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SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

           January 8, 2017 | The Solemnity of the Epiphany of Our Lord  

  
 

 Monday, January 9, 2017 is the Baptism of the Lord 
(The conclusion of the Christmas Season) 

There will be a 5:30 PM Mass  



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during 
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the  
presider.  
 
MONDAY, January 9, 2017 
5:30 PM Holy Souls † 
 
TUESDAY, January 10, 2017   
5:30 PM Peggy Muller †   
  
WEDNESDAY, January 11, 2017 
5:30 PM Anthony Wetzel †  
  
THURSDAY, January 12, 2017 
5:30 PM Mary Stockum †     
  
FRIDAY, January 13, 2017 
5:30 PM Erin Murphy  
 
Please pray for those who recently died: 
Stella Reese 
M. Jean Paxton 
 
Please pray for those recently baptized: 
August Storms Emmerich  
Jacob Matthew  
Orson Alexander Loria Rico  
 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In  
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 
 
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex 
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for 
Eucharist.  
 
 
 

 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior 
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to 
bulletin@stmga.org.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

According to the Church’s liturgical 
calendar, Monday, January 9th, the 
Feast of the Baptism of Jesus, 
marks the end of the Christmas 
season.  Looking back on the past 
couple weeks, there were so many 
good things happening at STM.  
Parishioners know about some of 
these, but may not be aware of 
others. 
 
In this space in last week’s bulletin, 
I thanked those many parishioners who helped to pre-
pare for and carry out our Christmas celebration: those 
who helped decorate the church, and those who served 
in the various liturgical ministries.  This week, I want to 
give a “shout out” to those who did service and outreach 
beyond our parish community to others in need.   
 
There was STM’s annual Christmas Giving Tree program.  
Once again Lisa Cranwell Bruce was the driving force  
behind this wonderful project that engages so many  
parishioners.  Early in Advent, parishioners picked tags 
from a Christmas tree in the church narthex that  
indicated a material need of an individual adult or child in 
the Atlanta area.  Parishioners then purchased a gift that 
met that particular need and dropped the gift at the  
parish.  Kids from our Edge and LifeTeen programs 
wrapped the gifts and delivered them to local service  
organizations for distribution in time for Christmas.   
Beneficiaries of this year’s Giving Tree program included 
the Missionaries of Charity’s Gift of Grace hospice, the 
STM chapter of St. Vincent de Paul, the residents of  
Jerusalem House and their families (women living with 
HIV and their children), Catholic Charities of Atlanta, a 
local family in a new Habitat for Humanity home, and the 
food pantry at St. Peter and Paul Church.   
 
The STM Knights of Columbus partnered with the  
Monastery of the Holy Spirit to raise money for the  
Monastery and the Knights’ own charities by selling the 
Monastery’s biscotti, fudge, fruitcake, honey, and coffee in 
the narthex through the Advent season.  The Knights sold 
out of these goods well before the last Mass on the last 
Sunday of Advent. 
 
Many parishioners assisted the clients of Catholic  
Charities of Atlanta, donating phone cards and  
disposable cells phones to women and children who are 
fleeing domestic violence, and donating winter coats, 
gloves, scarves, and blankets to men, women, and  
children who lack such items. 
 
Our Edge and LifeTeen youth participated in Operation 
Christmas Child by filling shoeboxes of small, practical 
gifts for shipment to destitute children in Mali.  They also 
hosted a Christmas party for the children at Jerusalem 
House, prepared gift boxes of toiletries, socks, and  

notepads for the men imprisoned on death row at the 
Georgia State Prison, and did Christmas caroling for the 
women residing at the Gift of Grace hospice.   
 
STM Eucharistic ministers brought unusual Christmas 
spirit to their usual visits to the sick in Emory Hospital, 
DeKalb Medical Center, and Children’s Hospital 
(Egleston ) and to the homebound in the Decatur area.  
Thanks to Richard White and Mark Phillips and several 
other key organizers, this important ministry has grown 
tremendously in the past several months.  Our STM  
ministers now serve as many as 100 hospitalized and 
homebound persons each week.   
 
STM’s “S Factor” group, led by Cass Catroppa, does a 
wonderful service each Christmas visiting the parish’s 
homebound and giving each one a small Christmas gift.  
This past Christmas, “S Factor” members visited 46  
persons, raising their spirits and reminding them that 
they are loved and supported by STM parishioners.  This 
was the fourth year of our “seniors serving seniors” in this 
particular way.   
 
In short, STM parishioners remembered the needy, the 
lonely, the sick, and refugees this past Christmas by their 
participation in outreach programs directly sponsored 
and supported by STM.  But STM parishioners quietly 
gave Gospel care and attention to the poor through  
other community organizations important to them.  This 
latter service may not have been part of an “official”  
parish ministry, but it is no less faithful a response to the 
call of Jesus.   
 
Thank you! 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
Contact: Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or  
404-378-4588 ext 119 
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY 

Adult faith formation wants to hear from you!  Please take 
a moment to take the brief survey, so we can serve you the 
parishioner better! 
tinyurl.com/j4mo6zu  
Or find the link on our parish website. 
 
 

MAGIS LEADERSHIP FORMATION PROGRAM 

Parishioners Invited to Participate in the Magis Leadership 
Formation Program. It is a structured and creative way for 
lay men and women to engage more deeply in Ignatian 
spirituality, learn about the Jesuit mission and ways of  
proceeding, and meet other committed lay colleagues on 
the East Coast. The eighteen-month program consists of 
four 2-day seminars, one retreat, regular reading, personal 
reflection and prayer. 
 
A new cohort will be forming in Spring 2017. Seminar dates 
and locations for the new cohort: 
 
March 24-26, 2017 -- Loyola on the Potomac, Faulkner, MD 
October 19-21, 2017 -- Jesuit Center, Wernersville, PA 
March 23-25, 2018 -- Loyola on the Potomac, Faulkner, MD 
October 18-20, 2018  -- Jesuit Center, Wernersville, PA 
 
Cost is $1,000 and includes room and board for four 2-day  
seminars and all materials. (Cost of the retreat is not  
included).  STM will share the cost of this program with any  
interested parishioner.  For more information, contact  
Fr. Mark or Fr. Pat. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sun Jan 8 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM  

Sun Jan 8 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM  

Mon Jan 9 Walking With Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern 

Tues Jan 10 RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room  

Thurs Jan 12 Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym 

Sun Jan 15 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM Library 

Sun Jan 15 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM 

Mon Jan 16 Walking with Purpose 7:30 PM Mulhern 

Tues Jan 17 Bible Study 1:00 PM Parish Library 

Tues Jan 17 RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room  

Wed Jan 18 Book Club Ann Dugan’s House 

Thurs Jan 19 Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym 

Sun Jan 22 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM  

Sun Jan 22 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM  

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with  
funeral planning.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

LITURGY NOTES 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
This is one set of readings for both the Vigil Mass and the 
Mass during the day for the Solemnity of the Epiphany. 
The first Reading begins the prophet Isaiah’s cry to the 
people of Jerusalem to “Rise up in splendor!” Their light 
has come. Our light has come. From out of Jerusalem the 
Lord’s light extends to all people. What is the people’s 
response? Nations, kings, sons, and daughters will walk 
by the Lord’s light. They shall worship the Lord. Indeed, 
the light of the Lord will make his people radiant and 
bright. From all directions-from Midian, Ephah, and  
Sheba- throngs of people will come with gifts. In  
processions, they will proclaim the Lord’s praises. Today 
we celebrate in the joy of the Epiphany of the Lord. Our 
song is a song of praise for God’s incarnate presence in 
our life.  
 
Pastoral Liturgy…..Mary A. Ehle  
 
 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  
 

 Lifeteen resumes on Sunday, January 8th, 2017.   

 Next XLT is Tuesday, January 10th at All Saints Catholic Church.  

 7 Bridges service project is Saturday, January 14, 2017.  Signup coming soon! 

 The REQUIRED Confirmation Retreat for 10th graders is Sunday, January 15, 2017 from 2:00-7:00 PM at Ignatius 
House and includes mass & dinner.  Drop off and pickup is at Ignatius House. 

 Last Confirmation class is Sunday, January 29th @ 3:15 PM in the St. Julie Room.  Entrance is through the parish li-
brary. 

 
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 
 

 EDGE resumes on Sunday, January 8th, 2017. 

 NET retreat is Friday Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM 

 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of 
fun, music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG!  

PARISH GIVING 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
We have been publishing the weekly Sunday collection 
totals in this space for many years.  However, as  
parishioners more and more shift to “on-line” giving and 
away from making a weekly Sunday offering (this is a very 
good thing), the Sunday collection totals become less 
meaningful since they do not truly reflect parishioner 
contributions.  For this reason, we will no longer publish 
the Sunday collection totals in each bulletin.  Instead, we 
will publish a summary financial report in the bulletin 
each quarter. These quarterly reports will provide  
parishioners with a more useful measure of parish  
financial performance.   

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Question: Why does a chicken coop have two 
doors? 

Answer: If it had four doors, it would be a 
chicken sedan. 

STM BASKETBALL SERVICE PROJECT 

One of the STM 8th grade boys basketball teams recently 
helped pack meals for an organization called Feed My Starv-
ing Children.  The team worked together to produce meals 
consisting of vitamins, vegetables, soy and rice in  
individually vacuum packed bags. The team produced 740 
of the 913,896 meals that were produced over the  
weekend.  The 913 thousand meals will feed 2,503 kids for 
an entire year.  These meals were shipped to Haiti.   
Thank you Yano Aliffi, Grayson Carney, Edward Dieser, John 
Henry Harrison, Hood Hayes, Will Harvey, Jayden Lanza, 
Liam Murphey, and Gage Rosser! 
 
 
 
 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
STM FAMILIES/MORE MOMS 

We are a group of STM moms who encourage each other 
in our calling as parents while closer to Christ and his 
Church. Please check us out on Facebook for more exciting 
things to come in the New Year.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MoreMoms/ 
 

THE S FACTOR JANUARY ACTIVITIES 
The annual Epiphany party will be on 1/9/17. For more info 
contact Cass at ccassiecat@aol.com 
 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The Book Club will meet Wednesday 1/18/2017 at Ann 
Dugan's House.  For more info contact Cyndy at 
GAdvm@aol.com.  

KICK OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH YAM! 

Calling all parishioners in their 20s and 30s to grow in  
community with the launching of a New Year Young Adult 
Ministry. After the holiday craziness dies down, add a  
resolution to get involved with your peers in STM's  
abundant Young Adult Ministry. Whether you seek an  
increase in Catholic community, service or prayer, come 
and see what YAM can offer you. For more information 
contact stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com and have your 
voice heard by filling out our short YAM Survey here:  
https://goo.gl/forms/jWAvowZFff6lwdU12.  

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 
“FINDING GOD IN ALL THINGS” 
Eight-week study, Thursdays, Jan. 12-March 2, 2017; 10-11:30 AM; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside 
Drive, NW, Atlanta. This study explores eight Jesuit mystics, including well-known figures like Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
and Jean-Pierre de Caussade, but also lesser-known teachers. Participants will look at their prayers and teachings with an 
eye to how to apply their wisdom to life. Leader is Carl McColman, author, blogger and co-director of the RCIA program at 
St. Thomas More Church, Decatur. Cost is $150 and includes a copy of the book “Christian Mystics.” Contact: 
www.ignatiushouse.org or 404-255-0503 to register.  
 

DECATUR POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS  
The Decatur Police Department wants to make sure that everyone is aware that they are on Facebook & Twitter as well as 
Nextdoor.  Please like and follow our pages and share with friends, family and neighbors.  You will get to know more 
about the officers and staff as well as receive announcements about events, crime prevention information, alerts and  
other resources. 
https://www.facebook.com/cityofdecaturpdga/ 
https://twitter.com/cityofdecaturpd 
https://nextdoor.com/choose_address/?i=yphnavwefnqbsfwvdhmz  
For more information, contact Lt. Jennifer S. Ross at the Decatur Police Department Community Information & Education 
Officer 678-553-6613 jennifer.ross@decaturga.com 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
Looking For a Way to Include God In Your Relationship? Find some new ideas on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. 
The Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is 44 hours where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores and 
phones…and focus on each other (the way it all began). This weekend can help you find greater depth, growth and enrichment 
in your relationship. The next Weekend is scheduled for February 24-26 at the Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get 
more information or apply online at GATNwwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  
 

MLK JR. WEEKEND CELEBRATION 

The Office of Intercultural and Ethnic Diversity invites you to the 2017 MLK Jr. Weekend Celebration, taking place on  
January 12, 14-15, 2017. The theme for this year’s celebration is taken from Colossians 3:15, “As Members of One Body, 
You Were Called to Peace.”  
Young Adult Celebration – January 12, 2017 at 7:30 PM at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church. Guest Speaker: Kathy 
Montag, Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Capacity Building Specialist for the Archdiocese of Atlanta 
Eucharistic Celebration – January 14, 2017 at 1:00 PM at Catholic Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Principal  
Celebrant and Homilist: Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory, Archbishop of Atlanta. 
Youth Celebration – January 15, 2017 at 3:00 PM at St. Peter Claver Regional Catholic School. In collaboration with the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Georgia, the Office of Intercultural and Ethnic Diversity also invites guests to bring canned 
goods or gently used clothing, which will be collected at all of the events. 
 

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND PROGRAM 

Is your marriage going down the right road...or is it a little off track?  Life can be difficult, and so can the challenges you 
face in marriage. Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you already separated? Looking for a better way? 
Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better relationship.  Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that 
can help you learn the tools of healthy communication, build intimacy and heal, just as they have done in their own  
marriages. Retrouvaille is Christian-based, and Catholic in origin, but welcomes couples of all faiths as well as non-
religious couples.  Retrouvaille can help get your relationship back on track.  For more information about our upcoming 
Retrouvaille Weekend program, January 13th – 15th, 2017 for couples, contact: Zack & Heather 317-691-2258 or visit our 
website:  HelpOurMarriage.com 

mailto:ccassiecat@aol.com
mailto:GAdvm@aol.com
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POPE FRANCIS’ JANUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Christian Unity 

That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s 
teaching by striving with prayer and fraternal  
charity to restore ecclesial communion and by  
collaborating to meet the challenges facing  
humanity. 
 

NEW YEAR SILENT RETREAT 

Jan. 13-15, 2017; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat 
Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Set 
aside time to experience peace and encounter 
God. Ignatian spirituality offers principles and 
practices to guide you on the path of living mercy 
set out by Jesus in the Gospel. The retreat  
experience, directed by Jesuit Father Joe Schad 
includes talks, liturgy and time for yourself.  
Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or  
404-255-0503 to register.  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS 
St. Peter Faber, SJ -  (1506-1546)  
 
Peter Faber met Ignatius while a student in Paris and he 
soon became Ignatius's first recruit. He was ordained in 
July of 1534 and celebrated the Mass at Montmartre on 
August 15, 1534 where he and the companions  
professed their first vows. Peter is remembered as a 
Scripture scholar and theologian who, by his travels 
through Europe, promoted Catholic renewal. He is also 
remembered as a great spiritual director. St. Ignatius 
himself credited Faber as being a "master" of directing 
the Spiritual Exercises.  
 
Question: 
What do my friendships say about my commitment to  
Jesus?  

Prayer: 
May our colleagues in various apostolates know the 
fruits of the Spirit in their lives as we share our  
experience of Christ and Church.  
 
St. Peter Faber, pray for us.  
 
Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com to learn more about 
Peter Faber and other Jesuit Saints. 

 ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS  

Applications for St. Thomas More Catholic School’s 2017-2018 academic 
year are being accepted NOW. Named a 2016 Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence, STM School continues to fulfill our goal of offering an  
excellent Catholic education for students in Kindergarten through 8th 
grade. Applications are being accepted now through February 6, 2017. 
STM encourages all interested families to apply. The online application 
and a list of required supporting documents are available in the  
Admissions section of the school website (www.stmga.org). The  
Archdiocese of Atlanta and STM School offer financial aid for qualifying 
families based on documented need. Information and deadlines can be 
found on the school website. For more information or to schedule a 
school tour, please contact Eileen Maron by phone at 404-373-8456 or 
by email at ekm@stmga.org.  
 


