April 1, 2018—Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE…

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish.
We are very happy you have chosen to
celebrate the Easter miracle with us, and we
hope you find warmth and hospitality here.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org

Monday, April 2
Tuesday, April 3
Wednesday, April 4
Thursday, April 5
Friday, April 6

Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Alice Applegarth †
Katherine Gartin †
Frank A. Collins †
Brooks Bowling †
Sue Campofelice †

Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org

Please pray for those who are sick:
Susanne Cameron
Bernice Vavro

Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal
business hours.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., April 3

S Factor Mama Mia—bus leaves at 8:50 AM—Aurora Theater
RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library

Wed., April 4

Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Meeting—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Thurs., April 5

Cancer Sewing Group—9:00 AM—St. Julie Room
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room
Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field
Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym

Sat., April 7

Life Group Facilitator Training—3:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Sun., April 8

STM Coffeehouse—10:30 AM—St. Julie Room
The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Easter greetings!
At the core of Ignatian
spirituality, that distinctive way
that Jesuits and their colleagues
experience, understand, and
approach God and the world,
are the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius.

If the Exercises are working as Ignatius intends, and if
God has been gracious to the retreatant, the
retreatant will finish the Exercises not only with an
increased familiarity with Jesus and his ways, but also
and more importantly, with a deep, heartfelt affection
for him and a newfound freedom to love him in all
one’s brothers and sisters.
On this Easter Sunday, my prayer and the prayers of
Fr. Rudy, the other Jesuits living with us, and all the
staff of St. Thomas More Church and School are that
you and your family feel the joy of the risen Jesus. May
he wipe away your tears; may he destroy your fears;
may he heal any injury you may have suffered at the
hands of the Evil One; and may he fill you with hope
for your own rising.

The Exercises are a series of meditations based on
Ignatius’ own experience of his dynamic relationship
with God. They are designed to clear the way for one
to encounter the living Jesus, to freely choose to
accompany him in his work in the world, and to grow
in personal relationship with him. In doing these
Fr. Mark
meditations, the retreatant is expected to pray with all
of oneself, not just by using one’s intellect, but also by
using one’s imagination, one’s emotions, and even
one’s senses, trusting that God is communicating
through each of these.
Ignatius asks the retreatant to use one’s imagination
so as to be present to what Jesus is doing in the
Gospel stories. For example, Ignatius urges that the
retreatant watch closely as Jesus asks the blind
Bartimaeus what he wants from him, and then cures
him of his blindness, or to listen attentively as Jesus
calls Zacchaeus out of the sycamore tree so that he
can have dinner with him. Ignatius asks the retreatant
to be open to the possibility that she will find herself
in the place of Bartimaeus and that Jesus will ask her
what she wants, or that he will find himself in the
place of Zacchaeus and that Jesus will call him out of
the tree and invite him to be his companion.
Accordingly, during the third part of the Exercises,
Ignatius asks the retreatant to “see” the place where
Jesus was crucified, to be with him as he dies, to feel
his sorrow, and to share his anguish and his pain.
Ignatius’ hope is that the retreatant will find herself
sharing Jesus’ experience of death, and that she will
feel a profound intimacy with Jesus as he dies.
Finally, as the retreatant nears the end of the
Exercises, Ignatius asks that he or she meditate on the
resurrection of Jesus. Ignatius tells the retreatant to
ask for the grace to be glad and to rejoice intensely
with the risen Jesus, that is, to be enabled to share in
the joy that Jesus himself must have felt upon being
raised up.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

STM WOMEN'S SPRING RETREAT

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

Women of STM parish and school are invited to a retreat on
Saturday, April 28th from 10:00 AM until 2:30 PM at the
Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA. Louanne Bachner
and Brother Callistus will lead us in a day of reflection
celebrating Easter Joy. We will spend time at the Monastic
Center and Abbey Store as well as attend mid-day prayers in
the Abbey Church at 12:15. Visit the parish website to RSVP
www.stmparishga.org.

RCIA NEWS
Please pray for our RCIA Elect and Candidates! Several of our
students (the "Elect") will receive the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation, and First Communion at the Easter Vigil. Others,
who are already baptized, will be confirmed and receive their
first communion at one of several Sunday Masses during the
Easter season. We have other students, still in RCIA and
preparing to receive their Sacraments of Initiation at a later
date. Please keep all of these men and women in your prayers
— along with their families and sponsors. Also, check out the
RCIA display in the Narthex, where you can see photographs
of our RCIA participants and pick up prayer cards so you can
remember them in your prayers. Thank you — your prayers
make a difference!

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTIONS
April 15
April 29

STM St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Home Missions

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE
STM’s goal for 2018 is $161,900. As of February 28, 2018, STM parishioners have pledged $54,265, or 33.52% of our goal.
Thank you to those who have pledged!
Please, if you have not already done so, complete a pledge card and drop it off at the parish office. If we do not raise the
$161,900, STM must pay the shortfall from parish revenues. Remember, if we exceed our goal, any overage comes back
to STM 100%. If you have any questions, please contact Carol Palmer at cpalme r@stmga.org

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

April 12—Adoration in the AM, 7:30–7:55 AM, Youth Room
April 15 & 22—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM, St. Julie Room/Parish Library, bring $1 per slice for pizza,
Lifeteen/EDGE Meeting, 7:00 PM–8:00 PM Brother Guy from the Vatican Observatory Presentation, Mulhern Hall
April 19—B2: Biscuits & Bibles, 7:25-7:55 AM, Youth Room
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign Up link coming soon.

LIFETEEN:

April 14—DEAM Service Project, 9:45 AM–11:45 AM, DEAM Food Pantry
April 15 & 22—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM, St. Julie Room/Parish Library, bring $1 per slice for pizza,
Lifeteen/EDGE Meeting, 7:00 PM–8:00 PM Brother Guy from the Vatican Observatory Presentation, Mulhern Hall
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign Up link coming soon.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT GIFT OF GRACE

Do you enjoy cooking and fellowship? Parishioners at STM provide dinner and fellowship to the residents of Gift of Grace
on Thursday and Sunday evenings. Gift of Grace is a hospice for women living with HIV/AIDS, run by the Missionaries of
Charity. For details, please email je ngosse tt@gmail.com. Visit the parish website to sign up www.stmgaparish.org

SCHOOL NEWS
CELEBRATING 48 YEARS OF SERVICE FOR MELODY
SUMMERS
Sunday, April 29 right after 9:30 AM Mass
Please spread the word to current and former students,
friends, and parishioners. Come share your appreciation
and memories!

1ST GRADE ACTS OUT WASHING OF FEET

Throughout Lent, Mrs. Anderson's first grade students have
focused on serving others. They read the story of Jesus
washing his disciples' feet on Holy Thursday and Mrs.
Anderson then followed in Jesus’s example by washing the
children’s feet. The children created a list of ideas to serve
others in our school, including: picking up trash, sharing
school supplies with other teachers, writing cards to
teachers, and praying for our school in the Adoration
chapel. We focused on Jesus’s call to help everyone, even if
the work is uncomfortable. The children learned that service
is a way to show others that we love them like Jesus does.

STM SCHOOL SPRING BREAK

STM School will be closed for Spring Break April 2-6, 2018.
Enjoy your time off!

Mrs. Anderson’s first grade class

PARISH LIFE
CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION

April 10, 7pm, Mulhern Hall
The volume of butterflies on the cross in the Narthex reflects how pervasively the issues of
sexual harassment and gender-based injustice have touched our own parish community. All
are invited to continue the conversation on April 10 at 7 pm in Mulhern Hall. Women who wish to
tell their stories will have an open mic forum in which to do so. Men who wish to attend simply to
listen are warmly encouraged to come. For those who wish to remain anonymous or are unable
to attend in person, you may e-mail your story to shareyourstorySTM@gmail.com and it will be
read aloud on April 10.

S FACTOR CALENDAR FOR APRIL

Tue., April 3
Mama Mia at the Aurora Theater— bus leaves at 8:50 AM
Thu., April 5
Trip to the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers 10:00 AM
Fri., April 6
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Tues., April 10 Spring Visitation to homebound/shut-ins meeting 11:00 AM in St. Julie room
Thur., April 12 Lunch at Sun Dial Restaurant then tour of Atlanta Civil Rights Museum 10:00 AM
Fri., April 13
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Fri., April 20
Tai Chi 10:30 AM
Fri., April 20
Emory Concert (FREE) @ Carlos Museum 10:50 AM
Fri., April 20
Movie Night “Murder on Orient Express”
Sat., April 26
Bowling at Comet Pub & Lanes 2:00 PM
Fri., April 27
Tai Chi 10:30 AM

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR TODAY

The annual Eucharistic Congress will take place June 1-2, 2018 at the Georgia International Convention Center (GICC).
Please consider volunteering to be a Eucharistic Congress Coordinator for STM. Please contact Fr. Mark if you are
interested: mhorak@stmga.org.

STM PARISH EMAIL NEWSLETTER

Sign up for our weekly email newsletter stay in touch and gets news and updates delivered to your inbox.
www.stmgaparish.org/about-stm/email-newsletter/

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses) The Nursery is available
during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us
each week! You can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by
Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

COMMUNITY NEWS
IGNATIUS HOUSE COLUMBARIUM - A FINAL RESTING PLACE

The Ignatius House Columbarium is accepting reservations for this sacred final
resting place on the campus of Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. It will be a
place of prayer to contemplate our life’s journey, our own mortality, those who
‘have finished the race,’ and the glorious promise of sharing in Jesus’
resurrection. If you or a loved one is interested in knowing more about the
Ignatius House Columbarium, you can visit our website at IgnatiusHouse.org/
columbarium or send an email to columbarium@ignatiushouse.org and someone
will contact you. If you would like to come visit Ignatius House, please give us a
call at 404.255.0503 to schedule the best time.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF ATLANTA SOIREE
Saturday, April 28th from 6:30 - 11:30 PM at the Fairmont. Evening includes a
catered seated dinner, music, dancing, and silent auction featuring art, tickets
to sporting events, personal indulgences, travel, wine, and more! RSVP at www.catholiccharitiesatlanta.org.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND

April 20-22 and June 15-17. By offering married couples the beautiful experience of a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend, the Catholic Church affirms and supports their chosen vocation—marriage. Take advantage of this great gift to
enhance your relationship and enjoy a love-filled weekend away together. Contact: GATN-wwme.org for the application or
call 678-242-WWME for information.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
BECOME A LIFE GROUP FACILITATOR!

Lead your own small Christian community and cultivate faith and friendship. Facilitation
experience not required! Contact Andy Otto (aotto@stmga.org) to learn more. Upcoming
training: April 7 at 3:15pm. Register for a training here: is.gd/LifeGroupTraining2018

SHARING CHRIST'S JOY: AN EASTER RETREAT

April 6-8
A two-night Silent retreat with guest director Rev. Joe Lingan, SJ at Ignatius House. This retreat will offer scripture,
reflection, quiet and prayer to deepen your experience of Jesus, hope for all humanity: the grace of real joy.
www.ignatiushouse.org | 404.255.0503 6700 | Riverside Dr NW Atlanta, GA 30328

STM COFFEEHOUSE

Religion and Race: The American Catholic Story
Sunday, April 8, 10:45am, St Julie Room
Catholics have been central players in the long history of race and civil rights in the United
States, reaching back to the colonial period and continuing to the present. Dr William Cossen
returns to our Coffeehouse to discuss American Catholicism's roles in slavery, emancipation,
and civil rights in both the North and South from the 1600s to the twenty-first century and
will give participants a chance to reflect on the Catholic Church's potential today to serve as a
voice for racial truth and reconciliation.

STM COFFEEHOUSE

G.K. Chesterton and Catholic Economics
April 15 at 10:45am, Julie Room
How can economics foster local flourishing, treat employees, customers, and the environment
with dignity, and respect the bottom line? Distributism and subsidiarity are hand-in glove
propositions found in the writings of G.K. Chesterton and other Catholic economists who find a
"third way" beyond the shortcomings of globalism, socialism, and capitalism. Come explore how
local economics with a Christian face is on the rise and how self-reliance, profits, ethics, and
property can not only fit-in, but compete with big-box economic models.

FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’

with Br Guy Consolmagno, Director of the Vatican Observatory
April 15, 7pm, Mulhern Hall
Our core beliefs not only determine how we expect the universe to work, they supply
the motivation for the science we do and determine why we choose to be scientists.
This has changed radically from the time of Galileo—when science was still being
invented—to now, when Pope Francis blends science and faith in his encyclical
Laudato Si’. Let us look at the beauty in nature and science and ask ourselves: What is
God revealing to us? Need childcare at the event? Email aotto@stmga.org

INTRODUCING AFRICA

April 22, after the 9:30am Mass, Mulhern Hall
STM parishioners from Africa come from many countries! Come and join us to hear about the Africa we (People of Africa)
know! Let us advocate for a culture of learning and understanding a complete set of facts before forming an opinion
about people who enjoy different cultural and religious practices. Let us promote courtesy and respect by all to all, for
we all are created in the image and likeness of God.

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
o First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after 9:30 AM mass. Join us for our next
brunch on Sun. April 8th after the 9:30 AM mass.
o April 14: YAM Spiritual Hike. Stay tuned for more information.
o April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass

