March 25, 2018—Palm Sunday
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to
parishioners Dr. Cyndy
Fordyce and Bridget
Patterson who were
recognized as Outstanding
Woman and Outstanding
High School Senior at the
Atlanta Archdiocesan
Council of Catholic
Women’s Recognition Day
at a Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Wilton D.
Gregory on March 17th at
St. Pius X.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Monday, March 26
5:30 PM Mass

Tuesday, March 27
4:30 PM Chrism Mass at the
Cathedral of Christ the King
No STM Mass
Wednesday, March 28
5:30 PM Mass
Holy Thursday, March 29
7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, March 30
3:00 PM Stations of the Cross
7:30 PM The Passion of our Lord

Holy Saturday, March 31
11:00 AM Blessing of Food (Chapel)
11:15 AM Easter Egg Hunt (Field)
7:30 PM Mass (Vigil Mass)
No Confessions on Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday, April 1
8:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass
9:45 AM Mass (gym)
11:30 AM
No 5:30 PM Mass
In observance of the Easter Triduum,
Adoration will cease Wednesday, March
28th after the 5:30 PM Mass and
resume Monday, April 2nd at 9:00 AM.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org

Monday, Mar. 26
Tuesday, Mar. 27

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Wednesday, Mar. 28
Thursday, Mar. 29
Friday, Mar. 30

Augustin and Miriam †
Chrism Mass at the
Cathedral No STM Mass
Patricia Kilgore †
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
The Passion of Our Lord

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner.

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal
business hours.

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Mar. 26

Walking with Purpose—7:00 PM — Mulhern Hall

Tues. Mar. 27

RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:00 PM—Parish Library
Chrism Mass—4:30 PM—Cathedral of Christ the King—No STM Mass
RCIA Group—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Thurs. Mar. 29

Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room
Mass of the Lord’s Supper—7:30 PM

Fri. Mar. 30

Stations of the Cross—3:00 PM
The Passion of our Lord—7:30 PM

Sat. Mar. 31

Blessing of Food—11:00 AM—Chapel
Easter Egg Hunt—11:15 AM—Field
Mass—7:30 PM—Vigil Mass

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
It seems that, whenever one picks
up the newspaper, one is
confronted by another horrific
story about the sexual abuse of
children by priests, and the
repeated and widespread failure
of bishops to adequately protect
children and other vulnerable
people. Even Pope Francis has
come under criticism recently for
his perceived insensitivity to the
problem. Many Catholics who are deeply troubled by this
phenomenon ask, “How could this have happened?” Some
of what has been written in response to this question is
insightful and well-founded; much is written from
ignorance.

secrecy, power, and exclusiveness flourish among clergy?
More importantly, are we still teaching these theologies in
our seminaries, and are we still forming priests in these
attitudes and presumptions?
Until we better understand how so many bishops could
make the same decision to conceal, rather than directly
confront, the sexual abuse of priests, and until priests are
taught and come to integrate a different, more
Scripturally-based understanding of Church and
priesthood, we will not have adequately addressed this
problem.

The full NRB report is available on-line at: http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/
upload/National-Review-Board-Report-2004.pdf. But I also
encourage you read more about fundamental causes of
and remedies for the sexual abuse crisis in the Church. Try:
The Reform of the Papacy, by John R. Quinn; The Changing
A particularly helpful resource is “A Report on the Crisis in
Face of the Priesthood, by Donald B. Cozzens;
the Catholic Church in the United States” published in 2003 Models of the Church, by Avery Dulles; and Clerical Culture
by the National Review Board (NRB). The NRB is an
– Contradiction and Transformation, by Michael L. Papesh.
independent group of lay persons who researched the
extent and causes of the problem of sexual abuse by
Fr. Mark
Catholic clergy, reported their findings to the United States
bishops, and recommended corrective measures.
The NRB cites a number of factors that contributed to the
presence of so many abusive priests in the Church and that
help explain the systematic failure by Church leaders to
report this criminal behavior to civil authorities, to remove
offending priests from ministry, and to properly care for the
victims and their families. Some of the factors cited by the
NRB are arguably more the product of ignorance or naiveté
than bad intent or motive. But other factors are completely
indefensible, as when bishops showed more concern for
avoiding scandal and protecting the reputation of the
institutional Church than protecting children, or when they
favored the interests of abusive priests over the interests of
victims.
To be sure, the bishops have taken major steps to right this
great wrong. For instance, you can read about what the
Archdiocese of Atlanta is doing to create a safe
environment for our young people and vulnerable adults
at: https://archatl.com/ministrie s-services/safe-environment/.
However, something more fundamental is needed, I
believe. We need to understand better the source of
attitudes and presumptions about Church and priesthood
that led many bishops to conclude that the good of the
Church is best served by concealing the sins of its leaders.
Why are these attitudes and presumptions so widespread?
What have bishops and priests been taught that would lead
them to identify the good of the Church with the interests
of bishops and priests? What sort of theology leads them
to divinize the Church to the extent that it is practically
impossible to admit the possibility of a sinful clergy, or that
priesthood is anything but humble service to and care of
the People of God? How does a culture of privilege,

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

HOLY WEEK/TRIDUUM RETREATS

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

March 25–April 1; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. Come
for all of Holy Week or spend the days of Triduum.
Contact: www.ignatiushouse.org or 404-255-0503.

RCIA

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

Please pray for our RCIA Elect and Candidates! Several of our
students (the "Elect") will receive the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation, and First Communion at the Easter Vigil. Others,
who are already baptized, will be confirmed and receive their
first communion at one of several Sunday Masses during the
Easter season. We have other students, still in RCIA and
preparing to receive their Sacraments of Initiation at a later
date. Please keep all of these men and women in your prayers
— along with their families and sponsors. Also, check out the
RCIA display in the Narthex, where you can see photographs
of our RCIA participants and pick up prayer cards so you can
remember them in your prayers. Thank you — your prayers
make a difference!

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
March 30, 2018
April 1, 2018

Good Friday “Missionaries of the Poor”
Archdiocesan Seminary

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE
STM’s goal for 2018 is $161,900. As of February 28, 2018, STM parishioners have pledged $54,265, or 33.52% of our goal.
Thank you to those who have pledged!
Please, if you have not already done so, complete a pledge card and drop it off at the parish office. If we do not raise the
$161,900, STM must pay the shortfall from parish revenues. Remember, if we exceed our goal, any overage comes back
to STM 100%. If you have any questions, please contact Carol Palmer at cpalme r@stmga.org

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

April 12—Adoration in the AM, 7:30–7:55 AM, Youth Room
April 15 & 22—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM, St. Julie Room/Parish Library, bring $1 per slice for pizza,
Lifeteen/EDGE Meeting, 7:00 PM–8:00 PM Brother Guy from the Vatican Observatory Presentation, Mulhern Hall
April 19—B2: Biscuits & Bibles, 7:25-7:55 AM, Youth Room
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign Up link coming soon.

LIFETEEN:

April 14—DEAM Service Project, 9:45 AM–11:45 AM, DEAM Food Pantry
April 15 & 22—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM, St. Julie Room/Parish Library, bring $1 per slice for pizza,
Lifeteen/EDGE Meeting, 7:00 PM–8:00 PM Brother Guy from the Vatican Observatory Presentation, Mulhern Hall
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign Up link coming soon.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
ARCHBISHOP ANNOUNCES OPPOSITION TO HOUSE BILL 605

Visit https://ge orgiabulle tin.org/ne ws/2018/03/fre que ntly-asked-questions-faqs-aboutgeorgia-hb-605/ to learn more about the Archdiocese's opposition to pending
legislation in the Georgia legislature that would allow lawsuits against churches and
schools and certain other groups for childhood sexual abuse that occurred decades
ago, from as far back as the 1940's, long after the statute of limitations expired.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT GIFT OF GRACE

Do you enjoy cooking and fellowship? Parishioners at STM provide dinner and fellowship to the residents of Gift of Grace
on Thursday and Sunday evenings. Gift of Grace is a hospice for women living with HIV/AIDS, run by the Missionaries of
Charity. For details, please email je ngosse tt@gmail.com. Visit the parish website to sign up www.stmgaparish.org

SCHOOL NEWS
U.S. JESUIT PARISH SCHOOLS MEET

The third meeting of U.S. Jesuit Parish Schools took
place on March 7-9 in Phoenix, Arizona. Attending the
meeting from STM were Fr. Mark and school
administrators, Yvette McNett and Jerry Raymond. The
Jesuit parish schools meet to discuss ways to
implement Jesuit identity and Ignatian spiritual thought
into each school’s daily practices. A big part of the
workshop is the sharing of best practices and
experiences so that each parish school can continue
to move forward and prepare their students to truly
become people for others.

STM SCHOOL HOLDS PRAYER SERVICE

On Wednesday, March 14th, students in grades 5-8
gathered in church to remember the victims of the
school shooting in Parkland, Florida. The students
prayed for the victims of this tragedy and all those
impacted by this violent act. In addition, they prayed
that they would have the strength and courage to be
instruments of peace and love here at school and at
home. As people for others, the students made a
commitment to be kind and considerate to one
another.

CURRENT STM SCHOOL FAMILY
REGISTRATION FOR 2018-19

Prayer service for students in grades 5-8 on Wednesday, March 14th
for the victims of the school shooting in Parkland, Florida.

If you are a current STM School family, registration
for the 2018-19 school year is going on now. Catholic families are asked to complete the Parish Verification form to retain
the reduced tuition rate. This form can be found in Sycamore or in the school office.

PARISH LIFE
CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION

April 10, 7pm, Mulhern Hall
The volume of butterflies on the cross in the Narthex reflects how pervasively the issues of
sexual harassment and gender-based injustice have touched our own parish community. All are
invited to continue the conversation on April 10 at 7 pm in Mulhern Hall. Women who wish to
tell their stories will have an open mic forum in which to do so. Men who wish to
attend simply to listen are warmly encouraged to come. For those who wish to remain
anonymous or are unable to attend in person, you may e-mail your story to
shareyourstorySTM@gmail.com and it will be read aloud on April 10.

STM WOMEN'S SPRING RETREAT

Women of STM parish and school are invited to a retreat on Saturday, April 28th from 10:00 AM
until 2:30 PM at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA. Louanne Bachner and Brother
Callistus will lead us in a day of reflection celebrating Easter Joy. We will spend time at the Monastic Center and Abbey Store as well as attend mid-day prayers in the Abbey Church at 12:15.
Visit the parish website to RSVP www.stmparishga.org.

S FACTOR CALENDAR FOR APRIL
Tue. April 3
Thu. April 5
Fri. April 6
Tues. April 10
Thur. April 12
Fri. April 13
Fri. April 20
Fri. April 20
Fri. April 20
Fri. April 27

Mama Mia at the Aurora bus leaves at 8:50 AM
Trip to Monastery in Conyers 10:00 AM
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Spring Visitation to homebound/shut-ins meeting 11:00 AM
in St. Julie room
Lunch at Sun Dial Restaurant then tour of Atlanta Civil
Rights Museum 10:00 AM
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Emory Concert (FREE) @ Carlos Museum 10:50 AM
Movie Night “Murder on Orient Express”
Tai Chi 10:30 AM

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR TODAY!

The annual Eucharistic Congress will take place June 1-2, 2018 at the Georgia
International Convention Center (GICC). Please consider volunteering to be a
Eucharistic Congress Coordinator for STM. Please contact Fr. Mark if you are
interested: mhorak@stmga.org.

The S Factor had a great day at
Gibbs Gardens.

COMMUNITY NEWS
IGNATIUS HOUSE COLUMBARIUM - A FINAL RESTING PLACE

The Ignatius House Columbarium is accepting reservations for this sacred final
resting place on the campus of Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. It will be a
place of prayer to contemplate our life’s journey, our own mortality, those who
‘have finished the race,’ and the glorious promise of sharing in Jesus’
resurrection. If you or a loved one is interested in knowing more about the
Ignatius House Columbarium, you can visit our website at IgnatiusHouse.org/
columbarium or send an email to columbarium@ignatiushouse.org and someone will
contact you. If you would like to come visit Ignatius House, please give us a call at
404.255.0503 to schedule the best time.

URBAN WAY OF THE CROSS

Fri., March 30; 9:00 AM-12:00 PM; Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 48
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, SW, Atlanta. The 38th annual Urban Way of the
Cross is sponsored by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Office of Justice and Peace
Ministries. This walk includes Scripture readings, prayer and music in remembering the Passion of Christ and social
injustices in the world today.

THE ORDINATION OF BISHOP-ELECT JOEL M. KONZEN AS AN AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF ATLANTA
The celebration will begin with Solemn Vespers at 7:00 PM on Monday, April 2. The Mass of Ordination will take place on
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at 2:00 PM. Both events will take place at the Cathedral of Christ the King. Due to limited seating,
you are invited to join us for this blessed celebration by watching live at https://livestream.com/archatl.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
BECOME A LIFE GROUP FACILITATOR!

Lead your own small Christian community and cultivate faith and friendship.
Facilitation experience not required! Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to learn
more. Upcoming training: April 7 at 3:15pm. Re gister for a training here:
is.gd/LifeGroupTraining2018

STM COFFEEHOUSE

Religion and Race: The American Catholic Story
Sunday, April 8, 10:45am, St Julie Room
Catholics have been central players in the long history of race and civil rights in the
United States, reaching back to the colonial period and continuing to the present. Dr
William Cossen returns to our Coffeehouse to discuss American Catholicism's roles in
slavery, emancipation, and civil rights in both the North and South from the 1600s to
the twenty-first century and will give participants a chance to reflect on the Catholic
Church's potential today to serve as a voice for racial truth and reconciliation.

FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’

with Br Guy Consolmagno, Director of the Vatican Observatory
April 15, 7pm, Mulhern Hall
Our core beliefs not only determine how we expect the universe to work, they supply
the motivation for the science we do and determine why we choose to be scientists.
This has changed radically from the time of Galileo—when science was still being
invented—to now, when Pope Francis blends science and faith in his encyclical
Laudato Si’. Let us look at the beauty in nature and science and ask ourselves: What is
God revealing to us? Need childcare at the event? Email aotto@stmga.org

INTRODUCING AFRICA

April 22, after the 9:30am Mass, Mulhern Hall
STM parishioners from Africa come from many countries! Come and join us to hear about the
Africa we (People of Africa) know! Let us advocate for a culture of learning and understanding a
complete set of facts before forming an opinion about people who enjoy different cultural and
religious practices. Let us promote courtesy and respect by all to all, for we all are created in the
image and likeness of God.

RADICAL SPIRIT

with April 29, 2018, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, Cannon Chapel, Emory University
Joan Chittister, whom Publishers Weekly calls “one of the most well-known and trusted
contemporary spiritual authors,” is a force of nature for social justice, and a passionate
proponent of spiritual enrichment. Drawing on the ancient teachings of the saints, Sister Joan
offers a practical program to help transform our thinking and rebel against our fears and
insecurities. Free—Registration Required. To help defray the costs of this event, we ask for a
suggested donation of $25.00. Please reserve your seats at: www.aquinas.emory.e du.

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
o First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after 9:30 AM mass.
Next brunch Sun. April 8th after the 9:30 AM mass.
o April 14: YAM Spiritual Hike. Stay tuned for more information.
o April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass

