
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         April 12th, 2020—Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

Two of the fingers on his right hand  
had been broken  
 

so when he poured back into that hand it surprised 
him—it hurt him at first.  
 

And the whole body was too small. Imagine  
the sky trying to fit into a tunnel carved into a hill.  
 

He came into it two ways:  
From the outside, as we step into a pair of pants.  
 

And from the center—suddenly all at once.  
Then he felt himself awake in the dark, alone.    
 

From The Kingdom of Ordinary Time  
by Marie Howe 

This workshop will be held online.  
See page 5 of the bulletin for more information. 

STM will livestream Mass Mondays through Fridays  
at noon, and on Sundays at 9:30am. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
Please pray for those who have recently died: 
John Thomas Craciun, father of STM school teacher, Jon Paul 
Craciun 
 
Due to the discontinued Mass schedule, we are unable to 
honor the Mass intentions you may have requested. 

We plan to reschedule the intentions when Masses are  
resumed.  Thanks for your understanding. 

 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 

 The church and other parish buildings are closed for all public purposes effective 
immediately and for the indefinite future.  

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  

Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Easter greetings! 
 
At the core of Ignatian spirituality, that distinctive way 
that Jesuits and our colleagues experience,  
understand, and approach God and the world, are the 
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. 
 
The Exercises are a series of meditations based on  
Ignatius’ own experience of his dynamic relationship 
with God. They are designed to clear the way for one 
to encounter the living Jesus, to freely choose to  
accompany him in his work in the world, and to grow 
in personal relationship with him. In doing these  
meditations, the retreatant is expected to pray with all 
of oneself, not just by using one’s intellect, but also by 
using one’s imagination, one’s emotions, and even 
one’s senses, trusting that God is communicating 
through each of these. 
 
Ignatius asks the retreatant to use one’s imagination 
so as to be present to what Jesus is doing in the  
Gospel stories.  For example, Ignatius urges that the 
retreatant watch closely as Jesus asks the blind  
Bartimaeus what he wants from him, and then cures 
him of his blindness, or to listen attentively as Jesus 
calls Zacchaeus out of the sycamore tree so that he 
can have dinner with him. Ignatius asks the retreatant 
to be open to the possibility that she will find herself in 
the place of Bartimaeus and that Jesus will ask her 
what she wants, or that he will find himself in the place 
of Zacchaeus and that Jesus will call him out of the tree 
and invite him to be his companion. 
 
Accordingly, during the third part of the Exercises ,  
Ignatius asks the retreatant to “see” the place where 
Jesus was crucified, to be with him as he dies, to feel 
his sorrow, and to share his anguish and his pain.  
Ignatius’ hope is that the retreatant will find herself 
sharing Jesus’ experience of death, and that she will 
feel a profound intimacy with Jesus as he dies. 
 
Finally, as the retreatant nears the end of the  
Exercises, Ignatius asks that he or she meditate on the  
resurrection of Jesus. Ignatius tells the retreatant to 
ask for the grace to be glad and to rejoice intensely 
with the risen Jesus, that is, to be enabled to share in 
the joy that Jesus himself must have felt upon being 
raised up. 
 
 
 
 
 

If the Exercises  are working as Ignatius intends, and if 
God has been gracious to the retreatant, the  
retreatant will finish the Exercises  not only with an  
increased familiarity with Jesus and his ways, but also 
and more importantly, with a deep, heartfelt affection 
for him and a newfound freedom to love him in all 
one’s brothers and sisters.   
 
On this Easter Sunday, my prayer and the prayers of 
Fr. Tim, the other Jesuits at STM, and all the staff of St. 
Thomas More Church and School are that you and 
your family feel deeply the joy of the risen Jesus. May 
he wipe away your tears; may he destroy your fears; 
may he heal any injury you may have suffered at the 
hands of the Evil One; and may he fill you with hope 
for your own rising. 
 
Fr. Mark 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



PALMS FOR PALM SUNDAY 
A small number of palms will be blessed at our 
Sunday morning Mass.  These will be left on a table in 
the narthex for parishioners who wish to take them.  A 
larger number of palms will be blessed and distributed 
at a future “to be determined” date.  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY  
Donate to STM online: stmgaparish.org/giving 

 
 
 

PARISH FINANCES 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY 
During this time of extreme uncertainty, we are receiving more 
requests for help than usual from neighbors who are  
struggling.  Please remember to make your monthly donation 
to the STM Chapter of the St. Vincent dePaul Society.  You can 
mail your envelope to St. Thomas More Church, 636 W Ponce 
de Leon Ave, Decatur, GA 30030, OR take a walk to the church 
and drop your envelope/donation in the Mail bin at the front 
door of the rectory. 
 

LENTEN SOLIDARITY LUNCH UPDATE 
On Sunday, April 5, the Social Justice Committee had intended 
to host Roxana Chicas, PhD, RN, for a Lenten Solidarity Lunch. 
Roxana is an immigrant from El Salvador who just earned her 
PhD in nursing from Emory University and works closely with 
migrant farm workers. She has a powerful story the Georgia 
Bulletin wrote about a couple of years ago (see article here: 
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/12/atlanta-nurse-
helping-others-while-immigration-status-in-limbo/). Although 
the event had to be canceled due to social distancing, Roxana 
wrote a note to our community below: 
 

Dear Friends: 
I want to commend you for your commitment to learning 
about marginalized and vulnerable populations even during a 
time we all feel vulnerable. COVID-19 is shining a light on the hard 
work that goes on, day in, day out, by immigrant agricultural 
workers to health care workers. Six million immigrant workers are 
at the frontlines of keeping US residents healthy and fed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to the value immigrants  
contribute to our culture, society, faith, and personal  
relationships, COVID-19 is proving what many already know: the 
US cannot function without the contributions made by immigrant 
workers.  
 

While I know that we may have fear and anxiety due to the public 
health crisis we are experiencing, I feel hope and gratitude to the 
St. Thomas More parish for the creative ways it is avoiding  
isolation even while honoring social distancing and social justice. 
Together, let us look forward with renewed hope, confidence in 
God’s presence in all things, and determination to keep using our 
God given gifts to serve others. 
 

In solidarity, 
Roxana 

FIRST COMMUNION 
We'll generate a new signup for reception of the Blessed  
Sacrament as soon as public Mass suspension is lifted. We will 
not enforce a timeline; children will be able to receive  
throughout the summer months, and well into the fall, if  
necessary. If you have further questions, please contact  
Stewart Voegtlin at svoegtlin@stmga.org.   
 

STM YOUTH 
Youth formation continues with the aid of parents and virtual 
check-ins. All registered youth families  receive a weekly  
lectionary-based worksheet, with the week's reading and  
discussion prompts. We hope you'll use this as a way to engage 
your children and share your faith with them. We also meet 
"virtually" each Sunday for a half hour or more. Links are  
distributed via email and posted on the STM Youth Facebook 
page.  

YOUTH NEWS 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/12/atlanta-nurse-helping-others-while-immigration-status-in-limbo/
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/12/atlanta-nurse-helping-others-while-immigration-status-in-limbo/
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/12/atlanta-nurse-helping-others-while-immigration-status-in-limbo/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH LIFE 

STM TO LIVESTREAM MASSES  

STM will livestream Mass Mondays through Fridays at noon, and on Sundays 
at 9:30 AM. To participate in the Mass in real time, go to The Atlanta Jesuit 
Community You Tube Channel: www.youtube.com/channel/
UC7Wb3tQE8958cowptQM6kOA.   
 

To access the Mass later in the day, watch on the parish website:  
www.stmgaparish.org/latest-news/daily-mass-from-stm/   
 

SERVIAM IS HERE TO SERVE  

Need help with groceries, medications or just some encouraging words from 
a fellow parishioner? Call the parish office for help: 404-378-4588. 
 
 
 

WHAT IS GOD’S WILL? 

April 22 – May 6, Wednesdays, 7:00 PM, $10, class will be he ld online  

The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but discerning between good choices! This workshop 
will lay out all the tools of Ignatian discernment and invite participants to bring their own decision-making “case studies” for 
the group to grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for all life decisions, examine his famous Rules for the Discern-
ment of Spirits, and explore various methods of bringing out decisions to prayer. Participants will be equipped with tools to 
discern future decisions more confidently. 

Attendance at all 3 sessions is imperative as each week builds on the previous. 

Register Now: https://www.cognitoforms.com/StThomasMoreChurch1/stmadultfaithformationeducation  

Robert Ryan, a kindergartener at STM School and the son 
of Steven & Pam Ryan, sent Fr. Mark a special letter. 

SPRING BREAK AND HOLY WEEK - FOR THE GREATER GOOD 
This week during Holy Week, our school was on spring break. We asked ourselves how can we offer hope, faith, and  
charity to our community?  How can we offer MORE “For the Greater Good”?  Our answer was to create a list of  
suggestions for parents and children to do together over the break to put our faith into action and truly make Spring 
Break a Holy Week! Download the list: www.stmgaparish.org/spring_break_activities  

SCHOOL NEWS 

HAPPY EASTER FROM OUR STM SCHOOL  

FAMILIES TO YOURS!     

ADULT FAITH 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7Wb3tQE8958cowptQM6kOA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7Wb3tQE8958cowptQM6kOA
http://www.stmgaparish.org/latest-news/daily-mass-from-stm/
http://www.stmgaparish.org/
http://www.stmgaparish.org/spring_break_activities

