
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         March 1, 2020—First Sunday of Lent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Sun., March 1 from 8:00 am 
to 1:00 pm in Mulhern Hall     

March 7, Saturday 
Anointing of the Sick 

after the 5:30 pm Vigil Mass 
 

March 25, Wednesday 
Lenten Reconciliation Service 

7:00 pm 
 

March 31, Tuesday 
Taizé Evening Prayer 

7:30 pm 
 

All Fridays during Lent  
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross,  
6:30 pm Fish Fry (Mulhern Hall)  

 
Lenten Service Opportunities 

See page 4 to see how you can add  
service to your Lenten practice this year. 

ANNUAL ST PATRICK’S  

DAY POTLUCK 

Sat., March 14th after  
the 5:30 pm Mass  

in Mulhern Hall  
 

See page 6 for  
more info. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., March 2          Maria, Anthony, Jamie 
Tues., March 3          Tony Wetzel † 
Wed., March 4          Natalie Smith  
Thurs., March 5          Andrew French †  
Fri., March 6          Lila Belle Larson † and Rick Mc Neece † 
 
Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Jack Wolf, Abrehe Degiel, Micah Williams, & Francesca Reiner 
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Bill McSweeney, Natalie Smith, Teilynn Ivey 

 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Josephine Rose Campbell, mother of Lisa Caspall 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

Mon., March 2  Women’s Winter Bible Study—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Mulhern Hall 
 

Tues., March 3  Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library 
 

Wed., March 4  Bridge Club Ministry—2:00 PM to 5:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Dinner, Rosary and Meeting—6:30 PM to 9:00 PM—Julie Room 
   Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Church 
   Centering Prayer Weekly Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
 

Thurs., March 5  Cancer Sewing Group—9:00 AM to 12:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
 

Fri., March 6  Knights of Columbus Fish Fry—6:00 PM to 8:00 PM—Mulhern Hall 
 

Sat., March 7  STM School Gala—7:00 PM to 11:00 PM—Gym  
 

Sun., March  8  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Lenten Solidarity Lunch—1:00 PM to 2:00 PM—Parish Library   

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

Andy Otto (Adult Faith Formation) and Stewart Voegtlin, (Youth 
Faith Formation) offer their reflections this week in place of Fr. 
Mark’s usual column. 

Our faith formation message, for children, teens, and adults 
is simple: God loves you and wants to be in relationship with 
you. Sacraments are real, tangible encounters with Jesus. 
And, this is Jesus’ Church and we share the responsibility of 
evangelizing each other. 

Evangelization is a loaded term. It’s often used to describe 
an activity that differs wildly in both style and substance. For 
clarity, let’s agree that we evangelize each other when we 
share our religious beliefs. This doesn’t mean that we 
preach or proselytize to each other.   

This means, for example, that we talk to each other about 
where we find God. This means that we talk to our spouse 
or child about our prayer life, our prayer practices, our way 
of making a seemingly banal activity—like exercising, or  
doing the dishes, or helping our kid with their homework—
prayerful. This means that we serve on a parish committee, 
or as a catechist, or volunteer to bring dinner for the youth 
on a meeting night because these are ways for us to share 
God’s love with each other.  

This means, too, that we share the responsibility. We work 
together. And we must do this, and do this effectively if we 
hope to listen, collectively, to how God speaks through all of 
us: child, teen, and adult. In many ways, our vision is to work 
collaboratively towards a “Whole Family Catechesis.”   

As One Family, a “Whole Family Catechesis” style program 
new this year, strives to realize this vision, while existing  
programs—Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (three-year-olds), 
Religious Education (PK-5th Grade), STM Youth (6th Grade-
12th Grade)—and their sacramental preparation and  
reception (Baptism; 1st Reconciliation & Eucharist;  
Confirmation) are modified in ways that benefit especially 
from each family operating as its own church: sharing and 
strengthening one another in faith, praying for (and with) 
each other, and collaborating in works of charity.  

We do well to reimagine catechesis not as facts we’re  
required to memorize, but rather as an understanding of 
doctrine and Scripture within the context of our lives of faith 
and our relationship with Jesus. When we fail to connect the 
two, catechesis is trivialized – it’s simply a box we check 
while preparing for Eucharist or Confirmation. Catechesis in 
the context of our lived faith doesn’t have a timeline. It isn’t a 
regimen of classes or mandatory meetings. It’s not  
something we endure in order to receive a sacrament, and 
then suddenly vanishes, consumed by the rhythm of school 
or work. We’re tasked with developing lifelong disciples, not 
intermittent (and occasionally reluctant) students.  

The parental role here is significant. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church thinks so, too. Its sections on, “The duties of 
parents,” are quite prescient (CCC 2221-2231). The  
Catechism primarily tasks parents with sharing the Gospel 
with their children, and communicating the faith to, and 
with, them. This is more experiential than catechetical:  
parents and their children co-create a home where, 
“tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and service are 
the rule” (CCC 2223). These activities are woven into every 
interaction, and are by their very nature evangelical.  

You may be thinking, “When do I receive formation? This 
seems primarily concerned with little children, with teens.” 
Our response may surprise you: You are evangelized within 
the rhythms of these [youth] programs, either as an active 
participant (catechist, youth “core” member, or As One  
Family attendee) or as an engaged parent in the faith life of 
your child. Catechesis without evangelization is empty; we 
cannot expect our instruction to be meaningful if we refuse 
to share our experiences – both good and bad!  

How does this work? Much like one’s faith, this is  
relationship dependent. Andy and I are just two people, with 
limited resources. We’ve reimagined existing programs, and 
developed and fielded two new programs (Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd and As One Family) in the past 18 months. We 
believe these changes will radically transform the face of 
faith formation, if not the parish culture, at St. Thomas More.  

For these changes to stick, for these programs to grow, we 
invite you to walk alongside us. We’ve dedicated much of 
our work to integrating the Church’s sacramental life into 
the often messy shape of everyday life. We ask you to give 
this a shot, and Lent presents the perfect opportunity for 
you to reflect on this. How do you want to grow your faith? 
How would this look in the context of one of the  
aforementioned programs? And how would this transform 
the family dynamic? Yes, Jesus demands that we bring  
children to him. He demands that we, too, become as  
children; for only then do we enter the Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE (CONTINUED) 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD PANTRY  
Did you know that many of the struggling families that we help in 
our local community are given the opportunity to shop for their 
family at the St Vincent de Paul food pantry in Chamblee. Kroger 
and Publix stores generously provide many food items to the 
store; but donations from parishioners help balance the needs 
of these families. 
 

The STM chapter of St. Vincent de Paul will be collecting for the 
food pantry at each weekend Mass in March.  Please consider 
helping by bringing donations of household items such as:  
Toothpaste, toilet paper, paper towels, Diapers (baby and adult), 
cooking oil, sugar, Canned goods (Meat, vegetables) and any  
nonperishables that you usually buy. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL THANKS STM  
John Berry, CEO at St. Vincent de Paul Georgia, has sent a letter 
to STM thanking parishioners for our recent gift of $15,000 to 
the campaign to fund the expansion of the Chamblee-Tucker 
Road facility.  John wrote:  “Whether it is through our educational  
programming, food pantries, or rent and utility assistance, StVdP 
helps an average of 396 people each day. The people we serve 
are our neighbors, co-workers, and friends who often struggle in 
silence to keep a roof over their heads and food on the  
table.  With your help, StVdP continues to have a profound  
impact on the lives of many. 
 

ST. EMMANUEL’S ORPHANAGE SCHOOL THANKS STM  
Fr. Alex Kimpi, the Education Secretary for the Diocese of Kasana
-Luwero, Uganda, again thanks STM parishioners for last year’s 
gift that funded a new well at the St. Emmanuel’s Orphanage 
School. Fr. Alex wrote:  “This morning I visited the St. Emmanuel 
School. The children are doing well.  I was able to drink some 
water from the well you funded.  Fr. Kisitu, the principal of the 
school, and the children told me to send you greetings.  What 
you did to them they won’t forget it years and years.”  
 

SERVE HAITI 
STM has been an important sponsor of ServeHAITI and its work 
in Grand Bois, Haiti for the past several years. Besides operating 
a medical clinic in a very remote portion of Haiti, ServeHAITI has 
also been very active in providing the people of Grand Bois with 
access to clean drinking water and providing medika mamba (a 
peanut butter based supplement) to malnourished children.  In 
order to continue its support, STM has agreed to direct the 
funds from the second collection at all Ash Wednesday Masses 
to ServeHAITI. The members of ServeHAITI would like to thank 
the parishioners of St. ThomasMore for its continued support of 
the people of Grand Bois.  
 

MIDTOWN ASSISTANCE CENTER THANKS STM  
Ms. Gracie Palmer, a volunteer with the Midtown Assistance  
Center, one of the organizations that received gifts through our 
Christmas Giving Tree program, recently wrote to thank STM 
parishioners for the gifts they gave to Assistance Center this 
past December.  Gracie wrote: “On behalf of the Midtown  
Assistance Center, I thank you for your generous participation in 
our Christmas program in 2019. On Christmas morning, over 
200 children woke up to presents under their tree. This was one 
of our largest Christmas programs ever, and we absolutely could 
not have done this without you….   Many of our clients  
expressed their gratitude towards you as donors. One child told 
me, ‘Thank you so much for the gifts. It brought joy to my face 
when I opened them on Christmas. It was a big help to my mom 
that I could have something on Christmas.’”  
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

LENTEN SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

Add some service to your Lenten practice this year! STM 
has signed up for 3 overnight opportunities (including 
Ash Wednesday!) at the Central Night Shelter, as well as 
the preparation of breakfast and lunch bags for guests 
at the shelter. Sign up here: bit.ly/STMLent2020 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://bit.ly/STMLent2020


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

4-WEEK RETREAT IN EVERYDAY LIFE  
March 1-29, 2020, Cost: $200   
This 4-week retreat draws from the themes of the Spiritual Exercises and uses material from The First Spiritual Exercises 
by Michael Hansen, SJ. Retreatants will meet each week with their spiritual director who will offer material for the week’s 
prayer, to be prayed at home. This retreat is an opportunity to experience a more extended Ignatian-style retreat. You 
must be able to commit to at least 30 minutes of daily prayer at home.  
 
 

PARENTING IS HARD: CONSCIOUS PARENTING WITH LOVE  
Sun., March 1 - 10:30 AM-12:00 PM, St. Julie Room 
Presented by Montessori expert, Val Alino.  
Learn how to break free from patterns and legacies that you  
inherited form your parents and ancestors. Come discover your own 
truth and learn how to allow your child to be his/her true self. Stop 
living out of prescriptive checklists. No more punishments and  
rewards. Find out ways to connect with your children instead of  
controlling. Register at bit.ly/stmadult20  
 
 
 
THE WISDOM OF THE CHILD: PARENTS’ MORNING OUT 
March 20—Directed by Andy Otto 
Take a break from routine with other parents on the lessons children offer about love, self-acceptance, generosity, and 
God. Complimentary childcare.  
 

We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire. Learn more and register at IgnatiusHouse.org 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

 

INTOWN MISSION, JUNE 22-26  
Youth will work with the younger kiddos at VBS in the morning, enjoy lunch together, and then head to a different  
service project each afternoon. Some of the sites we’ve confirmed are the Gateway Center,  DEAM, and Fresh Harvest 
in Clarkston. Our week will culminate with a cookout and pool party at the Whitcomb’s. This camp is for youth, rising 9th 
through 12th grade. We will cap this at 25. Register on the parish website.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
March 1, 2020—Black & Indian Missions  
March 8, 2020—Easter Flowers  
 
 

ANNUAL ARCHBISHOP APPEAL 
The theme of the 2020 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is “You 
are the Light of the World." Donate at donate.archatl.com, or 
through STM online giving www.stmgaparish.org/giving/.  

PARISH FINANCES 

https://www.gatewayctr.org/
https://www.deamdecatur.org/
https://freshharvestga.com/our-mission
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-stmyouth6


PARISH LIFE 
LENTEN SOLIDARITY LUNCH: MARCH 8, 1-2PM 
Join staff from the organization A Beacon of Hope, which  
supports women and families in crisis pregnancies, for a  
simple lunch and a talk on “Living Lent: The Power of  
Compassion Care.” This event will be in the parish library  
immediately following the noon Mass.  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY  
Fridays during Lent at 6:30 PM in Mulhern Hall Adults (16-
64) - $10, Seniors (65+) - $8, Children (6-16) - $5, Little Kids 
(< 6) - More info: facebook.com/STMFishFry  
 

ATTENTION EMS 
We are updating our Eucharistic Ministers file. If you are a 
Eucharistic Minister, please give us your name, phone  
contact and email.  You can sign the red binder on the table 
outside the chapel; email ccollins@stmga.org or call the 
office at 404-378-4588. Thank you! 
 

NEW MINISTRY AT STM!  
“Serviam” (Latin: I will serve”) offers an opportunity for us to 
serve one another. The ministry begins with meals and  
prayers for fellow parishioners in a time of need. Contact 
Erin Brewster Erin.E.Brewster@gmail.com to sign up. 
 

THE S FACTOR  
The parish is invited to help in supplying $10 MARTA cards 
for the S Factor’s Lenten service project.  Drop off in the  
parish office until March 18th.  
 

BLOOD DRIVE AT STM 
Sun., March 1 from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM in Mulhern Hall. 
Schedule your appointment at www.redcrossblood.org and 
use the sponsor code: sttmcc; or sign up at the church. 

ANNUAL ST PATRICK’S DAY POTLUCK   
Sat., March 14th after the 5:30 PM Mass, Mulhern Hall    
Bring a covered dish that serves 10-12. If your 
last name begins with:   
 
A-E—Desserts   
F-N—Salads  
O-Z—Potato dishes & vegetables  
 

WELCOME TO THE STM FAMILY!  
 
 
 
Congratulations to  
Mateo Emiliano  
Bedregal-Schwenkler  
who was baptized on 
February 9, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net.  

SCHOOL NEWS 
CHILDREN’S AUTHOR VISIT - CHRISTINE PLATT 

Our very first speaker for the No Place for Hate initiative at 
St. Thomas More Catholic School inspired the students and 
faculty with her lessons on kindness and respect. Ms.  
Christine Platt, a children’s book author and literacy activist, 
visited us all the way from Washington, D.C. We are pleased 
with the thoughtful discussion the NPFH initiative is  
inspiring.  Please find additional information about Ms. Platt 
here: http://christineaplatt.com/about/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

IT’LL BE A “ROARING” GOOD TIME! 

We invite you to join us on Saturday, March 7th for STM 
School’s Annual Auction and Gala. The night’s theme is 
“Roaring Twenties” and includes dinner, drinks, music,  
dancing, a live and silent auction, and more! For more info 
and to purchase tickets, please visit thestmgala.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

For more School News, please visit  
https://www.stmga.org/our-school/our-school-feed/  

http://facebook.com/STMFishFry
mailto:Erin.E.Brewster@gmail.com
http://christineaplatt.com/about/
https://stmga.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/StThomasMoreRoaringTwentiesAuctionandGala/tabid/1104845/Default.aspx


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

WHAT'S NEXT? LECTURE SERIES - #CHURCHTOO 
Tues, March 3, 2020, 7:30 – 9PM, Candler School of Theology, Room 252, 1531 Dickey Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322  
This is the fourth installment of the What's Next Series exploring the role of laity in the Catholic Church.  
In recent years the #metoo and #churchtoo movements have emerged online to highlight the ubiquity of sexual abuse 
and harassment in secular and sacred institutions. The importance of these movements in making visible the price of  
patriarchal and misogynistic social structures cannot be underestimated, and they have laid bare the ways in which  
women are silenced, policed, and abused in everyday life. The movements' outcomes have not been merely negative,  
however. In them, Catholics who continue to weather the sexual abuse crisis in their own church, can find paths toward 
renewed solidarity and allyship, instersectional activism and reflection, and a church that strives to be a sacrament of 
God's reign.   

OKLAHOMA AT ST. PIUS 
All of you cowboys and cowgirls join the Pius Players for an Oklahoma hoedown! March 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th in the Msgr. Terry 
Young Center of Performing Arts at St. Pius X Catholic High School. The cost is only $10.00!  Come on down to the farm for 
one of Rodgers and Hammerstein's greatest shows, Oklahoma! We'll see you there!!! All Performances will be held in the 
Monsignor Terry W. Young Center for the Performing Arts St.  Pius X Catholic High School.  For information visit our  
website http://www.spx.org/spas email spas@spx.org.  
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN  
Sat, March 7; 9:30 AM-noon; Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta  
Ashley Schultz, of Holy Trinity Church, Peachtree City, who entered the Catholic Church in 2016, will be the guest speaker 
at the Magnificat meal. All women are invited. Cost is $20 per person. Reservations are made in advance. Check-in is at the 
door. Send name, address and contact information by Feb. 29 with check payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation to Debbie 
DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. To receive an online invitation, email joyfulvisitation@gmail.com. Contact: 
Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.  
 

CHORAL PRESENTATION TO BENEFIT DEAM 
Saturday, March 14 at 4:00 PM at Avondale Pattillo United Methodist Church, 3260 Covington Highway 
The Decatur Civic Chorus, in conjunction with other local choral groups, is sponsoring a concert to benefit DEAM and the 
people of the community they serve. Admission is free. Attendees are, however, encouraged to make a cash donation to 
DEAM. Alternatively, donations of canned food, packaged cereal and pasta, paper goods, and basic toiletry essentials to 
benefit DEAM will be collected. Scheduled performers: Avondale Pattillo UMC Choir, Columbia Presbyterian Church ’s Silver 
Trail Band, Decatur Civic Chorus. Plus, returning special guest emcee, John Lemley. DEAM provides emergency help for 
local residents to prevent homelessness and hunger. Support for DEAM comes from 22 local churches and from individu-
als like you. www.deamdecatur.org. 
 

DECATUR DINNERS 
Last August, STM hosted two tables for Decatur Dinners, an evening of conversation around race and equity. Decatur  
Dinners Returns will be Sunday, March 29. The evening begins with a performance at Agnes Scott College followed by  
dinners in various homes around the city. We encourage parishioners to take part in this community event and bring an 
STM presence to the conversations! To sign up or find out more, visit decaturdinners.com.  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sun., Mar. 8—Brunch—Join members of YAM for brunch after the 9:30 PM Mass at The Marlay.  
 
Fri., Mar. 13 to Sun., Mar. 15—Lenten Silent Retreat—Ignatius House 
Led by Sarah and Andy Otto. Discounted cost of $200 (includes room with 
private bath and meals). Young adults at STM who need financial  
assistance can request an additional $75 off (limited aid available for any 
Ignatius House retreat) by emailing Andy at aotto@stmga.org. For more 
info, visit www.ignatiushouse.org. 
 
Fri., March 27 at 6 PM—YAM Stations of the Cross—Join us as we read and 
pray the Stations of the Cross for the STM community. If you can join and read a station or two please contact Andy at 
aotto@stmga.org.  
 
Sat., March 28 at 2 PM—YAM @ L'Arche Madness 2020—Support YAM as we fundraise for the Atlanta chapter of L'Arche 
this March! L'Arche is a worldwide movement in which people with and without disabilities live together in community. 
L'Arche's big annual fundraiser—L'Arche Madness—is Sat., Mar. 28 at 2 PM at the Marist School's Centennial Center 
(3790 Ashford Dunwoody Road). During the event, a L'Arche Core Member will shoot baskets on behalf the YAM team.  

http://maps.google.com/?q=1531+Dickey+Dr%2c+Atlanta%2c+GA+30322
http://www.spx.org/spas
mailto:spas@spx.org
mailto:joyfulvisitation@gmail.com
mailto:aotto@stmga.org?subject=Stations%20of%20the%20Cross

