January 29, 2017 | 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, January 30, 2017
5:30 PM Thomas Medlock †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, January 31, 2017
5:30 PM Catherine Comollo

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, February 1, 2017
5:30 PM Lucille Pelliccioni †
THURSDAY, February 2, 2017
5:30 PM Marie Caufield †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

FRIDAY, February 3, 2017
5:30 PM Nora and John Horan †

Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org

Pray for those who recently died:
Marguerite M. Sweny

Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:
Carlton W. Blair, Jr.
Matthew McGoff, son of Charles and Dorothy McGoff

Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Pray for those recently baptized:
Lincoln Anaya
Byron Furman
Turner Kidd
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Any business must periodically
review how it understands its
mission, and it must assess
whether it is effectively
accomplishing this mission, that is,
whether it is responding well to its
customers’ needs and desires, and
whether the market has changed
such that the business needs
change the way it operates or its
product line. Without this sort of
planning, a business will quickly
lose touch with its customers and will eventually fail.
What is true of “for profit” businesses is also true of a
parish. A parish must also periodically review how it
understands itself, how it understands its place in the
Church and the civic community, and how it needs to
move into the future in order to remain faithful to its
mission.
St. Thomas More Parish Council, those parishioners who
advise the pastor on matters relating to parish identity
and mission, has been engaged in this sort of parish
planning for the past several months. Specifically, the
Council has been considering: 1) STM’s identity as a
Roman Catholic parish sponsored by the Society of Jesus
within the Archdiocese of Atlanta, and 2) how this unique
identity shapes STM’s mission, that is, how STM goes
about building up and caring for its parishioners, and
how STM relates to the world beyond its parish
boundaries.
In its planning, the Council has been deliberately
prayerful. At the beginning of each planning session, the
Council does a form of the Ignatian e xame n. In this
prayer, Council members give praise and thanks to God
for God’s Spirit within. They attend to the movements in
their hearts for clues to how that Spirit wants to shape
STM’s sense of self and how STM understands its
mission. The Council imagines Jesus looking upon the
parish and tries to see with the eyes of Jesus. What does
Jesus see in us? What makes him smile? What gives him
delight? On the other hand, what gives Jesus concern?
What makes him sad? How might we at STM respond?
The Council hopes that by praying this way, members can
set aside their own preferences and agendas and see
STM as Jesus sees us.
The Council closes its prayer by asking that they be free
to respond appropriately.
Until now, the Parish Council has been doing this
prayerful planning apart from the rest of STM
parishioners. But now the Council is ready to engage
other parishioners in the planning process in the same
prayerful way. The Council knows that, unless
parishioners in general participate meaningfully in this

process, the resulting plan will be uninformed by the
parish’s larger prayer.
The Council’s desire – and mine – is to obtain
parishioners’ input to this process through the same sort
of examen prayer that they themselves have done.
Accordingly, we will do this examen prayer in place of the
homily at all the Masses the weekend of February 4 and
5. Fr. Pat and I will lead this e xame n, inviting parishioners
to consider the same questions the Council has
considered: how does Jesus see our parish community
as we try to become a true communion with one another
and with him; and how is Jesus calling us to relate as his
companions to the world beyond our parish boundaries.
The Council hopes that each parishioner who participates
will be able to let go of his or her own attachments and
biases and to see our parish and our world with the eyes
of Jesus.
At the conclusion of this examen, each parishioner will be
asked to record on a small index card what he or she
heard in the prayer, or the movement that each felt most
clearly in his or her heart. Preferably, this will be a single
word or a phrase that captures the essence of each
person’s prayer. Ushers will collect the cards, and the
Council will review carefully parishioners’ responses,
looking for common elements and patterns. The Council
will incorporate these into a draft parish plan. Once this
draft has been prepared, the Council will share the draft
with all parishioners before finalizing the plan. My hope
is that the Council can complete this planning process
before the beginning of the summer.
Significantly, the readings for the Masses next weekend
speak of light, that we are called to be light, Jesus’ light, to
the world. Doing parish planning in this very prayerful,
thoughtful way will help us be that light of Christ.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death,
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can
be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, or
404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and
ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend to your
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—SHARING COMMUNION

After the singing of the Lamb of God and the dividing of the
bread and wine, the presider is directed to place a small
piece of the bread into the chalice. This ancient gesture was
once a sign of the unity of the Church. The rubric says that
the presider then holds up the hosts for all to see and speaks
the invitation to communion. Since we now share both bread
and wine, it seems more appropriate to hold up both bread
and cup as this invitation is issued, which is also proposed in
the new sacramentary. The text of the invitation can be
adapted for feasts and seasons, though it should always end
the same way so that the assembly knows when to respond.
The use of several ministers is intended to make the
distribution of communion more reverent and prayerful.
Ministers of communion should be taught to take their time
and not rush the process. Each member of the assembly
should experience this brief encounter with the minister as a
significant moment. The minister should look each person in
the eyes as the brief formula (The Body of Christ) is spoken.
Good pastoral practice includes periodic reminders to
parishioners on the proper method of receiving Communion.
In the hand (one hand under the other) some snatch at the
host, some who receive on the tongue barley open their
mouths or extend their tongues, some do not respond with
Amen, and some dip their hosts in the cup, which is not
approved. Gentle reminders on these points now and then
will contribute to a more reverent and dignified sharing of the
Eucharistic meal.
Worshiping Well…..Lawrence E. Mick

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)

Contact: Michele McHale Pickard mcp@stmga.org or
404-378-4588 ext 119
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM
Instagram @stmyam

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY
Please take 5 minutes to respond to the Adult Faith
Formation poll. Help us to know what it is that you are
interested in! Visit the parish website to vote.
Your voice is VERY important to us!

RENEW—BIBLE STUDY
On Tuesday afternoons men and women of this parish
gather to pray and prepare for Sunday liturgy. Heeding the
words of Pope Francis, we find the deep and lasting joy of
the Gospel. The scripture readings for the coming Sunday
are read aloud, explored from a historical and theological
perspective, and reflected upon. Through mutual sharing,
the meaning of the scriptures for day-to-day living are
explored. The entire community is welcome.
Classes are lead by Louanne K. Bachner, Ph.D. Louanne is
a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and Emory
University. She has been involved with catechesis and Adult
Faith formation across the Archdiocese for over thirty
years. She has led many retreats as well as offering
spiritual direction.
RENEW meets in the STM parish library. Classes are
Tuesdays 1:30-3 PM during the school year.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon Jan 30

Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern

Tues Jan 31

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Jan 31

RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Wed Feb 1

Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library

Wed Feb 1

K of C 4th degree meeting 6:30 PM

Thurs Feb 2

Cancer Sewing Group 9:00 AM St. Julie Rm

Fri Feb 3

Grandparents Mass 9:00 AM Church

Sun Feb 5

RCIA Dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room

Sun Feb 5

The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM

Sun Feb 5

K of C Free throw 1:00 PM Gym

Sun Feb 5

Confirmation Rehearsal 1:30 PM Church

Sun Feb 5

Lifeteen Meets 3:30 PM—5:00 PM

Mon Feb 6

Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern

Tue Feb 7

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)




Saturday, Feb. 4th – XLT at All Saints 7:30-9:00pm. Speaker is Jackie Francois Angel and the band is Ben Walther.
Sign up is on the website.
February 5th - Lifeteen 3:30-5:00 PM - Session 4 of True Beauty & True Strength (SUPER BOWL SUNDAY) No
Lifeteen after 5:30 PM mass.
There are 2 spots open for the Lifeteen (rising 10th & above) Mission Trip to Knoxville, TN with Catholic Heart
Workcamp June 4-9th. Contact Elaine Phillips (ephillips@stmga.org) if interested.

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 NET retreat is Friday Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM. Register on the parish website!
 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of
fun, music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG! Registration is now available on the parish website.

PARISH GIVING
We will no longer publish the Sunday collection totals in
each bulletin. Instead, we will publish a summary
financial report in the bulletin each quarter. These
quarterly reports will provide parishioners with a more
useful measure of parish financial performance.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA ACADEMIC
MENTORING FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN

Make a difference in the life of a newly arrived refugee
family by volunteering to tutor. Tutors will work in small
groups of refugee 3rd grade students (2-3) to help with
homework, assist with studying and practice English. Our
academic mentoring session will be held at the Indian Creek
Elementary in Clarkston beginning in January through the
end of the school semester in May, Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons from 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM. Volunteers must
attend a mandatory orientation, and attend a VIRTUS
Protecting God’s Children session. All trainings will be held
at our Northlake Office: 2305 Parklake Drive, Ste. 150, Bldg.
9, Atlanta, GA 30345 RSVP to Margaret Prickett
404-920-7785 or mprickett@catholicchartiesatlanta.org.

AN OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT TRUMP

From a letter from Fr. Leo O’Donovan, S.J., Interim Executive
Director of the Jesuit Refugee Service/USA, to President Donald
Trump:
Congratulations on your inauguration…. (I)in the days
ahead you will have to come to grips with many challenges
that will affect not only the well-being of the people of the
United States, but of all peoples worldwide…. Not least of
these challenges is the U.S. response to human migration….
Today people are on the move in unprecedented numbers.
Some move voluntarily, drawn by economic opportunities
or family ties. Others - some 65 million and growing - have
been forcibly uprooted by war, persecution, ethnic and
religious strife, dire poverty, natural catastrophe, or
environmental degradation.
Visit www.jrsusa.org to read the full letter.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul empowers people,
regardless of their background, ethnicity or faith, to achieve
self-sufficiency by offering financial, material, educational
and spiritual support and by collaborating with others to
develop and deliver programs and services that help those
in need. What distinguishes us from other charitable
organizations is that we visit the people we help in their
homes. It’s during these home visits that we get to know
the people we are helping, determine what their problems
and needs are and figure out the best ways to help them.
The STM Conference of SVdP is looking for kindhearted
volunteers with good problem solving skills, willing to do
home visits as a caseworker. Training is provided and visits
are done in pairs, with another experienced Vincentian.
The time commitment, including our monthly meetings, is
approximately five hours per month. Hours are flexible.
We are also in need of volunteers to listen to our intake
hotline messages. Potential clients can leave messages on
our voicemail with requests for various types of assistance.
The time commitment including our monthly meetings is
approximately four hours per month.
STM Parish has always generously supported SVdP with
your donations through second collections, food pantry
drives, and the Giving Tree. Now we are asking for your
help in donating your time to assist members of our
community, including fellow parishioners, in their time of
need. For more information please email Betsy Walker at
betsy_walker@me.com or feel free to attend our monthly
meeting. Our monthly meeting is normally held on the 1st
Sunday of the month at 9:30 AM in the teacher’s lounge of
Mulhern Hall.

EMPTY BOWLS DINNER—SAVE THE DATE!
The Empty Bowls Project is an international
grassroots initiative to bring awareness to
fight hunger around the world. St. Thomas
More School is hosting its 4th Annual
Empty Bowl Dinner on Wednesday
February 22, 2017 from 6-8 PM. More info
coming soon!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW

The Knights of Columbus invite all boys and girls ages 9 14 to participate in this year's Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Championship. The Local Competition will be held
on Sunday, February 5, 2017 at the St. Thomas More
gymnasium. The gym will open at 1:00 for warm-ups with
the event beginning at 1:30. The Knight's will also offer an
unofficial Free Throw Contest for all children ages 5-8 to
take place at the same time and location. Questions
concerning the Free Throw Championship can be directed
to Greg Amoroso at 404-941-7494.

VALENTINE'S POTLUCK DINNER

STM’s First Potluck of 2017 is Saturday, February 11th in
Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 PM Mass. Entertainment will be
provided by Myrna Hardjono’s dance group.
Bring a dish that will serve 10—12
A TO G SIDES (potatoes, veggies, etc.)
H TO M desserts
N TO Z salad
If you plan to attend please RSVP. The sign up board will
be available in the narthex or you can call the parish office
at 404-378-4588.

STM RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

There will be a blood drive on Sunday, Feb 19th from 8:00
AM until 1:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. You can make an
appointment at www.redcrossblood.org and use St
Thomas More’s code sttmcc. WALK–INS ARE WELCOME.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT

Feb. 10-12; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Thriving, life-giving relationships are
more about listening and paying attention than speaking. Come away for a weekend and listen to the Beloved along with
your beloved. You will go home renewed and inspired. Directed by Bill and Marian Monahan, the retreat begins Friday at
6:15 PM with a reception and dinner and concludes Sunday after Mass and lunch. Contact: 404-255-0503 or
www.ignatiushouse.org.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Celebrate marriages with Worldwide Marriage Encounter on Saturday, February 18th, as we host our 32nd annual World
Marriage Day Ball! The ball brings together young & older couples in an atmosphere of love, to meet, mingle and dance
the night away! It has been aptly referred to as “a wedding celebration of marriage.” All couples are cordially invited to
attend so please tell your friends and family! For more information, please visit: www.wwmeatlanta.com/calendaritem/2017-world-marriage-day-ball/

HEALING GOD’S PEOPLE RETREAT

Feb. 24-26; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. This time of retreat will ask but two
questions: Can Jesus be a force of healing in our world, our nation, our Church, ourselves? And what can you and I do as
Christian people to move toward healing and away from all forms of utter destruction? Come to encounter God and
illumine your faith with hope; experience comfort and clarity. Directed by Jesuit Father Peter E. Fink. Ignatius House offers
a beautiful place for your retreat with outdoor walking trails and indoor reflective spaces. Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org
or 404-255-0503.

HAPPY NATIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK!
STM School students are celebrating their Catholic
education this week during Catholic Schools Week.
Students, faculty, and staff will celebrate a different
theme each day that focuses on the value Catholic
education provides to young people and its
contributions to our church, our communities and our
nation. Come visit our school on Tuesday, January
31st at 8:30 am for our Principal’s Coffee Talk and learn
more about the value STM school provides to our
students.

STM SCHOOL APPLICATION DEADLINE

February 6, 2017

Congratulations to our Spelling Bee winners! Sarah P.
came in 1st place and Claire T. finished 2nd. Sarah will
represent STM at the Archdiocese spelling bee this
week.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS
Pedro Arrupe, SJ (1907-1991)

Pedro Arrupe was the 28th Superior General of the Society of
Jesus (1965-1983), leading the Society in the realities of
serving the Church and people in the post-Vatican II world.
Formative experiences for Arrupe, included surviving the
bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, where he had been ministering
as a Jesuit priest, and discovering the heart of the poor in the
slums of Latin America. He was a man of great spiritual depth
who was committed to justice and renewal.

POPE FRANCIS’ JANUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Christians at the service of the challenges of
humanity.
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching
by striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the
challenges facing humanity.

Question:
Do I look into my heart and foster a demeanor open to
conversion?
Prayer:
May those who have the mission of guiding and governing the
Church and the Society be inspired to witness to Jesus poor
and humble, who came to serve in accord with the heart of
the Father.
Pedro Arrupe, pray for us.
Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com to learn more about other
Jesuit Saints.
The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

