Introduction to Catholicism. Space is limited. To learn more and sign up go to is.gd/stmbook2018

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS
2 NIGHT RETREAT: FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE FEBRUARY 9-11
Fall in Love, Stay in Love ... and it will decide everything
FALL IN LOVE' TRACK - Preparing for Marriage?
Invite God into your relationship as you discern the practicalities and deep values that are the glue to a joy-ﬁlled life.
This retreat fulﬁlls Diocesan marriage requirements. Each participant will have a private bedroom and bathroom.
Directed by Sarah and Andy Otto
STAY IN LOVE' Track - Alre ady Marrie d?
Explore how God desires to continue to breathe life into your marriage, companioning you at each stage of your relationship. Couples will share a room and bathroom, unless otherwise requested.
Directed by Maria and John Cressler.
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER VISIT: www.ignatiushouse .org

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
Join young adults in their 20s and 30s in the parish for our monthly brunch
meet-up.
YAM’s January Brunch will be taking place after the 9:30 AM Mass on Jan. 7th.
Meet outside the Adoration Chapel.
We look forward to meeting you! Questions? Email Andy, aotto@stmga.org.

Join us on Saturday, February 3 as we volunteer at Birthright
Pregnancy Center. A carpool will leave STM at 9:30 AM.
All are welcome! We will be organizing maternity clothes, cleaning,
sorting donations and helping any way that is needed.
Contact Kathleen at kathleenloesel@gmail.com to RSVP.

