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                 January 14, 2018/2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FR. PAT: SEE YOU ALL IN JUNE!  
Last spring my right foot was diagnosed as  
arthritic.  Since that time I’ve been undergoing  
various therapies at Emory to deal with the 
pain.  In October the doctor told me the only  
solution would be surgery.  He also told me that 
the kind of surgery to be performed – a midfoot 
fusion – would require that after the surgery I be 
completely off my foot for four months.   Stairs 
would not be an option.  That made post-op  
recovery at the parish rectory a real problem.  
(continued on page 6) 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 

                             
 
Monday, Jan. 15            Edna Friel † 
Tuesday, Jan. 1             Kim Chung Sun † and Kim Chung Sik † 
Wednesday, Jan. 17     Festus Ola Aina † 
Thursday, Jan. 18         Ryan Cunningham 
Friday, Jan. 19            Ryan Cunningham & the Banker’s Life 
             Family     
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Helen Scherer, former parishioner 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Gary Schofield  
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte   
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In order to 
add a name to these lists, you must be either the  person  
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be  
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be 
remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 

Mon. Jan 15  Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall 
   Social Justice Committee Meeting—7:00 PM—Parish Library 
 
 

Tues. Jan 16  RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library 
   Catechist/CORE Holy Hour—7:00 PM—Chapel 
   RCIA Group—7:00 PM St. Julie Room 
 

Thurs. Jan 18  Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field 
   Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room 
                           
 

Sun. Jan 21  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM—Parish Library   
 

   Encountering Jesus—4:00 PM—St. Julie Room           
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JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a 
parishioner.   
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and 
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete 
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any  
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal 



From the Pastor… 
 
My experience this past Saturday 
at STM served as a reminder to me 
of what makes St. Thomas More 
parish so strong and vibrant, so 
much a reflection of Jesus alive 
and active in the world in and 
through the Church. 
 
My experience began with a  
funeral Mass for Helen Scherer, a 
longtime STM parishioner.  That 
there was a funeral was not particularly unusual.  What I 
found noteworthy was that, in addition to many of Helen’s 
family, several parishioners also attended the funeral.   
Helen, because of age and failing health, had not been  
active at STM for several years.  Most parishioners probably 
did not know her; I had never met her.  The parishioners 
who attended the funeral were mostly persons who had 
ministered to Helen in recent years, visiting her, taking  
Eucharist to her on a weekly basis.  They had developed a 
close relationship with Helen that they expressed through 
their care of her as she aged, and now they had come to 
help commit her to God’s care.  Their presence at the  
funeral witnessed to their belief that their relationship with 
Helen continues. 
 
After the funeral, there was a reception for the family and 
friends of Helen in the parish’s Julie Room and library.  The 
reception was hosted by an STM ministry known as  
Martha’s Ministry.  Martha’s Ministry is a group of several 
parishioners who provide hospitality to the family and 
friends of the deceased following a funeral service.  They 
prepare a light lunch and serve, thereby giving the family 
and friends of the deceased an opportunity to socialize and 
comfort one another.  Martha’s Ministry has been active at 
STM for many years. Most recently, it has been led by 
Cyndy Fordyce, with several others regularly contributing 
food and service, including Shirley Roberts, Maggie Ericson, 
Betty Griffith, Patsy Warren, Patti Wilson, Marge Pina, Paula 
Refi, and Joan Ward. 
 
This sort of care for those who are grieving the death of a 
loved one is precisely the care that Jesus gave when he was 
on earth in his body.  Now Jesus does this through our  
parishioners. 
 
Later that same Saturday, STM held its annual Epiphany 
party in Mulhern Hall.  This is an annual event that typically 
features song and dance within a pot luck dinner.  As usual, 
parishioner Myrna Hardjono produced and directed the 
dance program that featured dozens of parishioners in a 
recreation of the Nativity story, complete with shepherds, 
angel, Magi, and two-humped camel, and a complicated, 
colorful Korean fan dance. Parishioner Margaretha  
Darmawan provided spectacular, imaginative costumes for 
the participants.  Myrna’s husband, Dwi, also assisted.  It 
was obvious that the participants had as much fun  
performing as we in the audience had watching. 

 
The attendant pot luck dinner featured a wide array of side 
dishes and desserts provided by participants in the event 
(thank you!) around a main course of roasted pork loin and 
potatoes.  Again, Cyndy Fordyce, as she has done  
repeatedly with our STM More Eats events, led a group of 
cooks and servers, including Maria Kubitz, Eva Lyle, Maggie 
Ericson, Maureen O’Toole, Marlene Sanek, and Linda White.  
 
This sort of social event to which all parishioners are invit-
ed, is a very important part of our parish life, for it serves to 
bind us together in friendship.  Again, by our communion 
with one another, we better reflect the Body that our  
common baptism has made of us.  I and all other STM  
parishioners are grateful to those who serve through  
Martha’s Ministry and the annual Epiphany party and many 
other similar activities and events. 
 
An unrelated item – I encourage parishioners to participate 
in the upcoming Catholic-Lutheran ecumenical event, From 
Conflict to Communion: Catholic-Lutheran Dialogue and the 
next 500 Years, on Sunday, January 28, at 6:30pm in  
Mulhern Hall.  STM is hosting members of St. John’s  
Lutheran Church in Decatur for a shared meal and a  
conversation about the evolving relationship between the 
Catholic and Lutheran communities since Martin Luther 
broke with the Catholic Church 500 years ago.  Two  
professors from the Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University will lead the conversation.  I am hoping for a 
large turnout. 
 
Fr. Mark  
 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR  



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at   
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at  
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS LITURGY 

PARISH FINANCES 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 
January 20-21 - Archdiocesan 
Hispanic Ministry 
 
February 3-4—STM St Vincent 
de Paul  
 
February 14—Ash Wednesday—
Serve Haiti 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.  
 

INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION 
Parishioners might benefit from a short refresher on the 
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and on 
the tongue.  Check out the short video, Sacraments 101:  
Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the  
Paulists, at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .    
 

If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due  
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things much 
easier for the priest or minister who offers you Communion.  
 

GIFT IN MEMORY OF CHRISTINE KENNEDY 

The family of deceased parishioner, Christine Kennedy, has 
made a gift to STM of a Sunday Lectionary and Book of the 
Gospels in memory of Christine. Please remember Christine 
in your prayers. 

PARISH FINANCES 

PARISHIONERS IN THE NEWS 

Siobhan Davenport applied for and was awarded a scholarship 
from Youth in Mission.  STM's Grand Knight Phillip Lee 
represented the Knights who supplied the scholarship for 
support of the mission trip to Hardeeville, SC this summer. 

 
STM parishioner, Michael 
Cebulski, received “Knight of 
the Year” honors at a recent 
Knights Council 4358 awards 
ceremony. Grand Knight Philip 
Lee presented Michael with 
the award recognizing him for  
extraordinary service to the 
Church, including STM parish, 
throughout 2017. 

mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact Mrs. McP  404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle— 
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

SCHOOL NEWS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

EDGE: 
Jan. 18 Biscuits & Bibles—Youth Room—7:25-7:55 AM 
Jan. 21 EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Youth Mass 5:30 PM. No youth dinner! 
Feb. 4 & 11 EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 6:30 – 6:55PM.  
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer camp and mission trip) 
 

LIFETEEN: 
Jan 21 No Lifeteen meetings due to confirmation retreat.  
Feb. 4 & 11 Lifeteen Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 7:00 PM. Meeting starts after dinner – 8:30 PM. 
Feb. 6 XLT at All Saints 7:00 PM. 
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer camp and mission trip) 
 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE PROJECT REMINDER 
All Confirmandi are required to perform 2 service projects that are solely used for Confirmation requirements. These 
need to be completed and the reflection written (form on the parish website), by Sunday, Jan. 21. NO EXCEPTIONS! 
 

YOUTH GROUP BABYSITTING 
The youth groups will provide babysitting for your children (ages 2 to 10 years old) as a fundraiser for our mission trips 
and summer camp on January 27 from 5:30 PM-8:30 PM. Pick-up is 8:30 prompt in Mulhern Hall. Sign up on the parish 
website www.stmgaparish.org 
 

OFFICE SPACE NEEDED 
I CARE, Inc., a Decatur-based non-profit that provides transportation assistance to seniors to and from their medical  
appointments, is looking for office space -- minimum 15 x 15 sq. feet -- that will accommodate two desks, two file cabinets 
and a small table during operational hours from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM each weekday.  If you know of any facility (church, 
office, business) close to the downtown area that might be able to provide a space, please contact Tom Simon, the  
Director of I Care, Inc., at 770-378-8999. 

 

ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
Applications for St. Thomas More Catholic School’s 2018-2019  
academic year are being accepted now through February 9, 2018. 
Named a 2016 Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, STM School  
continues to fulfill our goal of offering an excellent Catholic education 
for students in Kindergarten through 8th grade. STM encourages all 
interested families to apply. The online application and a list of  
required supporting documents are available in the Admissions  
section of the school website (www.stmga.org). The Archdiocese of  
Atlanta and STM School offer financial aid for qualifying families based 
on documented need. Information and deadlines can be found on the 
school website. For more information or to schedule a school tour, 
please contact Eileen Maron by phone at 404-373-8456 or by email at 
ekm@stmga.org. 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE TALK FOR PROSPECTIVE STM SCHOOL 

FAMILIES 
You’re invited to a coffee talk hosted by STM School Principal, Jerry 
Raymond on Tuesday, January 30, 2018 at 8:30 AM in Mulhern Hall. 
Come meet Principal Jerry Raymond and learn more about STM school 
for the 2018-2019 academic year. During the meeting, Mr. Raymond 
will share information and will answer your questions about STM 
School. 
 
 

STM School celebrated the Mass of the Epiphany 
on Friday, January 5, 2018. Students in 1st grade 
led the Mass as readers, ushers, and gift bearers.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 



PARISH LIFE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

MARIST EVENING SERIES 
Marist School is pleased to offer the MARIST EVENING SERIES, three evenings of captivating courses for adults taught by 
Marist’s talented faculty and staff.  Invite your friends and neighbors and come learn something new at Marist School! 
Courses are offered in religion and spirituality; arts; photography; college planning; computer applications; history and 
culture; and self-discovery. Visit marist.com/eveningseries for complete class listings and descriptions. Questions?  
Contact Maureen Davidson (770) 936-2216 or davidsonm@marist.com 
 

WOMEN AND BIBLICAL HOSPITALITY  
The Marist Mothers Prayer Group invites the women of St. Thomas More to their annual retreat. Directed by Sister  
Barbara Young, r.c. and Sister Susan Arcaro, r.c. Friday, February 2, 2018 at Holy Spirit Catholic Church from 8:30 AM to 
2:15 PM. $40 Registration – Register by January 26, 2018. Includes retreat materials, lunch and refreshments. For  
complete details and registration, visit www.marist.com/mmpg 
 

2018 MLK JR. CELEBRATION JANUARY 20 & 21 
Our theme for this year is “Live in Peace, and the God of Love and Peace Will Be With You” (2 Corinthians 13:11). Our 
events will honor the life and legacy of Dr. King, as well as commemorate the 50th anniversary of his assassination. 
On Saturday, Jan. 20 at 1:00 PM, the Eucharistic Celebration will take place at the Catholic Shrine of the Immaculate  
Conception Church. Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory will be the principal celebrant for this annual Mass honoring Dr. King. 
Our archdiocesan events will conclude with the Youth Celebration at 3:00 PM on Sunday, Jan. 21at St. Peter Claver  
Regional Catholic School. 
Guests to all events are invited to bring canned goods, clothing or cleaning products for donation to the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul Georgia.  
For more information, please contact Mr. Ashley Morris, Associate Director of the Office of Intercultural and Ethnic  
Diversity, at amorris@archatl.com or 404-920-7586. 

FR. PAT: SEE YOU ALL IN JUNE! (CONTINUED FROM COVER) 
After discussing the matter with my Jesuit superior and with the health consultant for the Maryland Province of the  
Jesuits, I decided the best way of proceeding would be to have the surgery in Baltimore and then recovery at  
Colombiere, the Jesuit retirement facility, also in Baltimore.  My orthopedist here at Emory recommended a surgeon in 
Baltimore.  I met with him in late November and we set the date for the surgery at January 30.  Recovery will be at  
Colombiere the following four months.  Some real advantages to Colombiere is having a nursing staff round the clock as 
well as elevators.  Colombiere is a new facility – no more than five years old.  
 

I will need to be in Baltimore no later than January 20 for tests to determine the kind of rehab I will need.  Before  
arriving in Baltimore I will use the time to visit with family and friends in the Pennsylvania-New Jersey area.  It’s been a 
long time not seeing family.  
 

My plans also include returning to STM sometime in June!  And I can honestly tell you I do not look forward to being 
away from you, but it is clearly what I need to do.  So – see you all in June!  And let’s pray for one another. 
Fr. Pat 
 

ANNUAL EPIPHANY POTLUCK WAS A SUCCESS 
The annual Epiphany celebration was held on January 6th in Mulhern hall after the 5:30 PM mass. It featured dance  
performances choreographed and directed by parishioner Myrna Hardjono, with special assistance from Dwi Hardjono 
and Margaretha Darmawan; and a pot luck supper, with the main course provided by Cyndy Fordyce, assisted by  
several other parishioners.  
 

 
 

http://marist.myschoolapp.com/podium/push/Log.aspx?s=216&snd=23e1aca0-af4f-4b26-96b3-3e12f1671359&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.marist.com%2fpage%2fMarist-School-Events%2fMarist-Evening-Series&lbl=MARIST+EVENING+SERIES
http://marist.myschoolapp.com/podium/push/Log.aspx?s=216&snd=23e1aca0-af4f-4b26-96b3-3e12f1671359&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.marist.com%2fpage%2fMarist-School-Events%2fMarist-Evening-Series&lbl=marist.com%2feveningseries
http://www.marist.com/mmpg


STM LIFE GROUPS 
STM is forming small faith communities who will meet regularly (a ten meeting 
commitment). It’s a great way to cultivate your faith and form new community 
and friendships. At each gathering you will join in some sort of meal, reflect, 
share, and pray with your fellow group members. Each life group has a  
facilitator and may have certain themes and will meet at different times and 
locations (see the signup for those details). Space is limited but we hope to  
develop new groups throughout the months. Sign up on the parish website. 
www.stmgaparish.org 
 

POPE FRANCIS, THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
Fr. Bryan Hehir will examine the distinct roles of Pope Francis as pastor, administrator and diplomat on Monday, Feb. 19 
from 7:15-8:15 PM in the Claudia Nance Rollins Building—P-Level Auditorium at Emory University. Fr. Hehir is the author 
of Catholic Charities USA: 100 years at the Intersection of Charity and Justice and Liberty and Power: A Dialogue on Religion and 
U.S. Foreign Policy in an Unjust World.  He is a highly acclaimed speaker on a wide variety of topics; his teaching, research 
and writing focus on ethics and foreign policy and the role of religion in world politics and American society.  
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM 
A 12-Week Study of Christianity Through a Contemporary Catholic Lens, starting February 21 
Join Fr Mark Wednesdays at 7 PM to explore our rich Catholic tradition using Lawrence S.  
Cunningham’s book, An Introduction to Catholicism. Space is limited. To learn more and sign up visit the 
parish website www.stmgaparish.org 
 

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS 

2 NIGHT RETREAT: FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE FEBRUARY 9-11 
 

Fall in Love, Stay in Love...and it will decide everything. For more info: www.ignatiushouse.org. 
 

‘FALL IN LOVE' TRACK - Preparing for Marriage? 
Invite God into your relationship as you discern the practicalities and deep values that are the glue to a joy-filled life. This 
retreat fulfills Diocesan marriage requirements.  Each participant will have a private bedroom and bathroom. 
Directed by Sarah and Andy Otto 
 

‘STAY IN LOVE' Track - Already Married? 
Explore how God desires to continue to breathe life into your marriage, companioning you at each stage of your  
relationship. Couples will share a room and bathroom, unless otherwise requested. Directed by Maria and John Cressler. 
 

WALKING WITH PURPOSE  
Join the women of our community in weekly scripture study and faith-filled reflection. Walking With Purpose meets  
Monday evenings at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. This is an opportunity to spend more time with God and the women of our 
parish. You can learn more by visiting the parish website www.stmgaparish.org. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY) 
FROM CONFLICT TO COMMUNICATION 
Join the YAM table and bring your favorite appetizer, side or dessert for the Catholic-Lutheran Dialogue & the Next 500 
Years event on January 28 at 6:30 PM in Mulhern Hall. A main entrée will be provided. Contact Andy Otto for more info 
aotto@stmga.org.  
 

YAM SERVICE PROJECT 
Join us on Saturday, February 3 as we volunteer at Birthright Pregnancy Center. A carpool will leave STM at 9:30 AM. All 
are welcome! We will be organizing maternity clothes, cleaning, sorting 
donations and helping any way that is needed. Contact Kathleen at  
kathleenloesel@gmail.com to RSVP.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2018 
First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after noon mass  
February: Event with S-Factor (STM's Senior Group) and YAM 
February 3: Service Project at Birthright (see above for more info) 
March 9th to 11th: Living with (the) Passion: A Lenten Young Adult  
Retreat 
April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass 
 
 


