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Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
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           February 5, 2017 | 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

VALENTINE'S POTLUCK DINNER  
 

STM’s First Potluck of 2017 is Saturday, February 11th in   
Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 PM Mass. Entertainment will be  

provided by Myrna Hardjono’s dance group.  
 

Bring a dish that will serve 10—12  
A TO G: sides (potatoes, veggies, etc.) 

H TO M: desserts 
N TO Z: salad 

 
If you plan to attend please RSVP.  The sign up board will be available in the 

narthex or you can call the parish office at  404-378-4588.  

 EMPTY BOWLS DINNER—SAVE THE DATE! 
 

DID YOU KNOW THE EMPTY BOWLS PROJECT 
BEGAN 27 YEARS AGO BY A GROUP OF  
MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND 
TEACHERS TO SERVE THEIR LOCAL  
COMMUNITY?  Since then it has grown to  
become an international effort.  Please join us 
for our 4th annual simple soup dinner on 
Wednesday February 22.  How are you going to 
make a difference?  



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during 
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the  
presider.  
 
MONDAY, February 6, 2017 
5:30 PM Cynthia Meyers-White 
 
TUESDAY, February 7, 2017 
5:30 PM Ann Burke    
  
WEDNESDAY, February 8, 2017 
5:30 PM Mordell Sibert † 
                 
THURSDAY, February 9, 2017 
5:30 PM Oliver Corcoran †    
  
FRIDAY, February 10, 2017 
5:30 PM Carmela Toreno † 
 
Pray for those who recently died: 
Joan Maher  
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Jim Girard  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In  
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 
 
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex 
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for 
Eucharist.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior 
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to 
bulletin@stmga.org.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 

 ACCESSIBILIT 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 

Several months ago, a parishioner 
shared with me his concern that 
our parish practice of exposing the 
Blessed Sacrament in the  
monstrance (a practice known as 
“exposition”) 24 hours a day so 
that persons could pray before the 
exposed Sacrament at any hour 
was not in compliance with the 
Church’s requirements. This  
parishioner’s specific concern was 
that the Sacrament was exposed in 
our chapel for substantial periods of time each day when 
no one was present.  This, he said, was in violation of the 
Church’s rule that the exposed Sacrament should never 
be left unattended.  The parishioner suggested that  
either our practice of prayer before the exposed  
Sacrament should fully conform to the Church’s rules, or 
we should modify our practice so that we can comply 
with the rules.   
 
The parishioner is correct.  The Church’s rules regarding 
exposition are designed to protect certain values that the 
Church holds dear, and there are several rules that we 
are not presently meeting, including the rule that we not 
casually leave the exposed Sacrament unattended.   
 
You may recall that I wrote a “From the Pastor” column 
several months ago sharing this parishioner’s concern 
with you.  In that column I explained the Church’s rules 
for prayer before the exposed Sacrament and the  
rationale behind them.  I also expressed my own concern 
for the security of persons who often find themselves 
alone in the chapel at night.  Indeed, I wrote that several 
parishioners have told me that they have occasionally 
been approached in the chapel or the narthex by  
persons who aggressively ask for money, and that they 
have felt unsafe.  I concluded that pastor’s column by 
saying that I hoped that we might find ways not only to 
bring our practice into substantial compliance with the 
Church’s rules, but also to assure the safety of  
parishioners who are alone on parish property after  
normal office hours. 
 
After hearing from several parishioners who are devoted 
to the practice of prayer before the exposed Sacrament 
and who wanted the opportunity to retain and revitalize 
this form of prayer, I agreed to let them try to recruit  
additional worshipers who could commit to being  
present in the chapel every hour of every day so that at 
least the Sacrament would not be left unattended.   
Unfortunately, these parishioners were unable to find 
and schedule at least one person 24/7.  Of equal concern 
to me, we were not able to satisfactorily assure the safety 
of worshipers late at night. 
 
I met with these same parishioners several days ago and 
we came to the following agreement: we will continue to 

offer parishioners the opportunity to pray before the  
exposed Sacrament Monday through Saturday from 9:00 
AM to 5:30 PM.  However, the Sacrament will not be  
exposed in the monstrance for private prayer on Sundays 
(we encourage parishioners to show their devotion to the 
Eucharist by participating in Sunday Mass) or during the 
night.  We will lock the church each night of the week  
after the evening Mass; we will unlock the church on 
Monday through Saturday by 9:00 AM.  The keypad that 
has been used to gain access to the church after hours 
will be disabled. 
 
This change will go into effect March 1, Ash Wednesday. 
 
This revised practice represents in my mind a reasonable 
accommodation of the interest of those who want to 
have an extensive opportunity to prayer before the  
exposed Sacrament, the interest of the larger Church in 
seeing that the exposed Sacrament is not left  
unattended, and our concern for the safety of  
parishioners and the integrity of the parish property.  My 
sense from the people I spoke with several days ago was 
that they were satisfied. 
 
I trust that no parishioner will think that, because we are 
reducing the hours when the Sacrament is exposed in 
the monstrance for private prayer, our devotion to the 
Sacrament is lacking.  This change simply reflects the  
reality that we cannot place persons in the chapel before 
the Sacrament every hour of every day, and that the  
safety of our parishioners and the security of church 
property are also important values to preserve. 
 
STM has a long, admirable tradition of devotion to the 
Sacrament.  I hope that parishioners will continue to 
show their devotion to the Eucharist by private prayer 
before the Sacrament, whether it is exposed in the  
monstrance or reposed in the tabernacle, but even more 
so by their frequent and active participation in the Mass. 
 
Fr. Mark  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY 
Please take 5 minutes to respond to the Adult Faith  
Formation poll.  Help us to know what it is that you are  
interested in! Visit the parish website to vote. 
Your voice is VERY important to us! 
 

HAVE YOU SEEN "SILENCE" YET? 
Check out America magazine's "Silence" page 
(www.americamagazine.org) for reflections and interviews on 
the book and film and their relationship to faith, moral 
questions, and Ignatian Spirituality. Of special note is an 
interview with actor Andrew Garfield about his experience 
making the Spiritual Exercises and a video interview of  
director Martin Scorsese by Fr. James Martin, S.J.  
 

THE CONSISTENT ETHIC OF LIFE 
At least ten St. Thomas More 
parishioners heard Dr. Cory 
Andrew Labrecque, professor 
of Christian Ethics at the  
University of Laval (Quebec 
City, Canada) give a  
presentation on “The  
Consistent Ethic of Life,” at the 
Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University, on January 
23.  The presentation was 
sponsored by the Aquinas  
Center at Emory.  The  
programs offered by the  
Aquinas Center are a  
wonderful supplement to STM’s 
adult education and faith  
formation programs.  And they are offered free of charge! 
 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Mon Feb 6 Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern 

Tues Feb 7 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library  

Tues Feb 7 RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room 

Wed Feb 8 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library   

Thurs Feb 9 Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym 

Sat Feb 11 Parish Potluck 6:30 PM Mulhern Hall 

Sun Feb 12 RCIA Dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room 

Sun Feb 12 The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM  

Sun Feb 12 Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM 

Mon Feb 13 Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern 

Mon Feb 13 Baptism Class 7:00 PM Parish Library 

Tues Feb 14 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library  

Tues Feb 14 RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room 

Thurs Feb 16 Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at 
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, or 
404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation   
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with  
funeral planning. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

LITURGY NOTES—AFTER EATING AND DRINKING  
After all have shared the Body and Blood of the Lord, the 
ministers should take their vessels to the credence table 
or perhaps to the sacristy. Any extra bread should be 
taken by a minister to the chapel of reservation.  Extra 
wine can be consumed at the credence table or in the 
sacristy, or it may be covered and consumed after Mass. 
The vessels may be cleaned at the credence table, but 
the task might be best done after Mass. What should be 
avoided in any case is cleansing the vessels at the  
altar during Mass.  We would never think of doing dishes 
at the dinner table during a formal dinner party, Why 
would we clean the vessels on the banquet table during 
Mass? During the communion procession, the assembly 
should join together in song. After communion, there 
should be some time for silent prayer by the whole  
assembly. The Communion Rite concludes with the  
Prayer after Communion, asking that our sharing in  
Communion might have an effect in our lives. This prayer 
should be proclaimed reverently, or it might even be 
sung as a fitting conclusion to this climatic part of the 
celebration. The Communion Rite should be a moment of 
climax in the Eucharist. Taking care to celebrate this  
portion of the Mass well can enhance our experience of 
the Lord’s presence and intensify our union with Christ 
and with one another, not only at Mass but also  
throughout the week ahead.  
Worshiping Well…..Lawrence E. Mick 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

 There is one spot open for the Lifeteen (rising 10th & above) Mission Trip to Knoxville, TN with Catholic Heart  
Workcamp June 4-9th.  Contact Elaine Phillips (ephillips@stmga.org) if interested. 

 Confirmation Mass 7:00 PM on Thursday, Feb. 23rd with Bishop Zarama.  All are welcome to attend.  

 Lifeteen help is needed at STM’s Annual Empty Bowls Dinner on Wednesday, Feb. 22nd. Signup on the parish website. 

 Matt Fradd will be at the Good Sheppard Catholic Church on Sunday, Feb. 26th. Sign up on the parish web site.  
 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

 Its almost time for the annual NET retreat! The retreat is for kids in grades 6-12 and is on Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM.  
Register on the parish website. 

 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of fun, 
music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG! Registration is now available on the parish website. 

PARISH GIVING 
STORM RELIEF IN SOUTH GEORGIA 
Thanks to the generosity of STM parishioners to the regular 
Sunday offertory collection, STM has made a $500 donation 
to the American Red Cross for storm relief in south Georgia. 
Bishop Gregory Hartmayer, Bishop of Savannah, has  
requested individual parishioners who would like to make 
an additional donation, please donate to the American Red 
Cross. Their address, along with a form they ask you to  
enclose with the donation, is available on their website 
(www.redcross.org).  Individuals may contribute electronically 
on the site as well by clicking the Donate tab, choosing  
Donate Online, and then, under "I Want to Support,"  
selecting "Southern Tornadoes and Storms."  
 

PRESS CONFERENCE ON GA DEATH PENALTY CASE 
Archbishop Gregory Calls on Georgia District Attorney to 
remove the Death Penalty from case involving murdered 
priest 
 
ATLANTA, Georgia – Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta, Bishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM 
Conv. of the Diocese of Savannah, and Bishop Felipe J.  
Estévez of the Diocese of St. Augustine held an 11 AM joint 
news conference on Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2017, outside the 
Richmond County Courthouse, 735 James Brown Blvd., in 
Augusta, Ga. 

The three Catholic bishops called on Ashley Wright, district 
attorney for the Augusta Judicial Circuit, to reverse her  
decision to seek the death penalty in the case against  
Steven James Murray in the Superior Court of Burke County.  

Visit the parish website to read the full story. 
 

URGENT: TUTORS NEEDED FOR CCA REFUGEE CLIENTS 

Tutors are needed to work with small groups of refugee  
students (2-3) to help with homework, assist with studying, 
and practice English. Our academic mentoring sessions will 
be held at Indian Creek Elementary School in Clarkston 
through the end of the school semester in May. The  
schedule will be Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 
2:30-4:30 PM. 

For more information or if you would like to help, please 
contact Margaret Prickett at 404-920-7785 or 
mprickett@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 

 

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS) 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
MRS. MCP GETS AWARD 
Michele McHale-Pickard, STM's Director of Youth and Adult 
Faith Formation, was recognized by the Archdiocesan 
Office of Formation and Discipleship for completing the 
rigorous program in Youth Ministry from the University of  
Dayton.  Archbishop Gregory awarded Michele a certificate 
of completion in the presence of her peers at a luncheon 
at the Chancery on January 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
        Fr. Mark, Mrs. McP and Archbishop Gregory 

 

THE S FACTOR FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES 
2/14 Tuesday—Lunch at Pea Ridge 12:00 PM 
2/17 Friday—Movie night “Florence Foster Jenkins” 7:00 PM 
2/24 Friday—Noon concert at Carlos  
2/28 Tuesday—4th annual “Mardi Gras” 12:00 PM in the  
St. Julie Room 

 

DEAM FOOD DRIVE 
The food drive for February will benefit Decatur Area  
Emergency Assistance Ministry. February 11-12. Our most 
needed items are: 1 lb. pkgs white or yellow rice, 1 qt. pkgs 
powdered milk, canned fruit, canned black-eyed peas, 
canned lima beans, small boxes of corn muffin mix, pasta 
sauce and hamburger helper.  We are also very low on  
toiletries (toothpaste, deodorant, sanitary supplies, and 
shampoo.) Toilet paper and bar soap are also needed. We 
always appreciate your kindness and wonderful support of 
those in need. 
 

STM RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE  
There will be a blood drive on Sunday, Feb 19th from 8:00 
AM until 1:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. You can make an  
appointment at www.redcrossblood.org and use St  
Thomas More’s code sttmcc.   WALK–INS ARE WELCOME. 
The Red Cross is giving a $5 Amazon Gift Card to all  
participating donors from now until February 26.  They will 
be emailed to donors.  The donor will have to make sure 
they have an updated email in our system.  
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
STM Parish has always generously supported SVdP with 
your donations through second collections, food pantry 
drives, and the Giving Tree.  Now we are asking for your 
help in donating your time to assist members of our  
community, including fellow parishioners, in their time of 
need.  For more information please email Betsy Walker at 
betsy_walker@me.com or feel free to attend our monthly  
meeting. Our monthly meeting is normally held on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 AM in the teacher’s lounge of 
Mulhern Hall.  
 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT STM  
St. Thomas More is accessible to persons with disabilities. 
We are also a breastfeeding-friendly church.  Mothers are 
welcome to nurse anywhere, anytime, including during 
Mass. 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

DIVORCECARE SUPPORT GROUP 
Find help and healing for the hurt of separation and divorce. Sessions are once a week, Sundays from 5 - 6:30 PM starting 
Feb 12th at Decatur First United Methodist Church.  For more information: www.divorcecare.org.  
 

3RD ANNUAL L'ARCHE ATLANTA VALENTINE'S DANCE  
Come dance with your L'Arche friends on Saturday, February 18th at St. Thomas More! Last year was a blast, so come 
ready to cut the rug for a family-friendly Valentine's Dance. Suited for all ages and abilities! We will meet in St. Thomas 
More's Mulhern Hall. This is accessible by turning south on West Trinity Place, and then turning east into the parking lot. 
Please bring a savory finger food to share (desserts will be provided). RSVP on our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/181923068957107/ 
 

CATHOLIC DAY AT THE CAPITOL IS FEBRUARY 21 
The Archdiocese of Atlanta and Diocese of Savannah invite Georgia Catholics to the State Capitol in Atlanta on Tuesday, 
February 21, 2017 from 8:00 AM–1:00 PM. The day will start with a legislative briefing at 8:30 AM at the Shrine of the  
Immaculate Conception, 48 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, SW, Atlanta, GA 30303. We will walk together to the Capitol to 
view the opening of the session and meet your legislators. Lunch will be provided. The event is free, but registration is 
required so that we can communicate last minute changes. To register for this event, please visit  
http://archatl.com/events/2017-catholic-day-capitol/. For more information, please call 404-920-7340 or email  
communications@archatl.com.  
 

 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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POPE FRANCIS’ JANUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Christians at the service of the challenges of  
humanity.  
 
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching 
by striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore 
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the 
challenges facing humanity.  
 
 

  
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 
IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS 
Ignacio Ellacuría (1930-1898) and the Martyrs of El Salvador  
 
Ignacio Ellacuría was a Spanish Basque Jesuit who, soon after 
taking vows, was missioned to El Salvador where, apart from 
studies, he lived and worked for the next 42 years. Ellacuría is 
regarded as having made a significant contribution to 
"Liberation Philosophy" which "focuses on liberating the  
oppressed in order 'to reach the fullness of humanity.'" He 
did not simply comment on the situation from an academic 
standpoint, however, he became directly involved in the lives 
of the poor through his pastoral work. Outspoken in his  
criticism of El Salvador's military and the ongoing civil war, 
Ellacuría was viewed by some as dangerous to social  
cohesion. On November 16, 1989, he was gunned down by 
U.S.-trained members of the Salvadoran army at his  
residence at the university, along with five other Jesuits with 
whom he lived, their housekeeper, and her daughter.  
 
Question: Do I have the courage to stand up to others  
because of my faith?  

Prayer: For the poor, the sick and those who bear any kind of  
suffering, that their hopes may not weaken or die and that 
they may feel accompanied by the Lord through our  
solidarity. 
 
Ignacio Ellacuría and the Martyrs of El Salvador, intercede for 
us.  
 
Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com to learn more about other 
Jesuit Saints. 

STM SCHOOL GALA & AUCTION 
The STM School Gala & Auction will take place on  
Saturday, March 11, 2017,  in the Notre Dame de  
Namur Center. The committee has been hard at work 
to prepare for an evening as An American in Paris! 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this fun 
event as we raise money for St. Thomas More School. 
 
STM STUDENTS HELP CURE CHILDHOOD  

CANCER 
STM students and teachers raised $1034 for the Sam 
Robb Fund for CURE Childhood Cancer by taking part 
in an out of uniform day in December. Our Middle 
School boys and girls also participated in the annual 
Sam Robb Childhood CURE basketball tournament 
where the 7th grade girls’ team finished as Tournament 
Champion Runners-Up. STM was also named as a 
sponsor of the tournament by the Robb family for the 
school’s fundraising effort for this important event. 
  
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

STM 7th grade girls team were Tournament Champion 
Runners-Up in the Sam Robb for CURE Childhood Cancer 
basketball tournament in December 2016. 


