February 25 2018—2nd Sunday of Lent

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

……………………………………………..
As disciples of Jesus,
we look for God
present in all things,
that we might LOVE
him and SERVE him
in all things.
……………………………………………..

Sunday, Mar. 4 after the 9:30 AM Mass (10:40 – 11:30 AM), Main Church
Don’t miss our presentation on how to keep up with your Lenten promise! All parents
and children are welcome. Presented by Mr. Rey DelValle, Religious Education
Coordinator. Contact Rey DelValle at: rdelvalle@stmga.org or Michele McHale-Pickard at:
mcp@stmga.org

WE NEED YOUR FEEDBACK
The facilities master planning process for STM is well underway and moving forward
swiftly. The process is being led by architects and planners from the Washington DC
firm of cox graae + spack and is being guided by an advisory committee of
parishioners.
An email went out this past week with a link to a survey. The survey can also be found
on the parish website (www.stmgaparish.org) and in the narthex. We are hoping for
full participation among our parish members.
Members of our Master Plan Committee will be in the narthex to answer questions.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY LENTEN SERVICE PROJECT
THIS SUNDAY AT STM
Work shifts: 10:45-11:30 AM and 1:15-2:15 PM
Set up: 9:00–10:00 AM*
Breakdown: 2:15-3:15 PM*
*Must be capable of lifting 50 lbs., 16 or older

Help us package 10,000 meals for our brothers and sisters in Burkina Faso!
Sign up under the STM location site at
http://helpinghands.crs.org/events/st-thomas-2018/
Contact: Jen Dalmy jen.gossett@gmail.com.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, Feb, 26
Tuesday Feb, 27
Wednesday Feb. 28
Thursday, Mar. 1
Friday, Mar. 2

David Wells †
Eileen Hynes †
Fr. D’Munter, S.J. †
Andrew French †
Lila Belle Larson †

Pray for those who have died:
Glenn E. Crandall, grandfather of parishioner Jill (Shugart)
Hughes
Charles Stover, brother of Abrenda Planas
Pray for those who are sick:
Kathy Carllile
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner.

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal
business hours.

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues. Feb 27

RCIA Group—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Wed. Feb 28

Introduction to Catholicism Book Study—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs. Mar 1

Cancer Sewing Group—9:00 AM—St. Julie Room
Lenten Evening of Reflection—7:00 PM—Chapel
Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field

Fri. Mar 2

Mass—5:30 PM
Stations of the Cross—6:00 PM
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall

Sun. March 4

STM Coffeehouse—L’Arche—10:30 AM—St. Julie Room
Living Lent Talk—10:30 AM—Church
The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library
Life Group Facilitator Training—1:00 PM—St. Julie Room

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
As a Christian and especially as a
pastor of a Catholic Church I must
speak out in the aftermath of yet
another shooting that resulted in
the death of many young people,
this time in Parkland, Florida.
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, president
of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, released a
statement the morning after the
shooting. Speaking for all the US bishops, Cardinal DiNardo
said, "We are deeply saddened by the shootings in Broward
County, Florida…. May the mercy of God comfort the
grieving families and sustain the wounded in their healing….
I encourage us to unite our prayers and sacrifices for the
healing and consolation of all those who have been
affected by violence in these last weeks and for a
conversion of heart…. (and) for unity in seeking to build
toward a society with fewer tragedies caused by senseless
gun violence."
Somehow, this doesn’t satisfy. Sadly, to say more risks
further dividing our already divided community. But the
Gospel demands that we speak out more forcefully and
demand public policies designed to reduce gun violence.
Even acknowledging that reasonable people of good will
may disagree over how to curb gun violence in our country,
isn’t there some common ground on which we can all stand
together? Can’t we agree that the Gospel of Jesus rejects a
culture which accepts - even encourages - violence as a way
of resolving grievances between individuals and nations;
which demands to be entertained by ever more grotesque
depictions of gun violence in our popular media; which is
quick to accept division as normative and incivility as
amusing; and which counsels dominance in both
interpersonal and international relationships. The bishops
are correct in saying that we need to pray for the
conversion of hearts, but surely there is more we can and
must do to foster that conversion, to show that we as a
community will not tolerate violence and death, and that we
as a nation choose life. Shouldn’t our religious and political
leaders be out in front on this issue, leading us boldly into
places where we may not feel ready to go?
When we pray for conversion without more, I imagine that
God hears us with ambivalence, sadly shaking his head and
responding that we have already been given the gift of his
Spirit, that the Spirit cannot force our conversion, and that
it is for us to freely choose to be converted. God might well
say that he has already given us what we need to effectively
confront Evil.
Some may argue that the neither the bishops nor I should
speak about this topic “from the pulpit” and that the Church
should “stay out of politics.” Indeed, I am aware that some
very good people have left STM because that have felt that
we have become “too political” in our prayers and our

preaching. This saddens me greatly, but surely the Gospel
calls us to speak out against all injustice in ways that are
consistent with Church teaching, and to demand that our
religious and civic leaders be courageous and imaginative
in addressing gun violence. Long before there were nation
states, Jesus insisted that we live lives of peace, never
returning evil for evil. Respect for all human life and
resisting any threat to life is at the heart of the Gospel, and
concern for our brothers and sisters includes demanding
that our political leaders take reasonable and sensible
steps to reduce the incidence of gun violence in our
community. It is unacceptable to say that we can do
nothing.
As we as a parish move through the Lenten season, let us
pray for forgiveness, but let us also repent our inclination to
violence. Let us find some specific, concrete change in our
behavior that will reduce violence in our families, in our
parish, in our community.
Fr. Mark
P.S. A few final notes. I urge parishioners to respond to
the survey we are using to better understand what we need
to do to assure that our parish buildings and grounds are
able to serve our ministries well. Check the parish website
(www.stmgaparish.org) for a copy of the survey. Hard copies of
the survey are also available in the narthex.
I again encourage parishioners to take advantage of the
many prayer and faith formation programs we are offering
this Lenten season.
And finally, I urge parishioners to read the Statement of
Parish Identity and Mission that the Parish Council recently
recommended and that I have adopted. You can find it on
the parish website or in the pamphlet racks in the narthex.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LITURGY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

LENT AT STM

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
March 4, 2018
March 11, 2018

STM St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Relief

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Your gift to the 2018 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
empowers it all – the ministerial, outreach, education,
formation and discipleship work of the Archdiocese of
Atlanta.
To make a gift, visit appe al.archatl.com

Saturday, Mar. 3
Anointing of the Sick after the 5:30 PM Vigil Mass
Tuesday, Mar. 13
7:00 PM
Taize Evening Prayer
Thursday, Mar. 22
7:00 PM
Lenten Reconciliation Service with Individual
Confessions
Saturday, Mar. 24
6:30 PM
Trials of Socrates and Jesus presented by
Joel Peddle (St. Julie Room)
All Wednesdays of Lent at Ignatius House
9AM – 3PM
Lenten Day of Reflection
All Thursdays of Lent
7:00 PM
Journey of the Heart: Lenten Evening of
Prayer and Reflection (chapel)
All Fridays of Lent
5:30 PM
Mass
6:00 PM
Stations of the Cross
Fridays, Feb. 23—Mar. 23
6:30 PM
K of C Fish Fry (Mulhern Hall)

PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY
LIVING LENT DAILY
This Lent, come to know Jesus as a
friend, and experience God’s
unbelievable love and generosity
toward us. Living Lent Daily is a daily
e-mail series designed to help you
grow in friendship with God. Each
day’s message includes a brief
reflection by William A. Barry, SJ, that
will help you enter into a personal and genuine Lenten prayer
practice. The messages also include suggestions for further
exploration of Lenten themes through additional online
articles and prayers.
Based on the book A Friendship Like No Other, this year’s Living
Lent Daily is inspired by Ignatian spirituality, a practical
spirituality for daily life with a 500-year-old tradition. Walk with
us—and more importantly, with Jesus—through a most
meaningful experience of Lent and Holy Week.

Visit www.loyolapre ss.com to sign up to receive the daily
messages through Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

Mar. 1—A2: Adoration in the AM, 7:30-7:55 AM, Chapel
Mar. 3—Middle school Catholic Fest. 10:00 AM - 6:30 PM at Notre Dame Academy.
Mar. 4—EDGE Meeting, 3:30-5:15 PM, Youth Room Youth Mass, 5:30 PM, Sanctuary Dinner, 6:30 PM-6:55, Mulhern Hall
(optional) Youth MUST be picked up by 6:55 PM in Mulhern hall (parent MUST come in!)
Mar. 16—NET retreat. 5:00 PM -10:00 PM. Sign up on parish website. www.stmgaparish.org

LIFETEEN:

Mar. 16—NET retreat. 5:00 PM -10:00 PM. Sign up on parish website. www.stmgaparish.org

SOCIAL JUSTICE
LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION
STM is collecting food and certain toiletries for the Missionaries of the
Poor in Kingston, Jamaica, during this Lenten season. The Brothers
joyfully house, feed, clothe and provide medical care for mentally and
physically ill children, women and men of Kingston. Can you help? This
year we are collecting:
Rice, dry pinto beans, tooth brushes, tooth paste and body lotion
Please place your gifts in the bins in the narthex by March 25. STM has
always been generous to the Brothers and those they serve. God Bless
You!

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Missionaries of Charity, a religious congregation founded by Saint Theresa of Calcutta, are seeking volunteers to assist the Sisters at the Gift
of Grace House, located in Virginia Highlands. If you have time to
spare Monday- Wednesday afternoons from 4-6 PM, reach out to jengossett@gmail.com for details.

STM AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, Mar. 11 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Mulhern Hall
Give Blood. Every 2 seconds someone in the US needs blood.
Please make your date to donate by visiting re dcrossblood.org,
sponsor code “sttmcc”
There is a critical need for blood.
1-800-RED CROSS | re dcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App.

SCHOOL NEWS
SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES NEEDED

Saturday, Mar. 24 from 8:30 AM until 11 AM.
Are you interested in science? STM is looking
for judges for our 2017-2018 Science &
Engineering Fair.Contact Scarlett Walker
scarlettmcintosh@bellsouth.net

STM ANNUAL AUCTION AND GALA

Saturday, Mar. 10 at 7:00 PM
Follow along on Facebook for updates on the
event and auction items @theSTMgala.

Brothers at the Missionaries of the Poor in
Kingston, Jamaica

PARISH LIFE
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER

We gathered for the annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper the day before
Ash Wednesday. This tradition was started over 20 years ago as part of the
outreach by the young mom’s group called St. Monica’s circle. That morphed
into a fundraiser for the youth group for their mission and summer camps. Our
youth groups and their parents depend heavily on the support of the parish to
help offset the costs of chaperones ($400+ each) and buses ($1300/ week…not
including gas) for their camps.
This year we served fresh fruit, over 300 slices of bacon, 400 sausages and too
many pancakes to count.
Our youth helped out the parents with little ones and any seniors who needed
an extra set of hands with food or drinks.
With the fantastic support of our parish, we broke an all-time record of slightly
over $1000! That goes a long way to meeting our overhead on these trips!
Thanks to all MORE youth & parent volunteers and all the generous pancake
eaters!

FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST USED CLOTHING SALE

Sunday, March 18th, 11:35-12:30 PM in Mulhern Hall
The STM PTO will host a used clothing sale for gently used First Holy Eucharist
clothing. Items must be submitted in clean condition, on hangers. Collection
Day: Friday, March 2, 2018 from 7:30-8:00 AM during morning carpool and
6:30-8:00 PM in the Mulhern Hall entryway during the Knights of Columbus
Fish Fry. Visit www.stmgaparish.org for more information.

Parent and youth volunteers served over 300
slices of bacon!

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR TODAY!

The annual Eucharistic Congress will take place June 1-2, 2018 at the Georgia
International Convention Center (GICC). Please consider volunteering to be a
Eucharistic Congress Coordinator for St. Thomas More. Please contact Fr. Mark
if you are interested: mhorak@stmga.org.

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS

If you ride the STM bus to Mass on Saturday evenings, on Saturday March 3
the bus WILL NOT BE PICKING YOU UP FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. The bus WILL
PICK YOU UP SUNDAY, March 4 FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS.

Youth volunteers refilled beverages.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRYS
Fridays during Lent from February 23 thru March 23
Menu: Fried Catfish, Baked Tilapia, Fish Sticks, Fish Tacos, Salad, Pasta, Green
Beans, Baked Potatoes, Fries/Tots, Tea, Lemonade, Other Beverages
Pricing: $10 adults (16–64 years), $8 seniors (65 and over), $5 children (6–15
years), Free little kids (5 and younger, two per paying adult), $30 Family max.
ST PATRICK’S DAY POTLUCK
Please join us for the annual St. Patrick’s Day Potluck on Saturday, March 17th
after the 5:30 PM Mass. Bring a covered dish and join in the dancing, singing
and of course eating!. More details to follow. To RSVP, contact the parish office.
SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses). Questions? Contact our
Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

COMMUNITY NEWS
FR. JEAN’S NEUROPSYCHOLOGY PROJECT

Father Jean Ikanga is a Catholic priest who lived at St Thomas More and helped our parish for Sunday masses in 2015
while he was studying at Emory. He is now an visiting assistant professor at Emory. In the context of his research, he is
seeking volunteers for a study. For more information, please visit the parish website www.stmgaparish.org

CATHOLIC ATTORNEY’S BREAKFAST

Wednesday, March 21st at 7:30 AM at J. Christopher’s in Midtown (upstairs). All are welcome for prayer, community
building, and breakfast. There is no cost other than paying for your own breakfast.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
BECOME A LIFE GROUP FACILITATOR!

Lead your own small Christian community and cultivate faith and friendship. Facilitation
experience not required! Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to learn more. Upcoming
training dates: March 4 at 1:15 PM and April 7 at 3:15 PM. Register for a training here:
is.gd/LifeGroupTraining2018

LENTEN EVENINGS OF PRAYER & REFLECTION AT STM
All Thursdays of Lent at St. Thomas More — 7:00 PM — Chapel
March 1 Faith and Trust
March 8 Hope and Desire
March 15 Community and Friendship
March 22 Reconciliation and Forgiveness (in the main church)

LENT AT IGNATIUS HOUSE

www.IgnatiusHouse.org | 404.255.0503
6700 Riverside Dr NW Atlanta, GA 30328
· Lenten Days of Reflection—All Wednesdays of Lent from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
o Feb. 28 Faith & Trust
o Mar. 7 Hope & Desire
o Mar. 14 Community & Friendship
o Mar. 21 Reconciliation & Forgiveness
· 2 and 3 night silent weekend retreats
o March 1-4 Accepting God’s Acceptance
o March 9-11 Young Adult Retreat - “Living with (the) Passion” directed by Sarah Otto
o March 23-25 Spanish Retreat: Retiro de Cuaresma
· Triduum/Holy Week Retreats
o March 25- April 1 8 day Holy Week Retreat
o March 29-April 1 Triduum Retreat

MINISTRIES OF COMPASSION COFFEEHOUSE SERIES

March 4, 10:45 AM, St. Julie Room
Tim Moore, the Executive Director and Community Leader of L’Arche Atlanta, will lead the L’Arche: An
Experiment with Beatitudes talk as part of our ministries of compassion coffeehouse series.

FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’

with Br Guy Consolmagno, Director of the Vatican Observatory
April 15, 7pm, Mulhern Hall
Our core beliefs not only determine how we expect the universe to work, they supply
the motivation for the science we do and determine why we choose to be scientists.
This has changed radically from the time of Galileo—when science was still being
invented—to now, when Pope Francis blends science and faith in his encyclical
Laudato Si’. Let us look at the beauty in nature and science and ask ourselves: What
is God revealing to us?

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

o First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after noon mass. Our
next brunch will be Sunday, March 4th.
o March 9th to 11th: Living with (the) Passion: A Lenten Young Adult
Retreat
o March 23 6:00 PM: Stations of the Cross (Ignatian style) led by YAM
o April 14: YAM Spiritual Hike
o April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass

