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STM SCHOOL 8TH GRADE RETREAT

The 8th grade students at STM School spent 3 days last week at their
special 8th grade retreat at Blessed Trinity Shrine in Fort Mitchell, Alabama.
During their time at the Shrine, the students focused on their relationships
with God while having an awareness of loving God and themselves, and
reaching out to others with such love. Through the activities, prayers, and
reflections, students developed this sense of love of God out of right
relationship and awareness. They examined who they are and where they
are going in the wider world of high school and beyond. Thank you to our
STM parents, faculty, and staff for your prayers, guidance, and support in
providing our 8th graders with this special opportunity to spend these
three amazing days on retreat. The annual 8th grade retreat has been a
tradition at STM School for 42 years.

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY
Whether the last time you voted did or didn't work out for you...THIS vote
will help us to help you!
Please take 5 minutes to respond to the Adult Faith Formation poll. Help
us to know what it is that you are interested in!
tinyurl.com/j4mo6zu
Or find the link on our parish website.

Your voice is VERY important to us!

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, January 23, 2017
10:00 AM Margaret Cate †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, January 24, 2017
5:30 PM Bob and Marie Diebold

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, January 25, 2017
5:30 PM Lin Cordray †
Michelle Bishoff
THURSDAY, January 26, 2017
5:30 PM Betsy Cox †
FRIDAY, January 27, 2017
5:30 PM John Huneke †
Georgy Malenkov †
Pray for those recently baptized:
Peyton and Parker Tapps
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
I recently attended the S Factor
Epiphany party at Cassie
Catroppa’s home. S Factor is a
vibrant, parish-sponsored
organization of “seasoned” (their
word) adults at STM. The group
provides opportunities for
fellowship, shared meals,
community service, prayer, and
other forms of social interaction.
Cassie has led S Factor for several
years. Her energy has made the group very successful.
S Factor is an example of an ideal parish ministry. The
group does service and common prayer, but the main
benefit, as far as I am concerned, is that S Factor provides
a place where parishioners can come together to form
community and to foster friendships.
STM is a large, diverse parish, and since STM draws its
members from far beyond the official parish boundaries,
members may not have the usual opportunities for
ordinary daily interaction that people who live in the
same local neighborhood may have. The danger is that
parishioners may find it hard to get to know other
parishioners, and it can be hard for some to feel like they
truly “belong.” Despite worshipping together on Sundays
and coming to the same table for Eucharist, some may
feel alone. S Factor creates a sort of smaller community
in which parishioners find it easier to get to know others
and even to become friends. In this, S Factor
supplements the community created by our common
Baptism and our shared Sunday Eucharist.
Of course, there are other small sub-communities
operating in the parish besides S Factor which help build
up our parish community. These include the weekly
“rosary group,” a group of parish women who have kids in
our parish school. The rosary group was responsible for
organizing the parish picnic this past fall that so many
parishioners enjoyed. Once a week, after dropping their
kids at school, the women gather to pray the rosary
together and socialize and offer friendship and support
to each other. The women have become close friends,
largely as a result of their participation in this prayer
group.
I know of one at least one “dinner group” that is active in
the parish. The dinner group brings together several
parishioner families for the occasional pot luck meal at
one of the group member’s homes. The primary purpose
of the dinner group is to build friendships and to support
one another.

The Knights of Columbus is an important organization
that operates with the parish. Everyone knows the

Knights! The Knights of Columbus is a large, international
organization committed to serving the mission of the
Church, but they do it in groups organized at the parish
level. Our STM Knights provide a valuable service to our
parish through their prayer and service activities, but they
also provide a place where the men of the parish can
gather, socialize, and build friendships.
Every one of our parish groups that are engaged in
service to parish community or the larger community
outside the parish includes a community building
element. When parishioners work side-by-side in
community service in parish-sponsored groups like
Habitat for Humanity, the Cancer Sewing Group, or our
ministry to the hospitalized and homebound, they grow
in their relationship with one another. When
parishioners care for one another in parish organizations
like our Young Adult Ministry, More Eats, the
Parent-Teacher Organization at STM School, or Martha’s
Ministry, they deepen their relationship with one another.
Even our STM School eighth grade retreat program and
our Lifeteen and Edge programs have an essential social
dimension. They are not just about formal education or
faith formation; they are about building community.
St. Paul says that each of us is given unique gifts, and
each of us does different forms of service, but all gifts are
for the sake of building up the Body; all service is to
deepen the unity of the members of the Body. The
criterion for a healthy parish, then, is the extent to which
we experience ourselves as in real communion with one
another. Baptism and Eucharist are the pre-eminent
ways the Spirit accomplishes this communion; these are
the basis of the Body. But we cooperate with that Spirit
whenever we freely choose to be in close relationship
with others. Our parish ministries and organizations are
ultimately about building relationships.
I encourage parishioners to form small groups, perhaps
groups based on neighborhoods or common interests.
Find ways to interact with one another. Groups formed
purely for social purposes are fine, though I would also
encourage a spiritual or service component. Fr. Pat and I
will be happy to support you, and we will be happy to
come to your homes to celebrate Eucharist with your
group.
Let us know if we can help.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)

Contact: Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or
404-378-4588 ext 119
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM
Instagram @stmyam

KICK OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH YAM!
Calling all parishioners in their 20s and 30s to grow in
community with the launching of a New Year Young Adult
Ministry. After the holiday craziness dies down, add a
resolution to get involved with your peers in STM's
abundant Young Adult Ministry. Whether you seek an
increase in Catholic community, service or prayer, come
and see what YAM can offer you. For more information
contact stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com and have your
voice heard by filling out our short YAM Survey here:
https://goo.gl/forms/jWAvowZFff6lwdU12.

POPE WRITES TO YOUNG PEOPLE
(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis has written a letter to young
people as the Church prepares for a Synod of Bishops on
the theme: “Young People, the Faith and Vocational
Discernment”.
The Pope’s letter was published ahead of a press
conference at the Holy See Press Office to present the
preparatory document for the Synod which will take place
in October 2018.
Visit the parish website to read the full letter.

LITURGY NOTES—CAN YOU SING? LA LA LA LA

Music Ministry’s Adult Choir is reforming and seeking new
members. We need voices in all sections – Soprano, Alto,
Tenor and Bass.
The choir sings to enhance the congregation’s participation
in singing during the Mass, and also will do separate
selected choral pieces. The choir normally has sung at the
9:30 Mass on Sunday mornings, but is flexible to sing at
other services. In addition to Sunday Masses, it usually has
a musical program for Christmas, and also for the Triduum:
Holy Thursday; Good Friday; and the Easter Vigil. If you enjoy
singing along to the radio or in the shower please join us.
The function of the church choir is as follows:
The central, and primary purpose of the liturgical choir in
our day and age is one of leadership and teaching. The
liturgy is a complex dialog of the church between priest and
people, each doing their part in the worship of God. The
people have rightfully had their part of the liturgy restored
to them, and the people of God once again have the ability
to participate in worship: the spoken, the sung, and those
that involve gesture and posture. We are also looking for
guitar players for our contemporary group. If you play guitar,
flute or percussion we would love for you to join us.
For more information on joining the choir or any of our
music groups please contact Joe Messina Director of
Worship. 404-378-4588 x120

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Sun Jan 22

The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM

Sun Jan 22

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

Sun Jan 22

S Factor outing to Arts Station

Sun Jan 22

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

Mon Jan 23

Walking with Purpose 7:30 PM Mulhern

Tues Jan 24

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Jan 24

RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Wed Jan 25

S Factor lunch 12:30 PM at Mason’s Tavern

Thurs Jan 26

Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym

Sat Jan 28

Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room

Sun Jan 29

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 9:30 AM

Sun Jan 29

The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM

Sun Jan 29

Confirmation Class 3:00 PM St. Julie Room

Sun Jan 29

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)




Last Confirmation class is Sunday, January 29th @ 3:15 PM in the St. Julie Room. Entrance is through the parish
library.
Saturday, Feb. 4th – XLT at All Saints 7:30-9:00pm. Speaker is Jackie Francois Angel and the band is Ben Walther.
Sign up is on the website.
There are 2 spots open for the Lifeteen (rising 10th & above) Mission Trip to Knoxville, TN with Catholic Heart
Workcamp June 4-9th. Contact Elaine Phillips (ephillips@stmga.org) if interested.

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 NET retreat is Friday Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM
 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of
fun, music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG!

PARISH GIVING
We will no longer publish the Sunday collection totals in
each bulletin. Instead, we will publish a summary financial
report in the bulletin each quarter. These quarterly reports
will provide parishioners with a more useful measure of
parish financial performance.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
CHILDREN’S RESTORATIVE NETWORK

We are in search of a few dedicated volunteers who are
willing to serve on CRN's Celebrate the Children Gala Committee. Every summer, we have a formal fundraiser and the
planning has already begun for the July 22, 2017 Dinner,
Dance and Auction that will be held at The Ritz-Carlton,
Buckhead!
Some of the duties and responsibilities to be considered for
the Gala Committee:
*Available to meet monthly with the rest of the committee
*Available entire day and evening of July 22, 2017
*Willing to acquire auction items for silent/live auctions
*Secure ticket sales and/or sponsorships for the event
*Promote CRN as an ambassador of the organization and
our mission
*Good work ethic and the ability to work with a group
*Have a positive attitude and the willingness to serve
If this volunteer opportunity sounds interesting and
challenging to you, let us hear from you!

What did the football coach say to the broken
vending machine?
(Give me my quarter back!)

If you have any questions or would like more information
about this year's Gala or about serving on the committee,
please contact Cliff Kinsey at 770-649-7117 or by
email Cliff.Kinsey@ChildRN.org.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
STM PARISHIONERS TO BE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE
IN PARISH PLANNING
Fr. Mark and the Parish Council have been engaged in a
parish strategic planning effort for the past several
months. The Council has been wrestling with questions of
parish identity in light of our connections with the
Archdiocese and the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) and what
this identity might mean for our parish mission. In its
planning, the Council has also prayerfully considered what
we might do to deepen our sense of community and to
better care for one another, and what we might do to
address more effectively the needs of the community
beyond the parish boundaries.
The Council and Fr. Mark now want to bring STM
parishioners into this conversation. We have tentatively set
aside the weekend of February 4-5 to do a form of the
Ignatian examen at all the weekend Masses. In this
examen prayer, those present at the Masses will consider
questions similar to those the Council has been
considering. The results of parishioners’ prayers will be
recorded and referred to the Council for review and
incorporation into a draft parish strategic plan.
Watch this bulletin for additional information in the next
couple weeks.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW
The Knights of Columbus invite all boys and girls ages 9 14 to participate in this year's Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Championship. The Local Competition will be held
on Sunday, February 5, 2017 at the St. Thomas More
gymnasium. The gym will open at 1:00 for warm-ups with
the event beginning at 1:30. The Knight's will also offer an
unofficial Free Throw Contest for all children ages 5-8 to
take place at the same time and location. Questions
concerning the Free Throw Championship can be directed
to Greg Amoroso at 404-941-7494.

S FACTOR EPIPHANY PARTY
On January 9, 2017 The
S Factor celebrated the
feast of the Epiphany at
Cass Catroppa's home. This
annual gathering concludes
the Christmas festivities. In
addition to their service
project, The S Factor
enjoyed the Atlanta Master
Chorale concert, The
Christmas Canteen at the
Aurora Theatre, Scrooge
The Musical and the movie From Christ to Constantine.
The S Factor is for "seasoned" active adults wishing to
share common interests and participate in social events
and service projects. It is a forum for sharing and utilizing
individual life experiences, talents and creativity in a variety
of ways and it is a vehicle for service by promoting "Seniors
Serving Seniors".
For more information contact Cass Catroppa,
ccassiecat@aol.com or 404-377-6944.

VALENTINE'S POTLUCK DINNER
STM’s First Potluck of 2017 is Saturday, February 11th in
Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 PM Mass. Entertainment will be
provided by Myrna Hardjono’s dance group.
Bring a dish that will serve 10—12
A TO G SIDES (potatoes, veggies, etc.)
H TO M desserts
N TO Z salad
If you plan to attend please RSVP. The sign up board will
be available in the narthex beginning Jan 28th or you can
call the parish office at 404-378-4588.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
INTRODUCTION TO CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP

Contemplative Outreach of Atlanta will offer a seven-session program on Centering Prayer at St. Ann’s Catholic
Church. The program begins with a full day workshop (from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM) on Saturday, February 4, 2017, and
includes six weekly follow-up evening sessions on dates to be determined by the participants. The cost for the program
is $25 in advance or $35 at the door and includes all seven sessions. (Scholarships are available.) The workshop will be
held in La Salette Hall, which is located behind the Parish Office and across the street (Bishop Lake Road) from the
church. Registration begins at 9:00 AM. Beverages and breakfast snacks/light lunch will be provided. For information or
to pre-register contact: Jo Anne Green at 770-356-7803 or Peggy Poyo at 770-587-4428.

WOMEN IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH: A PANEL DISCUSSION

The panel will feature Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo. She is known as “a force for good” and one of the “500 Most Powerful People
on the Planet.” Hear the story of her faith journey and her service to the world’s most impoverished and vulnerable
during her time as President & CEO of Catholic Relief Services, the official humanitarian agency of the Catholic community
in the country. The discussion is Thursday, February 23, 2017 7:30 - 9:00 PM at Emory University, Rollins School of Public
Health Claudia Nance Rollins Building P Level Auditorium. Tickets are free, but registration required. Reserve your seats
at: www.aquinas.emory.e du.

THE SEAMLESS GARMENT OF LIFE: EXPLORING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S ETHIC FROM BIRTH TO DEATH

Monday, Jan. 23, 2017, 7:00 – 8:30 PM at the Candler School of Theology, Emory University. Dr. Cory Labrecque will be the
speaker. He is the former director of graduate bioethics and now an endowed professor at Laval University in Quebec.
Tickets are available now! They are free, but required. Cookies, coffee, and tea will be served at the event. Visit
www.aquinas.emory.edu to register.

PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE TALK FOR PROSPECTIVE STM SCHOOL FAMILIES
If you’re interested in learning more about STM school for the 20172018 academic year, come meet STM School Principal, Jerry Raymond.
During the meeting, Mr. Raymond will share information about our
school, and there will time for questions.
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 at 8:30 AM in Mulhern Hall

ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL APPLICATION DEADLINE
February 6, 2017
Please visit the school website (www.stmga.org) to apply online. Contact
Eileen Maron, Admissions Director with questions at 404-373-8456 or
by email at ekm@stmga.org.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS
Br. Andrea Pozzo, SJ (1642-1709)

Brother Andrea Pozzo was an accomplished religious artist
and church architect. He became world renown in his day for
his illusory artistic technique and architectural prowess which
can still be seen today in Rome at the Jesuit Mother Church,
the Gesù and the Church of Sant'Ignazio, among others
places. By his accomplishments Brother Pozzo illustrated his
gifts to the Church and the world with great holiness.
Question:
How is the Lord Jesus inviting me to use my gifts?
Prayer:
May we grow in friendship with Jesus and dispose our hearts
to welcome generously the will of God in our lives.

Andrea Pozzo, pray for us.
Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com to learn more about other
Jesuit Saints.

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

POPE FRANCIS’ JANUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Christians at the service of the challenges of
humanity.
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching
by striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the
challenges facing humanity.

U.S. POLICIES MUST AFFIRM DIGNITY OF ALL
MIGRANTS & REFUGEES
(Washington, D.C.) January 10, 2017 — Two weeks ago,
the Catholic Church in the United States
celebrated National Migration Week, an opportunity for
the Church to reflect on the circumstances confronting
migrants, including immigrants, refugees, and victims
and survivors of human trafficking.
On January 15, we commemorated the World Day of
Migrants and Refugees by placing a special focus on the
most vulnerable who are displaced from their homes:
children. Pope Francis says, "I ask everyone to help
those who, for various reasons, are forced to live far
from their homeland and are separated from their
families."
Visit jrsusa.org to read the full story.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

