March 18, 2018—5th Sunday of Lent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

STM Lenten Reconciliation service: Reconciliation and Forgiveness
Thursday, March 22 at 7:00 PM, church
Common prayer with the opportunity for individual confession. Led by Fr.
Mark.
The Trials of Socrates and Jesus
Saturday, March 24 at 6:30 PM, church
Lecturer Joel Peddle explores the similarities and differences of how these
trials shaped the ancient world and re-center our lives today.
All Fridays of Lent
5:30 PM Mass, 6:00 PM Stations of the Cross, 6:30 PM Knights of Columbus
Fish Fry

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

HOLY
WEEK SCHEDULE
MASS SCHEDULE
HOLY
WEEK
Palm Sunday, March 25
5:30 PM Vigil Mass (Saturday)
8:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass
12:00 Noon Mass
5:30 PM Mass

Monday, March 26
5:30 PM Mass
Tuesday, March 27
4:30 PM Chrism Mass at the
Cathedral of Christ the King
Wednesday, March 28
5:30 PM Mass

Good Friday, March 30
3:00 PM Stations of the Cross
7:30 PM The Passion of our Lord
Holy Saturday, March 31
11:00 AM Blessing of Food (Chapel)
11:15 AM Easter Egg Hunt (Field)
7:30 PM Mass (Vigil Mass)
No Confessions on Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday, April 1
8:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass
9:45 AM Mass (gym)
11:30 AM
No 5:30 PM Mass

Holy Thursday, March 29
7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper

In observance of the Easter Triduum, Adoration will cease Wednesday, March 28th
after the 5:30 PM Mass and resume Monday, April 2nd at 9:00 AM.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, Mar. 19
Tuesday, Mar. 20
Wednesday, Mar. 21
Thursday, Mar. 22
Friday, Mar. 23

Johannes Darmawan †
David Wells †
Donald and Ronald Moon †
Thomas Mathews †
John Santana †
Theodosia Adebola Aina †

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner.

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal
business hours.

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues. Mar 20

RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:00 PM—Parish Library
Catechist/CORE Holy Hour—7:00 PM—Chapel
RCIA Group—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Thurs. Mar. 22

Lenten Reconciliation Service with Individual Confessions —7:00 PM—Church
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room

Fri. Mar. 23

Mass—5:30 PM
Stations of the Cross—6:00 PM
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall
S Factor Movie Night—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Sat. March 24

Merton Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room
Baptism—1:30 PM—Church
Youth Group Babysitting—5:30 PM—Mulhern Hall
Trials of Socrates and Jesus presented by Joel Peddle—6:30 PM—Church

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
In this morning’s (March 12) Ne w
York Times, there was a cover story
about the sexual harassment of
and occasional physical assault on
restaurant servers by customers.
Many times, these servers feel
pressured not to resist or even to
complain lest they lose the income
from tips that they need to attain a
minimal standard of living. Indeed,
the article indicated that
customers often use the threat of withholding a tip to
coerce the server into some level of cooperation.

pointed to four or five particular persons in the Assembly,
mentioning them by name, and spoke of their obvious
goodness in order to lift up and encourage all the members
of the Assembly whose lives are undoubtedly equally
Spirit-filled. After Mass, three persons – all women approached me to say that I had mentioned only one
woman. They suggested that I should be more careful to
give equal recognition to men and women.

I confess that my first reaction was something like, “Oh, for
crying out loud. I had no intention of disrespecting women
or in some way suggesting that they were not equally
blessed by the Spirit. Give me a break.” Indeed, my “calling
out” parishioners was spontaneous and not done
considering their gender. In other words, my first impulse
was to blame the other for the hurt that she had felt. But
This story was just one of many in recent weeks highlighting the more I reflected on these women’s complaints, the
the pervasive harassment and abuse of vulnerable persons more I realized that I, as a preacher, and certainly as a
in the workplace, gathering places for socializing, schools,
representative of an institution that has at best an
houses of worship, and even in our homes. As a matter of ambiguous history of relationships with women, need to
fact, the victims of this harassment and abuse are almost
exercise more care. If another perceives me as biased or
always women and girls; almost always the abuser is male. neglectful, even if I do not intend it, I must take greater care
with my words and actions.
Harassment of another on the basis of another’s gender is
hardly a new phenomenon, but the issue came to the fore By now, parishioners have surely noticed the wooden cross
of our attention with the accusations of harassment and
in the narthex that it is covered with purple butterflies. The
assault levied against Hollywood’s Harvey Weinstein. The
butterflies have been placed on the formerly bare wooden
publicity around the accusations of Mr. Weinstein by so
cross by persons who have either experienced sexual
many women emboldened others to come forward and
harassment or abuse themselves, or by persons who know
speak about being harassed and abused because of their
someone who has been sexually harassed or abused. This
gender in other situations.
cross is meant to be a powerful visual reminder that
gender-based sin is pervasive in our community, and that
Much of this gender-based harassment is conscious and
the abused person is one with the crucified Christ.
malicious and expressed in words and actions. Perhaps
more often, the harassment is thoughtless and
We intend to follow-up with an event after Easter that will
unintentional; it may even remain unexpressed, held within help us be further aware of the evil of gender-based
one’s own secret fantasies. Nevertheless, whether a slight harassment and abuse. Exactly what this event will look like
is intended or not, the object of the slight may still feel it.
is still being planned. At a minimum, I hope that the
And even if one is unaware of another’s unexpressed lust,
women of the parish will have a chance to be heard by us
that one has still been violated.
men in a safe place where Jesus also listens. But I also
hope that we as Church will learn what more we can do to
There can be no doubt that spoken insults and unwanted
confront this sin. The Church should be out in front and
touchings because of another’s gender for the purpose of
very public on this issue
hurting that one or for the purpose of self-gratification are
contrary to the fundamental Gospel tenet that every
Fr. Mark
individual is created in the image of God, and by virtue of
that image has an undeniable dignity. But the careless
word or action that is not intended to hurt the other is also
morally objectionable, even if less culpable. Even the
unexpressed fantasy or desire is a sign that one does not
hold another human person is sufficiently high regard.
What matters sometimes, is not the intention underneath
one’s word or action, but how the other experiences that
word or action.
An example is my homily this past Sunday at the noon
Mass. I was speaking of the Spirit who is active in each one
of us, and the evidence of this is the good works and words
that each one of us does routinely in our ordinary lives. I

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

LITURGY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

LENT AT STM

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

Thursday, Mar. 22
7:00 PM
Lenten Reconciliation Service with Individual
Confessions
Saturday, Mar. 24
6:30 PM
Trials of Socrates and Jesus presented by
Joel Peddle (St. Julie Room)
All Wednesdays of Lent at Ignatius House
9AM – 3PM
Lenten Day of Reflection
All Thursdays of Lent
7:00 PM
Journey of the Heart: Lenten Evening of
Prayer and Reflection (chapel)
All Fridays of Lent
5:30 PM
Mass
6:00 PM
Stations of the Cross
Fridays, Feb. 23—Mar. 23
6:30 PM
K of C Fish Fry (Mulhern Hall)

RCIA NEWS
CELEBRATING THE "SCRUTINIES"
At the noon Mass on the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent, we
are celebrating the "Scrutinies" — ancient Rites for adults who
are preparing for Baptism, Confirmation, and first Communion
at the Easter Vigil. This year at St. Thomas More, four adults are
preparing for these Sacraments of Initiation: Ben Moore, Al
Reynolds, Julie Stewart, and Christopher Wimbley-Brodnax.
Please pray for these four (and for our other, already baptized
RCIA candidates who are preparing to be Confirmed during the
Easter season) as they make their final preparations to become
a part of our parish community.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY

PARISH FINANCES

COME BACK TO THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR
HEART

SECOND COLLECTIONS

Ignatian Resources for Lent
The Ignatian family has a wide array of resources for
prayer and reflection to help guide you through the next
40 days. Visit jesuits.org/le nt for lent resources. This
page will continue to be updated as new resources
become available.

March 25, 2018
March 30, 2018

Holy Land
Good Friday “Missionaries of the Poor”

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Your gift to the 2018 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal empowers it
all – the ministerial, outreach, education, formation and
discipleship work of the Archdiocese of Atlanta. To make a gift,
visit appe al.archatl.com

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

Mar. 23—Fish Fry dessert fundraiser for mission & summer camp. Sign up on parish website www.stmgaparish.org
Mar. 24—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30pm, Mulhern Hall. Sign up on parish website www.stmgaparish.org
Mar. 25—MORE Youth Service Project, 7:00-8:30 PM, Youth Room. Signup coming soon!
April 12—Adoration in the AM, 7:30–7:55 AM, Youth Room
April 15—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM, St. Julie Room/Parish Library, bring $1 per slice for pizza,
Lifeteen/EDGE Meeting, 7:00 PM–8:00 PM Brother Guy from the Vatican Observatory Presentation, Mulhern Hall

LIFETEEN:

Mar. 23—Fish Fry dessert fundraiser for mission & summer camp. Sign up on parish website www.stmgaparish.org
Mar. 24—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15 8:30pm, Mulhern Hall. Sign up on parish website www.stmgaparish.org
Mar. 25—MORE Youth Service Project, 7:00-8:30 PM, Youth Room. Signup coming soon!
April 14—DEAM Service Project, 9:45 AM–11:45 AM, DEAM Food Pantry
April 15—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM, St. Julie Room/Parish Library, bring $1 per slice for pizza,
Lifeteen/EDGE Meeting, 7:00 PM–8:00 PM Brother Guy from the Vatican Observatory Presentation, Mulhern Hall

SOCIAL JUSTICE
LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION

Most needed items:
Rice, dry pinto beans, tooth brushes, tooth paste and body lotion
for the Missionaries of the Poor in Kingston, Jamaica, during this Lenten
season. The Brothers joyfully house, feed, clothe and provide medical care for
mentally and physically ill children, women and men of Kingston. Can you help?
Please place your gifts in the bins in the narthex by March 25. STM has always been
generous to the Brothers and those they serve. God Bless You!

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY PROGRAM

The Ignatian Spirituality Program, ISP, is a nationwide ministry sponsored by the
Jesuits to give spiritual retreats to homeless men and women in recovery. This is an
active ministry in the Archdiocese of Atlanta carried out by volunteers and in
collaboration with Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. Volunteers are needed for
days of reflection, overnight retreats, drivers and other tasks. Contact: Marian
Monahan at mcmonahan@gmail.com for information on serving as a volunteer.

Missionaries of the Poor in Jamaica

GIFT OF GRACE

Thanks to the efforts of parishioner, Tom Burns, and the generosity of STM parish and M&M Interiors, Inc., the Gift of
Grace hospice has a new kitchen ceiling, after some unexpected damage. We are thankful to all involved in returning the
kitchen to a safe and operational cooking space.

SCHOOL NEWS
CURRENT STM SCHOOL FAMILY REGISTRATION FOR 2018-19

Registration for the 2018-19 school year starts on 3/16/2018. Catholic families are asked to
complete the Parish Verification form to retain the reduced tuition rate. This form can be
found in Sycamore or in the school office.

STM GALA AND AUCTION SUCCESS

Thank you to all of our 2018 STM Gala and Auction sponsors! We appreciate your support of
STM School.
(Photo on right) Flannery helped greet party guests as they arrived at the STM Gala and Auction on
Saturday night.

PARISH LIFE
WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
Mary L. Almon
Bridget Cardinale
Gerardo Chowel and Pia Villalobos
R. T. and Lindsay Collins
Julie Cronan
Margaret DiGirolamo
Thomas and Kristal Doyle
Olaside and Adeoluwatimilehin Fawehinmi
Benjamin and Jordan Harrison
Scott and Cara Horrocks

Timothy and Magda Kline
Kevin and Bryant Korth
Scott and Mary Lengel
Lawrence and Cristina Martin
Nolan McKeever
Nathan Meadows
Daniel Nelson
Elizabeth Peoples
Joseph and Wendy Perreault
Michael Yancey

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA CONGRATULATES THE 2017 LEADERSHIP CLASS GRADUATES
Catholic Charities Atlanta (CCA) recently graduated the 37 Catholic men and women of its 2017
Leadership Class at their annual graduation ceremony at The Heritage in Sandy Springs. This
class marks the seventh year of the Catholic Charities Atlanta program, which has graduated
over 280 servant leaders. Its success continues to grow as young faithful Catholic Leaders look
for opportunities to learn servant leadership and incorporate their faith in the workplace.
Congratulations to STM parishioner, Mesrak Nadew, for participating in the 2017 Leadership
Class. For information about nominations for the 2018 class, please visit CCA's website at:
https://catholiccharitiesatlanta.org/leadership-class/
Mesrak Nadew

BUTTERFLY CROSS IN NARTHEX
Throughout the remainder of Lent, the wooden cross in the narthex will serve as a visual representation of
the pervasiveness of gender-based injustice. Please feel free to place a butterfly on the cross if you have
suffered from sexual harassment or gender-based violence, or if a woman you love has experienced this
injustice.

LAST KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY FOR THE YEAR

Fridays during Lent through March 23
Menu: Fried Catfish, Baked Tilapia, Fish Sticks, Fish Tacos, Salad, Pasta, Green Beans, Baked
Potatoes, Fries/Tots, Tea, Lemonade, Other Beverages
Pricing: $10 adults (16–64 years), $8 seniors (65 and over), $5 children (6–15 years), Free
little kids (5 and younger, two per paying adult), $30 Family max.

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR TODAY!

The annual Eucharistic Congress will take place June 1-2, 2018 at the Georgia International Convention Center (GICC).
Please consider volunteering to be a Eucharistic Congress Coordinator for STM. Please contact Fr. Mark if you are interested: mhorak@stmga.org.

COMMUNITY NEWS
THE ORDINATION OF BISHOP-ELECT JOEL M. KONZEN AS AN AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF ATLANTA
The celebration will begin with Solemn Vespers at 7:00 PM on Monday, April 2. The Mass of Ordination will take place on
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at 2:00 PM. Both events will take place at the Cathedral of Christ the King. Due to limited seating,
you are invited to join us for this blessed celebration by watching live at https://livestream.com/archatl.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Attention Married Couples: Easter Sunday is like a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend because it’s a weekend full of
fresh love, rebirth and new beginnings. All married couples deserve a richer, fuller life together! Take advantage of this
great gift to enhance your relationship and enjoy a love-filled weekend away together. The next WWME Weekends are
scheduled for April 20-22 and June 15-17. For more info visit: GATN-wwme.org or by call 678-242-WWME.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
BECOME A LIFE GROUP FACILITATOR!

Lead your own small Christian community and cultivate faith and friendship.
Facilitation experience not required! Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to learn
more. Upcoming training: April 7 at 3:15pm. Re gister for a training here:
is.gd/LifeGroupTraining2018

LENT AT IGNATIUS HOUSE
www.IgnatiusHouse.org | 404.255.0503
6700 Riverside Dr NW Atlanta, GA 30328
· Silent weekend retreat
o March 23-25 Spanish Retreat: Retiro de Cuaresma
· Triduum/Holy Week Retreats
o March 25- April 1 8 day Holy Week Retreat
o March 29-April 1 Triduum Retreat

STM COFFEEHOUSE

Finding (God’s) Love in a Hopeless Place
March 25, after the 9:30 AM Mass, Julie Room
The Ignatian Spirituality Project, a national organization, offers retreats for those experiencing homelessness. Riffing off
the title of Rihanna’s recent hit song, Marian Monahan (who runs these retreats) will share why the love we find in places
we’d sometimes rather not go means hope, not hopelessness, for those who serve and for those who are served.
Religion and Race: The American Catholic Story
Sunday, April 8, 10:45am, St Julie Room
Catholics have been central players in the long history of race and civil rights in the United States, reaching back to the
colonial period and continuing to the present. Dr William Cossen returns to our Coffeehouse to discuss American Catholicism's roles in slavery, emancipation, and civil rights in both the North and South from the 1600s to the twenty-first
century and will give participants a chance to reflect on the Catholic Church's potential today to serve as a voice for racial
truth and reconciliation.

FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’

with Br Guy Consolmagno, Director of the Vatican Observatory
April 15, 7pm, Mulhern Hall
Our core beliefs not only determine how we expect the universe to work, they supply
the motivation for the science we do and determine why we choose to be scientists.
This has changed radically from the time of Galileo—when science was still being
invented—to now, when Pope Francis blends science and faith in his encyclical
Laudato Si’. Let us look at the beauty in nature and science and ask ourselves: What is
God revealing to us? Need childcare at the event? Email aotto@stmga.org

RADICAL SPIRIT

with April 29, 2018, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, Cannon Chapel, Emory University
Joan Chittister, whom Publishers Weekly calls “one of the most well-known and trusted
contemporary spiritual authors,” is a force of nature for social justice, and a passionate
proponent of spiritual enrichment. Drawing on the ancient teachings of the saints, Sister Joan
offers a practical program to help transform our thinking and rebel against our fears and
insecurities. Free—Registration Required. To help defray the costs of this event, we ask for a
suggested donation of $25.00. Please reserve your seats at: www.aquinas.emory.e du.

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
o First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after noon mass. Next brunch Sun. April 8th after the 9:30 AM mass.
o March 22 7:00 PM: Lenten Reconciliation Service with individual confessions
o March 23 6:00 PM: Stations of the Cross (Ignatian style) led by YAM. Email Gizelle Gopez, gizelle.gopez@gmail.com to
volunteer.
o March 24 6:30 PM: Trials of Socrates and Jesus presented by Joel Peddle in the St. Julie Room
o April 14: YAM Spiritual Hike. Stay tuned for more information.
o April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass

