February 26, 2017 | 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
Join us for a last BIG community feast before Lent.

Donations are accepted. No reservations required. Profits
go to fund STM youth summer camp & mission trips.
Pancakes, bacon, sausages, fruit & beverages all provided.
Tuesday Feb. 28th 6:00—7:30 PM in Mulhern Hall.

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS SCHEDULE
9:00 AM—School Mass
12:15 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

SAVE THE DATE!
PARISH LENTEN MISSION—MARCH 27-29
Fr. Matthew Linn, SJ will be here for 3 nights for our parish
mission. He has focused on integrating physical, emotional,
and spiritual healing and is a member of the Association of
Christian Therapists with advanced graduate degrees in
sociology, anthropology, spirituality and theology. He has
given courses and retreats in over 60 countries. See the
full schedule on the parish web site.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHANGES

Effective March 1 (Ash Wednesday), adoration of the exposed Blessed
Sacrament (exposition) will be available in the STM chapel Monday through
Saturday from 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM. The church will be secured
immediately after the 5:30 PM Mass and not reopened until the following
morning. Access to the church and chapel will not be possible during these
nighttime hours.
We encourage parishioners to pray privately before the Sacrament whenever
possible.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, February 27, 2017
5:30 PM Rosemary O’Toole †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, February 28, 2017
5:30 PM Robin Quinn †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, March 1, 2017
9:00 AM Members of STM
12:15 PM Members of STM
5:30 PM Members of STM
7:00 PM Members of STM

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org

THURSDAY, March 2, 2017
5:30 PM George Montgomery †

Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org

FRIDAY, March 3, 2017
5:30 PM Lila Belle Larson †

Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org

Please pray for those who recently died:
Jeanne Ramsey
Frank Ybarra

Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.

In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Lent begins this next Wednesday,
March 1, Ash Wednesday. The
church will be crowded with
people entering this season of
repentance. We all know deep in
our hearts that we are not who
God has called us to be. We need
forgiveness and renewal, and we
know that Lent offers unique
opportunities for this sort of
transformation.
The readings the Church gives us for Ash Wednesday
remind us of the three traditional ways faithful people
through the centuries have expressed repentance:
prayer, almsgiving/service, and fasting/acts of penitence.
To help parishioners in their renewal, STM has developed
a full program of activities and parish events that touch
on each of these. Parishioners will receive a printed
schedule which lists most of these activities and events.
Let me draw your attention to some of them in hopes
that you will add some or all of these to your personal
schedules.

Regarding your Lenten prayer, Fr. Pat and I encourage
you to participate frequently in our parish Eucharistic
celebrations, certainly every Sunday during Lent, but also
as often during the week as you can. Anticipating a larger
than usual crowd for daily Mass, we will celebrate the
weekday 5:30 PM Mass in the main church.
Mindful that reconciliation also involves deep healing, we
will offer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick after
the Vigil Mass on Saturday, March 4.
We invite parishioners to pray the Stations of the Cross
on each Friday during Lent beginning at 6 PM. Different
groups within the parish will be leading the Stations each
week. Praying the Stations is a wonderful way to express
solidarity with Jesus in his Passion and death.
In addition to the usual times for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, we are having a communal Reconciliation
service on Tuesday, March 14, beginning at 7 PM. This
service will include the opportunity for individual
confession and absolution. Praying for reconciliation and
healing side by side with our brothers and sisters helps
us to recognize that sin is not just a private matter
between me and God.
On Tuesday, April 4, at 7 PM, we will pray evening prayer
together in the church. Again, this common prayer,
which is based on the Church’s Liturgy of the Hours, will
remind us that we are fundamentally in relationship with
one another, a true Body with Jesus as the head.

Regarding service and further faith formation, Louanne
Bachner will lead a small-group discussion of Pope

Francis’ document on care of our natural environment,
Laudato Si. This will take place in the Julie Room on three
successive Wednesday evenings, March 8, 15, and 22.
Louanne will help participants see that caring for our
natural environment is integral to our proclamation of
the Gospel. Following this study of Laudato Si,
parishioners will brainstorm how we might put Pope
Francis’ teachings into practice at STM.
Parishioners might consider participating in one or more
of our Scripture study programs, including our Renew
program (Tuesday afternoons), The Word (Sunday
morning), and a new program, “The Four Gospels
Revealed, led by Jerry Pendrick, Thursday evenings, March
16, 23, and 30.
On Sunday, March 26, after the morning Masses, we are
calling together individuals and families, including
children, to gather in the gym to pack bags of food that
will be shipped overseas to the poor and hungry. This
will be a chance to do service alongside other
parishioners in a common project.
We have scheduled a parish mission on three
consecutive evenings from March 27 (Monday) through
March 29 (Wednesday) beginning at 7 PM. Fr. Matthew
Linn, S.J., a popular speaker and parish mission leader,
will guide us through this collective parish renewal.
In addition to these parish-sponsored Lenten practices,
we encourage parishioners to pray, to do service, and to
do acts of penitence individually or as families. To assist
you in this, we are making available to you copies of the
Irish Jesuits’ book, Sacred Space for Lent-2017. This little
book, perfect for your nightstand, contains daily Scripture
readings and reflections for each day of Lent. These
books are available in the narthex of the Church.
Parishioners may wish to participate in one or more
on-line retreats. Several are offered through the Loyola
Press website. Check out the options at:
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/lent.
Parishioners may want to subscribe to “Rise Up: A Lenten
Call to Solidarity,” a collection of reflections on
contemporary social justice issues in light of the daily
Scripture readings during Lent. Go to:
http://igsol.net/lent-2017.
And lest one go through Lent with a long face, plan to
enjoy the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and the
Knights of Columbus Friday Fish Fries!
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NEWS

On March 6, the participants in our RCIA program will
reach a new milestone in their journey of faith.
At the 9:30 AM Mass the St. Thomas More community will
participate in a “Rite of Sending” where we pray for our
Candidates and Catechumens, invite them to sign the
“Book of the Elect” whereby they publicly give witness to
their desire to follow Christ, and then send them to
another rite which will take place that afternoon with
Archbishop Gregory.
That rite, “The Rite of Election and the Call to Continuing
Conversion” is a time when the Archbishop formally
receives all the Candidates and Catechumens throughout
the Archdiocese, and celebrates God’s call to them.
We hope that the entire St. Thomas More Community will
join in praying, with renewed energy and commitment, for
the men and women participating in our RCIA program.
After the Rite of Election, they will be known simply as “the
Elect” — those who are responding to God’s call in their
lives, a call to continuing conversion and preparation for
the Sacraments of Initiation.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—PREPARATION FOR LENT

Becky Eldredge Ignatian Prayer
St. Ignatius, throughout the Spiritual Exercises which is a
site for ignatian prayer, suggests that we prepare
ourselves before we enter into the specific exercise. He
suggests preparing the night before: “After retiring, just
before falling asleep, for the space of a Hail Mary, I will
think of the hour when I have to rise, and why I am rising,
and briefly sum up the exercise I have to go through”
(Puhl SE#73).
Preparation before prayer is important. It allows us to
physically carve out space in our day for prayer, and it
allows our minds to be mentally ready for prayer.
As Lent approaches, the same idea of preparation that
St. Ignatius suggests can be helpful in our preparation for
Lent.
+ Have we physically set aside a prayer space for our
Lenten journey?
+ What time of day will we pray during Lent?
+ What are the “exercises” or prayer methods we will be
using during Lent?
(Liturgy notes are continued on page 7)

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Sun Feb 26

RCIA Dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room

Sun Feb 26

The Word Bible Study 10:30 AM

Sun Feb 26

Youth Group Meetings 6:30 PM

Mon Feb 27

Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern

Tues Feb 28

S Factor Party 11:00 AM St. Julie Room

Tues Feb 28

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues Feb 28

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 6:00 PM

Tue Feb 28

RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room

Wed Mar 1

Ash Wednesday Mass 9, 12:15, 5:30, 7

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
 Tuesday, Feb. 28th—Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. This is an all-hands on deck fundraiser for our mission trip
and is mandatory participation for all summer camp and mission trippers. Sign up on the parish website.
 March 5th—Lifeteen meeting and dinner after the 5:30 PM Mass.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 Adoration in the AM—March 2nd at 7:30 AM.
 Catholic Fest is Saturday Mar. 4th—come join 800+ middle school youth from around the Diocese for a great day of fun,
music, inspiration, Jesus and the ABG! Registration is now available on the parish website.
 March 5th—EDGE meeting and dinner after the 5:30 PM Mass.
 March 7th—next XLT at All Saints Catholic Church. Signup on the parish website.

PARISH
FINANCES
PARISH
GIVING

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

STM 6-MONTH FINANCIAL REPORT

FOOD DRIVE ON MARCH 11-12 WILL BENEFIT DEAM

As of the end of December 2016:

MISSIONARIES OF THE POOR ACKNOWLEDGE
STM GIFT

At the halfway point in this current fiscal year, the financial
health of STM remains sound thanks to the remarkable generosity of STM parishioners and the careful
stewardship of parish funds by the STM Finance Council and
the parish staff.

* Total budgeted expenses for the parish during 2017
fiscal year are $1,865,921
* Offertory revenue continues to cover all operating
expenses
* Offertory revenue is 3% ahead of last year, consistent
with budget projections
* In-pew offertory is down marginally, but is offset by increased online giving.

Thank you STM for your generosity in supporting the food
drive for DEAM. We are able to replenish many of the items
we need. As a result, we are able to buy less from the Food
Bank and provide more financial help to our clients for
prescription drugs and utility bills.

In a 2/13/17 letter, Fr. Richard Ho Lung, MOP, thanked STM
parishioners for their large and very generous gift that will
enable the Missionaries to replace a badly damaged roof
over the residence and cafeteria at the Good Shepherd
Home in Uganda, Africa. The Good Shepherd Home houses
200 orphaned and disabled children, many of whom are
mentally or physically challenged. Fr. Ho Lung wrote: "Jesus
fed 5,000; so must I. He places his fingers on the eyes of
the blind; so must I.... Thank you and God bless you for your
continued support for our ministry in Uganda."

* Operating expenses are currently 10% below budget.
However, several major expenses will be incurred during the
second half of the fiscal year which should bring total actual
expenses closer to the budget.
STM School finances are maintained and reported
separate from the rest of the parish.

SECOND COLLECTION NOTICE

The second collection on March 4-5 will be to support the
Black and Indian Missions.
Ceiling damage in boys dorm at the Good Shepherd Home

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRYS

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO OUR PARISH!

STM SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY

Drew & Emily Kehnast &
Family
Dorothy Anne Indermark
Stan & Judy Maloney
Brian Clark
Paul & Carolyn Noble
Jae & Amy Kim & family
Michael & Susan Maio
Richard Haaland
Ziggy & Amanda
Kemprowski
Adrienne Muth
Cristina De Zulueta
Agnes Martin
Patrick & Chiara Ayelle
Nicole Girard
Onix & Alejandra Torres &
family

Fridays during Lent except March 31st and April 7th.
Menu: Fried Catfish, Baked Tilapia, Fish Sticks, Salad, Pasta,
Green Beans, Baked Potatoes, Fries/Tots, Tea, Lemonade,
Other Beverages
Pricing: $10 adults (16–64 years), $8 seniors (65 and over),
$5 children (6–15 years), Free little kids (5 and younger, two
per paying adult), $30 Family Maximum. Live Music.
* The Knights will be serving corned beef and cabbage on
Friday March 17th
Come for a VERY relaxed game of Touch Rugby hosted by
STM Families on Sat March 18th at 3:00 PM at the STM
school field. Touch Rugby is a non-contact, easy to learn
social sport, much like Flag Football. All ages, stages and
levels of fitness are welcome. Bring the whole family, invite
your mates (as we say Downunder), and take turns playing
on the field or hanging out on the sidelines having a natter
(our word for 'chatting' Downunder). Playground and
restrooms next to field will be available. Light refreshments
will be provided. Rainout date is Sat 25th. See FB Event
page (https://tinyurl.com/zgg7jxb) for updates or
email jpandlucy@gmail.com for more info.

ST. PIUS X ANNOUNCES NATIONAL MERIT
SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS

Patrick A. Crawford (STM Class of 2013) was
one of six students who was named a finalist
in the National Merit Scholarship Competition
for 2017. St. Pius X has had at least three
National Merit Scholarship Finalists in 16 of
the previous 17 years and has had 86
National Merit Scholar Finalists since 2000.

David & Joni Roberts
Stacey O'Brien
Matt & Cynthia McIntyre &
family
Agnese Marino
Courtney Johnson
John Marshall
Ian & Elaine Zimmerman &
family
Kim & Melanie Schmidt
Chad & Bryn Peltier
Miquel & Michelle Miguelez
& family
Nick & Tatjana Kuwik &
family
Jeb & Kathy Cashin
Caitlin Alderson

ATTENTION: PUBLIX MARATHON

The Publix Marathon is scheduled for March 19th. For
information and road closings, please visit
http://www.atlantatrackclub.org/

ATTENTION SENIORS WHO RIDE THE BUS

The bus will not be available on March 4th and 5th. You will
not be picked up for mass next weekend. Sorry for any
inconvenience.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR

The Eucharistic Congress is scheduled for June 16th & 17th at the GA International Convention Center. Over the years,
we have found that our coordinators play a vital role in assisting their busy parish, mission and/or school with the
important tasks. If you would like to see the responsibilities go to http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators. If you have
any questions, please call 404-920-6800 or email communications@archatl.com.

TONI'S CAMP RETREAT

Toni's Camp Retreat consists of several activities geared to the spiritual, social, and recreational needs of individuals with
mild to moderate developmental delays. Any person who is mentally or physically impaired over the age of 14, who
possesses basic self-care skills, enjoys group activities, and does not have severe behavior problems is welcome.
Toni's Camp Retreat is very fun, and at times very loud. This camp is NOT appropriate for campers who would become
very agitated and/or aggressive in an over stimulating environment.
Teens ages 14 and up and adult volunteers are needed for the entire weekend. Adult volunteers must be Safe Environment approved.
Camp will be held May 5-7, 2017 at Camp Twin Lakes. Registration forms are available at:
https://archatl.com/events/tonis-camp-retreat/. Registration is limited. For more information, please contact Maggie Rousseau at
404-920-7682, or mrousse au@archatl.com.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY DISPENSATION

The Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence. Abstinence obligates one to abstain from all meats and meat products. It
applies to all Catholics who have reached the age of 14. This St. Patrick’s Day falls on Friday, March 17, 2017. This
particular feast is celebrated in significant ways in many parts of Georgia. A dispensation is hereby granted to all Catholics
in Georgia from the Discipline of Abstinence on March 17, 2017. (from Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory and Bishop Gregory
J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., of the Diocese of Savannah)

ANNUAL STM SCHOOL AUCTION AND
GALA – AN AMERICAN PARIS

The STM PTO invites you to join us at STM School’s
annual Gala & Auction on March 11, 2017 for a night
of dinner, dancing and fellowship. The theme for the
evening is An American in Paris and will be held in the
Notre Dame de Namur Center. The Auction & Gala
includes an online auction that will be open from
February 27th through March 7th, but you must
register at thestmgala.org in order to participate. Bid
on fantastic auction items including travel packages,
restaurant experiences, theater tickets and more. Win
a full set of braces for your child or a Walt Disney

World Park Hopper package with 4 tickets, all while
supporting STM School and enjoying a great evening.
Tickets and Registration can be found
at thestmgala.org.
.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
(Liturgy notes continued)
In our preparatory prayer during the Spiritual Exercises, we
pray for specific graces. What is the grace we desire to
deepen within us during Lent?
+To deepen our understanding of Jesus’ passion?
+ To walk with Jesus through his passion and resurrection?
+To work on overcoming a temptation that keeps us from
fully entering into life with Christ?
relationship with Jesus?
+To foster a new spiritual practice to ignite or inflame our
relationship with Jesus?

POPE FRANCIS’ FEBRUARY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Welcome the needy.
That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor,
refugees, and marginalized, may find welcome and
comfort in our communities.

In these last few days before Lent begins, I invite us to begin
our preparatory prayer. We can turn to Jesus and ask, “What
is the grace you desire to deepen within me over these next
40 days?”
To learn more about Lenten spiritual exercises visit
www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritualexercises/

RISE UP: A LENTEN CALL TO SOLIDARITY
Throughout the upcoming Lenten season, more than thirty
writers from throughout the national Jesuit network,
including Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. and Sr. Norma Pimentel will
explore response to injustice through a daily blog series
entitled “Rise Up: A Lenten Call to Solidarity.” Visit
ignatiansolidarity.net/lent-2017 to subscribe to the daily
newsletter.
The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

