
                 January 21, 2018—3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FACILITIES MASTER PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Representatives from the architecture/planning firm Cox Graae+Spack will be present 
at STM  today (January 28) and tomorrow (January 29) to meet with the Facilities  
Master Planning Advisory Committee and to observe our parish in action. (See page 6 
for details). 

 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon 
Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM (School Mass) 
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
 

         January 28, 2018—4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
Deepen your relationship with God during our couples retreat, open to  
couples already married looking to deepen their bond and to couples preparing 
for marriage. This retreat qualifies as marriage preparation for those couples 
planning on getting married at STM. Learn more at IgnatiusHouse.org 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 

                             
Monday, Jan. 29  Ansel Huntel † 
Tuesday, Jan. 30  Lee and Vi Petri † 
Wednesday, Jan. 31  James Gorman 
Thursday, Feb. 1 Anthony Tumpson  
Friday, Feb. 2  Veronica Larson † 
 
Pray for those who have died: 
Baby Alessandra Mora-Ruiz 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Pat Baumgarten 
Ann Bryan 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte   
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In order to 
add a name to these lists, you must be either the  person  
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be  
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be 
remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 
Mon. Jan 29  Confirmation with Bishop Ned—7:00 PM. Reception in Mulhern Hall to follow. 
 
Tues. Jan 30  RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library 
    
Thurs. Feb 1  Cancer Sewing Group—9:00 AM St. Julie Room 
   Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field   
   Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room 
 
Sun. Feb 4  Living Lent talk—10:30 AM Church 
   The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM—Parish Library   
   Encountering Jesus—4:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
   EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 6:30 – 6:55 PM.  
   Lifeteen Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 7:00 PM. Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 PM. 
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Emails for STM Business Only 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a 
parishioner.   
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and 
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete 
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any  
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal 
business hours.  



From the Pastor… 
 
When we stopped ringing the bells 
at the Consecration/Elevation at 
Mass shortly after Fr. Pat and I  
arrived almost two years ago, a 
number of parishioners wondered 
why.  I explained in a bulletin piece 
at that time my rationale for the 
change, but because parishioners 
still occasionally ask, let me explain 
again.   
 
Of course, ringing the bells at Mass is not required.  Some 
parishes ring bells, and some don’t.  It is an optional  
practice that, as the liturgical rules say, can be done “when 
appropriate,” that is, when there is good reason to do so.  
What might be a good reason to do so? 
 
Historically, bells were rung at Mass to alert worshipers that 
something important was about to happen.  That  
worshipers might need an alert in times past is not  
surprising.  First, the priest prayed the Mass prayers in  
Latin, a language that few persons understood.  Moreover, 
the priest prayed many of the prayers, including the  
Eucharistic Prayer, silently.  Second, since the Mass was 
understood to be the priest’s prayer, not the people’s,  
worshipers often did their own private devotional prayers 
during Mass.  They weren’t necessarily paying attention to 
what the priest was doing at the altar.  And third, bells  
began to be rung in an era when few people received  
Communion.  Rather, worshipers would content  
themselves with simply looking at and adoring the raised 
host and cup at the consecration and elevation of the 
Mass.  For many, this prayerful moment took the place of 
the reception of Communion.  In this situation, ringing the 
bells served the useful purpose of telling the people in the 
pews to look up, to pay attention, because something  
important what was about to happen.   
 
Today, none of these historical bases for ringing bells at 
Mass remain.  Mass prayers are in English; the Eucharistic 
Prayer is said aloud; and worshipers are encouraged to 
engage actively in all parts of the Mass, rather than saying 
private devotional prayers.  In other words, worshipers are 
paying attention and are attending to what is transpiring at 
the altar.  They do not need to be alerted and reminded to 
pay attention.   
 
Some would say that the bells should be rung at the  
consecration and elevation because that is the high point, 
or the most important part, of the Mass. They would say 
that ringing the bells added a note of special solemnity to 
the moment.  In an age when few people received  
Communion, this may have been true for them.  However, 
most people today would agree that every part of the Mass 
leads up to and culminates with the Communion rite.  The 
bread and wine are transformed into the Body and Blood 
of Jesus precisely so that those present can consume them.  
Jesus’ purpose at the Last Supper was that those present 

eat and drink, not just look and adore, so that they, like the 
bread and wine, might be transformed.  In other words, if 
there is a high point of the Mass, it is the Communion rite, 
not the Consecration. 
 
In the end, after consulting with several people, I judged 
that, since there is no longer a practical or liturgically sound 
reason to sound the bell, we would not do so. 
 
The Second Vatican Council stated in the Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy that “the full and active participation by 
all the people is the aim to be considered before all else” in 
celebrating Eucharist.    Therefore, whatever we do in our 
celebration of Eucharist at STM is meant to enhance this 
“full and active participation.” 
 
I appreciate that some in the parish miss the bells, and that 
others may be taken aback when they see us doing things 
at Mass that are not familiar, but there is nothing we do at 
STM more important than celebrating Eucharist together 
on Sundays.  Accordingly, we must celebrate as well as we 
can.  So if there is something we can do differently that 
promises to enhance our participation at Mass, if doing 
something different allows the symbolic words and actions 
in the liturgy to speak to us more clearly and powerfully, 
and if doing something new deepens our understanding of 
what we are doing when we pray Eucharist, then we will do 
it.   
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR  



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at   
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at  
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS LITURGY 

February 3-4—STM St Vincent de Paul  
 
February 14—Ash Wednesday—Serve Haiti 
 
February 17-18—Black and  
Indian Missions 

 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.  
 

INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION 
Parishioners might benefit from a short refresher on the 
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and on 
the tongue.  Check out the short video, Sacraments 101:  
Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the  
Paulists, at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .    
 

If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due  
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things much 
easier for the priest or minister who offers you Communion.  
 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING  
The next altar server training is Jan. 28th after the noon mass. 
 

CDC SAYS THAT THE RISK OF INFECTION FROM THE 

COMMON COMMUNION CUP IS "VERY LOW" 
Parishioners occasionally advise us to stop 
offering the cup at Communion time during 
cold and flu season.  The best information we 
have regarding the risk of transmission of  
disease from the use of a common  
Communion cup is that the risk is "very low."  A 
report by the Center for Disease Control that 
was recently published in the American Journal 
of Infection Control stated that "the risk for 
infectious disease transmission by a common communion 
cup is very low, and appropriate safeguards-that is, wiping 
the interior and exterior rim between communicants, use of 
care to rotate the cloth during use, and use of a clean cloth 
for each service-would further diminish this risk."   
Nevertheless, the CDC advises  - and we agree - that persons 
with an "active respiratory infection, e.g., a cold or flu," should 
refrain from using the common cup.  
 
Read the full report: 
www.ntnl.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Common-Cup-
CDC.pdf.  

PARISH FINANCES 

 

STM GRANT SUPPORTS CRISTO REY STUDENTS  

Through the generosity of STM parishioners, STM is  
supporting four local students at Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High 
School.  One of these students is Amber, a member of this 
year's graduating Class of 2018.  Reflecting on her experience 
at Cristo Rey, Amber says, “ Cristo Rey has helped me achieve  
success as a young woman and built me into the person I am 
now. When I first came to Cristo Rey, I was a quiet girl who had 
C's and D's. Now, after going through the Cristo Rey  
experience, I am a very open-minded and knowledgeable  
student with A's and B's. This has changed my future because 
before I thought I wouldn't be able to attend college and now I 
am applying to 15 colleges."  
 
Congratulations Amber!  Thank you, STM parishioners, for  
making Amber's education at Cristo Rey possible.  

mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact Mrs. McP  404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle— 
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

SCHOOL NEWS 

EDGE: 
Feb. 4  EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Mass 5:30 PM. No youth dinner.  
Feb. 11 EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Mass 5:30 PM. Youth dinner 6:30- 6:55 PM.  
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer  
camp and mission trip) 
 

LIFETEEN: 
Feb. 6 XLT at All Saints 7:00 PM. Sign up on parish website. 
Feb. 11 & 25th Lifeteen Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 7:00 PM. Meeting starts 
after dinner – 8:30 PM. 
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer camp and 
mission trip) 
 

NET RETREAT (6TH GRADE—12TH GRADE) 
March 16 NET retreat is coming!  5:00 PM -10:00 PM. Sign up on parish website. www.stmgaparish.org  

MANY GIFTS, ONE NATION: A DAY OF GIVING TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
St. Thomas More School is pleased to participate in Many Gifts, One Nation: A Day of Giving to Catholic Schools. Scheduled 
for January 30, 2018, 9 AM EST to January 31, 2018 9 AM EST, this is a time for individuals to give to their local Catholic 
school. Visit www.NCEA.org/csw/manygifts on January 30, 2018, to find the giving page link and search for STM School. 
Many Gifts, One Nation is made possible by NCEA and Facts Management. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STM SCHOOL CELEBRATES NATIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
STM School is celebrating National Catholic Schools Week from January 28-February 3, 2018. The theme for the National 
Catholic Schools Week 2018 is “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” Catholic Schools Week celebrates the  
success of Catholic education by promoting learning, service, and leadership that are parts of the developing the whole 
human being. In conjunction with Catholic Schools Week, STM School’s theme of “Doing MORE For Others” calls all  
students to put their faith into action by living it out. Students will participate in activities during the week including sharing 
with others what they love about STM and their faith, reflecting on and representing how they are living out their faith with 
footprints that will line the halls of STM School, and celebrating their knowledge with the first ever Catholic Knowledge 
Bowl. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

 

I CARE NEEDS DRIVERS 

Volunteer drivers use their own vehicles to provide free door-to-door transportation on weekdays, between 10:00 AM 
and 2:00 PM. If you are a senior in need of a ride or are interested in driving, please contact Lori Webster, Assistant  
Director, at 404-377-2273 or 404-376-6415 or coordinator@icareseniors.org or Tom Simon, Director, at 770-378-8999 
or director@icareseniors.org. For more information, visit www.icareseniors.org. STM Contact: Ginny Lester 404-512-7394  
GinMill96@aol.com. 
 

U.S. JESUITS RELEASE STATEMENT ON PROTECTING THE UNBORN  

January 22 marked 45 years since the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision made abortion legal in the United States, and 
the Society of Jesus in the U.S. is asking Jesuits and their collaborators to continue to stand in solidarity with the unborn 
and with mothers in difficult situations. Visit jesuits.org to read the full statement. 
 

#DO1THING: HOPE FOR REFUGEES BEGINS WITH YOU  

"A single individual is enough for hope to exist. And that individual can be you." - Pope Francis 
To mark the 104th World Day of Migrants and Refugees , the Jesuit Refugee Service created a campaign, called 
#Do1Thing, to show what individuals are doing to welcome, protect, promote, and integrate refugees in their   
communities. To learn more visit en.jrs.net 

MORE youth serve at Decatur  
MLK day of service 



PARISH LIFE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
POST ABORTION HEALING RETREAT (PATH) 
PATH will be facilitating a Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend retreat, February 16-18, 2018.  This weekend retreat helps women 
and men who are struggling with the grief of abortion find peace and inner healing.  Start your New Year in a New 
Light.  For more information call Jody at 404-717-5557 or visit www.healingafterabortion.org 
 

L'ARCHE ATLANTA VALENTINE'S DANCE 
Come dance with your L'Arche friends on Saturday, February 17th at St. Thomas More in Mulhern Hall  at 5:30 PM! Last 
year was a blast, so come ready to cut the rug for a family-friendly Valentine's Dance. Suited for all ages 
and abilities! Please bring a savory finger food to share (desserts will be provided).  
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Don't be Job! Drive out any marriage doldrums by finding the joy God wants you to experience in your 
sacrament! Consider a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend! Talk it over with each other between 
commercials during the Super Bowl. You and your spouse lead the team that really matters! The 
next  Weekends are scheduled for February 23-25 and April 20-22. You can get more information or  
apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  

FACILITIES MASTER PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Representatives from the architecture/planning firm Cox Graae+Spack will be present at STM  today (January 28) and  
tomorrow (January 29) to meet with the Facilities Master Planning Advisory Committee and to observe our parish in  
action.  These observations will be considered in CG+S's assessing the condition and remaining life of our present  
buildings and building systems, forecasting the need for new and expanded parish facilities, and a developing a program 
of facilities improvements.  CG+S reps will be meeting with interested parishioners in the weeks to come to get further  
input into the planning process. 
 

S FACTOR FEBRUARY EVENTS 
Thurs.  Feb 8— Lunch at Scout 12:30 PM— bus leaves 12:00 noon  
Fri.  Feb 16—Movie Night “The Case for Christ” 
Tues.  Feb 13—Mardi Gras 12:30 PM 
Wed. Feb 28—Activities Planning meeting 11:30 AM St. Julie room 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP 
The Knights of Columbus invite all boys and girls ages 9 - 14 to participate in this year’s Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship on Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 1:30 PM in the STM gymnasium (warm-ups begin at 1:00 PM).  The 
Knights sponsor the championship annually, with winners progressing through local, district and state championship 
competitions.  There will also be an unofficial Free Throw Contest for all children ages 5-8 to take place at the same time 
and location.  Contact Greg Amoroso at 404-941-7494.      
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY’S 
The first fish fry of the year will be held on Feb. 23rd at 6:30 PM in Mulhern Hall. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds, 
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses). Questions? Contact our 
Nursery Coordinator:  Mary Ann Brock  404-520-9915  dmabrock@bellsouth.net 

STUDENTS IN THE NEWS 
STM School Kindergarten performed at the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta Annual MLK  
celebration at St. Peter Claver Regional 
Catholic School on Sunday, January 21, 
2018. (photo on left)   
 

Molly Swartz and Tinsley Lutz were also  
recognized at the ceremony. Molly took 1st 
place in the essay contest, and Tinsley took 
1st place in the poster contest. We’re so 
proud of them! (photo on right) 



STM LIFE GROUPS 
STM is forming small faith communities who will meet regularly (a ten meeting  
commitment). At each gathering you will join in some sort of meal, reflect, share, 
and pray with your fellow group members. Each life group has a facilitator and may 
have certain themes and will meet at different times and locations (see the signup 
for those details). Sign up https://is.gd/LifeGroups2018 
Enrollment ends on January 31. 
 
AN INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM 
A 12-Week Study of Christianity Through a Contemporary Catholic Lens, starting February 21 
Join Fr Mark Wednesdays at 7 PM to explore our rich Catholic tradition using Lawrence S. Cunningham ’s book, An  
Introduction to Catholicism. Space is limited. To learn more and sign up visit the parish website www.stmgaparish.org 
 
 

LENTEN RETREATS 
Journey of The Heart – A Lenten Series 
 
· Days of Reflection at Ignatius House—Every Wednesday in Lent 9:00 AM - 3:00  
(Feb. 14, Feb. 21, Feb. 28, Mar. 7, Mar. 14, and Mar. 21.) 
 
· Evenings of Reflection at St. Thomas More—Every Thursday in Lent 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
(Feb. 15, Feb. 22, Mar. 1, Mar. 8, Mar. 15 and Mar. 22) 
 
· Silent Weekend Retreats at Ignatius House 
        o Feb. 16-18 Women’s Retreat: I Am With You Always 
        o Feb. 23-25 Men’s Retreat: Letting Christ Lead 
        o March 1-4 Accepting God’s Acceptance 
        o March 9-11 Young Adult Retreat - “Living with (the) Passion” directed by Sarah Otto 
        o March 23-25 Spanish Retreat: Retiro de Cuaresma 
        o March 25- April 1 8 day Holy Week Retreat 
        o March 29-April 1 Triduum Retreat 
 
Learn more and register at IgnatiusHouse.org. 
 

WALKING WITH PURPOSE  
Join the women of our community in weekly scripture study and faith-filled reflection. Walking With Purpose meets  
Monday evenings at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. This is an opportunity to spend more time with God and the women of our 
parish. You can learn more by visiting the parish website www.stmgaparish.org. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)  
 

YAM SERVICE PROJECT 
Join us on Saturday, February 3 as we volunteer at Birthright Pregnancy Center. A carpool will leave STM at 9:30 AM. All 
are welcome! We will be organizing maternity clothes, cleaning, sorting  donations and helping any way that is needed. 
Contact Kathleen at kathleenloesel@gmail.com to RSVP.  
 

YAM FEBRUARY BRUNCH 
Join other young adults in theirs 20s and 30s for its monthly brunch on Sunday, February 4th. Meet in the Narthex  
outside the Adoration Chapel after the noon mass.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after noon mass.  
February: Event with S-Factor (STM's Senior Group) and YAM 
February 3: Service Project at Birthright (see above for more info) 
March 9th to 11th: Living with (the) Passion: A Lenten Young Adult  
Retreat 
April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass 
 

 


