January 15, 2017 | 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

SECOND COLLECTION FOR EDGE AND LIFETEEN CANCELLED

The second collection scheduled for this weekend to benefit our EDGE and
Lifeteen programs has been cancelled. When the EDGE and Lifeteen budgets were
prepared this past spring, we provided for sufficient revenue from other sources to
fully fund all EDGE and Lifeteen programs. Since the revenue expected from the
second collection is not needed, the collection has been cancelled.
We encourage parishioners to continue to support our important EDGE and
Lifeteen programs by making your regular weekly contribution to the parish, by
giving a bit extra when you and your family purchase donuts and coffee on Sunday
mornings (proceeds from this ministry go to the EDGE and Lifeteen programs), and
by otherwise supporting our youth ministry.

On Monday January 16th, there will be one daily mass at 10:00 AM.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, January 16, 2017
10:00 AM Kathleen Gumbleton †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, January 17, 2017
5:30 PM Kim Chung Sun and Kim Chong Sik †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, January 18, 2017
5:30 PM Wendy Nelson and family
Kyle Huhtanen and family
THURSDAY, January 19, 2017
5:30 PM Kristina Bolinas
Janet Lorentz †
FRIDAY, January 16, 2017
5:30 PM Edith Locsin
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
One of the most visible effects of
the Second Vatican Council is the
reform of the Eucharistic liturgy, or
the Mass. Most Catholics are too
young to remember the
pre-Vatican II “Tridentine” Mass,
and it may be hard for these
persons to appreciate the
magnitude of that reform. Most
Catholics may even take the
reforms for granted. It might be
useful to recall a couple of the
fundamental principles that guided the Church’s actions.
First, the Council made it clear that it was undertaking a
“general restoration of the liturgy.” Vatican II, Constitution
on the Sacred Liturgy, #21. In other words, in its reform, the
Council wasn’t enacting liturgical innovations; rather, the
Council was bringing back to the liturgy ancient
understandings and practices that had been lost over
time and that preceded by centuries the 16th century
Tridentine rite.
Second, in reforming the liturgy, the Council meant above
all to enhance the ability of the people to participate in
the liturgy by making the liturgical texts and rites more
understandable. The Council unambiguously declared
that “all the faithful should be led to that full, conscious,
and active participation in liturgical celebrations which is
demanded by the very nature of liturgy.” Constitution,
#14. Indeed, this participation by all the people “is the
aim to be considered before all else.” Constitution, #14.
To this end, the Council said: “The (liturgical) rites should
be distinguished by a noble simplicity. They should be
short, clear, and free from useless repetitions. They
should be within the people’s powers of comprehension,
and normally should not require much explanation.”
Constitution, #34. The Council stated that “the people
should be encouraged to take part (in the liturgy) by
means of acclamations, responses, psalms, antiphons,
hymns, as well as by actions, gestures, and bodily
attitudes.” Constitution, #30. Significantly, the Council
stated, “And at the proper time, a re ve re nt sile nce should
be observed.” Constitution, #30 (emphasis added).
A reverent silence.
In a subsequent document, the Ge ne ral Instruction of the
Roman Missal, the bishops specified what are the “proper
times” for silence during the Mass: 1) during the
penitential rite, 2) at the conclusion of each of the
Scripture readings, 3) at the conclusion of the homily, and
4) after Communion. Ge ne ral Instruction, #45. The
Instruction states that the primary purpose of the silence
is “to promote meditation” so that “the Word of God may
be grasped by the heart.” General Instruction, #56. Silence

is necessary “so any sort of haste that hinders
recollection may be avoided.” General Instruction, #56.
My sense is that more than fifty years after the close of
the Council, Catholics are participating reasonably fully
and actively and consciously in words, song, and actions
as the Council hoped, but we haven’t yet gotten the
silence part down very well.
We want to do better. We will be instructing our lectors,
musicians, cantors, and presiders to take better care to
observe the desired periods of silence. For example,
lectors will be asked to pause before approaching the
ambo to allow the people in the Assembly to settle, and
not to begin proclaiming the Scriptures until they have
the Assembly’s full attention. After the lectors finish
proclaiming the Scriptures and have returned to their
seats, there will be a brief period when there will be no
movement of ministers, when there will be a period of
“reverent silence.” How long a period of silence? Long
enough for the silence to serve its purpose. Lectors,
cantors, and presiders will observe this silence after each
of the readings.
My hope is that persons participating in the liturgy will
notice a difference, and that they will feel the quiet, and
that they will know that it is intentional. More
importantly, I hope that participants in the Mass will allow
the silence to work in them, and that the proclaimed
Word will resonate in them and move them.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)

Contact: Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or
404-378-4588 ext 119
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM
Instagram @stmyam

KICK OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH YAM!
Calling all parishioners in their 20s and 30s to grow in
community with the launching of a New Year Young Adult
Ministry. After the holiday craziness dies down, add a
resolution to get involved with your peers in STM's
abundant Young Adult Ministry. Whether you seek an
increase in Catholic community, service or prayer, come
and see what YAM can offer you. For more information
contact stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com and have your
voice heard by filling out our short YAM Survey here:
https://goo.gl/forms/jWAvowZFff6lwdU12.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY
Adult faith formation wants to hear from you! Please take
a moment to take the brief survey, so we can serve you the
parishioner better!
tinyurl.com/j4mo6zu
Or find the link on our parish website.

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—HELP WANTED!

STM is in need of ushers to serve at all of the Sunday
Masses. Here you will find a brief description of exactly what
the ushers do at Mass.
A church usher is a person who helps ensure a smoothly
running church service and who ministers to people in a
variety of practical ways. The specific responsibilities of an
usher vary with the church, but his duties usually include
greeting people as they arrive for the service, assisting
people with special needs, and collecting the offering.
Before the church service starts, the ushers will often have
the responsibility to check the thermostat, check the
restrooms, make sure the hymnals are placed correctly, and
prepare the bulletins for distribution. As the churchgoers
arrive, the ushers will act as door keepers, greeting each
person with a smile, shaking hands, and handing out
bulletins. They are also available to answer visitors’
questions and extend extra help in seating those who need
the assistance. Often, the ushers will escort people to the
proper nursery or Sunday school classroom, especially if the
church building is a large one.
After the service, ushers will again be at the door to greet
the congregation as they leave and provide assistance as
needed. The ushers will then make sure that the sanctuary
is tidy.
If anyone is interested in the ministry of usher please
contact Joe Messina Director of Worship. 404-378-4588x120

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon Jan 16

Walking with Purpose 7:30 PM Mulhern

Tues Jan 17

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Jan 17

RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Wed Jan 18

Book Club Ann Dugan’s House

Thurs Jan 19

Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym

Sun Jan 22

The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM

Sun Jan 22

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

Sun Jan 22

S Factor outing to Arts Station

Sun Jan 22

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

Mon Jan 23

Walking with Purpose 7:30 PM Mulhern

Tues Jan 24

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Jan 24

RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Wed Jan 25

S Factor lunch 12:30 PM at Mason’s Tavern

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)





SERVICE PROJECT: On the Move – Saturday, Jan. 21st – We’re helping Cristo Rey move to their new location
downtown. Many hands are needed to help with this—free lunch & t-shirts for those who volunteer! Signup on the
parish website.
Last Confirmation class is Sunday, January 29th @ 3:15 PM in the St. Julie Room. Entrance is through the parish
library.
Saturday, Feb. 4th – XLT at All Saints 7:30-9:00pm. Speaker is Jackie Francois Angel and the band is Ben Walther.
Sign up is on the website.

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 NET retreat is Friday Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM
 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of
fun, music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG!

PARISH GIVING
THANK YOU TO OUR “COUNTERS”
STM thanks the several persons who have faithfully counted
the collection proceeds every week for many, many
months. This is a great service to the parish and its
staff. These "counters" are: Brenda Valteau, Patsy Warren,
Patricia Weaver, Beth Wein, Margaret Ericson, and Ellen
Hogan.

SECOND COLLECTION NOTICE
The second collection on January 21-22 will be for the
Archdiocese of Atlanta Hispanic Ministries. All contributions
will stay in the Archdiocese to help all the established
Hispanic ministries.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
MISSION TRIP SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

Congratulations to both
Grier and Theodore Jobson
on their scholarships from
Youth in Mission! Grier and
Theodore both received
funds from the
organization to support
their upcoming mission trip
work. Grier is a member of
STM Lifeteen and is going
on a mission trip with SPX
high school. Theodore is a member of STM EDGE and is
going on CHWC mission trip this summer.

GIVE A RIDE, GET A RIDE

I CARE, Inc. matches volunteer drivers with senior citizens
(including seniors with disabilities) who, for financial and
medical reasons, have no other means of transportation to
medical appointments. Volunteer drivers use their own
vehicles to provide free door-to-door transportation on
weekdays, between 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM.

Why don’t bananas get lonely?
Because they hang around in bunches.

I CARE, based in downtown Decatur, has provided this
important volunteer service to senior citizens since 1998. If
you are a senior in need of a ride or are interested in
driving, please contact Lori Webster, Assistant Director, at
404-377-2273 or 404-376-6415 or
coordinator@icareseniors.org or Tom Simon, Director, at
770-378-8999 or director@icareseniors.org. For more
information, visit www.icare seniors.org. The STM contact is
Ginny Lester 404-512-7394 GinMill96@aol.com.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
THE S FACTOR JANUARY ACTIVITIES

Friday, Jan. 20—Movie Night: "Sully" 7 PM in St. Julie
room
Sunday, Jan. 22—"In His Own Words" at the Arts
Station in Stone Mountain
Wednesday, Jan. 25—Lunch at Mason's Tavern at
12:30 PM

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BOWLING OUTING
On January 2, The Knights of Columbus hosted a night of
bowling for members and their families at the Comet Pub
and Lanes in Decatur. Scores ranged from not so
impressive to not so bad, but a great time was had by all.
Father Mark pinch hit for a few frames and prizes were
awarded for top scores, including Stuart Brady, John and
Porter Harrast, and Michael Welter.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW
The Knights of Columbus invite all boys and girls ages 9 14 to participate in this year's Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Championship. The Local Competition will be held
on Sunday, February 5, 2017 at the St. Thomas More
gymnasium. The gym will open at 1:00 for warm-ups with
the event beginning at 1:30. The Knights of Columbus
sponsor the Free Throw Championship annually, with
winners progressing through local, district and state
championship competitions. The Knight's will also offer an
unofficial Free Throw Contest for all children ages 5-8 to
take place at the same time and location. Questions
concerning the Free Throw Championship can be directed
to Greg Amoroso at 404-941-7494.

VALENTINE'S POTLUCK DINNER
STM’s First Potluck of 2017 has been rescheduled to Saturday, February 11th in Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 PM Mass.
Entertainment will be provided by Myrna Hardjorno’s
dance group. Bring a dish that will serve 10—12
A TO G SIDES (potatoes, veggies, etc.)
H TO M desserts
N TO Z salad
If you plan to attend please RSVP. The sign up board will
be available in the narthex beginning Jan 28th or you can
call the parish office at 404-378-4588.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months
– preschool (including 3 yr olds no longer enrolled
in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our
9:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes
before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each
week. You can focus on mass while they have fun and play
in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family
Room. Volunteer opportunities always available.
Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST

All women are invited to the Magnificat Prayer Breakfast on Sat., Jan. 28, 2017, from 9:30 AM-12 PM at Holy Cross Church,
3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. The guest speaker will be Gail Buffong, of St. Benedict the Moor Church, Columbus.
Breakfast reservations are $15 and must be made in advance. Please mail check, payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, by
Jan. 21 to: Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Check-in is at the door for those with
reservations only. For information call Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.

MARIST EVENING SERIES

Marist School is pleased to offer the Marist evening series, three evenings of captivating courses for adults taught by
Marist's talented faculty and staff. Course topics include religion and spirituality; arts and music, photography; college
planning; computer applications; history and culture; self-discovery and genealogy. Invite your friends and neighbors and
come learn something new at Marist School!
When: Mondays, January 23, January 30, and February 6, 2017
Registration: Register online at marist.com/e ve ningseries.
Questions? Contact Claire Walls at e ve ningse rie s@marist.com.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Looking For a Way to Include God In Your Relationship? Find some new ideas on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.
The Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is 44 hours where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores and
phones…and focus on each other (the way it all began). This weekend can help you find greater depth, growth and enrichment
in your relationship. The next Weekend is scheduled for February 24-26 at the Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get
more information or apply online at GATNwwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.

STM SCHOOL APPLICATION DEADLINE

Applications for STM School’s 2017-2018 academic
year are being accepted through February 6, 2017.
The online application and a list of required
supporting documents are available in the Admissions
section of the school website (www.stmga.org). The
Archdiocese of Atlanta and STM School offer financial
aid for qualifying families based on documented need.
Information and deadlines can be found on the school
website. Named a 2016 Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence, STM School continues to fulfill our goal of
offering an excellent Catholic education for students in
Kindergarten through 8th grade. For more information
or to schedule a school tour, please contact Eileen
Maron by phone at 404-373-8456 or by email at
ekm@stmga.org.

PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE TALK FOR PROSPECTIVE
STM SCHOOL FAMILIES

1st Grade led the Epiphany Mass celebrated by
the whole school on Friday, January 6th

If you’re interested in learning more about STM school
for the 2017-2018 academic year, come meet STM
School Principal, Jerry Raymond. During the meeting,
Mr. Raymond will share information about our school,
and there will time for questions.
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 at 8:30 AM in Mulhern Hall

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS
St. Alberto Hurtado, SJ (1901-1952)

Born in Vina del Mar, Chile, in 1901, Albert
Hurtado-Cruchaga developed a concern for the poor of
Santiago's slums as an adolescent, a concern which
flourished during his apostolic life as a Jesuit. In 1944 he
established Hogar de Cristo to found hospices for the
many homeless people in the city of Santiago. Alberto is
remembered for his charity, his Christ-like love of the
poor, and his faithfulness to the Church's social
doctrine.
Question:
How do I live a faith that does justice?
Prayer:
May families be recognized as true domestic churches
of the Lord, whose members find a favorable
environment for growth in faith, hope, and charity.
St. Alberto Hurtado, pray for us.
Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com to learn more about
other Jesuit Saints.

POPE FRANCIS’ JANUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Christians at the service of the challenges of
humanity.
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching
by striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the
challenges facing humanity.

"SILENCE": THE TRUE STORY OF THE JESUITS IN
JAPAN
Decades in the making, Martin Scorsese’s “Silence” tells
the story of Portuguese Jesuit missionaries in
17th century Japan. Although the film is based on a
fictional novel by the Japanese author Endo Shusaku,
many of the events and people depicted in “Silence” are
real.
For more information about the movie, visit jesuits.org
The film is playing locally at the Midtown Art Cinema.
The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

