February 19, 2017 | 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

PARISH REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PARTNERSHIP

In response to calls from Church leaders to assist with the resettlement of
refugees, St. Thomas More is partnering with Catholic Charities Atlanta to
welcome a newly arrived refugee family to Atlanta. The Martoungou
family - mom, dad, and their four young daughters - is originally from the
Central African Republic, but civil war forced them to seek refuge in
Cameroon until they were accepted for resettlement in the United States.
(continued on page 5)

EMPTY BOWLS—FEB 22, 6 PM-8 PM

DID YOU KNOW last year we raised over $5000 to help
our brothers and sisters who are less fortunate than we
are? Come out and help us do it again! Experience what
it’s like to have a simple soup dinner, and for some of the
kids we support, this simple meal may be all they eat all
day. Our STM students are learning about other cultures
and about world hunger in school, and this event ties it all
together. How are you going to make a difference? $6 for
adults, $3 for kids, $22 max per family.

There will only be one mass on Feb 20th at 10 AM

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, February 20, 2017
10:00 AM Members of STM

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, February 21, 2017
5:30 PM Michelle Bischoff

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, February 22, 2017
5:30 PM David Moss †
THURSDAY, February 23, 2017
5:30 PM Richard Cannon †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

FRIDAY, February 24, 2017
5:30 PM Eleanor Dudasko †

Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org

Please pray for those who are sick:
Margaret Pryor

Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org

Please pray for those who recently died:
Elaine Long
Shannon Monk

Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.

In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
On February 9, STM hosted an
evening of conversation with Ms.
Moina Shaiq about her experience
as a Muslim woman, wife, and
mother in the United States.
Moina is a native of Pakistan, but
now a citizen of the United States
for more than 30 years. The
purpose of the evening was, as
Moina said, “to build bridges of
love, respect, understanding, and
acceptance” between Muslims and
non-Muslims. Moina encouraged those present to ask
whatever questions they pleased and not be afraid of
offending her. Several persons did ask hard but
respectful questions about Sharia law and jihadism.
Judging from the overwhelmingly positive response
Moina received from the nearly 125 parishioners and
visitors who were present for the event, we made good
strides toward reaching her goal.
Overwhelmingly positive, but not completely. A couple
questioners were more combative than inquisitive, and
afterwards, a parishioner questioned why we would invite
a Muslim to a Catholic Church unless our intent was to
try to convert her. A couple ugly emails also circulated
among some parishioners. This negativity revealed a
serious misunderstanding among some of the Church’s
longstanding teaching regarding the Church’s
relationship with other religious traditions and role of
interfaith dialogue in the Church’s own proclamation of
the Gospel.
The Second Vatican Council, beginning with Catholicism’s
foundational belief that all men and women have an
equal and essential dignity by virtue of being created in
the image and likeness of God, declared: “All peoples
form a single community; they have one origin and one
destiny: God himself. His plan of salvation extends to all.”
Vatican II, Nostra Aetate #1 (1965). This foundational
principle alone demands that all men and women treat
one another with charity and respect, regardless of one’s
religious belief.
The bishops of the Council, without compromising their
commitment to the Catholic faith, declared that God, who
desires relationship with all men and women, reveals
himself to all. Accordingly, non-Christian religions “reflect
a ray of Truth which enlightens all…. The Church rejects
nothing of what is true and holy in these (non-Christian)
religions.” Nostra Aetate, #2. Therefore, the Council urged
all members of the Church “to enter with prudence and
charity into discussion and collaboration with persons of
other religions.” Nostra Aetate #2. Clearly, the Church for
more than sixty years has encouraged Catholics to
engage in respectful, open dialogue with persons of
different faiths for the mutual benefit of all.

In fact, genuine interfaith dialogue is one of the ways in
which Catholics proclaim the Gospel. Every pope since
the Council has made dialogue with other Christian and
non-Christian religions an essential component of
evangelization.
Pope Francis has taught that “we must never forget that
we are pilgrims journeying alongside one another,” and
that “we must put aside all suspicion and mistrust” as we
engage with (non-Catholics). The Joy of the Gospe l, #244.
Repeating a theme emphasized by earlier popes, Francis
continued: “An attitude of openness and love must
characterize the dialogue with the followers of
non-Christian religions,” The Joy of the Gospel, #250, and
“true openness involves remaining steadfast in one’s
deepest convictions, clear and joyful in one’s own identity,
while at the same time being ‘open to understanding
those of the other party’ and ‘knowing that dialogue can
enrich each side.” The Joy of the Gospel, #251, quoting
Pope John Paul II. And since interfaith dialogue has its
own inherent value and dignity, it should never be a
made a strategy to elicit conversions.
Significantly, for Pope Francis, dialogue with persons of
the Muslim faith is particularly critical. Indeed, Pope
Francis wrote that dialogue with Muslims is “a necessary
condition for peace in the world.” The Joy of the Gospel,
#250. And in our engagement with Muslims, we should
embrace them “with affection and respect…, avoiding
hateful generalizations.” The Joy of the Gospel, #253.
Pope John Paul II and Pope Francis have asked Jesuits to
make interreligious dialogue a priority in our ministry to
the Church. The Jesuits have taken up this call and have
confirmed this commitment repeatedly. Our own
governing documents say that “a culture of dialogue (with
persons of non-Christian faiths) should become a
distinctive characteristic of our Society,” and that
interreligious dialogue should be an integral part of any
parish ministry.
STM will continue to explore other opportunities to
engage with persons who are different from us and who
think differently from us. This is an essential part of what
it means to be Catholic.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RECONCILIATION

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please take 5 minutes to respond to the Adult Faith
Formation poll. Help us to know what it is that you are
interested in! Visit the parish website to vote.
Your voice is VERY important to us!

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death,
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can
be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, or
404-378-4588.

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST: THE FOUR GOSPELS
REVEALED
Please join Dr. Jerry Pendrick this Lent as he leads us in an
exploration of the Gospel Passion narratives. How do they
differ? How are they the same? Why are there four
different versions in the Bible? Classes are Thursday March
16, 23, 30 from7-8:30 PM. Register on the parish website.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and
ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend to your
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES

The Concluding Rite of the Mass consistently reminds us
that the power of the liturgy is not meant to end at the
church door. As the General Instruction puts it, the
dismissal of the assembly “sends each member back to
doing good works, while praising and blessing the
Lord” (#57)
Those who gather to celebrate the Paschal mystery are
sent forth to live the dying and rising of Jesus. Those who
share the Body and Blood of the Lord are sent to give
their bodies and their lifeblood in the service of others, in
imitation of their master. Those who hear the word of
God together are sent forth to live that word all week.
Those who have assembled as the Body of Christ disperse again to bring Christ to every part of their lives.
Those who shared in the sacrificial meal are sent forth to
offer their entire lives as a spiritual sacrifice in union with
Christ. There is no real separation between liturgy and
the rest of our lives. We gather to celebrate together,
bringing with us the cares and concerns of our lives, the
joys and sorrows of the week past. We go forth after the
celebration, renewed by the grace of God and the support of our brothers and sisters to carry the good news
of Jesus Christ to the world. The liturgy pulls us in and
sends us back out revived with the life-giving love of the
Lord. Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God! Worshiping We ll…..Lawrence E. Mick

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon Feb 20

Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern

Tues Feb 21

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Feb 21

RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room

Wed Feb 22

Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library

Wed Feb 22

Empty Bowls Dinner 6:00 PM Mulhern Hall

Thurs Feb 23

Men’s Basketball 8:00 PM Gym

Thurs Feb 23

Confirmation Mass 7:00 PM Church

Fri Feb 24

S Factor Road Trip 10:30 AM

Fri Feb 24

Net Retreat 4:00 PM EDGE & Lifeteen

Sat Feb 25

1st Reconciliation 11:00 AM Church

Sat Feb 25

Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room

Sat Feb 25

Youth Babysitting 5:00 PM Mulhern Hall

Sun Feb 26

RCIA Dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room

Sun Feb 26

The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM

Sun Feb 26

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
 Confirmation Mass 7:00 PM on Thursday, Feb. 23rd with Bishop Zarama. All are welcome to attend.
 Lifeteen help is needed at STM’s Annual Empty Bowls Dinner on Wednesday, Feb. 22nd. Signup on the parish website.
 Matt Fradd will be at the Good Sheppard Catholic Church on Sunday, Feb. 26th. Sign up on the parish web site.
 Fundraising Babysitting for CHWC & Summer Camp—We’ll need 5 adults and 12 kids on Feb. 25 from 5:15 PM –
8:45 PM. Signup on parish website.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 Its almost time for the annual NET retreat! The retreat is for kids in grades 6-12 and is on Feb. 24th from 5-10 PM.
Register on the parish website.
 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of fun,
music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG! Registration is now available on the parish website.

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
PARISH GIVING
PARISH REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PARTNERSHIP
(continued from cover)

The family arrived less than three weeks ago and is now
beginning their new life in Clarkston. While Catholic Charities
will help the family with their most basic needs for their first
six months, parish volunteers are needed to serve as family
friends, helping them adjust to life in our community,
including accessing healthcare, registering the girls for
school, and learning English. The parish has also designated
funds to help the family with travel cost repayment and
emergency needs.
We hope to welcome our neighbors with all the warmth and
generosity our parish can muster. Please keep an eye out
for upcoming donation drives and volunteer opportunities.
If you are interested in volunteering directly with the family
and have not done so already, email Jen Dalmy
(jengossett@gmail.com) or Bryn Murphy
(brynelisemurphy@gmail.com) for updates on an
upcoming volunteer training.

Martoungou family: Benoit, Kaltouma, and their daughters
Merline (13), Moravie (11), Cedicia (9), and Odelie (5).

DEAM ACKNOWLEDGES STM GIFT

The Decatur-Area Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM)
acknowledged in a February 6 letter the $1,100 donation
The Martoungou family urgently needs clothing, especially
winter items, in the sizes below. Items will be collected in the STM recently made to support DEAM's ministry to the poor
of DeKalb County. Karen Johnson, the director of DEAM,
narthex after all Masses during the weekend of February 25 wrote: "Your contribution is making a difference with food,
- 26, or in the church office in the meantime.
utility, and prescription assistance for the needy citizens of
Clothing: Men’s S or M; Women’s M or L or 8-10 petite; and DeKalb County.... We appreciate all you all do to support
our ministry."
Girls’ 6-7, 7-8, 8-10, and 14 slim.
Shoes: Men’s 11; women’s 9.5 and 8.5; children’s 4, 2, and
11.

CLOTHING DRIVE FOR MARTOUNGOU FAMILY

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ATTENTION SENIORS WHO RIDE THE BUS

The bus will not be available on March 4th and 5th. You will
not be picked up for mass next weekend. Sorry for any
inconvenience.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

Join us for a last BIG community feast
before Lent.
Donations are accepted. No
reservations required. Profits go to fund
STM youth summer camp & mission
trips.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is underway. Parishioners
who made a gift to the Appeal last year should have
received a request to contribute this year in the mail. A
personal request to contribute to the Appeal will be made
at all the Masses this weekend. Visit the parish website to
watch a message from the Archbishop.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT STM

St. Thomas More is accessible to persons with disabilities.
We are also a breastfeeding-friendly church. Mothers are
welcome to nurse anywhere, anytime, including during
Mass.

Pancakes, bacon, sausages, fruit &
beverages all provided. Tuesday Feb. 28th 6:00—7:30 PM
in Mulhern Hall.

STM GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALES!

The St. Thomas More Girl Scout Troops are selling Girl
Scout Cookies after Vigil Mass on Feb 25 and Mar 4 and at
every March Fish Fry. Boxes are $4 & $6 each.
Each time you buy a box, you help girls develop 5 essential
skills - goal setting, decision making, money management,
people skills, and business ethics. Thank you for your
support!

SIGN UP FOR THE STM NEWSLETTER

Are you missing out on STM news and updates? Hard
copies of the weekly parish bulletin are always available in
the narthex, and electronic copies are available on the STM
website. But did you know that STM sends out a weekly
electronic newsletter every Tuesday with news updates
and special announcements? If you would like to receive
this newsletter, send your email address to Marie
at mdiebold@stmga.org. We will put you on the newsletter
mailing list.

Fr. Mark with Moina Shaiq's from the "Meet a Muslim" event
last week. Over 70 people attended to hear Moina Shaiq's
story.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
FATIMA STATUE TOUR AT ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR PARISH

Friday March 3, 2017 from Noon - 7:00 PM
Come and experience the presence of Our Lady of Fatima, here in our own Diocese! Bring to her all your sufferings, for
she promised, “My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge and the way that will lead you to God.” Many favors and graces,
including cures, and countless conversions are associated with the historic Image. Join us for an extraordinary day of
graces, healing and prayer with Our Lady. All are welcome! www.fatimatourforpeace.com

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS STARTING TO FADE?

Start again now with a renewed commitment to your spouse. What better way to celebrate the gift of
your unique love than to make time to focus on each other and your marriage? Consider making a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend to renew those feelings you had during your first few years
together. The next Weekends are scheduled for February 24-26 and April 21-23 at the Atlanta Marriott
Peachtree Corners. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling
678-242-WWME.

WOMEN LEADERSHIP IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Join us for a conversation, with Dr. Carolyn Woo, former dean of the Notre Dame Mendoza Business School and then
former president of Catholic Relief Services, USA. Thursday, Feb. 23, 2017 from 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM EST at the Rollins
School of Public Health Claudia Nance Rollins Bldg - Emory University -1518 Clifton Rd, Atlanta, GA 30322 - P-Level
Auditorium.

ANNUAL STM SCHOOL AUCTION AND
GALA – AN AMERICAN PARIS

The STM PTO invites you to join us at STM School’s
annual Gala & Auction on March 11, 2017 for a night
of dinner, dancing and fellowship. The theme for the
evening is An American in Paris and will be held in the
Notre Dame de Namur Center. The Auction & Gala
includes an online auction that will be open from
February 27th through March 7th, but you must
register at thestmgala.org in order to participate. Bid
on fantastic auction items including travel packages,
restaurant experiences, theater tickets and more. Win
a full set of braces for your child or a Walt Disney
World Park Hopper package with 4 tickets, all while
supporting STM School and enjoying a great evening.
Tickets and Registration can be found
at thestmgala.org.

Congratulations to the 7th grade girls basketball team.
They made it to the CMLA finals vs. St. Peter Chanel. Great
job ladies!
.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
SPECIAL RETREAT OFFERED WITH A $50 DISCOUNT!

Do you think we, as a nation, a church, and individuals are in
need in of healing?
If your answer is yes, and you wonder 'but what can I do?'
then we invite you to come to this retreat and be filled with
the wonder and awe of a God who is bigger than our failings,
our confusion, and loves us unconditionally.

POPE FRANCIS’ FEBRUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Welcome the needy.
That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor,
refugees, and marginalized, may find welcome and
comfort in our communities.

Fr. Peter Fink, SJ will lead this special 2-night silent retreat and
ask us to consider 2 questions:
1. Can Jesus be a force of healing in our world, our nation,
our Church, and ourselves?
2. What can you and I do as Christian people to move toward healing and away from all forms of utter destruction?
I believe that this message of hope and encouragement is so
critical to us at this time that this retreat is being offered at a
significant discount of $50 off the cost of the weekend.
As we contemplate the beginning of the holy season of Lent,
begin your journey towards Ash Wednesday with peace
reigning in your heart. Space is limited so please register as
soon as you can. Visit our website to register
http://ignatiushouse.org/weekend-retreats/ or call us during
regular business hours at 404.255.0503.

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

