February 12, 2017 | 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

MEN'S DAY OF PRAYER & REFLECTION

We invite the adult men of St. Thomas More parish to a pre-Lenten Day of
Prayer and Reflection at the Ignatius House on Monday, February 20, from
9:00 - 3:00 PM.

This will be a day of inspirational talks, interspersed with time
of quiet reflection and time to enjoy the beautiful grounds at
the Ignatius House.
Open to all men of STM, ages 18+
Cost: $25 — This will include all retreat materials and lunch.

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

The Archbishop's Annual Appeal Commitment weekend is February 18 19th. St Thomas More's goal is $127,300. The Archdiocese of Atlanta
conducts an annual campaign to help fund the work of its office and
ministries throughout north and central Georgia. You are encouraged to
give because you are grateful for the gifts that God has given us in our lives
and because of the great good that our giving brings to the world. The
Annual Appeal provides the opportunity to support our wider Church
family, the Archdiocese of Atlanta, as well as our own parish ministries.
St Thomas More has been very generous in past Annual Appeals and has
exceeded our goal. The Archdiocese will return the excess to St. Thomas
More. Visit the parish website to watch a video from the Archbishop.

CALL TO ACTION

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35
On January 27, 2017, the President signed an executive
order banning refugees from entering the United States. As
Catholic Christians who honor the dignity of all human life,
we have a responsibility to stand together with these most
vulnerable brothers and sisters across the world. Turning
away victims of violence and poverty is in stark contrast to
the values of our faith. Supported by a clear Gospel message and our Catholic leadership, we are called to action.
Please visit our parish website for more details.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, February 13, 2017
5:30 PM Lisa Pisano †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, February 14, 2017
5:30 PM Andrew Hurley †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, February 15, 2017
5:30 PM Michael McGee †
THURSDAY, February 16, 2017
5:30 PM Veronica Marie Larson † and
Lila Belle Larson †
FRIDAY, February 17, 2017
5:30 PM Andrea Moss †
Please pray for those who are sick:
Mary Cohan sister of Pat Leipold
Alice Eddleman

Please pray for those who have died:
Dr. Janet Higgins, sister of Carol Allain
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.

In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
A couple weeks ago at the end of
one of the Sunday Masses, an “off
duty” priest from the Archdiocese
of Atlanta walked up to me and
introduced himself. He told me
that he was on sabbatical and that
he was participating at Sunday
Eucharist at different parishes in
the Archdiocese as part of his
sabbatical program. He
complimented STM on what a
welcoming parish we are. He said
he felt “good energy” here.
I thanked him for this compliment and told him that,
when Fr. Pat and I arrived a year ago, this was our
experience as well. STM is indeed a welcoming parish.
Parishioners often tell me how important it is to them
that all feel welcome here; they tell me that they want
STM to be widely perceived as an inclusive parish.
Members of the Parish Council have shared this same
sentiment with me. All seem to understand that
inclusiveness and unity are the hallmarks of a healthy
Catholic parish.
Mindful of this, I sat down a couple weeks ago with the
STM Welcome Committee, that group of parishioners
who have been charged with promoting a sense of
welcome and inclusiveness at STM. Together we
discussed what we have been doing and what we might
do in the future. For example, Committee members told
me that they have been sending a personal note to newly
registered parishioners for some time now. We agreed
that the Committee would continue this practice with a
couple minor adjustments.
We agreed that I would encourage other parishioners to
volunteer to serve as a member of this important parish
Committee. I do that now. Beth Morgan is now the chair
of that Committee. If you can help, send Beth an email:
bethmorgan838@gmail.com.
We agreed that, beginning at the end of this month and
on the last Sunday of every month thereafter, the priest
at the end of Mass, after the announcements, would
invite new parishioners who may be present in the
Assembly to stand and be recognized. We would take
the opportunity to offer each new family a small gift.
More importantly, the rest of us in the Assembly would
take note of these newcomers so that we could approach
them and greet them more personally in the narthex
after Mass.

There was a strong consensus among the members of
the Welcome Committee that:

it is the responsibility of all members of the parish
community, not just the ushers and not just the
members of the Welcome Committee, to create an
open, inviting environment at STM.
This is especially important when we gather for Eucharist
on Sundays. Eucharist, of course, is the Church’s primary
sacrament of unity. It may be that, at certain times in the
past, many of us came to believe that Eucharist was
essentially a private, personal devotion. But the Second
Vatican Council has recovered the Church’s earlier
understanding that Eucharist is fundamentally a
celebration of community, our communion with Jesus
and our communion with one another.
At that meeting, some members of the Committee
shared their experience of being a newcomer in a place
or at a gathering where everyone else seemed to know
each other. We recalled how awkward we felt, like we
were the only one in the room who didn’t have a friend.
We recalled how important it was to us when someone
approached us, introduced him or herself, and welcomed
us. Mindful of this, the Committee members and I
expressed our hope that each parishioner, in addition to
spending time before or after Mass with friends, seek out
just one person unknown to him or her and introduce
him/herself. We couldn’t imagine any action we could do
that would make a newcomer feel more welcome.
The idea is to create a space for others in our parish
community, to make room for newcomers. As St. Paul
says in his letter to the Romans: “Welcome one another
as Christ has welcomed you.”
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death,
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can
be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, or
404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and
ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend to your
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—
RITES BELONGING TO THE PERIOD OF
PURIFICATION AND ENLIGHTENMENT

With the celebration of the Rite of election, the final six
weeks of intense preparation for the elect come. The
elect can sense the waters of Baptism pouring over them
the oil of chrism meeting their brows and their hand, and
that the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist
will nourish them. We have gotten to know the Elect over
the months of preparation for the sacraments of
initiation. Excitement for them fills us. The time of the
Easter Vigil will arrive soon enough. The period of
Purification and Enlightenment that coincides with Lent is
where the journey now leads. The intense preparation of
this period includes three Scrutiny’s, two Presentations,
and the Preparation Rites on Holy Saturday. The
celebration of these rites require thoughtful
preparation. The rites of the Period of Purification and
Enlightenment provide the elect the opportunity to purify
their minds and hearts, delve into consciences, engage in
penance, and experience a deeper knowledge of and
conversion to Christ who is their Savior.
Pastoral Liturgy………Mary A. Ehle

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY

Please take 5 minutes to respond to the Adult Faith
Formation poll. Help us to know what it is that you are
interested in! Visit the parish website to vote.
Your voice is VERY important to us!

THE WORD—BIBLE STUDY

Join Jerry Pendrick for The Word Bible Study on Sundays
from 10:40-11:50 AM in the Parish Library.
Jerry was born and raised in New Jersey and graduated
with bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees from
Columbia University in the City of New York. He been a
parishioner at St. Thomas More since 1988 and has taught
ancient Greek and Latin at various high schools and
colleges for 27 years.
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ. Romans 10.17

RENEW—BIBLE STUDY

On Tuesday afternoons men and women of this parish
gather to pray and prepare for Sunday liturgy. Heeding the
words of Pope Francis, we find the deep and lasting joy of
the Gospel. The scripture readings for the coming Sunday
are read aloud, explored from a historical and theological
perspective, and reflected upon. Through mutual sharing,
the meaning of the scriptures for day-to-day living are
explored. The entire community is welcome. Classes are
lead by Louanne K. Bachner, Ph.D. Louanne is a graduate
of the University of Notre Dame and Emory University. She
has been involved with catechesis and Adult Faith
formation across the Archdiocese for over thirty years. She
has led many retreats as well as offering spiritual direction.
RENEW meets in the STM parish library. Classes are
Tuesdays 1:30-3 PM during the school year.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon Feb 13

Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern

Mon Feb 13

Baptism Class 7:00 PM Parish Library

Tues Feb 14

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Feb 14

RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room

Thurs Feb 16

Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym

Fri Feb 17

S Factor Movie Night 7:00 PM St. Julie Rm.

Sat Feb 18

RCIA candidate 1/2 day retreat 8:30 AM

Sun Feb 19

RCIA Dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room

Sun Feb 19

The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM

Sun Feb 19

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

Mon Feb 20

Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern

Tues Feb 21

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Feb 21

RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room

Wed Feb 22

Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library

Wed Feb 22

Empty Bowls Dinner 6:00 PM Mulhern Hall

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
 There is one spot open for the Lifeteen (rising 10th & above) Mission Trip to Knoxville, TN with Catholic Heart
Workcamp June 4-9th. Contact Elaine Phillips (ephillips@stmga.org) if interested.
 Confirmation Mass 7:00 PM on Thursday, Feb. 23rd with Bishop Zarama. All are welcome to attend.
 Lifeteen help is needed at STM’s Annual Empty Bowls Dinner on Wednesday, Feb. 22nd. Signup on the parish website.
 Matt Fradd will be at the Good Sheppard Catholic Church on Sunday, Feb. 26th. Sign up on the parish web site.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 Its almost time for the annual NET retreat! The retreat is for kids in grades 6-12 and is on Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM.
Register on the parish website.
 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of fun,
music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG! Registration is now available on the parish website.

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
PARISH GIVING
STM MAKES DONATION TO DEAM

Last week, STM parishioner Mary Moore delivered a check
for $1,100 to the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry
(DEAM) to support its work on behalf of the poor and
homeless in the Decatur area. Mary coordinates the STM
volunteers who participate in DEAM's ministry. This gift to
DEAM was possible because of the generous financial
contributions that parishioners make to STM. Thank you!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA

Congratulates the 2016 Leadership Class Graduates
Catholic Charities Atlanta (CCA) recently graduated 41
Catholic men and women of its 2016 Leadership Class at
their annual graduation ceremony at the Heritage Center,
Sandy Springs.
This class marks the 6th year of Catholic Charities Atlanta
program, which has graduated over 250 servant leaders. Its
success continues to grow as young faithful Catholic
Leaders look for opportunities to learn servant leadership
and incorporate their faith in the workplace.
Congratulations to the following parishioner of St. Thomas
More for participating in the 2016 Leadership Class:
* Chris Connors
For information about nominations for the 2017 class,
please visit CCA's website at:
https://catholiccharitiesatlanta.org/leadership-class/

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
STM Parish has always generously supported SVdP with
your donations through second collections, food pantry
drives, and the Giving Tree. Now we are asking for your help
in donating your time to assist members of our
community, including fellow parishioners, in their time of
need. For more information please email Betsy Walker at
betsy_walker@me.com or feel free to attend our monthly
meeting. Our monthly meeting is normally held on the 1st
Sunday of the month at 9:30 AM in the teacher’s lounge of
Mulhern Hall.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
SECOND COLLECTION

February 18-19 is the St. Vincent DePaul special collection.
Bring your special envelope, a check made out to SVDP, or
you can make your contribution through your bank bill-pay
feature. Your generous support helps needy families right
here in Decatur through tough times.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

Join us for a last BIG community feast before Lent.
Donations are accepted. No reservations required. Profits
go to fund STM youth summer camp & mission trips.
Pancakes, bacon, sausages, fruit & beverages all provided.
Tuesday Feb 28th 6:00—7:30 PM in Mulhern Hall.

STM RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

There will be a blood drive on Sunday, Feb 19th from 8:00
AM until 1:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. You can make an
appointment at www.re dcrossblood.org and use St
Thomas More’s code sttmcc. WALK–INS ARE WELCOME.
The Red Cross is giving a $5 Amazon Gift Card to all
participating donors from now until February 26. They will
be emailed to donors. The donor will have to make sure
they have an updated email in our system.

STM GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALES!

The St. Thomas More Girl Scout Troops are selling Girl
Scout Cookies after Vigil Mass on Feb 25 and Mar 4 and at
every March Fish Fry. Boxes are $4 & $6 each.
Each time you buy a box, you help girls develop 5 essential
skills - goal setting, decision making, money management,
people skills, and business ethics. Thank you for your
support!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FEB MEETING

This month's Knights of Columbus meeting will be held in
the gym's Youth room on Monday, February 13th. Rosary
begins at 7:00 PM, members' business meeting follows at
8:00 PM.

SIGN UP FOR THE STM NEWSLETTER

Are you missing out on STM news and updates? Hard
copies of the weekly parish bulletin are always available in
the narthex, and electronic copies are available on the STM
website. But did you know that STM sends out a weekly
electronic newsletter every Tuesday with news updates
and special announcements? If you would like to receive
this newsletter, send your email address to Marie
at mdiebold@stmga.org. We will put you on the newsletter
mailing list.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT STM

St. Thomas More is accessible to persons with disabilities.
We are also a breastfeeding-friendly church. Mothers are
welcome to nurse anywhere, anytime, including during
Mass.

STM FAMILIES

We are a group of STM parents who encourage each other
in our calling as parents while growing closer to Christ and
his Church. Please check us out on Facebook for more
exciting things to come in this year https://
www.facebook.com/groups/MoreMoms/ or for more
information please contact Katie at
Katie_edelstein@yahoo.com

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months
– preschool (including 3 yr olds no longer enrolled
in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our
9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes
before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each
week. You can focus on mass while they have fun and play
in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family
Room. Volunteer opportunities always available.
Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
STRESS PROOF YOUR FAMILY!

Go on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The Marriage Encounter Weekend is 44 hours
where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones ....and focus on each other. If
you'd like greater depth, growth and enrichment in your relationship you'll like the difference a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend can make. The next Weekends are scheduled for February
24-26 and April 21-23 at the Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get more information or
apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.

THE BASICS: MEMORY LOSS, DEMENTIA AND ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE

You are invited to attend "The Basics: Memory Loss, Dementia and Alzheimer's Disease" program presented by The
Alzheimer's Association at the police department on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm. RSVP
at https://thebasicsdecaturpd.eventbrite.com .

L’ARCHE VALENTINE’S DANCE

Saturday, Feb. 18; 5:30-8 PM at St. Thomas More’s Mulhern Hall. Come dance with your L’Arche friends. It’s a dance suited
for all ages and abilities. Please bring a savory finger food to share. Desserts provided. This is part of a series of social
community events for adults with intellectual disabilities and all who come to enjoy time together. We hope that through
this we will grow in the spirit of L'Arche, which invites us to build relationships with people of all abilities and believes that
our differences enrich the lives of us all.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK SUCCESS

Catholic Schools Week at STM School was filled with
lots of fun activities that gave our students the
opportunity to celebrate our school, our teachers, our
community, and one another. The week ended with
the annual Grandparents Mass - one of our most
loved traditions at STM School. Our Kindergarten
students and their 8th Grade buddies celebrated Mass
followed by a brunch in Mulhern Hall.

EMPTY BOWLS DINNER—SAVE THE DATE!

The 4th Annual STM Empty Bowls Dinner
will be held on Wednesday, February 22,
2017, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM in Mulhern
Hall. Mark your calendars for this
upcoming meaningful event that helps
raise awareness about hunger. The event
will benefit ServeHAITI and the Good
Shepherd School in Port au Prince, Haiti. Please check
the bulletin for more information in the upcoming
weeks.

Congratulations to Mr. Jerry Raymond, Archdiocese of Atlanta
Principal of the Year. Congratulations to Mr. Andy Scantlebury,
STM Employee of the Year. Mr. Scantlebury teaches 7th &
8th grade religion at STM. Mr. Raymond and Mr. Scantlebury
were honored at the 10th annual Archbishop's Banquet for
Catholic Education on Saturday, January 28th. STM thanks you
both for your dedicated service to our school.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
IGNATION VOICES—JESUIT SAINTS
Alfred Delp, SJ (1907-1945)

Alfred Delp was a German Jesuit who was executed for his
resistance to the Nazi regime. As rector of St. Georg Church in
Munich, Delp secretly used his position to help Jews escape to
Switzerland. Concerned with the future of Germany, Delp
joined the Kreisau Circle, a group that worked to design a new
social order. He was arrested with other members of the
circle after the attempted assassination of Hitler in 1944.
After suffering brutal treatment and torture, Delp was
brought to trial. While he knew nothing of the attempted
assassination, the Gestapo decided to hang him for high
treason.

POPE FRANCIS’ FEBRUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Welcome the needy.
That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor,
refugees, and marginalized, may find welcome and
comfort in our communities.

Delp was offered his freedom if he would renounce the
Jesuits. He refused and was hanged on February 2, 1945. His
body was cremated and his ashes spread on an unknown
field. While his physical remains disappeared, Alfred Delp left
behind letters smuggled out of prison. They reveal a man of
courage who told the prison chaplain accompanying him to
his death, "In half an hour, I'll know more than you do."
Question: How do my passions and convictions lead me to
serve the Lord?
Prayer: May young people be inspired to respond to the call
of the Lord and may those already consecrated to his service
persevere in their call to love and serve "in all things."
Alfred Delp, pray for us.
Visit www.ignatianspirituality.com to learn more about other
Jesuit Saints.

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

