February 4, 2018—5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 21, 2018—3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

LENT AT STM
Feb. 14
ASH WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM
School Mass
12:15 PM
Mass
5:30 PM
Mass
7:00 PM
Mass
Saturday, Mar. 3
Anointing of the Sick after the 5:30 PM Vigil
Mass
Tuesday, Mar. 13
7:00 PM
Taize Evening Prayer
Thursday, Mar. 22
7:00 PM
Lenten Reconciliation Service
with Individual Confessions
Saturday, Mar. 24
6:30 PM
Trials of Socrates and Jesus presented by Joel Peddle
(St. Julie Room)
All Wednesdays of Lent at Ignatius House
9AM – 3PM Lenten Day of Reflection
All Thursdays of Lent
7:00 PM
Journey of the Heart: Lenten Evening of Prayer and Reflection
(chapel)
All Fridays of Lent
5:30 PM
Mass
6:00 PM
Stations of the Cross
Fridays, Feb. 23—Mar. 23
6:30 PM
K of C Fish Fry (Mulhern Hall)
See page 7 for a list of Lenten retreats at STM and Ignatius House.
SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, Feb. 13 6:00-7:30 PM
Mulhern Hall
Donations are accepted.
No reservations required. Profits go
to fund STM youth summer camp & mission trips.
Pancakes, sausages, fruits & beverages all provided.

STM FACILITIES
MASTER PLAN
UNDERWAY
For more information,
see "From the Pastor..."
on page 3

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, Feb. 5
Tuesday, Feb. 6
Wednesday, Feb. 7
Thursday, Feb. 8
Friday, Feb. 9

Susan Gorry †
Patrick Fritz †
Robert Gentile †
Thomas Gorry
Brooks Bowling †

Pray for those who have died:
Brian Berni, brother of parishioner Cathy Harvey

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal
business hours.

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Sun. Feb. 4

Altar server training—after noon mass

Mon. Feb. 5

Walking with Purpose Women’s Scripture Study —7:00 PM—Mulhern Hall

Tues. Feb. 6

RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
RCIA Group—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Wed. Feb 7

Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Meeting—6:30 PM—St. Julie Room

Thurs. Feb 8

Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room

Sun. Feb 11

The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:40 AM—Parish Library
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship—1:30 PM—Gym
EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 6:30 – 6:55 PM.
Lifeteen Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 7:00 PM. Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 PM.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
I have some good news and some
bad news. Bad news first.
For many years, Eucharistic
ministers from STM have been
visiting Catholic patients at Emory
Hospital, offering them Eucharist
and praying with them and
otherwise accompanying them in
their illnesses. Over the years, the
number of ministers involved in
this service has grown greatly, and we have developed a
good working relationship with Emory Spiritual Health staff.
For a very long time, this staff has provided our ministers
with a list of Catholic patients at the hospital and their room
numbers. Our ministers have then visited each one of
these patients, caring for them and their families. As a
result, our ministers have contributed greatly to their
well-being. Parishioner Richard White has been
instrumental in growing this ministry.
Unfortunately, citing concerns for the privacy of patients,
the Emory Spiritual Health has informed us that they will
no longer provide our ministers with the list of Catholic
patients. Instead, Emory Spiritual Health staff have told us
that they will inform us when a Catholic patient asks to see
a Catholic priest or Eucharistic minister. Our experience at
the hospital leads us to believe that this new protocol will
leave many Catholic patients without access to Eucharist
and the Sacrament of Anointing.
Fr. Rudy and I have met with Emory Spiritual Health staff to
express our dismay at this new policy, to say that Catholic
patients will be disproportionately be hurt by this new
policy, and to suggest ways to protect patients’ privacy
interests without compromising our ability to meet their
need for the Sacraments. So far, we have been unable to
bring about a change in the new policy.
This development is very unfortunate. Without access to
the list of Catholic patients and their room numbers, our
ministers are no longer able to care for our people as
before. and the Catholic patients at Emory are the ones
who will suffer.
Rudy and I will continue to look for ways to restore our
ministers’ access to Catholic patients. In the meantime, we
will do the best we can to care for our sick brothers and
sisters at Emory.
The good news:
Representatives from the Washington, D.C., planning and
architecture firm, Cox Graae+Spack, have begun work to
prepare a master facilities plan for STM. The 5-month
project involves a thorough assessment of the condition
and remaining useful life of our parish buildings and
building systems, forecasting our need for new and/or

expanded facilities well into the future, and the
development of a phased program of improvements based
on their relative priority. CG+S will be guided throughout
this project by staff from Catholic Construction Services,
Inc. of the Archdiocese and a committee of parishioners led
by Bill Morrison.
CG+S staff spent this past weekend and all day Monday
visiting the STM campus, attending parish events, including
Sunday Masses, and observing parish and school activities
in order to get a sense of what goes on here and how we
operate. These reps also met at length last Sunday with Bill
Morrison and the Facilities Planning Committee to discuss
the planning process and get ideas on how to fully engage
parishioners in the planning process. CG+S and our
planning committee are deeply committed to allowing
parishioners ample opportunity to participate in the
planning process by relating their experience with parish
facilities and offering suggestions regarding their
improvement. CG+S plans to speak directly to those
parishioners and staff who, because of their work in the
parish, have the most experience with parish facilities and
know first-hand their strengths and deficiencies. CG+S
expects to meet with these “stakeholders” during the
month of February.
Beginning in early March, CG+S will solicit feedback from
parishioners in general through a variety of means so that
all parishioners will have an opportunity to be heard.
The expectation is that, by the beginning of the summer,
we will have a good idea of how we might proceed with
improving our parish buildings, systems, and grounds. It is
possible that we can undertake the highest priority projects
by the beginning of 2019.
I encourage parishioners to take advantage of the
opportunities to offer feedback. We don’t want anyone to
feel that they have not been heard.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

LITURGY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist
in the STM chapel Mon thru Sat from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

INSTRUCTION ON RECEIVING COMMUNION

BAPTISM

If you follow the instructions, you will not only show due
reverence for the Eucharist; you will also make things much
easier for the priest or minister who offers you Communion.

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

PARISH FINANCES
February 14—Ash Wednesday—
Serve Haiti
February 17-18—Black and
Indian Missions

Parishioners might benefit from a short refresher on the
proper way to receive Communion both in the hand and on
the tongue. Check out the short video, Sacraments 101:
Eucharist (How We Receive), produced by the
Paulists, at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdGkTdv4Dt4 .

CDC SAYS THAT THE RISK OF INFECTION FROM THE
COMMON COMMUNION CUP IS "VERY LOW"

Parishioners occasionally advise us to stop
offering the cup at Communion time during cold
and flu season. The best information we have
regarding the risk of transmission of disease
from the use of a common Communion cup is
that the risk is "very low." A report by the Center
for Disease Control that was recently published
in the American Journal of Infection Control
stated that "the risk for infectious disease
transmission by a common communion cup is very low, and
appropriate safeguards-that is, wiping the interior and
exterior rim between communicants, use of care to rotate
the cloth during use, and use of a clean cloth for each service
-would further diminish this risk." Nevertheless, the CDC
advises - and we agree - that persons with an "active
respiratory infection, e.g., a cold or flu," should refrain from
using the common cup. Read the full report:
www.ntnl.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Common-CupCDC.pdf.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
UPCOMING CURSILLO WEEKENDS
Cursillo Weekend is fast approaching. The Cursillo is a threeday workshop held on a weekend at the Monastery of the Holy
Spirit in Conyers, Georgia. Participants of all ages come
together to share a series of messages on living the Christian
life. There will also be time for mass, personal prayer and
reflection. The weekend is presented by a team of laity,
religious and clergy. We are sure you will find this to be a very
meaningful experience.
Who is the Cursillo for?
The Cursillo is for all kinds of people from every walk of life who
wish to renew and deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ
and embrace his call to live as his disciple.
The 2018 Spring Cursillo weekends are March 8-11 for men
and March 15-18 for women. There is limited availability for
both weekends. For more information, please call Anthony
and Kimi Nettuno at 406-579-9535.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

Feb. 11 EDGE meeting 3:30-5:15 PM. Mass 5:30 PM. Youth dinner 6:30- 6:55 PM.
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer
camp and mission trip). Sign up on parish website. www.stmgaparish.org
Mar. 3 Middle school Catholic Fest: Signup info coming soon! We’re expecting 1000 kids!

LIFETEEN:

Feb. 11 & 25th Lifeteen Youth Mass 5:30 PM. Optional dinner 7:00 PM. Meeting starts after dinner – 8:30 PM.
Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (mandatory fundraiser for summer camp and mission trip). Sign up on parish
website. www.stmgaparish.org

NET RETREAT (6TH GRADE—12TH GRADE)

March 16 NET retreat is coming! 5:00 PM -10:00 PM. Sign up on parish website. www.stmgaparish.org

SOCIAL JUSTICE
I CARE NEEDS DRIVERS
If you are a senior in need of a ride or are interested in driving, please contact Lori Webster, Assistant
Director, at 404-377-2273 or 404-376-6415 or coordinator@icareseniors.org or Tom Simon, Director, at 770-378-8999
or director@icareseniors.org. For more information, visit www.icareseniors.org. STM Contact: Ginny Lester 404-512-7394
GinMill96@aol.com.

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Missionaries of Charity, a religious congregation founded by Saint Theresa of Calcutta, are seeking volunteers to assist the
Sisters at the Gift of Grace House, located in Virginia Highlands. If you have time to spare Monday- Wednesday afternoons
from 4-6 PM, reach out to jengossett@gmail.com for details.

SCHOOL NEWS
STM’S EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to Kindergarten teacher Mrs. Heather
Upton. She was honored as STM’s Employee of the Year at
the Archbishop’s banquet on January 27, 2018. Mrs. Upton
is a dynamic teacher whose never ending energy and love of
learning inspires her students and colleagues alike.

5TH ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS DINNER

Mark your calendars for the 5th annual Empty Bowls Dinner
to be held on Wed., Feb. 21, 2017, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM in
Mulhern Hall. This meaningful event helps raise awareness
about hunger and will benefit ServeHAITI and the Good

Shepherd School in Port au Prince, Haiti. Please check the
bulletin for more information in the upcoming weeks.

8TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL

STM School’s 8th grade girls basketball team won the Sam Robb
Tournament held in December 2017. This amazing group of
young ladies have competed in the Sam Robb Tournament for
the last six years and have won the tournament four
times. Proceeds from the tournament are used to help find a
cure for childhood cancer. The 8th grade girls are: Madeline
Miller, Zoe Scott, Mary Claire Morrison, Abby Glennon, Paulina
Casanova, Angelina Planas, Taylor Leeth, Mary Freeman and
Emily Glenn. The team is coached by Amy Glennon and Beth
Morrison.

PARISH LIFE
WELCOME TO ST THOMAS MORE
David and Patricia Akers
Justin and Greta Bates
Nicholas Bolton and Erica Jones
Luis Carrion and Andrea Puccini
Cedric and Bianca Chovino
Louis Ciardulli
Patrick and Florence Gilchrist

Fergus and Kathryn Harris
Thomas and Srebrenka Ingram
Sears and Stacie McAdam
Shane Mulvihill and Kara LeNoir
Linda Murtaugh
Brian and Kanchana Pearce
Michael and Rebecca Valdez

FEBRUARY FOOD COLLECTION

February Food Collection will be on Feb 10-11 and will benefit DEAM.

CATHOLIC-LUTHERAN MEAL & DIALOGUE

This past Sunday evening our sisters and brothers from St John’s
Lutheran Church joined our community to break bread and engage
in a dialogue about how our two churches have been growing closer
and closer to communion. Scholars Jonathan Strom and Steffen Lösel
from Candler School of Theology, Emory University discussed the
history of our two churches and the numerous points of theological
agreement. Dewey Kramer moderated the discussion. There were
many excellent questions from the audience and we are hopeful this
will be the first of many such ecumenical gatherings.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP

The Knights of Columbus invite all boys and girls ages 9 - 14 to
participate in this year’s Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Championship on Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 1:30 PM in the STM
gymnasium (warm-ups begin at 1:00 PM). The Knights sponsor the
championship annually, with winners progressing through local,
district and state championship competitions. There will also be an
unofficial Free Throw Contest for all children ages 5-8 to take place
at the same time and location. Contact Greg Amoroso at
404-941-7494.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, , twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for
From Conflict to Communion
ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds, some of whom
may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon
masses) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00
noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each week! You can focus on
mass while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer
opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery
Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

COMMUNITY NEWS
MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN:

Sat., Feb. 17; 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM; Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Geneva Tigue, a songwriter,
speaker and worship leader in the archdiocese, will be the guest speaker at the Magnificat meal. All women are warmly
invited. Cost is $15 per person. Reservations are made in advance. Check-in is at the door. Please register online at
http://conta.cc/2r9gcpA or send name, address and contact information by Feb. 11 with check payable to Magnificat Joyful
Visitation to Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Contact: Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.

L’ARCHE VALENTINE’S DANCE

Sat., Feb. 17; 5:30-8:00 PM; St. Thomas More Church, Mulhern Hall. Come dance with your L’Arche friends during this
family-friendly Valentine’s dance, suited for all ages and abilities. Please bring a dish to share. This is part of a series of
social community events for adults with intellectual disabilities. The spirit of L’Arche invites all to build relationships with
people of varying abilities. Contact: L’Arche Atlanta at 404-563-6383 or www.larcheatlanta.org.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
8TH ANNUAL MAJOR CATHOLIC SPEAKER LECTURE

Monday, Feb. 19 from 7:15-8:15 PM, Claudia Nance Rollins Building—P-Level Auditorium at Emory University
Fr. J. Bryan Hehir will examine the distinct roles of Pope Francis as pastor, administrator and diplomat. Fr. Hehir is the
Parker Gilbert Montgomery Professor of the Practice of Religion and Public Life at Harvard University. He serves as the
Secretary of Health and Social Services on the staff of Cardinal Sean O’Malley in the Archdiocese of Boston. He is an
author and a highly respected speaker, professor, researcher focusing on ethics and foreign policy and the role of
religion in world politics and American society. Free—Registration required. To register, visit www.aquinas.emory.edu

AN INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM

A 12-Week Study of Christianity Through a Contemporary Catholic Lens, starting February 21
Join Fr Mark Wednesdays at 7 PM to explore our rich Catholic tradition using Lawrence S. Cunningham’s book, An
Introduction to Catholicism. Space is limited. To learn more and sign up visit the parish website www.stmgaparish.org

LENTEN RETREATS
· All Wednesdays of Lent at Ignatius House—9:00 AM-3:00 PM—Lenten Days of Reflection*
· All Thursdays of Lent at St. Thomas More—7:00 PM-9:00 PM—Journey of the Heart: Lenten
Evenings of Prayer and Reflection (Chapel)
· Silent Weekend Retreats at Ignatius House*
o Feb. 16-18 Women’s Retreat: I Am With You Always
o Feb. 23-25 Men’s Retreat: Le tting Christ Le ad, directed by Peter Fink, SJ & Andy Otto
o March 1-4 Accepting God’s Acceptance
o March 9-11 Young Adult Retreat - “Living with (the) Passion” directed by Sarah Otto
o March 23-25 Spanish Retreat: Retiro de Cuaresma
o March 25- April 1 8 day Holy Week Retreat
o March 29-April 1 Triduum Retreat
*Learn more and register at IgnatiusHouse .org.

MINISTRIES OF COMPASSION COFFEEHOUSE SERIES
February 25 at 10:45am | St Julie Room
Steve Siler, President of Mercy Care Foundation, will share about the work of Mercy Care in
making healthcare available to those poorest of the poor in Atlanta. He'll address the current
state of homelessness in Atlanta and the role Mercy Care has in relieving misery among
un- and underinsured Atlantans.

FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’

with Br Guy Consolmagno, Director of the Vatican Observatory
April 15, 7pm, Mulhern Hall
Our core beliefs not only determine how we expect the universe to work, they supply
the motivation for the science we do and determine why we choose to be scientists.
This has changed radically from the time of Galileo—when science was still being
invented—to now, when Pope Francis blends science and faith in his encyclical
Laudato Si’. Let us look at the beauty in nature and science and ask ourselves: What
is God revealing to us?

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after noon mass.
February: Event with S-Factor (STM's Senior Group) and YAM
March 9th to 11th: Living with (the) Passion: A Lenten Young Adult
Retreat
March 23 6:00 PM: Stations of the Cross (Ignatian style) led by YAM
April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass

