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SAINT THOMAS MORE
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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
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404-373-8456
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SATURDAY
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SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

LENTEN EVENTS THIS WEEK AT STM
Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home—Wednesday, March 22
at 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room. This is the 3rd part of the series which
is led by Louanne Bachner, PhD.
Passion of the Christ: the Four Gospels Revealed—Thursday, March 23
at 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room. Join us for the 2nd part of the
series with Dr. Jerry Pendrick.
Visit the parish website for more information. www.stmgaparish.org

STM PARISH LENTEN MISSION
WITH FR. MATTHEW LINN, S.J.
MARCH 27-29 AT 7:00 PM
Fr. Matthew Linn, SJ has focused on integrating
physical, emotional, and spiritual healing. He’s is a
member of the Association of Christian Therapists with
advanced graduate degrees in sociology, anthropology,
spirituality and theology. He has given courses and
retreats in over 60 countries.
March 27, 7 PM: Gratitude: Key to Ignatian Spirituality
and to Healing
March 28, 7 PM: Don’t Forgive Too Soon
March 29, 1:30 PM (in the St. Julie Room), repeated at 7 PM (in Mulhern
Hall)
For more information, contact 404-378-4588 ext. #119 or
mcp@stmga.org. M

STM PARISH WIDE SERVICE PROJECT
MARCH 26TH
We are partnering with Catholic Relief Services to package10,000
meals for the hungry in between masses. Please see page 7 of the
bulletin for more information and visit the parish website to sign up!

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, March 20, 2017
5:30 PM Maryann Honekamp Stone †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, March 21, 2017
5:30 PM Donald and Ronald Moon †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, March 22, 2017
5:30 PM Sr. Constance Bahl †
THURSDAY, March 23, 2017
5:30 PM Johannes Darmawan †
FRIDAY, March 24, 2017
5:30 PM Richard Kieran †
Please pray for those who have died:
David Bieniek
Catherine McNally, wife of Patrick McNally

Please pray for those who are sick:
Paul Linck
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
(This article originally appeared in
the March 12 bulletin.)
The Parish Council has been
engaged in a long-range planning
process for several months. The
Council has been using the
Ignatian examen prayer as the
vehicle to consider fundamental
questions of parish identity and
mission, specifically how STM’s
relationship with the Archdiocese
and the Jesuits informs our sense of identity and mission,
how we ought to relate to and care for one another
within our parish family, and how we ought to relate to
others outside of our parish family, especially the poor.
Several weeks ago, the Council invited parishioners to
join them in this planning process by doing a similar
examen prayer at all the weekend Masses in place of the
homily. In that examen, parishioners imagined how God
sees STM: what delights him and what gives him concern.
Parishioners then recorded the results of their examen
prayer on index cards and dropped these reflections into
the collection basket.
We received 739 responses from parishioners!
This past week, several members of the Parish Council
reviewed each of the 739 responses and noted patterns
and commonalities. The most common response was
that it is essential that STM turn outward from itself to
care for the poor and needy, not only in our local Atlanta
area, but also elsewhere in our nation and in the world.
The group mentioned most often as needing our
attention was refugees and immigrants.
The second most common response was that it is also
essential that we build a stronger, closer community
among our own parishioners. Respondents wanted to
encourage a more diverse parish community, to better
welcome the stranger and the alienated, to care better
for those in our parish community who are in need, to be
more inclusive of those on the edges of our community,
and to deepen the bonds of friendship and affection
among us. The group mentioned most often as needing
special attention was our young families.
The third most common response was the qualities
parishioners thought should characterize our life
together. Respondents used words like community,
kindness, family, gratitude, inclusiveness, and caring.
Parishioners indicated their belief that it is through our
prayer together, especially our celebration of Eucharist
together, that the Spirit of God makes us to be this way.

The vast majority of responses coalesced around these
three points.

The Council members and I concluded that the examen
instrument was very helpful. We were thrilled that
parishioners participated in the examen so willingly and
wholeheartedly. We were pleased that we received so
many responses. We were even more pleased that,
despite the large number of respondents, parishioners
achieved a clear consensus regarding what they wanted
of STM. STM parishioners “get it.” They know in their
hearts what a healthy Catholic parish looks like, and what
a parish faithful to the Gospel values most highly.
Parishioners understand what the Catholic Church
expects of Catholic parishes, and they want that for STM.
With this input, the Council will now prepare a draft
parish plan that expresses our shared sense of identity
and our common understanding of our parish mission.
When this draft is prepared, the Council will circulate it
among parishioners for further feedback. Once STM
reaches a reasonable consensus, we will adopt the plan
and move forward.
The Council wants the STM parish plan to be concise and
focused and to provide a broad vision of STM’s future. At
the same time, the Council wants the draft plan to be
capable of guiding more specific choices of particular
programs and ministries that can take us where we want
to be.
Once the Council has adopted a final parish plan, I will
charge parishioners and staff to evaluate our present
parish ministries in light of that plan to see what needs
adjustment and what new initiatives are in order.
Second, I will form a committee of parishioners and staff
to commission a study of our parish facilities that will
assess their condition and use, and that will recommend
improvements and expansions.
Fr. Mark
P.S. As we proceed through Lent, see if you and your
families can make time to participate in the parish
Reconciliation service (March 14); Jerry Pendrick’s
Thursday night Bible study (March 16, 23, and 30); the
March 26 parish-wide service project to feed the
hungry; and the STM parish mission (March 27-29).

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RECONCILIATION

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST: THE FOUR GOSPELS
REVEALED

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please join Dr. Jerry Pendrick this Lent as he leads us in an
exploration of the Gospel Passion narratives. How do they
differ? How are they the same? Why are there four
different versions in the Bible? Remaining classes are
Thursday March 23 and 30 from 7-8:30 PM in the St. Julie
Room. Register on the parish website.

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.
There will be no baptisms scheduled during Lent in
anticipation of the baptisms of our catechumens at the
Easter Vigil.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

MATRIMONY

YAM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

LITURGY NOTES—

Each person who inquires about joining the Catholic
Church comes to a parish because he or she has
experienced Christ proclaimed. These individuals arrive
with a spark of initial faith and a desire to deepen their
knowledge about Christ. The inquirer is usually unaware
of what the journey will entail, and often the journey is
not easy. But when candidates remain open to the grace
of God, they will grow to know themselves more
profoundly and intimately because of the new life they
have found in the Gospel. To take up the cross though,
they must know the woundedness that keeps them from
living fully in Christ. When we celebrate the scrutinies
during lent, the church recalls God’s abundant love and
gift of healing in the stories of the woman at the well, the
man born blind and the raising of Lazarus. Let us journey
with them and affirm the great work that God is
accomplishing in their lives.
Pastoral Liturgy……Timothy A. Johnson

Interested in learning about YAM’s spiritual, social, and or/
service activities? Then sign-up for YAM’s weekly
newsletter by going to http://eepurl.com/cBGRRr and you
will also be automatically added onto our listserv.
Already on our listserv but haven't gotten a newsletter? Be
sure to check your spam box and create a filter to ensure
the YAM newsletters go directly to your inbox. Gmail
users, remember to drag our email to your Primary tab to
prevent our emails being hidden in Social or Promotions.
Questions? Please email us
at stthomasmoreyam@gmail.com; we’d love to hear from
you! We look forward to seeing you at one of our
upcoming gatherings!

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Sun March 19 Youth Group Dinner and Meeting 6:30 PM
Mon March 20 Walking with Purpose 7:00 PM Mulhern
Tues March 21 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library
Tues March 21 RCIA Class 7:00 PM in the St. Julie Room
Wed March 22 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library
Wed March 22 Laudato Si 7:00 PM St. Julie Room
Thurs March 23 4 Gospels Revealed 7:00 PM St. Julie Room
Thurs March 23 Adult Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Choir Room
Fri March 24

Fish Fry 6:30 PM Mulhern Hall

Fri March 24

S Factor Movie Night 7:00 PM St. Julie Rm

Sat March 25

Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room

Sun March 26 RCIA Dismissal 9:30 AM St. Julie Room

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
 Lifeteen meets March 19th.
 No meeting March 26th or April 2nd. Lifeteen resumes April 9th.
 Friday, March 24th – Stations of the Cross hosted by Lifeteen & EDGE at 6:00 PM in the church. Come join us for the
first youth led parish wide stations of the Cross ! We still need youth to hold the pictures during Stations!
 AIDS Ministry—Sign up on the parish website to help at the Easter Party at the Jerusalem House. Sunday, April 9th
from 12:30-3 PM.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 EDGE meets March 19th.
 No meeting March 26th or April 2nd. EDGE resumes April 9th.
 Save the Date! Ignatius House EDGE retreat Sunday, April 23rd from 2:00 - 7:00 PM. Sign up on the parish website.

PARISH GIVING

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
LENTEN CALL TO ACTION- FIGHT GLOBAL HUNGER

Join hands in service on Sunday, March 26th! STM parish will
partner with Catholic Relief Services to package 10,000
meals for the hungry. Gather together between Mass times
to assemble and package meals while enjoying fellowship
with each other.
We need 50 volunteers each shift to make this happen.
Families welcome!
Work shifts: 10:45-11:30 AM and 1:15-2:15 PM
Set up and break down shifts are also available. These need
10 volunteers each capable of lifting 50 lbs.
Set up: 9-10 AM and Break down: 2:15-3:15 PM
Sign up under the STM location site at he lpinghands.crs.org

CCA REFUGEE TUTORING

Tuesdays and Thursdays; 2:30-4:30 PM; Indian Creek
Elementary School, Clarkston. Many refugee students need
help with schoolwork. Catholic Charities Atlanta volunteer
tutors work with small groups of students to help with
homework, studying and practicing English. Mentoring
sessions will be through the end of the school year in May.
Volunteers attend mandatory orientation and receive
additional three-hour training on child abuse. Training held
at Catholic Charities Northlake Office, 2305 Parklake Drive,
Ste. 150, Bldg. 9, Atlanta. Contact: Margaret Prickett at
mprickett@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org or 404-920-7785.

LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION

STM is collecting food and
diapers for the Missionaries
of the Poor in Kingston,
Jamaica, during this Lenten
season. The Brothers
joyfully house, feed, clothe
and provide medical care
for mentally and physically
ill children, women and men
of Kingston. Can you help?
This year we are collecting:
Dry pinto beans, spaghetti, and diapers – adult medium and
children's size 2 and up. Please place your gifts in the bins in
the narthex anytime through April 7. STM has always been
generous to the Brothers and those they serve. God Bless
You!

SECOND COLLECTION

The second collection on March 25-26 will be for Catholic
Relief Services. CRS supports six Catholic agencies that
touch more than 100 million lives around the world.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ONLINE POLLS ARE CLOSING

The adult faith formation poll and the Sunday Religious
Education poll will be only open for 2 more weeks. Please
respond NOW if you want your voice to be heard.
Polls end 3/24/17.

MARCH BOOK CLUB NEWS

The March Book Club at Ann Dugan’s House has been cancelled. We will meet Wed, April 19th to discuss the entire
book The Vicar of Christ.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRYS

Fridays during Lent except March 31st and April 7th.
Menu: Fried Catfish, Baked Tilapia, Fish Sticks, Salad, Pasta,
Green Beans, Baked Potatoes, Fries/Tots, Tea, Lemonade,
Other Beverages
Pricing: $10 adults (16–64 years), $8 seniors (65 and over),
$5 children (6–15 years), Free little kids (5 and younger, two
per paying adult), $30 Family Maximum. Live Music.
* The Knights will be serving corned beef and cabbage on
Friday March 17th

ATTENTION 9TH GRADE PARENTS

The 2018 Confirmation Preparation Program will be
changing starting with next year's class. Instead of Sunday
afternoon Confirmation classes, the program will consist of
2 retreats and one service project. The retreat dates are
Sunday, Oct. 29th 1:00 PM-7:00 PM and Sunday, January
21, 2018 1:00 PM-7:00 PM, both at Ignatius House. Please
mark your calendars now! Since these are the only 2 dates
we will meet, attendance is mandatory at both retreats.
More information coming!

PART TIME COOK NEEDED

The Jesuit Community at STM is seeking a part time cook to
prepare the evening meal 4 nights a week (Sun/M/W/F).
Light shopping required. If interested, contact Fr. Mark
at: mhorak@stmga.org.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months
– preschool (including 3 yr olds no longer enrolled in
Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our
9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes
before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each
week. You can focus on mass while they have fun and play
in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family
Room. Volunteer opportunities always available.
Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

SIGN UP FOR THE STM NEWSLETTER

Are you missing out on STM news and updates? Hard
copies of the weekly parish bulletin are always available in
the narthex, and electronic copies are available on the STM
website. But did you know that STM sends out a weekly
electronic newsletter every Tuesday with news updates
and special announcements? If you would like to receive
this newsletter, send your email address to Marie at
mdiebold@stmga.org. We will put you on the newsletter mailing list.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT STM

St. Thomas More is accessible to persons with disabilities.
We are also a breastfeeding-friendly church. Mothers are
welcome to nurse anywhere, anytime, including during
Mass.

STM FAMILIES

We are a group of STM parents who encourage each other
in our calling as parents while growing closer to Christ and
his Church. Please check us out on Facebook for more
exciting things to come in this year
https:// www.facebook.com/groups/MoreMoms/ or for more
info please contact Katie at Katie_edelstein@yahoo.com

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR

The Eucharistic Congress is scheduled for June 16th & 17th at the GA International Convention Center. Over the years, we
have found that our coordinators play a vital role in assisting their busy parish, mission and/or school with the important
tasks. If you would like to see the responsibilities go to http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators. If you have any questions,
please call 404-920-6800 or email communications@archatl.com.

DO YOU NEED A VACATION??

How About A Get-Away Weekend? Give yourself and your spouse time away from the pressures of work and everyday
responsibilities. Want something more lasting than a weekend vacation in Bermuda or the Mountains? Enjoy a chance to
talk and listen to that special person who loves you! Make time to enrich your relationship by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next available Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are scheduled for April 21-23
and June 9-11 at the Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get more information or apply online GATN-wwme.org
or by calling 678-242-WWME.

TRAVEL: A JOURNEY TO SPAIN, PLUS LOURDES.

Sunday, October 1–Wednesday, October 11. Trip includes visits to Loyola, San Sebastian, Montserrat, and Barcelona. Trip
leaders: Fr. George Witt, S.J., Provincial Assistant for Spiritual Ministries, Maryland & USA Northeast Provinces of the Society
of Jesus, and Mr. Joe Naylor, Provincial Assistant for Advancement and Communications, Maryland & USA Northeast
Provinces of the Society of Jesus. Prices start at $3,899 (if paid by check)/$4,098 (if paid by credit card). Accommodations,
sightseeing, and meals are included. To download a brochure, visit GoCatholicTravel.com/NaylorWitt. For more information,
contact Joe Naylor at jnaylor@jesuits.org or call 212-774-5529.

STM SCHOOL CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY
MONTH
STM School students celebrated Black History
Month throughout the month of February with
emphasis on African American musicians and
performers. STM students were blessed to have
incredible performances by tenor Timothy Miller,
who sings God Bless America at the Atlanta
Braves home games, bossa nova trio Khari
Simmons and Friends, and cellist Okorie Johnson.
Thank you to Patricia Luster and the Black History
Month Committee for providing our students with
these activities to enhance and extend their
education as we all celebrated Black History
Month. To see videos of the performances, visit
the STM School Facebook
(www.facebook.com/stmdecaturga) or Instagram
(@stmdecaturga) pages.

STM students and parents participated in the St. Pius X
Finish Lion 5K and Family Fun night on Saturday, March
4, 2017. STM was awarded the trophy for Top School with
the biggest group of participants. Thank you to Gigi
O’Shea for getting so many of our families to come out
and support this great event.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
RISE UP: A LENTEN CALL TO SOLIDARITY

POPE FRANCIS’ MARCH PRAYER INTENTIONS

Throughout the upcoming Lenten season, more than thirty
writers from throughout the national Jesuit network,
including Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. and Sr. Norma Pimentel will
explore response to injustice through a daily blog series
entitled “Rise Up: A Lenten Call to Solidarity.” Visit
ignatiansolidarity.net/lent-2017 to subscribe to the daily
newsletter.

Support for Persecuted Christians
That persecuted Christians may be supported by the
prayers and material help of the whole Church.

IGNATIUS HOUSE JESUIT RETREAT CENTER
During the Holy Season of Lent, Ignatius House offers a
variety of experiences to S-L-O-W D-O-W-N and Encounter
God at this sacred place of peace and quiet. Consider a
Day of Reflection or a Weekend Retreat or an Enrichment
Book Study.
* Every Wednesday in Lent 9 AM-3 PM A Day of Reflection
* Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:30 AM through April 11 "Fully Awake
& Truly Alive"
* Silent Weekend Retreats
o Matthew Linn, SJ March 24-26 Living Life Fully in Light
of Eternity
o April 7-13 Individually Directed
Website www.ignatiushouse.org Phone 404.255.0503
6700 Riverside Dr NW Atlanta, Ga 30328

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

