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      PARISH LENTEN MISSION—MARCH 27-29 
Fr. Matthew Linn, S.J. will present a Lenten Mission at St. 
Thomas More at 7:00 PM March 27th through 29th in  
Mulhern Hall.  
 
On March 27th, Fr. Linn will explore gratitude and why it 
heals, how to grow, and how to use grateful memories to 
heal us from our ungrateful memories. 

For the second night, March 28th, Fr. Linn will discuss the 
healing process.  As our injuries begin to heal, we can  
experience an increased freedom to love not only God and 
others, but also ourselves. 

On March 29th, Fr. Linn will discuss how praying the daily Ignatian Examen 
helps us to discover how God is active in every moment in our lives and frees 
us to love more completely. Fr. Linn will also offer this session this same day 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Julie Room. 

For more information, contact 404-378-4588 ext. #119 or mcp@stmga.org. 
 
 

       LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION  
 
         “Go make a difference,  
                We can make a difference,   
           Go make a difference in the world” 

Can you imagine cooking and serving 400 breakfasts, lunches and dinners 7 
days a week?  That’s a lot of cooking and serving…and it is A LOT of food! 

STM is collecting food and diapers for the Missionaries of the Poor in  
Kingston, Jamaica, during this Lenten season.  The Brothers joyfully house, 
feed, clothe and provide medical care for mentally and physically ill children,  
women and men of Kingston.  Can you help?  This year we are collecting: 

 Dry pinto beans 

 Spaghetti 

 Diapers – Adult Medium, Children's 
 size 2 and up  

 
 
Please place your gifts in the bins in the narthex anytime from March 4 
through April 7.  STM has always been always been generous to the Brothers 
and those they serve.  God Bless You! 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org


 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during 
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the  
presider.  
 
MONDAY, March 6, 2017 
5:30 PM Andrew French † 
 
TUESDAY, March 7, 2017 
5:30 PM Paul Mariani † 
  
WEDNESDAY, March 8, 2017 
5:30 PM Jim Refi † 
                 
THURSDAY, March 9, 2017 
5:30 PM John Holland †    
  
FRIDAY, March 10, 2017 
5:30 PM John McClellan Pryor † 
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
John Clerici  
Richard Mooney 
 
Please pray for those recently baptized: 
Ford Brent  
Naya Brown  
Spencer Rosalyn Moore  
Adrienne & Drake Prather 
Cade Stelten  
 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In  
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 
 
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex 
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for 
Eucharist.  
 
 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior 
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to 
bulletin@stmga.org.  
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EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
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mdiebold@stmga.org 
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vds@stmga.org 
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PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
St. Thomas More parishioners are 
terrific singers at Mass.  Give them 
a hymn that they know and like 
and that has good pace and they 
will “raise the roof.” 
 
Catholics can do nothing more  
important than to celebrate  
Sunday Mass together, for without 
Eucharist, there is no Church.  The 
bishops at the Second Vatican 
Council taught in the Constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy (CSL) that the Mass is communal cele-
bration that “involves the whole Body of the Church.”  
CSL, #26.  Everything we do at Mass, from our common 
gestures, postures, and prayers to our sharing in the one 
Body of Christ is meant to bring about and express our 
essential unity.  The Mass is not a private devotion.   
Indeed, to celebrate Eucharist properly is to avoid all  
appearance of individualism or division.  General  
Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), #95. 
 
And because Eucharist is by nature a celebration of our 
essential communion with Jesus and with one another, 
the bishops have declared that music in the liturgy is  
normative.  Music, particularly congregational singing, the 
bishops said, is “a necessary and integral part of the  
liturgy.”  CSL, #112.  This is so because music, more than 
any other component of the Mass - with the exception of 
the communion ritual - creates and expresses  
community.  The bishops continued, “The quality and joy 
and enthusiasm which music adds to community worship 
cannot be gained in any other way.”  Music in Catholic 
Worship (Revised Edition), p.14. 
 
Most Catholic parishes have a number of individuals and 
groups who are responsible for different parts of the 
parish’s liturgical music ministry.  These typically include 
the Director of Music, who often doubles as the choir 
director; the organist and other liturgical musicians; the 
cantors, and the choirs.  Significantly, the Church’s  
documents on liturgy make it clear that the primary  
function of each of these is “to lead and support the  
singing of the entire assembly of the faithful” and thereby 
“promote the whole community’s full, conscious, and  
active participation” in the Mass.  Singing Our Worship,  
J. Michael McMahon, p.28.  In other words, the  
participation of the people in the pews is the Church’s 
first concern; everything else is meant to promote and 
support that participation. 
 
We are working to improve our liturgical music at STM.  
We have brought in new cantors and we have hired a 
part time Director of Music, Rhett Barnwell.  Rhett’s  
presence not only allows Joe Messina to give his full  
attention to other aspects of the parish liturgy; Rhett  
himself is free to give his full attention to developing the 
skills of our cantors, musicians, and choirs.   

 
STM has three working choirs right now: an adult choir 
which sings at least twice a month at the Sunday noon 
Mass; the Lifeteen choir that sings at the 5:30 PM Sunday 
Mass; and a new children’s choir, which will sing twice a 
month at the 9:30 AM Sunday Mass.  Each of these choirs 
rehearses once a week during the week. 
 
What we now need is more parishioners to come forward 
and give their service to the parish as cantors and  
members of the parish choirs.  Prospective choir  
members need not have opera-quality voices, though 
they should be able to carry a tune.  Ideally, they can read 
music, though Rhett can work with those who can’t.  Men 
and boys are especially welcome. 
 
If you are interested in serving as a cantor or choir  
member or liturgical musician, reach Rhett through Joe 
Messina at jmessina@stmga.org.  Or if you know  
someone whom you think would be a good choir  
member, invite them to speak to Rhett.  If you sign-up 
now, you will surely be an active part of our celebration of 
our Holy Week and Easter services in just a few weeks. 
 
The STM choirs will be better for your presence, and the 
better the choirs, the easier it will be to attract even more 
members. 
 
Fr. Mark  
 
P.S.  Lent has begun.  I strongly encourage parishioners 
to participate in one or more of our STM Lenten activities, 
including the three-part study of Pope Francis’ Laudato Si 
teaching on the how we are called to care for our natural 
environment (March 8, 15, and 22); our Lenten Scripture 
study of the different accounts of Jesus’ passion and 
death (March 16, 23, and 30); our Lenten parish mission 
(March 27-29); and our parish-wide Lenten service  
project to feed the hungry (March 26). 
 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST: THE FOUR GOSPELS 

REVEALED 

Please join Dr. Jerry Pendrick this Lent as he leads us in an 
exploration of the Gospel Passion narratives. How do they 
differ?  How are they the same?  Why are there four  
different versions in the Bible? Classes are Thursday March 
16, 23, 30 from7-8:30 PM. Register on the parish website. 
 
   

Mon March 6   Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern  

Tues March 7 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library  

Tues March 7  RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room  

Wed March 8 Laudato Si 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room 

Sun March 12 RCIA dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room 

Sun March 12 Louanne Bachner 10:00 AM 2nd grade talk  

Sun March 12 The Word 10:30 AM Parish Library 

Sun March 12 Youth Group Dinner and Meeting 6:30 PM  

Mon March 13   Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern  

Tues March 14 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library 

Tues March 14  RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room  

Tues March 14  Reconciliation Service 7:00 PM Church 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation   
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with  
funeral planning. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

LITURGY NOTES— 
LET’S GET ONE THING STRAIGHT. The desert is a  
metaphor!  It’s not an invitation to build a sand dune 
around your altar or replace your baptismal water with 
rocks to drive home the idea that Lent is a barren  
landscape. Lent is actually the complete opposite of dry. 
Lent is dripping-wet Spring. Lent is new life struggling to 
be born amid the thunderstorms and tempests. The First 
Sunday of Lent is when we promise to baptize those 
whom God has chosen as his own-the elect who will be 
initiated at the next Easter Vigil. This is why the  
Constitution on Sacred Liturgy reminds us of the twofold 
nature of Lent: “By recalling or preparing for baptism and 
by penance, this season disposes the faithful, as they 
more diligently listen to the word of God and devote 
themselves to prayer, to celebrate the paschal mystery… 
More use is to be made of the baptismal features proper 
to the Lenten liturgy” (no. 109).  
 
Therefore, let the gospel’s desert evoke not a desolate 
place but rather our coming before God and our reliance 
on his mercy. 
 
GIA Quarterly….. Diana Macalintal  

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS) 

YAM STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Join the Young Adult Ministry for Stations of the Cross on 
Friday, March 17th at 6:00 PM in the Church. Stay for the 
Fish Fry after stations in Mulhern Hall! Questions? Contact 
Melissa Cyril  melissarosecyril@gmail.com 
 
Facebook: @SaintThomasMoreYAM 
Instagram: stm_young_adult_ministry 
Contact stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com with any questions 
or suggestions about YAM.  

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

 March 5th – NO LIFETEEN  

 March 7th—next XLT for Lifeteen and EDGE at All Saints Catholic Church. Signup on the parish website. 

 March 12th – Dinner & Lifeteen  

 March 19th  - Dinner & Lifeteen  

 Friday, March 24th – Stations of the Cross hosted by Lifeteen & Edge at 6:00 PM in the church.  
 

EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

 March 12th—EDGE dinner and meeting. 

 Save the Date! Ignatius House EDGE retreat  Sunday, April  23rd from 2:00 - 7:00 PM.  

PARISH GIVING STM 6-MONTH FINANCIAL REPORT 
At the halfway point in this current fiscal year, the financial 
health of STM remains sound thanks to the remarkable gen-
erosity of STM parishioners and the careful  
stewardship of parish funds by the STM Finance Council and 
the parish staff. 
 
As of the end of December 2016: 
 
* Total budgeted expenses for the parish during 2017  
fiscal year are $1,865,921 
 
* Offertory revenue continues to cover all operating  
expenses 
 
*  Offertory revenue is 3% ahead of last year, consistent 
with budget projections 
 
* In-pew offertory is down marginally, but is offset by in-
creased online giving. 
 
* Operating expenses are currently 10% below budget.  
However, several major expenses will be incurred during the 
second half of the fiscal year which should bring total actual 
expenses closer to the budget. 

STM School finances are maintained and reported  
separately from the rest of the parish. 
 
 

 

 

 

LENTEN CALL TO ACTION- FIGHT GLOBAL  

HUNGER 
Join hands in service on Sunday, March 26th! STM parish will 
partner with Catholic Relief Services to package 10,000 
meals for the hungry.  Gather together between Mass times 
to assemble and package meals while enjoying fellowship 
with each other.  
We need 50 volunteers each shift to make this happen. 
Families welcome!  
Work shifts: 10:45-11:30 AM  and 1:15-2:15 PM   
Set up and break down shifts are also available. These need 
10 volunteers each capable of lifting 50 lbs.  
Set up: 9-10 AM and Break down: 2:15-3:15 PM  
Sign up under the STM location site at 
www.helpinghands.crs.org  
 

STM’S SEWING GROUP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The STM ministry of providing pads for the Perpetual Care  
Cancer Home has been active for many years.  The ladies 
usually gather on the first Thursday each month.  The nuns 
and residents of the home appreciate their dedication to 
suppling the pads.  

PARISH FINANCES COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017  



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
ST PATRICK'S DAY POTLUCK 
Saturday, March 18th 
Mulhern Hall 
A to F—Salads 
G to M—Warm potato dishes and vegetables 
N to Z—Dessert 
Please bring a dish that will serve 10 to 12 people. 
Entertainment includes dancing, guitar music and a sing 
along. 
Sign up in narthex beginning March 4th or you can call the 
parish office at 404-378-4588 or email ccollins@stmga.org  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRYS  
Fridays during Lent except March 31st and April 7th.  
Menu: Fried Catfish, Baked Tilapia, Fish Sticks, Salad, Pasta, 
Green Beans, Baked Potatoes, Fries/Tots, Tea, Lemonade, 
Other Beverages 
Pricing: $10 adults (16–64 years), $8 seniors (65 and over), 
$5 children (6–15 years), Free little kids (5 and younger, two 
per paying adult), $30 Family Maximum. Live Music. 
* The Knights will be serving corned beef and cabbage on 
Friday March 17th 
 

STM GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALES  
The St. Thomas More Girl Scout Troops will be selling Girl 
Scout Cookies after every March Fish Fry. Boxes are $4 & 
$6 each. Each time you buy a box, you help girls develop 5 
essential skills - goal setting, decision making, money  
management, people skills, and business ethics. Thank you 
for your support!  
 

ATTENTION: PUBLIX MARATHON 
The Publix Marathon is scheduled for March 19th. For  
information and road closings, please visit   
http://www.atlantatrackclub.org/ 
 

MARCH FOOD DRIVE 

The food drive on March 11-12 will benefit St. Vincent de 
Paul.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLY CONFIRMED 
On Thursday, Feb. 
23rd, 40 teens and 2 
adults were  
Confirmed by Bishop 
Luis Zarama.  Thank 
you to Joe Messina, 
Michele McHale-
Pickard,  the Lifeteen 
Leadership Council 
for helping to pre-
pare the candidates, 
the Lifeteen Band for 
music, and the 
Knights of Columbus for providing the Honor Guard and 
helping with the reception. It was a wonderful celebration! 
 

THE S FACTOR MARCH ACTIVITIES 
Mon, March 6  Mass and tour of VA hospital 
Fri , March 10 Mass @ 5:30 PM & Stations of the Cross 
Wed, March 15  Planning meeting for Spring Service Project 
Fri, March 17  St. Patrick's lunch at The Marlay 
Tue, March 21  Day at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit 
Fri , March 24  Movie Night "The Mission" 
Wed, March 29  Aurora Theater 
Fri , March 31  Concert at Carlos museum  
 

ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME  
On Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si') is the new 
appeal from Pope Francis addressed to "every person  
living on this planet" for an inclusive dialogue about how 
we are shaping the future of our planet. Pope Francis calls 
the Church and the world to acknowledge the urgency of 
our environmental challenges and to join him in embarking 
on a new path. This encyclical is written with both hope 
and resolve, looking to our common future with candor 
and humility. 
Please join us for a 3 part study March 8,15 & 22 of this 
most important encyclical, led by Louanne Bachner, PhD. 
Space is limited, so sign up today! tinyurl.com/hrknqy5  

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

ALVEDA KING TO SPEAK AT ST. JOHN NEUMANN 
St. John Neumann Catholic Church is honored to host a presentation by Dr. Alveda King (MLK's niece) on Tuesday, March 7, 
at 7:30 PM. Dr. King is a nationally recognized speaker on issues of respect for life and religious liberty. All are welcome to 
this free program! St. John Neumann is located at 801 Tom Smith Road, Lilburn. For more information, call 770.923.6633.  
 

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR 

The Eucharistic Congress is scheduled for June 16th & 17th at the GA International Convention Center.  Over the years, we 
have found that our coordinators play a vital role in assisting their busy parish, mission and/or school with the important 
tasks.  If you would like to see the responsibilities go to http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators. If you have any questions, 
please call 404-920-6800 or email communications@archatl.com.  
 

SAVE THE DATE  
The Decatur Civic Chorus, in conjunction with other local choral groups, is sponsoring a choral concert to benefit the  
American Red Cross and the clients they serve in Southeast Georgia that were devastated by tornadoes and storms in  
January 2017.  This concert will be held on Saturday, March 11, 2017 beginning at 4:00 PM at Avondale Pattillo United  
Methodist Church, located at 3260 Covington Highway Decatur, GA 30032. Although admission is free, you are encouraged 
to give generously to the Red Cross Disaster Relief because an astounding number of homes and businesses have been 
destroyed and many families reeling from this disaster have nowhere else to turn.  They rely on compassionate individuals 
like you for help and hope in supporting our disaster relief efforts. Your financial support enables the Red Cross to prepare 
communities before disasters strike and mobilize right away after impact, which provide lifesaving aid and relief for disasters 
big and small. 
 

 
 

mailto:communications@archatl.com


POPE FRANCIS’ MARCH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Support for Persecuted Christians 
That persecuted Christians may be supported by the 
prayers and material help of the whole Church.  

 
 

  
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

CAMP INVENTION COMING TO STM THIS 

SUMMER 
STM School is hosting Camp Invention on June 5-9, 
2017, from 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM. The camp is open to 
rising K-6th graders and will be held on the school 
campus. Camp Invention is an exciting, weeklong  
summer adventure with activities that explore  
connections between science, technology, engineering 
and innovation. A program of the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame, Camp Invention allows children in  
kindergarten through 6th grade to experience  
real-world problem solving, creative thinking,  
invention, and teamwork. Children work together to 
transform the terrain and ecosystem of a distant  
exoplanet. They take risks as budding business  
owners, blast rockets, air cannons, and rubber  
chickens, and wire a circuit to create their own Spy 
Gadget Alarm Box! STM teachers lead a week of hands
-on activities that fuel children’s confidence in their 
natural ability to dream and create. Early registration 
discounts are available. Visit campinvention.org or 
contact Kim Kissell in the school office for more  
information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our STM 8th grade boys who placed 
2nd in the Shamrock Basketball Tournament last weekend 
in Charlotte, NC. 

RISE UP: A LENTEN CALL TO SOLIDARITY 

Throughout the upcoming Lenten season, more than thirty 
writers from throughout the national Jesuit network,  
including Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. and Sr. Norma Pimentel will 
explore response to injustice through a daily blog series 
entitled “Rise Up: A Lenten Call to Solidarity.” Visit 
ignatiansolidarity.net/lent-2017 to subscribe to the daily  
newsletter. 
 

IGNATIUS HOUSE JESUIT RETREAT CENTER 

During the Holy Season of Lent, Ignatius House offers a 
variety of experiences to S-L-O-W D-O-W-N and Encounter 
God at this sacred place of peace and quiet.  Consider a 
Day of Reflection or a Weekend Retreat or an Enrichment 
Book Study. 
 
* Every Wednesday in Lent  9 AM-3 PM A Day of Reflection 
* Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:30 AM March 7- April 11 "Fully 
Awake & Truly Alive" 
* Silent Weekend Retreats 
   o  Women Only March 10-12 Journey into the Desert 
   o  March 17-19 Spring Awakening-New Life 
   o  Matthew Linn, SJ March 24-26 Living Life Fully in Light 
of Eternity 

   o  April 7-13 Individually Directed 
 
Website www.ignatiushouse.org Phone 404.255.0503 

6700 Riverside Dr NW Atlanta, Ga 30328  

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/lent-2017/

