
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         April 5th, 2020—Palm Sunday 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

A Prayer Amid an Epidemic 
By Kerry Weber 

 
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease 
and illness.”  At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid 
now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may  
experience your healing love. 
 
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and 
health through quality medical care. 
 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and  
neighbors from helping one another. 
 
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease 
that knows no borders. 
 
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and 
sorrow. Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest 
with you in your eternal peace. 
 
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and 
grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace. 
 
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who 
seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. May they know your protection and peace. 
 
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity 
and true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. 
Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help  
prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as 
they work together to achieve it on earth. 
 
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering 
from this illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and 
mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace. 
 
Jesus Christ, heal us. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Please pray for those who have recently died: 
Marion Elizabeth (Betty) Whitenack, mother of parishioner 
Kris Gordon  
 
Due to the discontinued Mass schedule, we are unable to 
honor the Mass intentions you may have requested. 

We plan to reschedule the intentions when Masses are  
resumed.  Thanks for your understanding. 

 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 The Church is open for private prayer from 9–4 Monday through Saturday and 9-12 
Noon on Sunday. 

 Confessions will be heard from 4-5 on Friday & Saturday. 

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

STM’ parishioner Monica LaBelle offers a reflection this week in 
place of Fr. Mark’s usual column.  
 
The amusing television quiz game show “Are You Smarter 
Than A Fifth Grader?” poses questions from elementary-
school textbooks to adults, who must answer them correctly 
in order to be deemed “smarter than a fifth grader” and win 
prize money.   

My household over the last couple of weeks has become 
more of a reality-TV version of that show’s lighthearted 
premise.  My own fifth grader, whose classroom is suddenly 
a laptop computer and my dining room table, has questions 
for me on everything from the Cuban Missile Crisis to  
surface area calculation to prepositional phrases.  His  
brothers have questions, too. The answers are not all on the 
tip of my tongue. I am not smarter than a fifth grader, as it 
turns out. And I have to get dinner started…and tend to my 
full-time job virtually from the next room...and the list goes 
on.  As daunting as it is, there is little space to exhibit anger 
or impatience with the impossibility of it all—because I don’t 
get to drop my children off at school anymore and then lose 
my temper in the car once I have driven out of earshot of 
them. They are always home now, always watching me, and 
they need calm reassurance from me more than they need 
to grasp pre-algebra.  

It is tempting to compare myself to my neighbors and  
co-workers and imagine that I have it harder than they do. 
Surely my childless co-worker who can take an hour-long 
conference call anytime without little voices interrupting has 
it easier than I do. Surely my introverted, quiet sister is 
struggling with physical distancing less than I am. But such 
comparisons are neither accurate nor helpful.  

For every household full of kids who each have different 
needs to tend to, there is another household with an only 
child bereft of any playmates. 

For every person who is overwhelmed trying to teach and 
occupy children while teleworking, there is another who is 
alone and restless.  

For every person whose job just got more difficult, another 
person is out of a job. 

The one thing that seems universal about everyone’s  
experience is that no one person’s routine is what it was two 
weeks ago. Every single one of us is facing change and  
uncertainty.  

Craving the comfort of the usual in the face of the unusual, I 
sat down with my children to livestream Sunday Mass the 
other day. We sang together and uttered the responses, as 
we normally would—but of course it just wasn’t the same.  

Nothing stood out to me that day more than the presider’s 
final words: “go forth and love and serve the Lord and one 
another.” How do we ‘go forth,’ I wondered, when the  
wisdom seems to be to stay home? Can we love and serve 
one another from a physical distance?  

We can. 

We can try our best to keep calm. It is harder to do right 
now than usual. But it is invaluable. 

We can check in with one another. I have heard from more 
far-flung friends and next-door neighbors in the last two 
weeks than I have in years, inquiring about my family’s 
health and well-being.  It is welcome and a reminder to me 
that it is easy to do.  

We can be kind to and gentle with one another.  The  
present moment has created stressors for everyone we 
know. We can offer smiles from a distance, at no cost. 

We can let older people know that we care, that no one is 
alone in this.  I wrote a letter this week to my grandmother 
who cannot receive visits at her assisted-living facility.  My 
son drew a cheery picture for an older neighbor who lives 
alone. My teenaged neighbor treated us to a cello recital 
from her porch. 

We can let parents of little ones know of our support and 
solidarity.  We may not be able to offer to take their small 
children to the playground for a bit of respite for the  
parents. But it is easy to pick up an extra gallon of milk at 
the grocery store and spare them the trip.  

We may have to adjust how we love and serve one another 
safely in these times. We may have to do so with fewer  
resources at our disposal than usual.  But it has never been 
more important to maintain the threads of our community 
even as we refrain from physically gathering.  We need not 
be smarter than a fifth grader to get creative in figuring how 
to be men and women for others without ‘going forth.’       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



PALMS FOR PALM SUNDAY 
A small number of palms will be blessed at our 
Sunday morning Mass.  These will be left on a table in 
the narthex for parishioners who wish to take them.  A 
larger number of palms will be blessed and distributed 
at a future “to be determined” date.  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY  
Donate to STM online: stmgaparish.org/giving 

 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
April 5—Palm Sunday - Holy Land  
April 10—Good Friday - Missionaries of the Poor  
April 12—Easter - Archdiocesan Seminarians  
 

SUPPORT THE ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL  
Your gift impacts more than 1,000,000 Catholics  
Your gift will benefit not only the larger Church of Atlanta, 
but also our parish. We are grateful to you for your support 
of our parish family. Please make sure to designate St. 
Thomas More as your parish. donate.archatl.com  
 

PARISH FINANCES 

CRITICAL NEED BLOOD DRIVE AT STM 

Emory Healthcare and STM will host a blood drive on Monday 
and Tuesday, April 6 and 7 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM in  
Mulhern Hall (enter the STM parking lot from Trinity Place  
between West Ponce and Water Street)  
 
Presenting donors will receive a $5 Amazon Gift Card  

To schedule an appointment, log onto redcrossblood.org and 
enter sponsor code: sttmcc  

 Please eat iron-rich meals and drink plenty of water  

 Don’t forget your picture ID  

 To save 10-15 minutes of donation time, complete  
rapidpass (day of the drive) at  
www.redcrossblood.org/rapidpass  
 

KINO BORDER INITIATIVE UPDATE 

The construction of a new kitchen facility at the Kino Border  
Initiative, which was partially financed through a major gift 
from STM parishioners, is now complete and is serving the 
migrant population along the US-Mexico border. Fr. Sean Car-
roll, S.J., the Director of Kino, thanks STM.  
 
 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

STM VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
Register your child (PK-rising 4th grader) for STM’s VBS! This FREE program will be held from June 22-26, 9AM-Noon. 
Visit www.stmgaparish.org/vbs2020 to register today. There will be a limited number of spots open. 

HOME LEARNING EXTENDED—CONTINUING  

TO ENGAGE STUDENTS AT HOME 
Along with the other schools in the Atlanta Archdiocese, 
STM’s Home Learning Plan has been extended through 
April 17th. We are incredibly proud of the dedication of our 
teachers and staff and grateful for the support of parents 
during the transition into Home Learning. 
 
We miss our students terribly, and even though we’re  
separated by distance, we are together in spirit. “Where two 
or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  
– Matthew 18:20 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A VIRTUAL HELLO 
A virtual hi to all of you from the teachers and staff at 
STM! This photo shows how we’re staying connected AND 
safe. We are praying for your families and are hoping you 
are well. Much love from all of us here to all of you.     

STAY INFORMED  

Keep up to date on YAM and any young-adult program cancellations on our GroupMe to connect with other young adults 
and plan get-togethers. Just contact aotto@stmga.org to join.  

SCHOOL NEWS 

PARISH LIFE 

STM TO LIVESTREAM MASSES  

STM will livestream Mass Mondays through Fridays at noon, and on Sundays at 9:30 
AM. To participate in the Mass in real time, go to The Atlanta Jesuit Community You 
Tube Channel: www.youtube.com/channel/UC7Wb3tQE8958cowptQM6kOA.   
 

To access the Mass later in the day, watch on the parish website:  
www.stmgaparish.org/latest-news/daily-mass-from-stm/   
 

SERVIUM IS HERE TO SERVE  

Need help with groceries, medications or just some encouraging words from a fellow 
parishioner during COVID-19? Call the parish office for help: 404-378-4588. 
 

WAY STATIONS FOR A PILGRIM CHURCH 

Read this article by STM parishioner Susan Bigelow Reynolds online at: 
www.commonwealmagazine.org/way-stations-pilgrim-church. Susan is a professor at 
Candler School of Theology and has preached at STM on at least one occasion. 
 

Flannery says,  

“where is everybody?” 

mailto:aotto@stmga.org?subject=Join%20GroupMe
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