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STM PARISHIONERS WEIGH IN ON PARISH PLANNING

A few weeks ago, parishioners at each Sunday Mass participated in a special
examen prayer designed to provide input to the parish planning process
currently underway. In the prayer, parishioners imagined how God sees STM
parish, specifically, what does God see that pleases him, and what does God
see that does not please him. What is STM's light, and what is our darkness?
Parishioners then recorded the results of their prayer on index cards and
dropped the cards in the collection baskets. We received more than 700
responses! This past week, members of the Parish Council reviewed each
response and found several patterns in the parishioners' responses. Two
basic responses dominated. Parishioners' first concern was building closer
relationships with others, not only with one another within our parish family,
but also closer relationships with persons outside our parish family,
especially refugees and immigrants and other needy persons. Second,
parishioners yearned for a life together characterized by inclusiveness,
acceptance of diversity, a broader and deeper commitment to mutual care
and support, sharing, and an easy and warm welcome to strangers.
Typical of the responses were these: "STM has a great sense of internal
community but needs improvement in reaching out to the poor and
desperate;" and "light comes in seeing all as our brothers and sisters, and
darkness comes through fear and separation from one another;" and "there
was an old man who went to the donut ministry by himself and we spoke to
him and sat with him;" and "imitating Christ's outreach to others is what fills
Jesus with joy."
We also received several drawings, apparently from children. Two of the best
were:

ATTENTION: PUBLIX MARATHON TRAFFIC

The Publix Marathon is scheduled for March 19th. This will affect those leaving from
the 8 AM mass and those trying to get to the 9:30 AM mass. For more
information and road closings, please visit http://www.atlantatrackclub.org/

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, March 13, 2017
5:30 PM St. Expedite †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, March 14, 2017
5:30 PM Michele Bischoff

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, March 15, 2017
5:30 PM William Keith †
THURSDAY, March 16, 2017
5:30 PM Angela Hsieh †
FRIDAY, March 17, 2017
5:30 PM Thomas Paterniti
Please pray for those who have died:
John Martin, husband of Martha Martin

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
The Parish Council has been
engaged in a long-range planning
process for several months. The
Council has been using the
Ignatian examen prayer as the
vehicle to consider fundamental
questions of parish identity and
mission, specifically how STM’s
relationship with the Archdiocese
and the Jesuits informs our sense
of identity and mission, how we
ought to relate to and care for one
another within our parish family, and how we ought to
relate to others outside of our parish family, especially
the poor.
Several weeks ago, the Council invited parishioners to
join them in this planning process by doing a similar
examen prayer at all the weekend Masses in place of the
homily. In that exame n, parishioners imagined how God
sees STM: what delights him and what gives him concern.
Parishioners then recorded the results of their e xamen
prayer on index cards and dropped these reflections into
the collection basket.
We received 739 responses from parishioners!
This past week, several members of the Parish Council
reviewed each of the 739 responses and noted patterns
and commonalities. The most common response was
that it is essential that STM turn outward from itself to
care for the poor and needy, not only in our local Atlanta
area, but also elsewhere in our nation and in the world.
The group mentioned most often as needing our
attention was refugees and immigrants.
The second most common response was that it is also
essential that we build a stronger, closer community
among our own parishioners. Respondents wanted to
encourage a more diverse parish community, to better
welcome the stranger and the alienated, to care better
for those in our parish community who are in need, to be
more inclusive of those on the edges of our community,
and to deepen the bonds of friendship and affection
among us. The group mentioned most often as needing
special attention was our young families.
The third most common response was the qualities
parishioners thought should characterize our life
together. Respondents used words like community,
kindness, family, gratitude, inclusiveness, and caring.
Parishioners indicated their belief that it is through our
prayer together, especially our celebration of Eucharist
together, that the Spirit of God makes us to be this way.
The vast majority of responses coalesced around these
three points.

The Council members and I concluded that the examen
instrument was very helpful. We were thrilled that
parishioners participated in the examen so willingly and
wholeheartedly. We were pleased that we received so
many responses. We were even more pleased that,
despite the large number of respondents, parishioners
achieved a clear consensus regarding what they wanted
of STM. STM parishioners “get it.” They know in their
hearts what a healthy Catholic parish looks like, and what
a parish faithful to the Gospel values most highly.
Parishioners understand what the Catholic Church
expects of Catholic parishes, and they want that for STM.
With this input, the Council will now prepare a draft
parish plan that expresses our shared sense of identity
and our common understanding of our parish mission.
When this draft is prepared, the Council will circulate it
among parishioners for further feedback. Once STM
reaches a reasonable consensus, we will adopt the plan
and move forward.
The Council wants the STM parish plan to be concise and
focused and to provide a broad vision of STM’s future. At
the same time, the Council wants the draft plan to be
capable of guiding more specific choices of particular
programs and ministries that can take us where we want
to be.
Once the Council has adopted a final parish plan, I will
charge parishioners and staff to evaluate our present
parish ministries in light of that plan to see what needs
adjustment and what new initiatives are in order.
Second, I will form a committee of parishioners and staff
to commission a study of our parish facilities that will
assess their condition and use, and that will recommend
improvements and expansions.
Fr. Mark
P.S. As we proceed through Lent, see if you and your
families can make time to participate in the parish
Reconciliation service (March 14); Jerry Pendrick’s
Thursday night Bible study (March 16, 23, and 30); the
March 26 parish-wide service project to feed the
hungry; and the STM parish mission (March 27-29).

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RECONCILIATION

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST: THE FOUR GOSPELS
REVEALED

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please join Dr. Jerry Pendrick this Lent as he leads us in an
exploration of the Gospel Passion narratives. How do they
differ? How are they the same? Why are there four
different versions in the Bible? Classes are Thursday March
16, 23, 30 from 7-8:30 PM. Register on the parish website.

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.
There will be no baptisms scheduled during Lent in
anticipation of the baptisms of our catechumens at the
Easter Vigil.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
YAM STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Join the Young Adult Ministry for Stations of the Cross on
Friday, March 17th at 6:00 PM in the Church. Stay for the
Fish Fry after stations in Mulhern Hall! Questions? Contact
Melissa Cyril melissarosecyril@gmail.com
Facebook: @SaintThomasMoreYAM
Instagram: stm_young_adult_ministry
Contact stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com with any questions
or suggestions about YAM.

LITURGY NOTES—

Greeks call it METAMORPHOSIS—A PROCESS OF
CONVERSION—yet disciples who dare to ascend this
mountain will not come down unscathed. Slowly, surely,
God transfigures us with Christ’s ineffable light, so bright
it burns like staring at the sun, till every person we see
bears the Savior’s silhouette.
Christ leads us up the mountain of our daily lives to
witness his glory once again, but despair and discord
cloud our vision. Too often we expect transformation to
happen at the altar alone, not in ourselves.
But once in a while, the Spirit breaks through, and we
glimpse what Merton saw on the corner of Fourth and
Walnut. If only we would realize that we are all walking
around shining like the sun, then would we see the gate
of heaven everywhere.
GIA Quarterly…..Diana Macalintal

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon March 13 Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern
Tues March 14 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library
Tues March 14 RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room
Tues March 14 Reconciliation Service 7:00 PM Church
Wed March 15 S Factor Meeting 2:00 PM St. Julie Room
Fri March 17

Fish Fry 6:30 PM Mulhern Hall

Sat March 18

Social Touch Rugby 3:00 PM Field

Sat March 18

St. Patrick’s Day Potluck 6:30 PM Mulhern

Sun March 19 RCIA dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room
Sun March 19 The Word 10:30 AM Parish Library

Sun March 19 Youth Group Dinner and Meeting 6:30 PM

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
 Lifeteen meets March 12th and 19th.
 Friday, March 24th – Stations of the Cross hosted by Lifeteen & EDGE at 6:00 PM in the church.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 EDGE meets March 12th and 19th.
 Save the Date! Ignatius House EDGE retreat Sunday, April 23rd from 2:00 - 7:00 PM.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

PARISH GIVING

LENTEN CALL TO ACTION- FIGHT GLOBAL HUNGER

Join hands in service on Sunday, March 26th! STM parish will
partner with Catholic Relief Services to package 10,000
meals for the hungry. Gather together between Mass times
to assemble and package meals while enjoying fellowship
with each other.
We need 50 volunteers each shift to make this happen.
Families welcome!
Work shifts: 10:45-11:30 AM and 1:15-2:15 PM
Set up and break down shifts are also available. These need
10 volunteers each capable of lifting 50 lbs.
Set up: 9-10 AM and Break down: 2:15-3:15 PM
Sign up under the STM location site at he lpinghands.crs.org

GIFT SUPPORT GIRLS EDUCATION IN SOUTH SUDAN

Because of the generosity of STM parishioners, we have
been able to make a substantial financial gift to support the
education of young boys and girls at the Jesuit-sponsored
Loyola Wau Secondary School in war-torn South Sudan.
Much of this gift will be used to create a safe environment
for the children who often travel several miles each day to
attend the school. Fr. Beatus Mauki, director of Loyola Wau,
expressed his thanks to STM in these words: "Thank you
very much for the support and care you give us. Your gift
allows us to provide a quality education to our students who
are most vulnerable and affected by the war. School
resumed today and I had time to talk to some of our
students one by one in my office. They recounted stories of
daily violence and insecurity at the hand of government
soldiers. Loyola Wau gives hope to our students and
creates the culture of peace among them. We are working
hard to improve girls' access to education here. Young girls
are a majority at Loyola Wau."

LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION

STM is collecting food and
diapers for the Missionaries
of the Poor in Kingston,
Jamaica, during this Lenten
season. The Brothers
joyfully house, feed, clothe
and provide medical care
for mentally and physically
ill children, women and men
of Kingston. Can you help?
This year we are collecting:
Dry pinto beans, spaghetti, and diapers – adult medium and
children's size 2 and up. Please place your gifts in the bins in
the narthex anytime through April 7. STM has always been
generous to the Brothers and those they serve. God Bless
You!

SECOND COLLECTION

March 18-19 is the St. Vincent DePaul special collection.
Bring your special envelope, a check made out to SVDP, or
you can make your contribution through your bank bill-pay
feature. Your generous support helps needy families right
here in Decatur through tough times.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

On Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si') is the new
appeal from Pope Francis addressed to "every person
living on this planet" for an inclusive dialogue about how
we are shaping the future of our planet. Please join us
March 15 & 22 and April 5 of this most important
encyclical, led by Louanne Bachner, PhD. Space is limited,
so sign up today! tinyurl.com/hrknqy5

ST PATRICK'S DAY POTLUCK

Saturday, March 18th in Mulhern Hall
A to F—Salads
G to M—Warm potato dishes and vegetables
N to Z—Dessert
Please bring a dish that will serve 10 to 12 people.
Entertainment includes dancing, guitar music and a sing
along. Sign up in narthex beginning March 4th or you can
call the parish office at 404-378-4588 or email
ccollins@stmga.org

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRYS

Fridays during Lent except March 31st and April 7th.
Menu: Fried Catfish, Baked Tilapia, Fish Sticks, Salad, Pasta,
Green Beans, Baked Potatoes, Fries/Tots, Tea, Lemonade,
Other Beverages
Pricing: $10 adults (16–64 years), $8 seniors (65 and over),
$5 children (6–15 years), Free little kids (5 and younger, two
per paying adult), $30 Family Maximum. Live Music.
* The Knights will be serving corned beef and cabbage on
Friday March 17th

ATTENTION 9TH GRADE PARENTS

The 2018 Confirmation Preparation Program will be
changing starting with next year's class. Instead of Sunday
afternoon Confirmation classes, the program will consist of
2 retreats and one service project. The retreat dates are
Sunday, Oct. 29th 1:00 PM-7:00 PM and Sunday, January
21, 2018 1:00 PM-7:00 PM, both at Ignatius House. Please
mark your calendars now! Since these are the only 2 dates
we will meet, attendance is mandatory at both retreats.
More information coming!

PARISH LENTEN MISSION—MARCH 27-29

Fr. Matthew Linn, S.J. will present a Lenten Mission at St.
Thomas More at 7:00 PM March 27th through 29th in
Mulhern Hall. For more information, contact 404-378-4588
ext. #119 or mcp@stmga.org. M

PART TIME COOK NEEDED

The Jesuit Community at STM is seeking a part time cook to
prepare the evening meal 4 nights a week (Sun/M/W/F).
Light shopping required. If interested, contact Fr. Mark
at: mhorak@stmga.org.

THE S FACTOR MARCH ACTIVITIES

Wed, March 15 Planning meeting for Spring Service Project
Fri, March 17 St. Patrick's lunch at The Marlay
Tue, March 21 Day at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit
Fri , March 24 Movie Night "The Mission"
Wed, March 29 Aurora Theater
Fri , March 31 Concert at Carlos museum

STM SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY

Come for a VERY relaxed game of Touch Rugby hosted by
STM Families on Sat March 18th at 3:00 PM at the STM
school field. Touch Rugby is a non-contact, easy to learn
social sport, much like Flag Football. All ages, stages and
levels of fitness are welcome. Light refreshments will be
provided. Rainout date is Sat 25th. See FB Event page
(https://tinyurl.com/zgg7jxb) for updates or email
jpandlucy@gmail.com for more info.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months
– preschool (including 3 yr olds no longer enrolled in
Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our
9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes
before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each
week. You can focus on mass while they have fun and play
in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family
Room. Volunteer opportunities always available.
Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR

The Eucharistic Congress is scheduled for June 16th & 17th at the GA International Convention Center. Over the years, we
have found that our coordinators play a vital role in assisting their busy parish, mission and/or school with the important
tasks. If you would like to see the responsibilities go to http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators. If you have any questions,
please call 404-920-6800 or email communications@archatl.com.

TRAVEL: A JOURNEY TO SPAIN, PLUS LOURDES.

Sunday, October 1–Wednesday, October 11. Trip includes visits to Loyola, San Sebastian, Montserrat, and Barcelona. Trip
leaders: Fr. George Witt, S.J., Provincial Assistant for Spiritual Ministries, Maryland & USA Northeast Provinces of the Society
of Jesus, and Mr. Joe Naylor, Provincial Assistant for Advancement and Communications, Maryland & USA Northeast
Provinces of the Society of Jesus. Prices start at $3,899 (if paid by check)/$4,098 (if paid by credit card). Accommodations,
sightseeing, and meals are included. To download a brochure, visit GoCatholicTravel.com/NaylorWitt. For more information,
contact Joe Naylor at jnaylor@jesuits.org or call 212-774-5529.

SPRING HILL COLLEGE IGNATIAN RETREAT

Sunday, March 19, 2017 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. Dinner and Mass Included $20 per
person. We invite alumni, parents, friends and their spouses to gather with us for a day of reflection that includes periods
of quiet for meditation, prayer, self-reflection and renewal. Please RSVP to the Office of Alumni Programs by March 15,
2017 877-SPR-HILL, alumni@shc.edu, or register on BadgerNet badgernet.shc.edu

CAMP INVENTION COMING TO STM THIS SUMMER

STM School is hosting Camp Invention on June 5-9, 2017, from 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM. The camp is open to rising
K-6th graders and will be held on the school campus. Camp Invention is an exciting, weeklong summer
adventure with activities that explore connections between science, technology, engineering and innovation. A
program of the National Inventors Hall of Fame, Camp Invention allows children in kindergarten through 6th
grade to experience real-world problem solving, creative thinking, invention, and teamwork. Children work
together to transform the terrain and ecosystem of a distant exoplanet. They take risks as budding business
owners, blast rockets, air cannons, and rubber chickens, and wire a circuit to create their own Spy Gadget
Alarm Box! STM teachers lead a week of hands-on activities that fuel children’s confidence in their natural ability
to dream and create. Early registration discounts are available. Visit campinvention.org or contact Kim Kissell in
the school office for more information.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
RISE UP: A LENTEN CALL TO SOLIDARITY

POPE FRANCIS’ MARCH PRAYER INTENTIONS

Throughout the upcoming Lenten season, more than thirty
writers from throughout the national Jesuit network,
including Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. and Sr. Norma Pimentel will
explore response to injustice through a daily blog series
entitled “Rise Up: A Lenten Call to Solidarity.” Visit
ignatiansolidarity.net/lent-2017 to subscribe to the daily
newsletter.

Support for Persecuted Christians
That persecuted Christians may be supported by the
prayers and material help of the whole Church.

IGNATIUS HOUSE JESUIT RETREAT CENTER
During the Holy Season of Lent, Ignatius House offers a
variety of experiences to S-L-O-W D-O-W-N and Encounter
God at this sacred place of peace and quiet. Consider a
Day of Reflection or a Weekend Retreat or an Enrichment
Book Study.
* Every Wednesday in Lent 9 AM-3 PM A Day of Reflection
* Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:30 AM through April 11 "Fully Awake
& Truly Alive"
* Silent Weekend Retreats
o March 17-19 Spring Awakening-New Life
o Matthew Linn, SJ March 24-26 Living Life Fully in Light
of Eternity
o April 7-13 Individually Directed
Website www.ignatiushouse.org Phone 404.255.0503
6700 Riverside Dr NW Atlanta, Ga 30328

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

