
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         January 20, 2019—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 BUILDING COMMUNITIES OF WELCOME  
Week three of our special segment highlighting the personal stories of many 
STM parishioners and families.  
 

  
 The Story of Mesrak Nadew. (Parishioner at STM since 2012)  
 
In April of 2018, a dawn of hope gleamed for Ethiopians. 
A new Prime Minister who leads with integrity, wisdom, 
and fear of the Lord, came to power as a result of  
people’s prayer, lamentation and popular protest.  

Since 1972, Ethiopians suffered seventeen years of  
oppression under a communist regime. The transition 
was however from the frying pan to the fire. The  
following government brought twenty-seven years of 
ethnic discrimination, hatred and conflict. There was no freedom of  
expression, press or assembly. Anyone who tried to express alternative views 
to government policy could be imprisoned indefinitely or executed without a 
trial.  
 
Continued on page 4. 

          SURVIVING DIVORCE  
Divorce and separation is hard. A new twelve-week program, Surviving Divorce  
will meet every other week beginning on Tuesday, January 22 at 7:00 PM in the 
Family Room. See page 6 for more information. 

       WEEKLY FOOD DRIVE 
 

We are now collecting donations on a WEEKLY 
basis! We encourage you to make this part of 
your Mass-going ritual: bring one food item each 
week to support our local community.  
Donations will continue to support DEAM, SVdP 
and Latin American Association and can be 
placed in the bins in the narthex. Thank you for 
your generosity! 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, Jan. 21  Margaret Pate † 

Tuesday, Jan. 22  Ray Bowman † 

Wednesday, Jan. 23 John and Florence Armstrong † 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Marge Gulick  
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Jeanette Murphy  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Tues., Jan. 22  Scripture Study—1:30 to 3:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Divorced or Separated Support Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM—Family Room   
 

Wed., Jan. 23  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
   STM Youth Summit Bible Study—7:00 to 8:00 PM—Youth Room 
 

Thurs., Jan 24  STM Youth Bible & Biscuits—7:30 to 8:00 AM—Chapel 
 

Fri., Jan. 25  Tai Chi—10:30 to 11:30 AM—Church 
 

Sat., Jan. 26  Merton Book Group—11:00 to 1:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
 

Sun., Jan. 27  KoC Basketball Free Throw Contest—2:00 PM—Gym 
       

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J.,  Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Some housekeeping matters… 
 
First, parishioners are surely aware 
that several non-Catholics regularly 
participate in STM liturgies and other 
activities.  Some of these are  
non-Catholic spouses of Catholics, 
while others are simply non-Catholic 
individuals who have found that STM 
meets their need to belong to a  
vibrant faith community.  It goes without saying that these 
non-Catholics are as welcome at STM as any Catholic, and I 
trust STM parishioners extend them the hospitality that is 
their due.  If any parishioner has a concern about a  
non-Catholic’s participation in parish activities, the  
parishioner should speak directly to me or one of the other 
priests, and not the individual (unless, of course, it is a 
word of welcome).  The parishioner can be confident that 
we will deal with the matter appropriately. 
 
Second, I want to thank parishioners for their very  
generous end-of-year financial gifts to the parish.  Carol 
Palmer, our STM Business Manager, tells me that the total 
revenue this year far exceeded what we received for the 
same period in past years.  The parishioners who count, 
record, and deposit the weekly offertory and second  
collections worked all day on January 7 sorting through 
your contributions.  (Many thanks to them too!) 
 
Incidentally, parishioners know that any contribution to the 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal in excess of our parish goal is 
entirely returned to STM.  Since we met our Appeal goal 
some time ago, the Archdiocese has returned to us more 
than $100,000. 
 
STM parishioners are the best. 
 
Third, Archbishop Gregory met with the Parish Council as 
promised the evening of January 9 to hear Council  
members’ concerns about the current abuse crisis in the 
Church and the bishops’ response to the crisis.  He stayed 
for about an hour and a half, answering questions and 
offering comments on a number of issues.  The Council will 
soon be reporting to parishioners on the substance of the 
meeting, the Council’s reaction to the Archbishop’s words, 
and the Council’s plans for next steps. 
 
We thank the Archbishop for giving us his time, and I again 
thank the Council for its initiative in this project and  
encourage them as they move forward.  
 

Fourth, one of the great challenges in any large  
organization is effectively communicating with its  
members.  STM is no exception.  Over the past three years, 
we have tried to improve our communications.  First, we 
contracted with Marbles Media (marblesmedia.com), a  
local communications company owned by parishioners 
Shon and Shelly Stafford, to advise us, to manage, and to 
oversee our communications.  From the beginning, Shelly 
and Shon told us was that we need to utilize a variety of 
media if we are to have any chance of reaching a broad 
range of parishioners.  In response, we have completely  
redesigned our parish website, making it more informative 
and easier to navigate.  We redesigned our parish bulletin.  
We initiated an electronic newsletter that goes out weekly 
to more than 1,500 households, and we developed the 
capacity to send out special “email blasts” when some  
important, time-sensitive news needs to be circulated 
quickly.  We are now on Facebook.  We have standardized 
announcements after each of the weekend Masses, and 
we have installed pamphlet racks and video monitors in 
the narthex area.  There may be more we can do, and if 
you have any suggestions, let me know.   
 
If you are not receiving our electronic newsletter and  
special electronic mailings, call the office so we can add 
you to our mailing list. 
 
Finally, I encourage parishioners to take advantage of the 
retreats offered at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center in 
Sandy Springs.  I recommend two retreats in particular: 
one led by parishioner, Carl McColman from January 31 to 
February 3 (“Two Paths to Contemplative Prayer: Spiritual 
Wisdom from St. Ignatius and Thomas Merton”); a men’s 
retreat that I will be leading from Feb. 8 to 10 “Freed for 
Commitment: The Paradox of the Spiritual Life.”  Check the 
Ignatius House website (www.ignatiushouse.org) for the full 
list of offerings.  
 
And speaking of retreats, I will be making my own annual 
retreat beginning January 18 and continuing through  
January 26.  Please pray for me. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed  
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from  
9:00 AM-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 
PM for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS BUILDING COMMUNITIES OF WELCOME  

Continued from cover… 
Few government and military officials held ninety percent of the 
businesses in the country and openly diverted Foreign Aid. In  
general, the best possible way to survive in Ethiopia was to remain 
silent or to join the corrupt ruling party.  My family and I concerned 
for our children’s future, arrived at a decision of starting a new life 
in USA.  In 2010, we moved to USA from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  
Prior to moving to USA, I was working for the United States Agency 
for International Development-USAID as the Public Health  
Specialist.  
 
In September of 2010, during my farewell party, the USAID  
Mission Director in Ethiopia spoke kind words and he concluded by 
stating that my departure was a loss to Ethiopia and a gain for USA. 
That same week, I went to pay my respect to Cardinal  
Berhaneyesus Demerew Souraphiel of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He 
said “All of you are leaving. Ethiopia’s loss is going to be America’s 
gain”.  The depth of the meaning of these messages came clear to 
me when I met majority of my classmates in DC.  
 
The health sector in USA employs significant number of health pro-
fessionals from other countries. Of the roughly 853,000 health care 
professionals employed as physicians and surgeons in 2010, more 
than one-quarter (27 percent) were foreign born. (https://
www.migrationpolicy.org ) The number of medical schools in USA is 
fewer than the number of Specialty Training Hospitals  
demonstrating USA’s reliance on foreign trained doctors to  
provide health care to the population. A similar trend exists in oth-
er sectors such as Technology, Engineering, Construction,  
Agriculture and hospitality. USA benefits from migrant workforce by 
attracting young, healthy, productive and skilled workers.  
Developing countries’ loss is USA’s gain. 
 
God gave my family everything we needed in the new place, Silver 
Spring, Maryland. I got my first job in Washington, DC as a Technical 
Advisor for USAID contractor, within four weeks of arrival. My  
former supervisor who is now my friend was welcoming. Saint 
Michael’s Church in Silver Spring lifted my spirit. I moved to Georgia 
and to STM in 2012 following my husband’s training at Grady  
Hospital. 
 
God is love and welcoming is one act of love.  Welcoming doesn’t 
cost anything but enhances happiness and wellbeing to oneself.  “A 
study by Steve Cole and Barbara Fredrickson in 2013, evaluated 
levels of inflammation at the cellular level in people that describe 
themselves as "very happy." Inflammation is at the root of cancer 
and other diseases and is generally high in people who live under a 
lot of stress. They found that people who were happy because they 
lived the "good life" (sometimes also known as "hedonic happi-
ness") had high inflammation levels but on the other hand, people 
who were happy because they lived a life of purpose or meaning 
(sometimes also known as "eudaimonic happiness") had low  
inflammation levels. A life of meaning and purpose is one focused 
less on satisfying oneself and more on others.” 
(www.phychologytoday.com ) 
 
Random act of kindness such as, greeting with smile, holding  
meaningful conversations, showing gratitude, sharing information, 
time and other resources, inviting immigrant parishioners for 
American Holidays such as Thanksgiving and July 4th, and  
extending invitation to participate in Church Ministry, can be  
considered as avenues of creating a welcoming community of faith. 
 
I have the pleasure of knowing a number of exceptional people at 
STM who do all of the above and more. 
 
Thank you STM-Social Justice Committee for giving me this  
opportunity to share my story. Peace and Blessings of Christ be 
with you All! 

 

PARISH FIANCES 

http://www.stmga.org


 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

STM YOUTH DINNER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
Interested in providing dinner for our youth? Please visit the parish website to sign up. 
 

5:30 MASS USHERS & READERS NEEDED  
Sign up on the parish website if you’re interested in serving as an usher or reader at the Sunday 5:30 PM Mass.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—HELP NEEDED  
We are currently looking to fill a spot for a catechist and an assistant to teach Religious Education for the remainder of 
the year. If you are interested, please contact Rey DelValle at: rdelvalle@gmail.com. Thank you and God bless.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

THE BLACK CATHOLIC REVOLUTION AND ITS REVERBERATIONS, 50 YEARS LATER  
Dr. Matthew J. Cressler, scholar of race and religion in America, will speak about the history of the Black Catholic move-
ment and its potential to forever change the face of U.S. Catholicism. Feb. 7, 7:00 PM, Mulhern Hall.  
 

STM COFFEEHOUSE—COMPASSION FOR CHRISTIANS  
Sunday, Feb. 3, after the 9:30 AM Mass, Julie Room 
Whoever said we were supposed to be perfect? Our inner critic steps in to mercilessly judge and criticize us for our all too 
human shortcomings. Our faith speaks of a God who is merciful, just, and loving. Is there any way to quiet the inner critic 
and have more care for ourselves, so that we can be more available to those around us? Parishioner and psychotherapist 
Josh Pease will share about meditative traditions of the Eastern religions, as well as Christianity ’s own contemplative  
tradition, and offer practices to increase our awareness of our inner world. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY STARTS BACK IN FEBRUARY  
Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 PM starting Feb. 4 
We hope you will join us on Mondays - feel free to invite friends!  Program runs 8 weeks. Visit the parish website to learn 
more and register. www.stmgaparish.org 
 

MORE THEOLOGY 
MORE Theology is a series of St. Thomas More classes on topics that affect us as Catholics, including theology, church  
history, spirituality, liturgy, and church teaching. The History of American Catholicism—March 4, 18, 25 — Mondays, 7:00 
PM. Instructor: Dr. William Cossen). Introduction to Liturgy—Apr. 24 – May 29, 2019 — Wednesdays, 7:00 PM. Instructor: 
Dr. Louanne Bachner). Register now on the parish website. www.stmgaparish.org 

PARISH FINANCES 
STM RECEIVES BEQUEST FROM YOUNG ESTATE 

Shortly before Christmas, STM received a generous bequest from the estate of former parishioner Rexford L. Young III.  
We remember him and all our deceased benefactors at every Mass we celebrate at STM. 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

January 20—Atlanta Hispanic Ministries. All contributions will stay in the Archdiocese to help all the established Hispanic 
Ministries.  
February 10—STM’s St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local area. 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

LED INTO THE WILDERNESS: A LENTEN YOUNG ADULT RETREAT  

Lent invites us into a greater intimacy with the God who tenderly loves us. On this 
Lenten retreat, hear God’s invitation to you: know your belovedness, grow in  
friendship with Jesus, be a person of authentic prayer, and learn how to live as a 
prayerful person in the world. Cost: $175 Register here: http://bit.ly/2skCMsW  
Limited funding is available for STM young adults to get $75 off the cost of the retreat. 
Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to enquire.  

mailto:rdelvalle@gmail.com


PARISH LIFE 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
The parish office will be closed on Monday, January 21 for 
Martin Luther King Jr Day. 
 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  
Thursdays at 7:00 PM through March 14 
How, as Christians, are we supposed to handle money and 
personal finance? Join our Financial Peace University group 
for a 9-week course to learn how to beat debt and make a 
plan for the future for your family. This program will offer 
you tools, insights, and scenarios for simple budgeting, 
fighting debt, planning for retirement, real estate, and using 
insurance. Course fee: $109 per family (includes workbook, 
online budgeting tool, online videos). Register now 
at fpu.com/1074560 
 

SURVIVING DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP  
Divorce and separation is hard. A new twelve-week  
program, Surviving Divorce  will meet every other week  
beginning on Tuesday, January 22 at 7pm in the Family 
Room. The cost of the program for participants includes the 
Surviving Divorce Personal Guide and all program  
materials. Find comfort and counsel consistent with  
Catholic Church teachings. You can purchase the workbook 
online from Ascension Press at bit.ly/sdworkbook.  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW CONTEST 
The Knights of Columbus invite all boys 
and girls ages 9 - 14 to participate in 
this year’s Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Championship.  The Local  
Competition will be held on  
Sunday, January 27, 2019 at the St. 
Thomas More gymnasium.  The gym 
will open at 1:30 for warm-ups with the 
event beginning at 2:00.  The Knights of 
Columbus sponsor the Free Throw 
Championship annually, with winners 
progressing through local, district and 
state championship competitions.  The 

Knight's will also offer an unofficial Free Throw Contest for 
all children ages 5-8 to take place at the same time and  
location.  Questions concerning the Free Throw  
Championship can be directed to Greg Amoroso at  
404-578-9949.   

EPIPHANY POTLUCK OF THE YEAR 
The first potluck of the year was a success!  Myrna 
Hardjono’s International Dance Troupe performed  
selections from the Lion King for the entertainment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Myrna Hardjono and Fr. Mark at the potluck. 

 

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 
Fr. Brendan Lally, SJ, of Saint Joseph's University, will lead 
the SJU annual pilgrimage to the Holy Land, June 14-24, 
2019. The pilgrimage is open to all wishing to "Walk in the 
Footsteps of Jesus" at most of the places He touched in His 
life on earth: The Sea of Galilee, Multiplication of Loaves 
site, the Mt. of Beatitudes, the Cave of Jesus, Capharnaum - 
site of many miracles, Cana - site of the Wedding Feast, 
Nazareth - site of the Annunciation, the Jordan River  
Baptismal site, opportunity to float in the Dead Sea,  
Qumran, Tomb of Lazarus, Jerusalem - Gethsemane, Mt. of 
Olives, Last Supper Room,walk the Via Dolorosa - Way of 
the Cross, Mass on Mt. Calvary - site of the Crucifixion, 
Tomb of Christ,  Bethlehem and other sites.  Visit the place 
on the Mt. of Olives that St. Ignatius Loyola venerated as the 
site of the Ascension. 
 
For more information contact Fr. Lally, SJ (blally@sju.edu),  
610-220-5007 or (www.pilgrimages.com/frlally)  
Limited spaces. On a "first come" basis. Final deadline 3/1.  
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
STM SCHOOL 2019-20 ADMISSIONS  

APPLICATIONS DEADLINE: JANUARY 25TH 

Are you looking to apply your child to STM School?  Apply 
now on the Admissions page at www.stmga.org. Contact 
EKM@stmga.org or call 404-373-8456 with questions. 

DOING “MORE” FOR OTHERS 

For Advent, families, teachers and staff at STM School  
created shoeboxes filled with goodies for local students in 
need.  We provided Christmas shoebox blessings to more 
than 375 families in our partnership with Glenn Memorial 
United Methodist Church!   
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL THANKS THE STM FAMILY  
“For STM SVDP conference members, there are times when events come full circle and we can see the positive impact of 
our work in the community, long after a case has been closed. Recently, two caseworkers arranged a visit with a woman that 
had been living with a friend, but that arrangement abruptly ended. Our conference agreed to place her and the younger 
children in an extended stay hotel until her college age daughter, also working part-time, could locate an affordable  
apartment. Several weeks later, this family successfully located an affordable unit in Clarkston. When our caseworker visited 
the property manager to drop off the first month's rent , they realized that they have met before, when the property  
manager was a client. Of course, our caseworker did not reveal how they knew each other. The property manager remarked 
openly that the assistance was pivotal in turning her life around. She gave our caseworker a hug , thanking him. We want to 
thank the STM parish family for supporting the SVDP chapter.”  
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF ATLANTA THANKS STM 
Frances McBrayer, Senior Director of Refugee Services, send a note thanking St. Thomas More parishioners for their  
generosity this Christmas season. “The Giving Tree program that Ms. Pichanick coordinated with us was incredibly  
helpful to our clients. St. Thomas More provided bedding, diapers, school supplies, and winter clothing for our refugee  
clients and for the unaccompanied immigrant children that we serve. These gifts were so needed, and we appreciate you all 
so much for meeting these needs. I also enjoyed participating in the social justice panel on immigration held at STM in  
November. Thank you for that opportunity….We are all very grateful for the support that STM gives our organization and for 
your commitment to social justice and care for those less fortunate.” 
 

THE JESUIT CONFERENCE ON IMMIGRATION TRUTHS AND MYTHS 
During the month of January when STM and the larger Catholic Church are praying and reflecting on the issue of  
immigration and what our Catholic Church teaches on the matter, parishioners may want to check out this link to the Jesuit 
Conference's Office of Justice and Ecology:  http://jesuits.org/news-detail?TN=NEWS-20181217084158. 

COMMUNITY NEWS     
BINGO AND DINNER AT ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The next Bingo and Dinner at All Saints Catholic Church will be on Jan. 24. Complimentary Dinner & Drinks—Doors open at 
6:30 PM for dinner. Bingo begins promptly at 7:30 PM. Admission $15 per player. All proceeds go to KofC Charities. 
 

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS??  MAKE A RETREAT AT IGNATIUS HOUSE!  

Two Paths to Contemplative Prayer: Spiritual Wisdom from St. Ignatius and Thomas Merton  
January 31- February 3—Directed by Carl McColman  
Men’s Retreat—Freed for Commitment: The Paradox of the Spiritual Life  
February 8-10—Directed by Mark Horak, SJ, Ignatius House   
Married Couples Retreat "Fall in Love, Stay in Love"  
February 15-17—Directed by M. Bridget Brennan and Jerome L. Shen  
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  
 

NEED RELIEF FROM STRESS, ANXIETY & BURNOUT? 

Refresh Your Soul with a Peace Retreat at the Monastery! February 8-10. Personal and cultural pressures and challenges  
create stress and anxiety that can result in burnout. This retreat provides tools for opening ourselves to the Peace That  
Passes All Understanding—a Peace that only God can provide—and managing those factors that threaten our Peace.  
Contact Patti at the Monastery in Conyers for a reservation: 770-760-0959 or retreat@trappist.net. 
 

SEX ABUSE CRISIS: FACT, FICTION, FUTURE WITH FR JERRY MCGLONE, SJ  

Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 7:30 PM - Aquinas Center, Emory University  
Fr. McGlone returns to Atlanta to address the church abuse crisis. If you missed his talk at STM, be sure to attend this event. 
A psychotherapist for nearly 30 years, Fr. McGlone served as the co-director of research and staff therapist at the National 
Institute for the Study, Prevention, and Treatment of Sexual Trauma. He has four master’s degrees: one in divinity, one in  
theology and two in clinical and counseling psychology, as well as a Ph.D. in clinical psychology. RSVP here: 
www.aquinas.emory.edu/news-and-events/index.html#/?i=2  
 

GEORGIA TECH CATHOLIC CENTER GALA 

Join us at our Gala 2019 on March 1st at the Foundry at Puritan Mill. Father Josh Allen and Harrison 
Butker, GT alum and Kicker for the Kansas City Chiefs, are hosting this special night to celebrate 90 
years of catholic ministry at Georgia Tech and to support the Chapel Campaign. Join us for cocktails, 
silent auction, dinner and dancing to live music with the Atlanta Beat Band. For tickets and more  
details visit www.gtcatholic.org/gala2019. All are welcome!  

http://www.aquinas.emory.edu/news-and-events/index.html#/?i=2
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