
SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon 
Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

Nursery Available during 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

 

                 January 21, 2018—3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

PARISH FACILITIES MASTER PLAN UNDERWAY 
STM has hired the Washington, D.C., architecture and planning firm of 
Cox Graae+Spack to undertake a comprehensive study of the  
condition and adequacy of our parish buildings and grounds, to  
project future needs for facilities improvements, and to propose a 
phased program of improvements. (continued on page 6) 

STM LIFE GROUPS 

STM is forming small faith communities 
who will meet regularly (a ten meeting  
commitment). At each gathering you will 
join in some sort of meal, reflect, share, 
and pray with your fellow group members. 
Each life group has a facilitator and may have certain themes and will 
meet at different times and locations (see the signup for those details). 
Sign up on the parish website. www.stmgaparish.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUN., JANUARY 28, AT 6:30 PM IN MULHERN HALL 

STM is hosting members of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Decatur for a 
shared meal and a conversation about the evolving relationship  
between the Catholic and Lutheran communities since Martin Luther 
broke with the Catholic Church 500 years ago.  Two professors from 
the Candler School of Theology at Emory University will lead the  
conversation.   



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 

                             
Mon - Jan 22   David Wells † 
Tues- Jan 23   Margaret Pate † 
Wed-Jan 24    Theresa McCool † 
Thurs-Jan 25   Patricia Bryant † 
Fri-Jan 26        Peggy Thuman † 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Jeanne Coleman Chaney, former parishioner  
Ansel Hunte, grandfather of parishioner Jannaea Adams  
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Nina Christine Gorman  
Patrick Welter  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte   
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In order to 
add a name to these lists, you must be either the  person  
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be  
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be 
remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Mon. Jan 22  Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall 
 
 

Tues. Jan 23  RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library 
   RCIA Group—7:00 PM St. Julie Room 
 

Wed. Jan 24  YAM Strategic Planning Meeting—6:30 PM— St. Julie Room  
 

Thurs. Jan 25  S Factor Lunch at Popi’s—12:00 PM—Bus departs   
   Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room 
 

Sat. Jan 26  Merton Group—11:00 AM — St. Julie Room 
   Youth Group Babysitting—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall 
                           

Sun. Jan 27  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM—Parish Library   
   Encountering Jesus—4:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
   Catholic-Lutheran Meal and Dialogue—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall    

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 

Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
rcasals@stmga.org 
 

Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 

Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation  
mcp@stmga.org 
EDGE  and LIFETEEN   youth@stmga.org 
 

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 

Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 

Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 

Aaron Daniecki,  Building Maintenance Technician 
adaniecki@stmga.org 
 

Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 

Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 
 

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 

Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 

 

Emails for STM Business Only 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a 
parishioner.   
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and 
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete 
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any  
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal 
business hours.  



From the Pastor… 
 
STM has a reputation for being a 
friendly parish.  I have heard a 
number of visitors say that their 
experience here was very positive, 
and that they found the STM  
community to be enthusiastic and 
open.  This is always good to hear.  
It tells me that we are doing really 
important things well.  Indeed, it is 
a joy to see parishioners gathering 
after Mass in the narthex and in 
the church itself, greeting one another, and exchanging 
hugs and best wishes. 
 
However, I also occasionally hear parishioners, some of 
whom are relatively new to STM, tell me that they are  
struggling and that they don’t yet feel welcomed or at home 
here.  They say that they feel “on the fringe” of the parish, 
and that it saddens them. This is not good to hear, and it 
tells me that we still have a ways to go in being a truly  
hospitable parish. 
 
STM has a Welcome Committee whose members are  
committed to greeting parishioners as they arrive for Mass 
and for sending emails or hand-written noted to newly  
registered parishioners.  This is a great service to our  
community.  I too send a letter to new parishioners, usually 
within a couple weeks of their registration, welcoming them 
to the parish and encouraging their participation.  These 
are important steps.  But all of us – not just the members of 
the Welcome Committee - share a responsibility to make 
one another feel welcome.   
 
It shouldn’t be left to the newcomer to take the initiative to 
introduce him/herself to established parishioners.  If a  
parishioner sees someone whom he/she doesn’t recognize 
or whose name he/she doesn’t know, the parishioner 
should greet that one. If a parishioner sits down in the pew 
and doesn’t know the person sitting nearby, the parishioner 
should introduce him/herself.  Each of us might make a 
point of introducing ourselves to at least one individual or 
family that we don’t know each Sunday. 
 
I know from experience that, if I enter a room where  
everyone else seems to know someone, but I don’t, and 
where everyone seems to be laughing and chatting with 
someone, but I am not, I feel particularly alone.  Everyone 
seems to belong except me.  It lifts me up when someone 
approaches and says “Hi,” or even just looks my way and 
nods and smiles.  It doesn’t take much to make a big  
difference. 
 
If we don’t reach out to greet strangers when we gather for 
Eucharist, I don’t know where we would do so.  Let’s make 
STM a place where all people feel truly welcome. 
 
Another item.  Parishioners know that the Parish Council 
has been working for several months to articulate our 

sense of self-identity and mission.  The Council is about to 
complete this work and should be publishing its  
conclusions to the parish shortly.  We are now shifting our 
attention to see how our parish’s physical facilities serve 
that identity and mission.  To this end, I have assembled a 
committee of 15 parishioners to advise me in this effort.  
Bill Morrison has agreed to chair this committee. The  
committee has selected and contracted with the  
Washington DC architecture and planning firm of Cox 
Graae+Spack (CGS) to undertake a thorough assessment of 
the condition and remaining useful life of our parish  
buildings, building systems, and grounds; to evaluate their 
ability to meet present and future needs; and to identify 
improvements that are needed to insure that parish  
facilities are capable of meeting our growing, and in some 
cases changing, needs. This planning process, which should 
last about 4 months, will result in a phased program of  
improvements that the parish would hope to undertake 
over several years. 
 
In order to assure that the final plan truly reflects STM’s 
needs and desires, CGS representatives will be meeting 
several times not just with the planning committee, but also 
with parish staff and other parishioners who use parish 
facilities most often.   
 
My hope would be that we could begin to make the “first 
priority” improvements as early as the fall of this year. 
 
Parishioners should watch for further information and  
invitations to participate in the planning process. 
 
One last item.  I again encourage parishioners to  
participate in the upcoming ecumenical program, “From 
Conflict to Communion: Catholic-Lutheran Dialogue and the 
Next 500 Years.”  The program is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 28, at 6:30pm in Mulhern Hall.  STM will host the 
community of St. John’s Lutheran Church for a pot luck  
dinner and a conversation about our hopes for closer  
communion with one another.  Check the bulletin and  
parish website for more information. 
 
Fr. Mark  
 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR  



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at   
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at  
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS LITURGY 

February 3-4—STM St Vincent de Paul  
 
February 14—Ash Wednesday—
Serve Haiti 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.  
 

INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION 
Parishioners might benefit from a short refresher on the 
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and on 
the tongue.  Check out the short video, Sacraments 101:  
Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the  
Paulists, at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .    
 

If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due  
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things much 
easier for the priest or minister who offers you Communion.  
 

GIFT IN MEMORY OF CHRISTINE KENNEDY 

The family of deceased parishioner, Christine Kennedy, has 
made a gift to STM of a Sunday Lectionary and Book of the 
Gospels in memory of Christine. Please remember Christine 
in your prayers. 

PARISH FINANCES 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

8th graders Zoe Scott, Will Jones, Bianca Cardona, Nate Geiger, Mary 
Rose McGoldrick, and Devin Smith were given the Spirit of the 
Retreat award at their 8th grade retreat last week. 

USCCB EMPHASIZE HUMAN BEINGS ALL MADE IN THE 

LIKENESS OF GOD 
The following statement has been issued by James Rogers, 
Chief Communications Officer for the United States  
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), emphasizing the 
USCCB position that all human beings are made in the image 
and likeness of God and therefore deserving of our respect 
and compassion. 
 
"Reports of recent disparaging remarks about African  
countries and Haiti have aroused great concern. As our  
brothers and sisters from these countries are primarily people 
of color, these alleged remarks are especially disturbing.” 
 
Visit www.stmgaparish.org to read the full statement. 

STUDENTS IN THE NEWS 

mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact Mrs. McP  404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle— 
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

SCHOOL NEWS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

EDGE: 
Feb. 4 & 11 EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 6:30 – 6:55 PM.  
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer camp and mission trip) 
 

LIFETEEN: 
Feb. 4 & 11 Lifeteen Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 7:00 PM. Meeting starts after dinner – 8:30 PM. 
Feb. 6 XLT at All Saints 7:00 PM. 
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer camp and mission trip) 
 

YOUTH GROUP BABYSITTING 
The youth groups will provide babysitting for your children (ages 2 to 10 years old) as a fundraiser for our mission trips 
and summer camp on January 27 from 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM. Pick-up is at 8:30 PM prompt in Mulhern Hall. Sign up on the 
parish website www.stmgaparish.org 

STM SCHOOL 8TH GRADE RETREAT 
The 8th grade students at STM School spent 3 days last week at their special 8th grade retreat at Blessed Trinity Shrine in 
Fort Mitchell, Alabama. During their time at the Shrine, the students focused on their relationships with God while having 
an awareness of loving God and themselves, and reaching out to others with such love. Through the activities, prayers, and 
reflections, students developed this sense of love of God out of right relationship and awareness. They examined who they 
are and where they are going in the wider world of high school and beyond. Thank you to our STM parents, faculty, and 
staff for your prayers, guidance, and support in providing our 8th graders with this special opportunity to spend these 
three amazing days on retreat. The annual 8th grade retreat has been a tradition at STM School for 45 years. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE TALK FOR PROSPECTIVE STM SCHOOL FAMILIES 
You’re invited to a coffee talk hosted by STM School Principal, Jerry Raymond on Tuesday, January 30, 2018 at 8:30 AM in 
Mulhern Hall. Come meet Principal Jerry Raymond and learn more about STM school for the 2018-2019 academic year. 
During the meeting, Mr. Raymond will share information and will answer your questions about STM School. 
 

CAMP INVENTION AT STM JUNE 11—15 FROM 9:00 AM—3:30 PM 
Open to rising 1-6 grade students. Campers will create a vehicle of the future, design a 
mechanical robot dog, build futuristic dream homes, and make dinos dance using  
wind-up gearboxes! Local educators lead the week of fun, hands-on, STEM activities that 
encourage children to think big, explore their curiosity, and never give up.  
SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY & SAVE $25! 
Register at campinvention.org or 800.968.4332. 
Use promo code Ideas25.  
Offer expires March 23rd. Price $230 (before discount)   
 



PARISH LIFE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

GREEN TEAM SUMMIT 2018 - GEORGIA INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT 
Our friends at GIPL invite you to attend its first annual Green Team Summit on January 28 at the Temple in Midtown  
Atlanta. Join with people of faith across the region to learn best practices for environmental stewardship and faith-based 
sustainability. The afternoon program includes workshops offering resources & tools to enhance Creation care efforts. 
To learn more & register, visit http://www.gipl.org/event/green-team-summit/. 
 

WOMEN AND BIBLICAL HOSPITALITY  
The Marist Mothers Prayer Group invites the women of St. Thomas More to their annual retreat. Directed by Sister  
Barbara Young, r.c. and Sister Susan Arcaro, r.c. Friday, February 2, 2018 at Holy Spirit Catholic Church from 8:30 AM to 
2:15 PM. $40 Registration – Register by January 26, 2018. Includes retreat materials, lunch and refreshments. For  
complete details and registration, visit www.marist.com/mmpg 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Feb. 23-25. The Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is an experience for couples with good marriages who want to 
improve and enliven their communication to deepen their love for one another. Contact: GATN-wwme.org for an online 
application or 678-242-WWME.  

PARISH FACILITIES MASTER PLAN UNDERWAY (CONTINUED FROM COVER) 
CG+S will begin work by the end of January and will continue through the end of May.  CG+S  plans to have extensive 
conversations with parish staff and parishioners, especially those parishioners closely engaged in parish ministries, to 
assure that this Master Facilities Plan will be responsive to parishioners' needs and desires. 

A committee of 15 parishioners, led by Bill Morrison, has been formed to serve as the parish's primary liaison with CG+S 
throughout the project.  Other members of the Committee are: Alex Azarello, Ann Dugan, Steve Carney, Colleen O'Keeffe, 
Jim Paulino, Cyncy Fordyce, Jerry Raymond, Lynn Amoroso, Margie Crawford, Philip Lee, Steve Ryan, Todd Hines, Tony 
Costantino, and Will Stelton. 
 

KEN MOEBIUS, SJ, JOINS ATLANTA JESUIT COMMUNITY 
 

Kevin Moebius, 36, a second year Jesuit novice, has joined the Atlanta Jesuit Community at STM on a 
temporary assignment.  Kevin is from Toledo, Ohio.  He has an undergraduate degree in Naval  
Architecture and Marine Engineering from the University of Michigan, and a Master's Degree in  
Catholic Studies from The Athenaeum of Ohio. 
 
Kevin will work primarily at Cristo Rey High School, but STM parishioners may encounter him around 
the parish over the next few months.  Please welcome him. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP 
The Knights of Columbus invite all boys and girls ages 9 - 14 to participate in this year’s Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship on Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 1:30 PM in the STM gymnasium (warm-ups begin at 1:00 PM).  The 
Knights sponsor the championship annually, with winners progressing through local, district and state championship 
competitions.  There will also be an unofficial Free Throw Contest for all children ages 5-8 to take place at the same time 
and location.  Contact Greg Amoroso at 404-941-7494.      
 

STM PARISH WEEKLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER 
Sign up for our weekly email newsletter to stay informed about parish news and events. It ’s easy to do and you’ll always 
know what’s going on at our parish! Visit www.stmgaparish.org to register. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds, 
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses). Questions? Contact our 
Nursery Coordinator:  Mary Ann Brock  404-520-9915  dmabrock@bellsouth.net 

 

http://www.gipl.org/event/green-team-summit/
http://www.marist.com/mmpg


POPE FRANCIS, THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
Fr. Bryan Hehir will examine the distinct roles of Pope Francis as pastor, administrator and diplomat on Monday, Feb. 19 
from 7:15-8:15 PM in the Claudia Nance Rollins Building—P-Level Auditorium at Emory University. Fr. Hehir is the author 
of Catholic Charities USA: 100 years at the Intersection of Charity and Justice and Liberty and Power: A Dialogue on Religion and 
U.S. Foreign Policy in an Unjust World.  He is a highly acclaimed speaker on a wide variety of topics; his teaching, research 
and writing focus on ethics and foreign policy and the role of religion in world politics and American society.  
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM 
A 12-Week Study of Christianity Through a Contemporary Catholic Lens, starting February 21 
Join Fr Mark Wednesdays at 7 PM to explore our rich Catholic tradition using Lawrence S.  
Cunningham’s book, An Introduction to Catholicism. Space is limited. To learn more and sign up visit the parish website 
www.stmgaparish.org 
 

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS 

2 NIGHT RETREAT: FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE FEBRUARY 9-11 
 

Fall in Love, Stay in Love...and it will decide everything. For more info: www.ignatiushouse.org. 
 

‘FALL IN LOVE' TRACK - Preparing for Marriage? 
Invite God into your relationship as you discern the practicalities and deep values that are the glue to a 
joy-filled life. This retreat fulfills Diocesan marriage requirements.  Each participant will have a private 
bedroom and bathroom. Directed by Sarah and Andy Otto 
 

‘STAY IN LOVE' Track - Already Married? 
Explore how God desires to continue to breathe life into your marriage, companioning you at each 
stage of your relationship. Couples will share a room and bathroom, unless otherwise requested.  
Directed by Maria and John Cressler. 
 

WOMEN’S LENTEN RETREAT—I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS 
Feb. 16-18; During this retreat we will reflect on these words and their meaning. Retreat directors will be Cenacle Sisters 
Susan Arcaro and Barbara Young. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or call 404-255-0503 to register.  
 

MEN’S LENTEN RETREAT—LETTING CHRIST LEAD: 
Feb. 23-25; In this retreat for men, explore forgiveness of self and the need for companionship, how to listen to the 
word of God, how to be humble in our dealings with others and how to seek God in all things. Retreat directors will be 
Jesuit Father Peter Fink and Andy Otto. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or call 404-255-0503 for information.  
 

WALKING WITH PURPOSE  
Join the women of our community in weekly scripture study and faith-filled reflection. Walking With Purpose meets  
Monday evenings at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. This is an opportunity to spend more time with God and the women of our 
parish. You can learn more by visiting the parish website www.stmgaparish.org. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)  
 

FROM CONFLICT TO COMMUNICATION 
Join the YAM table and bring your favorite appetizer, side or dessert for the Catholic-Lutheran Dialogue & the Next 500 
Years event on January 28 at 6:30 PM in Mulhern Hall. A main entrée will be provided. Contact Andy Otto for more info 
aotto@stmga.org.  
 

YAM SERVICE PROJECT 
Join us on Saturday, February 3 as we volunteer at Birthright Pregnancy Center. A carpool will leave STM at 9:30 AM. All 
are welcome! We will be organizing maternity clothes, cleaning, sorting  
donations and helping any way that is needed. Contact Kathleen at  
kathleenloesel@gmail.com to RSVP.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2018 
First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after noon mass  
February: Event with S-Factor (STM's Senior Group) and YAM 
February 3: Service Project at Birthright (see above for more info) 
March 9th to 11th: Living with (the) Passion: A Lenten Young Adult  
Retreat 
April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass 
 

 


