April 2, 2017 | 5th Sunday of Lent

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org

LENTEN PRAYER SERVICE
Join us for a Lenten Evening Prayer Service – Psalms, Songs, and
Reflections. Tuesday, April 4th at 7:00 PM in the Church.

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 9
PALM SUNDAY
5:30 PM
Vigil Mass
8:00 AM
Mass
9:30 AM
Mass
12:00 Noon Mass
5:30 PM
Mass

Monday, April 10
5:30 PM
Mass
Tuesday, April 11
5:00 PM
Chrism Mass at the
Cathedral of Christ the King
Wednesday, April 12
5:30 PM
Mass
Thursday, April 13
HOLY THURSDAY
7:00 PM
Mass of the Lord’s
Supper

Friday, April 14
GOOD FRIDAY
3:00 PM
Stations of the Cross
7:00 PM
The Passion of our
Lord
Saturday, April 15
EASTER VIGIL
11:00 AM
Blessing of Food
(Chapel)
8:30 PM Mass
(No Confessions on Holy Saturday)
Sunday, April 16
EASTER SUNDAY
7:30 AM
Mass
9:00 AM
Mass
10:30 AM
Mass
12:00 Noon Mass
(No 5:30 PM Mass on Easter
Sunday

STM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HABITAT PROJECT
St. Thomas More Church is co-sponsoring a new house build through
Habitat for Humanity/DeKalb. STM will be responsible for providing worker
volunteers, including a couple persons each work day to organize the food
for the volunteers. We need volunteers on each of the first four Saturdays in
April, beginning on April 1. Sign up and get more information on the parish
website.
This Habitat project is possible largely through a generous financial gift to
Habitat by STM. Your hands-on commitment will nicely supplement that
financial gift. If you have further questions, contact Greg Amoroso at:
lgjb209@gmail.com.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, April 3, 2017
5:30 PM James and Loretta Coyle †
Katherine Gartin †

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, April 4, 2017
5:30 PM Douglas Landry †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, April 5, 2017
5:30 PM Randall Kicklighter †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

THURSDAY, April 6, 2017
5:30 PM Mary Lu Luongo
FRIDAY, April 7, 2017
5:30 PM Kathleen O’Sullivan
Please pray for those who are sick:
Helen Hayes, grandmother of Tina Guyden

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager
vds@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org

Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
This past Sunday, which marked
the mid-point of the Lenten
season, more than 100
parishioners ranging in age
from 5 years to – well, much
older – gathered in the STM
gym to prepare food packages
for delivery to the poor in
Burkina Faso. This “Helping
Hands” project, which was part
of our parish-sponsored Lenten
program, was organized and managed by Catholic
Relief Services, the American Catholic Church’s
outreach effort overseas. In about two and a half
hours, these 100+ parishioners packed and sealed
and boxed up enough food to serve 10,000 meals.
It was a sight to see! Thank you, all who
participated.
As you know, the Church’s tradition going back to
our Jewish roots is that we repent during Lent, that
is, that we “turn back” to God, in three ways:
1) prayer, 2) fasting, and 3) almsgiving. Almsgiving
can be more broadly understood to include service,
or care of others, especially the poor and other
needy. The persons who participated in the
“Helping Hands” project were doing precisely this.
STM offers several parish-sponsored opportunities
to do almsgiving and service, both during Lent and
outside of the Lenten season. We have longstanding
relationships with a number of organizations that
provide direct service to the poor, some of them in
the Atlanta area, and others in other countries.
Some of these, like our own Martha’s Ministry
program, which hosts receptions for families and
friends after funeral services at STM, serve our own
parishioners. Others, like our ministry to the sick at
Jerusalem House, our ministry to the poor in
Jamaica and Haiti, and our care of the hungry and
homeless through the Decatur Emergency
Assistance Ministry (DEAM), serve persons far
beyond our parish community.
In addition to various forms of direct service, STM
gives substantial financial support to many local and
international charitable organizations. Our local St.
Vincent de Paul chapter receives the full proceeds
from the monthly St. VdP second collections at STM.
This amounts to roughly $50,000 each year, virtually
St. VdP’s entire annual budget.

In addition, your generous financial gifts to the
parish made it possible for us to resettle a refugee
family from the Central African Republic in the
Clarkston area; to purchase badly needed medical
equipment for ServeHaiti’s health clinic in
Grand-Bois, Haiti; to co-sponsor a new Habitat for
Humanity house for a low-income family in Lithonia
(construction will begin this month – volunteer
workers are needed); to provide a new roof for the
Good Shepherd Home of the Missionaries of the
Poor for orphaned children in Uganda; to provide
emergency relief and much needed security for the
children, many of them disabled, who attend the
Jesuits’ secondary school in South Sudan; and to
support the education of four STM parishioners –
Nala, Amber, Tanya, and Nishimwe - at Cristo Rey
High School in Atlanta. In each of these six cases,
STM’s financial gift financed projects that might not
have been possible were it not for your generosity.
Whether you serve in STM-sponsored initiatives or
in projects and programs in your own
neighborhood, you proclaim God’s love for the
world. He comes alive in you.
Thank you!
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and
in need of the community’s prayers and support. The
anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.
There will be no baptisms scheduled during Lent in
anticipation of the baptisms of our catechumens at the
Easter Vigil.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at STM
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and
Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
On the third, fourth, and fifth Sundays in Lent we will be
celebrating the Scrutinies, which together form one of the
oldest rites in Catholic history. Historically, these rites were
an essential step in preparing for the Sacraments of
Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Communion. When
adult baptisms became rare, the Scrutinies were
condensed and incorporated into the Rite of Baptism still
used with infants and small children: the rite begins with
the parents and Godparents renouncing evil and turning
once again to God in faith.
RCIA (The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) has
restored the ancient practice of the Scrutinies, which
combines silence, prayer, and the laying on of hands to
support those who are preparing to receive the
sacraments. The theme of the scrutinies is turning from
darkness to light, from death to life, from sickness to
health. Please join with us as we continue to pray for those
who are preparing to receive the sacraments, as well as
their sponsors and teachers.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and
ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend to your
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.
LITURGY NOTES—
We begin the month of April celebrating the scrutiny with
the elect, praying that they will be freed from the spirit of
evil and give witness to new life in Christ. The elect will
hear the Gospel from John in a special way on the Fifth
Sunday of Lent as they anticipate their Baptism. But the
words of the Gospel account of Jesus raising Lazarus may
bring each member of the assembly to reflect on how sin
has bound them, and how Christ can release them from
that bondage. “untie him and let him go” is a powerful
command as all of us seek to let go of what holds us back
from our relationship with God.
After the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we proceed from singing
hosanna on Palm Sunday to immersing ourselves in the
Paschal Mystery, as feet are washed at the Evening Mass
of the Lord’s Supper, the cross is venerated on Good
Friday, and the Easter fire is lit on Holy Saturday. We
listen to salvation history during the readings of Easter
Vigil, contemplating how God has entered our lives
during the deaths and risings that have occurred since
we last gathered with lighted candles.
Pastoral Liturgy….Rev. J. Philip Horrigan

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues April 4

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues April 4

Lenten Prayer Service 7:00 PM Church

Tues April 4

RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Wed April 5

Bridge 2:00 pm Parish Library

Wed April 5

KofC 4th Degree Mtg 6:30 PM St. Julie Rm

Thurs April 6

Cancer Sewing Group 9:00 AM St. Julie Rm

Sun April 9

RCIA dismissal St. Julie Room 9:30 AM

Sun April 9

The Word – Parish Library 10:30: AM

Sun April 9

Croatian Mass 2:00 PM

Sun April 9

Youth Group Meeting 6:30 PM

Mon April 10

Baptism Class 7:00 PM Parish Library

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
 Lifeteen meets April 9th – 8th grade move up to Lifeteen night.
 SERVICE OPPORTUNITY with the AIDS Ministry—Sign up on the parish website to help at the Easter Party at the
Jerusalem House. Sunday, April 9th from 12:30-3 PM.
 No Lifeteen April 16th. Happy Easter!
 Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 EDGE meets April 9th.
 Biscuits & Bibles in the Youth Room 7:30 – 7:55 AM on April 14th.
 No EDGE April 16th. Happy Easter!
 Ignatius House EDGE retreat is Sunday, April 23rd from 2:00 - 7:00 PM.

PARISH GIVING

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION

STM is collecting food and
diapers for the
Missionaries of the Poor in
Kingston, Jamaica, during
this Lenten season. The
Brothers joyfully house,
feed, clothe and provide
medical care for mentally
and physically ill children,
women and men of Kingston. Can you help? This
year we are collecting: Dry pinto beans, spaghetti, and
diapers – adult medium and children's size 2 and up. Please
place your gifts in the bins in the narthex anytime through
April 7. STM has always been generous to the Brothers and
those they serve. God Bless You!
THANK YOU STM!!
So far over 700 pounds of dried beans have been collected
and boxed up for shipping!
With a couple of weeks left, let’s see if we can reach 1,000
pounds!! Check the poster in the narthex for the current
count.
Keep shopping! God Bless you for your generosity!

SECOND COLLECTION

The second collection on April 8-9 is for the Holy Land. Your
donation will help care for the poor, educate young people,
protect the holy shrines, conduct pastoral ministries, and
keep Christianity alive!

CCA REFUGEE TUTORING:

Tuesdays and Thursdays; 2:30-4:30 PM; Indian Creek
Elementary School, Clarkston. Many refugee students need
help with schoolwork. Catholic Charities Atlanta volunteer
tutors work with small groups of students to help with
homework, studying and practicing English. Mentoring
sessions will be through the end of the school year in May.
Volunteers attend mandatory orientation and receive
additional three-hour training on child abuse. Training held
at Catholic Charities Northlake Office, 2305 Parklake Drive,
Ste. 150, Bldg. 9, Atlanta. Contact: Margaret Prickett at
mprickett@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org or 404-920-7785.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Thanks to all who have responded to the Archbishop's
Annual Appeal. Our Goal for this year is $127,300. To
meet our goal we need the support of our whole parish. If
you have not made your gift already, please do so soon.
Envelopes are available in the narthex or the parish office.

WALKING WITH PURPOSE

A special heartfelt thanks to Angela Laughter who
successfully led a 'women's walking with purpose'
Study group for 22 weeks. Thanks also to our tireless
Hospitality ladies and our small group table leaders!

SIGN UP TO REGISTER OR VOLUNTEER AT VBS

Registration is now open for Vacation Bible School campers
on the parish website. The camp is July 10-14th 9:00 AM12:00 noon for rising Kindergarten through rising 7th
grade. Adult Volunteer Leaders are needed - WE NEED
YOU to make this a success! Your child attends FREE of
charge if you volunteer to be a leader. Rising 8th graders
and older can sign up to be helpers. Sign up on the parish
web site or contact Elaine Phillips for more info
ephillips@stmga.org

EASTER EGG HUNT

Bring your basket! The annual Easter
Egg Hunt for the children of STM up
to age eight will be held on the
grounds of the church on Holy
Saturday, April 15th beginning at
11:15 AM. Rain or Shine. Please
enter from the big parking lot.
Sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus.
Take a moment to wish a warm welcome to the
Martoungou family while your children hunt for eggs.
The Martoungou’s arrived last month from Central Africa
Republic via Catholic Charities refugee resettlement
program.

ATTENTION 9TH GRADE PARENTS

The 2018 Confirmation Preparation Program will be
changing starting with next year's class. Instead of Sunday
afternoon Confirmation classes, the program will consist of
2 retreats and one service project. The retreat dates are
Sunday, Oct. 29th 1:00 PM-7:00 PM and Sunday, January
21, 2018 1:00 PM-7:00 PM, both at Ignatius House. Please
mark your calendars now! Since these are the only 2 dates
we will meet, attendance is mandatory at both retreats.
More information coming!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The next Knights of Columbus meeting will be on Monday,
April 10th, 8:00 PM in the Youth Room (in the Gym).

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
LOVED THE WEDDING

Invite Me To The Marriage, Love, God A Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) Weekend can help you do that! The
Weekend is 44 hours where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores and phones...and focus on each other.
Take this message as a sign and decide to experience a WWME Weekend where you will experience greater depth,
growth and enrichment in your relationship. Enjoy this opportunity to talk and listen to that special person who loves
you! Decide now to enrich your relationship by attending the next Weekend, which is scheduled for April 21-23 at the
Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling
678-242-WWME.

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS COORDINATOR

The Eucharistic Congress is scheduled for June 16th & 17th at the GA International Convention Center. Over the years, we
have found that our coordinators play a vital role in assisting their busy parish, mission and/or school with the important
tasks. If you would like to see the responsibilities go to http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators. If you have any questions,
please call 404-920-6800 or email communications@archatl.com.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA SOIRÉE

Sat., April 22; 6:30-11:30 PM; Georgia Aquarium, 225 Baker St., NW, Atlanta. Catholic Charities Atlanta invites the public to
join the celebration of a “Decade of Help & Hope” at the 10th annual CCA Soirée. This event will feature a silent auction,
seated dinner by Wolfgang Puck and music by Rupert’s Orchestra. More than 500 individuals will come together to raise
awareness about the life-changing services that Catholic Charities provides. Tickets are available now. Contact: Lisa
McLean at 404-920-7758 or e mcle an@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org for tickets.

STM SCHOOL ACCEPTANCE LETTERS MAILED

Acceptance letters were mailed out on March 31, 2017, to all who applied to Saint Thomas More Catholic
School. Applicants have until April 13, 2017, to notify the school of their decision and to pay the enrollment
deposit. If you have any questions about the process, please contact Admissions Director, Eileen Maron at
404-373-8456 or EKM@stmga.org.

STM SCHOOL EVENING OF THE ARTS

Save the date for Evening of the Arts at STM School – Friday, April 28, 2017. The program will feature artwork
from students in grades K-8 along with performances by the beginning and advanced band, chorus, color
guard, dance, handbells, and ukuleles. The 8th Grade students will be performing their class song. The program
begins at 6:30 PM in the gym.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
KEEPING LENT ~ DAY OF REFLECTION

POPE FRANCIS’ APRIL PRAYER INTENTIONS

April 5th 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM at Ignatius House 6700
Riverside Dr. NW Atlanta 30328. Before Holy Week begins,
come and experience the peace and pause of what these
40 days have meant for you and your companionship with
the Lord. This day of prayer will include liturgy, times for
silence and a healthful, satisfying lunch. Cost $50. Register
online at our website www.ignatiushouse.org or phone
404-255-0503.

Young People
That young people may respond generously to their
vocations and seriously consider offering themselves to
God in the priesthood or consecrated life.

FIVE-DAY RETREAT INTO HOLY WEEK
April 7-13; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700
Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. This journey into Holy Week
retreat offers a deeper experience with extended silence
and solitude. Each retreatant will meet daily with a spiritual
director, determine a customized prayer schedule, and
may choose to participate in daily liturgy. This call to go
deeper may assist in making a significant decision or in
growing in intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. Contact:
www.ignatiushouse.org to register or 404-255-0503 for
information.

ROAD TO EMMAUS RETREAT
April 21-23; Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center, 6700
Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta. Retreat director is Jesuit
Father Joe Schad. The retreat revisits the events of the first
Easter Sunday, along with the post-Resurrection narratives,
accompanying the disciples as they encounter Jesus.
Themes will explore God’s abiding love, Pope Francis’
reflections on Divine Mercy, the power and importance of
story in Scripture, discernment and Ignatian prayer
practices. Contact: www.ignatiushouse .org or
404-255-0503.

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

