
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 
CHAPEL HOURS 

Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 
except on holidays. 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  

12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 
appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         March 22, 2020—Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

COVID-19 CANCELLATIONS & UPDATES  

 All public Masses (both weekday and Sunday) and all  
parish events and gatherings are canceled through  
Sunday April 4.  

 As of this writing (3/17 PM), STM School is closed through 
March 29. 

 The church is open for private prayer Monday through 
Saturday, 9am till 4pm, and Sunday morning from 9am till 
noon. The priests are available for individual confessions 
Fridays and Saturdays from 4pm till 5pm.  The priests are 
available for confession and the Sacraments of Anointing 
by appointment in urgent circumstances. 

 The parish office is open to receive phone calls and mail 
during normal business hours.  

 Fr. Mark and Shaun Bland, the School principal, will  
provide updated information through parish and school 
media as it is available. 

DONATE ONLINE  
We ask parishioners to  
continue to support the  

parish financially during this 
time.  We encourage  

parishioners to give online. 
  

www.stmgaparish.org/giving/   
 
 

Need help with groceries,  
medications or just some  

encouraging words from a fellow 
parishioner during COVID-19? Call 

the parish office for help:  
404-378-4588 

SERVIAM IS HERE TO SERVE 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Mon., March 23  Gloria Melneck †  
Tues., March 24  Bib Mathews 
Wed., March 25  Michele Bishoff 
Thurs., March 26 Margaret Watkins 
Fri., March 27  Sharon Ann Goertz Coniglio † 

 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Carol Richardson, sister of Peggy Burgess  
 
Please pray for those who made their First Eucharist: 
Elizabeth Quinn  

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
  

All events and meetings have been canceled effective  
immediately through April 4. 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 

I am writing this as of Monday  
afternoon, March 16.  Who knows 
what instructions we will have  
received from the Governor, the CDC, 
and the bishop by the time you read 
this?  So take what follows with that in 
mind. 
 
Earlier this month, out of concern for 
the well-being of Atlanta Catholics and 
mindful of the fast-developing threat to public health from 
the Covid-19 virus, Bishop Joel Konzen dispensed Atlanta 
Catholics from the obligation to participate in Sunday  
Eucharist at least through March 29.  As of this writing, we 
are still offering public Masses at STM according to the usual 
schedule, though we are discouraging older parishioners 
and those who are at risk to stay home. 
 
Part of me wondered why such a dispensation was even 
necessary.  Catholic tradition already excuses one from the 
Sunday obligation if one is ill or has some other “serious  
reason” for staying away.  Surely a “serious reason” includes 
the one’s desire to protect not only oneself from the  
possibility of serious illness, but also others.  In other words, 
even without Bishop Joel’s official dispensation, Catholics 
who are sick or wary of becoming sick or making others sick, 
should already have felt free to stay away from Mass.   
Indeed, in such a situation, prudence would demand that 
one stay away. 
 
All this has made me reflect a bit on the basis of the  
traditional obligation on Catholics to participate in Mass on 
Sundays and holy days of obligation.  The obligation is  
rooted in the third commandment of the Decalogue: “Keep 
holy the Lord’s Day.”  The Catholic Church has since  
specified that Commandment to require participation in 
Mass on Sundays and holy days.  The Church considers the 
obligation so serious that deliberately failing it without  
serious reason is “grave sin.”  Catholic Catechism, #2181. 
 
Older Catholics, like myself, likely feel this obligation more 
keenly than younger Catholics.  We oldsters grew up with it; 
we were shaped by it.  Indeed, the sense of obligation was 
so ingrained in us that attendance at Sunday Mass became 
habitual.  It was part of our Catholic culture.  It was just what 
we Catholics did.  There might even have been a bit of pride 
associated with the Sunday obligation.  It made us  
distinctive among Christians.   
 
Still, by now, I’d like to think that we have moved beyond 
going to Mass out of obligation, or even out of habit.  I’d like 
to think that each of us now deliberately chooses to  
participate in Eucharist because we experience Eucharist as 
critical to our relationship with God and with our brothers 
and sisters. 
 
 
 

A community typically enacts laws and adopts customs to 
protect values that are important to the community’s  
well-being.  By making participation in Sunday Mass apart of 
its law, the Church is clearly trying to protect something that 
it believes is absolutely essential to its existence.  Indeed, 
Vatican II affirmed that Eucharist is the source of the life of 
the Church.  It is through our proper celebration of  
Eucharist that the Church is created, is built up, and is sus-
tained.  In short, there is no Church without the Eucharist. 
 
Put another way, we are nothing if we Catholics are not a 
community of real friends who have Jesus as our center.  
Eucharist makes this community happen.  The way we  
celebrate Eucharist should facilitate this transformation into 
a community: the prayers we pray, the way we proclaim the 
Scriptures, the preaching; the music.  Even the physical 
space in which we gather should promote community.   
Unless we leave Mass bound more closely together in the 
love of God, we have done Eucharist badly.  
 
So we come to Mass not because we are obliged to do so.  
Not simply because it is part of our Catholic culture.  Not 
simply for personal sanctification.  We celebrate Eucharist 
because our community—the Body—cannot exist without it.  
When I choose not to be present without good reason, or 
when you choose not to be present, a part of the Body is 
missing.  So please, be with us at Eucharist, and once here, 
open your heart to the Jesus in your brothers and sisters. 
 
No wonder, then, that I am again encouraging parishioners 
to be especially attentive to one another in these days when 
participation in Eucharist is restricted, especially to those 
parishioners who may be feeling isolated.  Reach out to one 
another; support one another; assist one another.  If you 
encounter someone with a particular need, respond  
yourself as best you can.  But also let the parish office know 
by calling 404-378-4588.  We will also reach out to that one. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
Tanya Frazee has completed her term as chair of the Grants  
Sub-Committee of the STM Social Justice Committee and is  
stepping down. We thank her for her good service. Nadia Ali will 
be the new Chair of the Sub-Committee. 
 

CRISTO REY THANKS STM  
Bill Garrett, President of Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School, 
wrote to Fr. Mark recently thanking STM parishioners for their 
continuing support.  STM makes quarterly gifts of $5,000 from 
our social justice tithe to support the tuition of four students 
at Cristo Rey, including Katrin White and Gabriel Rutherford  
Calderon.  Katrin and Gabriel graduated from STM School in 
2019.  Bill wrote: “With your support, Cristo Rey Atlanta will  
educate young people of limited economic means, of any faith 
or creed, to become men and women for and with others.”  
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD PANTRY  
The STM chapter of St. Vincent de Paul will be collecting for the 
food pantry at each weekend Mass in March.  Please consider 
helping by bringing donations of household items such as:  
toothpaste, toilet paper, paper towels, diapers (baby and adult), 
cooking oil, sugar, canned goods (meat, vegetables) and any  
nonperishables that you usually buy. 
 

THE S FACTOR  
The parish is invited to help in supplying $10 MARTA cards for 
the S Factor’s Lenten service project.  Drop off in the parish 
office until March 18th.  
 

SOLIDARITY LUNCH: SUNDAY, APRIL 5 FROM 1-2PM  
Immigration is not just a social issue; it's a personal story. Join 
fellow parishioners for a simple meal and a conversation with 
Roxana Chicas, a Salvadoran immigrant with temporary  
protective status, finishing up a doctoral degree in nursing at 
Emory University. Learn about her powerful story and reflect on 
ways you can engage more personally with this issue. Lunch will 
be served in the St. Julie Room immediately follow the noon 
Mass.  
 

40TH ANNUAL GOOD FRIDAY PILGRIMAGE 
Friday, April 10 · 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Join the Archdiocese on Good Friday, April 10, for the 40th  
Annual Good Friday Pilgrimage.  The pilgrimage will begin at the 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, located at 48 Martin  
Luther King, Jr. Drive, SW, Atlanta, Georgia 30303.  We will gather 
at 8:45 a.m. and begin the journey with an opening prayer and 
reflection at 9 a.m. by the Most Reverend Joel M. Konzen, SM. 
We will conclude at approximately 12:00 PM at the crypt of  
Martin Luther King, Jr. with a reflection and closing prayer. Visit 
the parish website for more info. 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
April 5—Palm Sunday - Holy Land  
April 10—Good Friday - Missionaries of the Poor  
April 12—Easter - Archdiocesan Seminarians  
April 19—STM - St. Vincent de Paul  

 

ONLINE GIVING 
Make your weekly offering to STM parish online:  
www.stmgaparish.org/giving   
 

PARISH FINANCES 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
http://www.stmgaparish.org/giving


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab. youth@stmga.org 

FIRST COMMUNION SUSPENSION  
As soon as it's safe enough to celebrate Mass, we'll begin re-scheduling First Communion.   
 

 

STM VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
Register your child (PK-rising 4th grader) for STM’s VBS! This FREE program will be held from June 22-26, 9AM-Noon. Visit 
www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020 to register today. There will be a limited number of spots open. 
 

DONUT MINISTRY COORDINATOR NEEDED  
STM Youth invites you to serve as its Donut Ministry  
Coordinator. Duties are limited to managing a volunteer sign-up, ordering donuts, and supporting volunteers. The time 
commitment is around two to four hours per month. This is an extremely important ministry for youth; donut sales raise 
nearly $5,000 per year. This money supports all youth programming, PK-12th grade.  Please contact Stewart Voegtlin: 
svoegtlin@stmga.org; (404) 378-4588 ext. 119.  
 

IGNATIUS HOUSE RETREATS 
Please note, the Ignatius House is closed through April 30.  

 

 
 

Let nothing disturb you, 
Let nothing frighten you, 

All things are passing away: 
God never changes. 

Patience obtains all things 
Whoever has God lacks nothing; 

God alone suffices. 
St. Therese of Avila 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



PARISH LIFE 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS UPDATE 
The parish office will be closed on Sundays. New hours are 
Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM.  
 

SEPARATED OR DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP  
Are you separated or divorced? We invite you to join our 
parish support group. Please contact Lucy O'Donoghue at 
lucy.v.odonoghue@gmail.com for more information.  
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  
The Sunday Nursery will be closed until further notice. 
 

THE S FACTOR  
All activities for The S Factor are canceled at this time.  That 
includes all March and April and possibly May events.  An 
email will be sent to members notifying when activities will 
resume.  
 

DO YOU DONATE ONLINE?  
Please contact Charlotte Collins (ccollins@stmga.org) if you 
no longer need collection envelopes mailed to you.  

 

 

 

SERVIAM IS HERE TO SERVE 
Please note STM’s new ministry SERVIAM is ready to serve! 
Some of the services provided: 
-Call homebound, elderly, sick, scared parishioners to pray 
with them and check in on them 
-drop off essentials 
-pick up prescriptions 
There are almost 100 servers ready.  
Contact the parish office (404-378-4588) with requests or 
email Erin Brewster if you can help. 
Erin.e.brewster@gmail.com  
 

UPDATE YOUR INFO  
Please make sure to update your contact information with 
the parish office when you have a change in address, phone 
number, or email, or if you have an addition to your family. 
You can notify Charlotte Collins by calling the office or at 
ccollins@stmga.org. Thanks for your help in keeping our 
church database current!  
 

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER 
If you’d like to receive our weekly e-newsletter that contains 
important news about our parish, please send an email to 
ccollins@stmga.org or visit our parish website and look  
under “Latest News” for the link. 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
“HOME LEARNING”—ENGAGING STUDENTS  

AT HOME 
While there are currently no known direct exposures to our 
school, in collaboration with the Archdiocesan school  
community, we began “Home Learning” on March 18th.  We 
are scheduled to continue Home Learning until 3/27,  
although this date is subject to review due to the rapidly 
changing situation.  Our teachers and staff have put  
together engaging, standards-based learning experiences 
the students will be able to complete at home so we are 
able to continue to provide a high quality education. We will 
continue to support our students educationally, spiritually, 
and emotionally.  Even though we’re separated by distance, 
we are still together in spirit, and the Lord is with us.  We 
ask for your prayers for our students, parents, teachers and 
staff.  “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” – Matthew 18:20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SCIENCE OF EROSION AND WEATHERIN 
Observe, think and do!  Our 6th graders were fully engaged 
through a myriad of hands-on experiments as they  
reviewed all about how the world works with regards to  
erosion and weathering.  Chemical, water, wind, glacial  
erosion and weathering from temperature extremes were 
just some of the stations where they could gather their 
knowledge by doing.  Using critical thinking skills, their  
natural curiosity, and the scientific method, students were 
inspired to explore and seek answers about the world 
around them. 

 
For more School News, please visit https://www.stmga.org/
our-school/our-school-feed/  



YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

ALL SAINTS MARCH 26 BINGO  
The March 26th Bingo night at All Saints has been canceled. 
 

EASTER BASKETS NEEDED FOR KIDS AND TEENS 
Catholic Charities Atlanta needs 35 Easter baskets for children and teens ages 3 to 17. Suggested items might include,  
hygiene items, Spanish-English dictionary for children (or teens), scented lotions, small stuffed animal or toy, activity book, 
soccer ball. Please deliver the bags to the Catholic Charities office in Smyrna by Friday, April 3: 
Catholic Charities Atlanta 
2401 Park Lake Drive 
Smyrna, GA 30080 
If you have any questions, please contact Christie Crane, Manager of Volunteer Resources, Catholic Charities Atlanta at  
404-920-7785 or CCrane@ccatlanta.org. 
 

EASTER FOOD BASKETS NEEDED FOR SENIORS 
Catholic Charities Atlanta needs Easter food baskets for 47 seniors living at St. Joseph’s Place, a low-income senior living 
community. Suggested items include fruit cups, raisins, applesauce, microwave popcorn, peanut butter, oatmeal, canned 
vegetables or beans, low-sodium soups, stews or chili, canned tuna, rice, nuts, pasta and tomato sauce. 
Please deliver the bags to the Catholic Charities office in Smyrna by Friday, April 3: 
Catholic Charities Atlanta 
2401 Park Lake Drive 
Smyrna, GA 30080 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Christie Crane, Manager of Volunteer Resources, Catholic Charities Atlanta at  
404-920-7785 or CCrane@ccatlanta.org. 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.”  Do you believe that Jesus is the Lord of your marriage?  Bring God into 
your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend on April 17-19 or June 26-28 in 
Atlanta. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.  
 

CHOIR OF NOTRE DAME CATHEDRAL  
Wed, April 22; 7:30 PM at Cathedral of Christ the King, 2699 Peachtree Road, NE, Atlanta.  
The first U.S. tour of the Cathedral of Notre Dame choir since the tragic collapse of the church in 2019. Directed by Henri 
Chalet, the choir will perform works by Alain, Fauré, Duruflé, Vierne, Franck, Poulenc and Castanet. Admission is $20.  
Contact: visit cathedralctk.com/notredame for tickets.  
 

WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR? 
Wed Thurs., April 23 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Aquinas Center 
Sponsored by The Catholic-Orthodox Initiative of the Aquinas Center at Emory, this will be your opportunity to meet your 
neighbors around the corner. The evening will begin with a short Prayer Service followed by food, refreshments and fun. 

 COMMUNITY NEWS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
All events are canceled through April 4. 
 
 
 

BE A VOICE FOR FUTURE YAM EVENTS! 
Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to join our planning team (we meet every couple months).  
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