April 15, 2018—3rd Sunday of Easter
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM

PLEASE WELCOME THE NEWEST MEMBERS
OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY!

Congratulations!

SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM

Four adults, one teenager, and two children received the Sacraments of Initiation
at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, March 31. Delaney Blackshear, Christopher
Brodnax, Ben Moore, Albert Reynolds, Julie Stewart, and Julie's children, Ian and
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING Eva Stewart, were baptized; and all except for Ian and Eva were also confirmed
9:30 AM and Noon Masses
and received their first communion. (Continued on page 7)
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’
April 15th at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall

Br. Guy Consolmagno, S.J., Director of the
Vatican Observatory will deliver a lecture about
astronomy as worship.
(See page 7 for more details.)

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, April 16
Tuesday, April 17
Wednesday April 18
Thursday, April 19
Friday, April 20

Bridget O’Leary †
Donna Weise †
David Wells †
Wilda Elliott †
Lawrence Kubik
Francis Castellino †
Edna L. Washington †
Denis Dunn †

Please pray for those who are sick:
Lawrence Kubik
Anne Lewis, parishioner
Please pray for those who have died:
William Marshall Murphey, father-in-law of Ansley Murphey
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as a
parishioner.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org and
in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. Complete
the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any
Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during normal
business hours.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., April 17

RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
Catechist/CORE Holy Hour—7:00 PM—Chapel
RCIA Group—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Wed., April 18

Introduction to Catholicism Book Study with Fr. Mark—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs., April 19

Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room
Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field
Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym

Fri., April 20

S Factor Movie Night—7:00 PM St. Julie Room

Sun., April 22

Introducing Africa Event—10:30 AM—Mulhern Hall
The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library
EDGE & Lifeteen meetings, youth mass, dinner

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
At the STM Coffeehouse after the
9:30 AM Mass this past Sunday
morning, Bill Cossen, an STM
parishioner and historian who
specializes in the history of the
Catholic Church in America, led
other parishioners in a
conversation about the role the
Catholic Church has played in
shaping race relations in America.
Bill pointed out that the Church’s
role over the centuries has been a mix of both positive and
negative. While some Church leaders have been exemplary
in their promotion of racial equality and civil rights, other
Catholic leaders, including some bishops, have publicly
defended racial segregation. Bill stated that individual
bishops’ positions on relations between the different races
often reflected the political and cultural positions that
prevailed in the region where they served. Bill concluded
that perhaps this reflected the Church’s desire to “fit in” and
be perceived as more American than “Roman.” In other
words, Church leaders sometimes – perhaps even
unwittingly - decided political and social questions based
on the prevailing political ideology, rather than on the
Gospel. Moral judgments were informed by political beliefs,
rather than morality informing political judgments.

health care. And vice versa. The doctrinal whole requires a
broad, consistent view of justice, which—when it is faithfully
applied—cuts across the categories and clichés of
American politics.”
Gerson concludes: “Of course, American Catholics routinely
ignore Catholic social thought. But at least they have it.
Evangelicals lack a similar tradition of their own to
disregard.”
Our Catholic Church does indeed have a centuries-long
intellectual tradition that allows the consistent application
of broad Scripturally-based moral prescriptions, e.g., “when
someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn the other
one to him as well,” to specific, real life situations. Some
have described this tradition -- Catholic social teaching, if
you will -- as “Catholicism’s best kept secret,” one we can be
proud of. Yet relatively few Catholics seem to know about
it, and fewer still seem to apply it in making political choices.
Copies of a summary of this social teaching are available in
the pamphlet racks in the narthex. They can also be found
on the US Catholic Bishops’ website at: http://
www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholicsocial-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm.
I truly intend that Catholic social teaching, not partisan
political beliefs, inform our own STM social justice and faith
formation programs so that our parishioners have a faith
basis on which to make specific political and social
judgments that are consistent with Catholic teaching.
Having people like Bill Cossen speak to us was just one
small piece of this, but there are many others. For
instance, parishioner Joel Peddle will speak at this
morning’s (April 15) Coffeehouse about a Catholic approach
to economics. Tonight (April 15) at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall,
Br. Guy Consolmagno, S.J., an internationally-known
astronomer and the Director of the Vatican Observatory,
will describe how, in the Catholic intellectual tradition, faith
and science complement one another in helping us to
understand and love God and God’s creation. And on April
22, several of our African-born parishioners will help us
better understand and appreciate the complexity of African
culture.

This tendency to let conventional political thinking shape
one’s moral thinking is not unusual. We all do this at times,
though we might hope for more of our political and
religious leaders. I recently read a fascinating article by
Michael Gerson in the April 2018 issue of The Atlantic
entitled, “The Last Temptation.” In this article, Gerson offers
his assessment of why many, if not most, contemporary
Evangelical Christians align themselves with certain political
positions and politicians that most main stream Protestants
and Catholics would say are contrary to Gospel
prescriptions. One reason, Gerson says, is that Evangelical
Christianity lacks a politically neutral, Gospel-based
organizing principle that can inform its political choices.
Gerson contrasts this with the Catholic tradition. He writes:
“ … Catholics (have) developed a coherent, comprehensive
Participate in these activities and expand your mind.
tradition of social and political reflection. Catholic social
thought includes a commitment to solidarity, whereby
Fr. Mark
justice in a society is measured by the treatment of its
weakest and most vulnerable members. And it incorporates
the principle of subsidiarity—the idea that human needs
are best met by small and local institutions (though
higher-order institutions have a moral responsibility to
intervene when local ones fail).
“In practice,” Gerson continues, “this acts as an ‘if, then’
requirement for Catholics, splendidly complicating their
politics: If you want to call yourself pro-life on abortion, then
you have to oppose the dehumanization of migrants. If you
criticize the devaluation of life by euthanasia, then you must
criticize the devaluation of life by racism. If you want to be
regarded as pro-family, then you have to support access to

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15pm for
a Holy Hour for Life.

STM WOMEN'S SPRING RETREAT

Women of STM parish and school are invited to a retreat on
Saturday, April 28th from 10:00 AM until 2:30 PM at the
Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA. Louanne Bachner
and Brother Callistus will lead us in a day of reflection
celebrating Easter Joy. We will spend time at the Monastic
Center and Abbey Store as well as attend mid-day prayers in
the Abbey Church at 12:15. Visit the parish website to RSVP
www.stmparishga.org.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION FOR THE MISSIONARIES
OF THE POOR

STM Parishioners heard the plea for help...and responded BIG
TIME!!
Can you believe we collected...
1,036 pounds of beans
1,120 pounds of rice
200 pounds of toothpaste (yes, we weighed the boxes)
127 pounds of lotion
1,740 toothbrushes (we gave up trying to weigh these!)
You have helped fill the tummies of hundreds of men, women
and children that the Brothers care for each day...and
soothed their bare feet and made their smiles brighter!
Thank you!!!!

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
April 29

Catholic Home Missions

STM youth helping with the Missionaries of the Poor food collection.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

April 19—B2: Biscuits & Bibles, 7:25-7:55 AM, Youth Room
April 22—Meeting 3:30 PM Youth Room, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM (optional) Mulhern Hall
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign up on the parish website.

LIFETEEN:

April 22—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30 PM (optional) Mulhern Hall, Meeting 7:00 PM Youth Room
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign up on the parish website.

COORDINATOR FOR SUNDAY MORNING DONUTS NEEDED
See page 6 of the bulletin for details.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

If your high school senior will be a college Freshman this fall, please take a moment to let us know where they'll be
attending college. We want to be able to send them a little something close to their first finals to let them know they are
still loved and a part of the fabric of their faith home of STM. The sign up genius link can be found on the Lifeteen page
on the parish website.

STARVE WARS! SERVICE EVENT

June 1, 2018 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative effort between the Archdiocese of Atlanta's Justice and Peace Ministries, Catholic Relief
Services, Helping Hands and the people of the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
In order to be more inclusive, both sessions will have Spanish interpreters and the second session will be set up to
accommodate those living with disabilities. Space is limited and registration is required to participate.
https://congress.archatl.com/schedule/

SCHOOL NEWS
RETIREMENT RECEPTION

We will be celebrating 48 years of service for Melody
Summers on Sunday, April 29 right after the 9:30 AM Mass
in Mulhern Hall.
Please spread the word to current and former students,
friends, and parishioners. Come share your appreciation
and memories!

EVENING OF THE ARTS

Please join us on Friday, April 27, 2018 for STM School’s
Evening of the Arts. The program will feature artwork from
students in grades K-8 along with performances by the
beginning and advanced band, chorus, color guard, dance,
handbells, and ukuleles. The 8th grade students will be
performing their class song. Save the date for this very
special evening.

HOLY THURSDAY RETREAT

Students at STM School participated in a Holy Thursday
retreat. The students, faculty, and staff made 3,000
sandwiches for Crossroads Community Ministries and
Blessing Bags for the homeless during our school-wide Holy
Thursday service project. The students also participated in
other activities including art projects, Lenten journals, and
origami. This was a great example of how the STM School
students are becoming people for others.

PARISH LIFE
MYPARISH APP FOR STM COMING SOON!

In the coming weeks St. Thomas More Catholic Church will launch our own app for iPhone and Android
smart phones. This will allow us to better communicate with you throughout the week and keep you
updated with relevant parish news or updates. Stay connected with our parish throughout the week with
instant notifications, an easy-to-access event calendar, and the ability to quickly reply to or share
messages via Facebook or Twitter. Also enjoy a bunch of additional features like prayers, daily readings,
helpful reminders to silence your phone before Mass or Confession, and much more. Download our app
today at myparishapp.com or search your phone's app store for myparish.

THE S FACTOR REVISED APRIL ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
Fri., April 20
Fri., April 20
Fri., April 20
Thurs., April 26

Tai Chi (last class of this session)
Free Noonday concert at Carlos at Emory
Movie Night "Lady Bird" 7:00 PM
Bowling at Comet Lanes 2:00 PM

THE S FACTOR MAY ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
Thurs., May 17
Fri., May 18
Fri., May 18
Wed., May 30

Lunch at Sprig
Tai Chi 10:30 AM (new session of 10 weeks)
Movie Night "The Darkest Hour"
Veterans Service Project Planning meeting
11:30 AM Julie room

SUNDAY MORNING DONUTS HELP NEEDED

Do you love the smell of coffee brewing and fresh donuts and
bagels on a Sunday morning? Would you be sad not to be able to
enjoy a cup 'o joe and some wonderful conversations after
masses this summer? We are in need of a coordinator for Sunday
morning donuts (after the 8:00 AM & 9:30 AM Masses) for
mid-May through August. The task is simple, the donuts are
delivered to Mulhern Hall by Dunkin' Donuts and we'll ask others
The S Factor enjoyed a beautiful day at the Monastery of
to help as well. Contact Michele McP at youth@stmga.org or
the Holy Spirit in Conyers on Thursday, April 5th.
404-378-4588 ext 119.

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held between the 9:30 & noon masses) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us
each week! You can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by
Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available; Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

COMMUNITY NEWS
DISASTER RELIEF CONCERT BENEFITING THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

Saturday, April 21st at 3:00 PM, Avondale Pattillo United Methodist Church
The Decatur Civic Chorus, in conjunction with other local choral groups, is sponsoring a concert to benefit the American
Red Cross and the clients they serve that were devastated by hurricanes in 2017. Although admission is free, attendees
are encouraged to make a donation to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief efforts.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND

Attention Married Couples: Does gardening give you a sense of wonder and fulfillment? On your wedding day, you
lovingly planted the seeds of a lifelong relationship. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will give you the
“gardening tools” you need to help your marriage grow and blossom. The next WWME Weekends are scheduled for June
15-17 and August 10-12. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME.

MLK ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE

Monday, April 23rd at 7:00 PM, Cathedral of Christ the King
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory and Bishops Bernard E. Shlesinger III and Joel M. Konzen, SM, will attend the ecumenical
service of prayer in commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. April 4. While his
life was cut short, his legacy continues. His words, “Without justice, there can be no peace,” are as true today as they
were when he wrote them over 50 years ago. The anniversary of Dr. King’s death is especially meaningful for the
ecumenical community in Atlanta. After the service, a reception will be held in Kenny Hall. Contact: Father Paul A. Burke
at pburke@archatl.com.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’

April 15th at 7:00 PM in Mulhern Hall
Our core beliefs not only determine how we expect the universe to work, they supply the motivation for the science we
do and determine why we choose to be scientists. This has changed radically from the time of Galileo—when science
was still being invented—to now, when Pope Francis blends science and faith in his encyclical Laudato Si’. Let us look at
the beauty in nature and science and ask ourselves: What is God revealing to us? Free child care will be provided.
Email aotto@stmga.org.

INTRODUCING AFRICA

April 22, after the 9:30am Mass, Mulhern Hall
STM parishioners from Africa come from many countries! Come and join us to hear about the Africa we
(People of Africa) know! Let us advocate for a culture of learning and understanding a complete set of
facts before forming an opinion about people who enjoy different cultural and religious practices. Let
us promote courtesy and respect by all to all, for we all are created in the image and likeness of God.

RADICAL SPIRIT

April 29, 2018, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, Cannon Chapel, Emory University
Joan Chittister, whom Publishers Weekly calls “one of the most well-known and trusted contemporary
spiritual authors,” is a force of nature for social justice, and a passionate proponent of spiritual
enrichment. Drawing on the ancient teachings of the saints, Sister Joan offers a practical program to help
transform our thinking and rebel against our fears and insecurities. Free—Registration Required. To help
defray the costs of this event, we ask for a suggested donation of $25.00. Please reserve your seats at:
www.aquinas.emory.edu.

RCIA
(Continued from cover)
On April 8, Nick Bolton and Erica Jones were confirmed and received
their first communion, entering full communion with the Catholic
Church after having been baptized in other Christian communities.
In the weeks to come, three more adults are scheduled to enter into
full communion with the Church as well: Paul Roeser and Heather
Radlmann on April 29, and Andrew Roberts on May 13.
These joyful celebrations come after these adults have learned
about our Catholic faith through the RCIA Process. If you or
someone you love is interested in learning more about Catholicism
and is considering becoming a Catholic, please reach out to our
RCIA directors, Carl and Fran McColman, at rcia@stmga.org.
(Photo on right: Nick Bolton and Erica Jones were confirmed and
received their first communion.)

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
o First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after 9:30 AM mass.
o April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass. Meet in the narthex at 8:50
AM. Email Gizelle (gize lle .gope x@gmail.com) with questions.
o May 6: Donuts and Discernment—How do we know God’s will? How do we hear
God’s voice? How do we know God approves of our big life
choices? It took Ignatius time, practice, and experience to discover how to discern
God’s voice in his life. Learn about the tools and methods for
discernment discovered by St Ignatius of Loyola.

