
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         April 21, 2019—Easter Sunday  

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

NEW PRINCIPAL ANNOUNCEMENT! 
We warmly welcome Shaun Bland as 
our new STM Catholic School  
principal! Mrs. Bland comes to our 
school with over two decades of  
experience in the Archdiocese of  
Atlanta – six years of administrative 
experience as both an Assistant  
Principal and the Curriculum  
Coordinator at Christ the King  
School - and an additional 17 years of 
teaching experience at Saint Jude the 
Apostle Catholic School in Sandy Springs.  (Continued on page 6.) 

Photo caption: Dr. Diane Starkovich, Superintendent of Schools (left), along 
with Father Mark Horak, welcomes new principal, Mrs. Shaun Bland (middle).  

  
 

 

Son of God, Jesus, 
through you all things were made. 
You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 
you became part of this earth, 
and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. 
Today you are alive in every creature 
in your risen glory. 
Praise be to you!  

ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE... 
Welcome to St. Thomas More Parish. We are very happy you 
have chosen to celebrate the Easter miracle with us, and we 
hope you find warmth and hospitality here.  

EASTER 2019 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, April 22  Charles Thuman † 
Tuesday, April 23  STM 
Wednesday, April 24  Karen Fisher †  
Thursday, April 25  STM    
Friday, April 26     Eleanor O’Leary 
 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Kathy Carllile, Mary Maher and Stanley Tannert 
 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Ronald Adams, Sr. and Connie Bobinski  
 

Please pray for those who received their First Holy  
Eucharist: 
Sutton Travis and Elizabeth McIntyre 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., April 23  Scripture Study—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library 
    
Wed., April 24  Bridge Club Ministry—2:00 PM to 5:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
 
Thurs., April 25  Bible & Biscuits—7:30 AM to 8:00 AM—Chapel 
      
Sat., April 27  Merton Book Group—11:00 AM to 1:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
 
Sun., April 28  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Youth Group grades 6-8 meet at 3:00 PM—Youth Mass at 5:30 PM—Youth Dinner at 6:30 PM— 
   Grades 9-12 meet at 7:00 PM  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Pat Earl, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Rey Del Valle, Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Easter greetings! 
 
At the core of Ignatian spirituality, 
that distinctive way that Jesuits 
and our colleagues experience,  
understand, and approach God 
and the world, are the Spiritual  
Exercises of St. Ignatius. 
 
The Exercises are a series of  
meditations based on Ignatius’ own experience of his 
dynamic relationship with God. They are designed to 
clear the way for one to encounter the living Jesus, to 
freely choose to accompany him in his work in the 
world, and to grow in personal relationship with him. In 
doing these meditations, the retreatant is expected to 
pray with all of oneself, not just by using one’s intellect, 
but also by using one’s imagination, one’s emotions, and 
even one’s senses, trusting that God is communicating 
through each of these. 
 
Ignatius asks the retreatant to use one’s imagination so 
as to be present to what Jesus is doing in the Gospel 
stories.  For example, Ignatius urges that the retreatant 
watch closely as Jesus asks the blind Bartimaeus what 
he wants from him, and then cures him of his blindness, 
or to listen attentively as Jesus calls Zacchaeus out of 
the sycamore tree so that he can have dinner with him. 
Ignatius asks the retreatant to be open to the possibility 
that she will find herself in the place of Bartimaeus and 
that Jesus will ask her what she wants, or that he will find 
himself in the place of Zacchaeus and that Jesus will call 
him out of the tree and invite him to be his companion. 
 
Accordingly, during the third part of the Exercises ,  
Ignatius asks the retreatant to “see” the place where  
Jesus was crucified, to be with him as he dies, to feel his 
sorrow, and to share his anguish and his pain. Ignatius’ 
hope is that the retreatant will find herself sharing Jesus’ 
experience of death, and that she will feel a profound 
intimacy with Jesus as he dies. 
 
Finally, as the retreatant nears the end of the Exercises , 
Ignatius asks that he or she meditate on the  
resurrection of Jesus. Ignatius tells the retreatant to ask 
for the grace to be glad and to rejoice intensely with the 
risen Jesus, that is, to be enabled to share in the joy that 
Jesus himself must have felt upon being raised up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If the Exercises are working as Ignatius intends, and if 
God has been gracious to the retreatant, the retreatant 
will finish the Exercises not only with an increased  
familiarity with Jesus and his ways, but also and more 
importantly, with a deep, heartfelt affection for him and 
a newfound freedom to love him in all one’s brothers 
and sisters.   
 
On this Easter Sunday, my prayer and the prayers of Fr. 
Pat, Fr. Tim, and all the staff of St. Thomas More Church 
and School are that you and your family feel deeply the 
joy of the risen Jesus. May he wipe away your tears; may 
he destroy your fears; may he heal any injury you may 
have suffered at the hands of the Evil One; and may he 
fill you with hope for your own rising. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY! 
Congratulations to Sarah Yeager and Tim Thomas, our newest 
members of the St. Thomas More Family, who are receiving the 
Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. Sarah and Tim,  
welcome to the family! 
 
During the Easter season we have a number of RCIA candidates 
— adult Christians already baptized in the Catholic Church or 
other denominations — who are preparing to receive the  
Sacrament of Confirmation. Those from non-Catholic  
backgrounds, once confirmed, will then receive their First  
Communion. These confirmations will take place at a Sunday 
Mass. Please keep our newly baptized Catholics, and all those 
preparing for confirmation, in your prayers. 
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
Meanwhile — are you (or someone you love) interested in  
becoming a Catholic? RCIA is open to all non-Catholic adults 
who want to learn more about the Catholic faith and/or are 
thinking about becoming Catholic. It's also for adult Catholics 
who have never been confirmed and would like to receive that 
sacrament. New participants are welcome at any time, and you 
are welcome to participate even if you are not sure about  
joining the church. Please email Fran and Carl at 
rcia@stmga.org for more information. 

SECOND COLLECTION 
Easter Sunday – Archdiocesan Seminarians  
The second collection the weekend of April 20-21 supports 
the men who are responding to a call for priestly service to 
the people of God.  
 
 

Catholic Home Mission  
The second collection on April 27-28 will be for support of 
the Catholic Home Missions. Many dioceses right here in the 
United States do not have enough priests and trained lay 
ministers to serve their parishes. These dioceses are known 
as home missions. This Appeal supports these dioceses by 
funding essential ministries, including seminary education 
and lay ministry training.  

PARISH FINANCES 

RCIA NEWS 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL ONLINE GIVING PORTAL 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam said “Those whom you serve feel the 
efforts of your kindheartedness”. 
 
Recently, there have been several news stories over the rising 
number of evictions nationwide and how many families  
continue to struggle to maintain housing.  Our Decatur  
community is no different, and last month, our conference 
helped two families, living near STM, avoid eviction and stay in 
their apartments.  Your generous financial support makes this 
work happen, and we thank you.  And giving just got easier—
SVDP has been added to the Parish’s online giving portal,  
allowing you to schedule recurring donations.  Please take a 
look.  We invite you to join our Conference, and Cheryl  
Parellada, Conference President, can be reached via email 
(stm.svdp@gmail.com) for more information. 

EARTH DAY 2019 

Monday April 22nd is Earth Day. STM will be celebrating the 
wonderful gift of Creation throughout May.   

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com


COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
TO ENCOUNTER CHRIST (TEC) #40 RETREAT! 

April 26th 12:00 PM to the 28th 5:00 PM, Carmel Retreat Center, 415 Old Collins Road, Hoschton, Georgia 30548 
Cost: $150 
Registration: http://tinyurl.com/tecatl40 
TEC stands for To Encounter Christ. TEC is a recognized movement of the Roman 
Catholic Church, offering to adults an experience of the Paschal Mystery of Jesus.  
Visit https://tecatl.com for more info. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday, May 1—Holy Happy Hour—7:00 PM—Big Tex.  
Sit Down and Shut Up! Why Silence is Golden for the Spiritual Life with Carl 
McColman. Appetizers will be served. 

SEE SIR THOMAS MORE AT THE SHAKESPEARE TAVERN PLAYHOUSE 

April 22, 23, and 24 at 7:30 PM, with a special late night show on April 26 at 11:00 PM  
The Resurgens Theatre Company is honored to present this stirring early modern account of one 
leader’s defiant stand against mob violence and groupthink in an era of autocratic misrule.  
Partially penned by Shakespeare, Sir Thomas More offers both a timely and timeless drama of  
individual courage in the face of mass conformity. Tickets can be purchased at the Tavern box 
office, online at www.shakespearetavern.com, or by phone at (404) 874-5299 

WHAT'S NEXT? DIALOGUE ON A CHURCH IN CRISIS  

Sunday, April 28, 5-6:30 PM  
Join us for dinner and dialogue! This panel discussion will spark further dialogue in response to the sex abuse crisis to 
discern the next steps for the future of the Catholic Church and its lay leadership. Register at:  
www.aquinas.emory.edu/news-and-events/   
 

THE THIRD ANNUAL GEORGE B. MALOOF LION NATION CLASSIC  

April 30, 2019, Rivermont Golf Club. Join families and friends of St. Pius X Catholic High School for a day of fellowship and 
friendly competition to benefit the St. Pius X football program and the Alumni Association Scholarship Fund. Individual 
Player Fees: $175/Foursome Fees: $700. Fee includes light breakfast, goodie bag, custom event hat, post-play reception 
with dinner, raffle and silent auction. Register today at www.spx.org. 
 

MARIST SUMMER CHEER CAMP REGISTRATION IS OFFICIALLY OPEN! 

Join us for Cheer Camp. We'll do cheerleading, dance, and arts and crafts: 
When: Choose a week, or come to both sessions 
Monday-Friday—June 3-7 from 9 AM - 2 PM 
Monday-Friday—June 10-14 from 9 AM - 2 PM 
Cost: $250 per week—Who: Ages 5-12—Where: Marist School in Brookhaven, GA 
Register at https//www.maristsummercamps.com 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  

Commit to strengthening your marriage this lent. Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage  
Encounter Weekends on May 3-5 or June 21-23. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by 
calling 678-242-WWME  
 

TRAVEL: A JOURNEY TO FATIMA AND PORTUGAL  

October 21–31 hosted by the Maryland and UNE Provinces of the Society of Jesus.  This Jesuit trip includes visits to  
Fatima, Lisbon, Porto, Braga and more. Price is $3,679 per person incl. round trip air fare from New York,  
accommodations, sightseeing, and most meals. For more information, contact Jim Skurka at jskurka@jesuits.org or call 
212-774-5548. 

http://www.spx.org
mailto:jskurka@jesuits.org


PARISH LIFE 
UPCOMING S FACTOR ACTIVITIES  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The S Factor recently enjoyed an outing to Athens, GA. They 
took at bus tour through the city, visited the State Botanical 
Garden of Georgia and ate lunch at the Last Resort Grill. 
 

Thurs., April 25—Hills & Dales tour of the Callaway home & 
Gardens in LaGrange 
Apr. 29-May 10—Visitation of parish homebound  
Thurs., May  2—Tour of High Museum's Exhibit of Master 
Painters 
Tues., May 7—Tour of Fox Theater 
Fri., May 17—Movie Night "A Star Is Born" 6:30 PM 
Thurs., May 23—Whistle Stop Cafe in Juliette Ga 9:30 AM 
Thurs., May 30—Lunch at Mediterranea 10:30 AM  

 

 

MINISTERS TO THE HOSPITALIZED AND THE  

HOMEBOUND NEEDED 

STM sends Eucharistic Ministers to regularly visit the  
hospitalized and the homebound in our local area.  We 
need more of these ministers to carry on this very  
important work.  If you can help or want more information, 
please contact Corky Pagoria cpagoria@stmga.org or  
Richard White rwhite7072@mindspring.com. 
 

ST. THOMAS MORE IS IN NEED OF SACRISTANS 
Sacristans prepare for the celebration of Mass by setting 
out sacred vessels and other items. Sacristans also confirm 
Lectors and Altar Servers have checked in. If you or  
someone you know would be interested in this ministry 
please contact Joe Messina at jmessina@stmga.org. 
 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net 

SCHOOL NEWS 
CONTINUED FROM COVER… 
Mrs. Bland earned a Master’s of Education Degree from 
Georgia Southern University in Statesboro, Georgia and  
obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Child Development from 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. She also completed 
graduate coursework in Business Management at George 
Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.   

Mrs. Bland comes to us with a wealth of experience and 
knowledge.  She is uniquely positioned to assume the  
leadership of our wonderful parish school and will continue 
the good work of Mr. Raymond and the talented teachers 
and staff we are fortunate to employ.  During the month of 
June, Mr. Raymond and Mrs. Bland will spend some time 
together to ease the transition of leadership for the  
upcoming school year. Mrs. Bland will join our STM family 
officially on July 1st.  
 
We offer our congratulations and support to Mrs. Bland.  
We pray God’s blessings on her and her family as she  
prepares to begin a new adventure here at STM School 
where we are a joyful learning community reaching out to 
the world as the hands of Christ.   

 

 

RETIREMENT RECEPTION: HEATHER KLOER AND 

KATHY MERRITT 
Join us on Sunday, April 28th right after 9:30 AM Mass in 
Mulhern hall to celebrate a combined 60 years of service for 
beloved teachers Heather Kloer and Kathy Merritt. Please 
spread the word to current and former students, friends, 
and parishioners to come share your appreciation and 
memories! 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
mailto:rwhite7072@mindspring.com


YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

ADULT FAILTH FORMATION     

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

VOLUNTEER AT DEAM! 
Ten youth are invited to work at Decatur-Area Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM) on Saturday, April 27 from 10:00 
AM -11:30 AM. Sign up on the parish website. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need 35 youth and 15 cleared adults to volunteer at VBS, July 8-12 from 8:30 AM-12:30 AM. Visit the parish website 
for more info or to volunteer. 
 

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?! 
Want to get involved with youth, and aren’t sure exactly how? Contact youth@stmga.org; phone: 404 309 4809). We will 
find a way for you to share your gifts and talents with this parish! 

AS ONE FAMILY - A NEW FAITH FORMATION OPTION! 
Beginning this fall we are adding a new lectionary-based faith formation 
option for families called As One Family. Every other Sunday evening  
after Mass families who register for this program will gather in Mulhern 
Hall for a meal and a reflection on one of the Sunday scripture readings. 
Families will be empowered to bring the lessons of the evening into their 
week together. 
 
We invite you to register for a pilot evening on Sunday, May 5 after the 5:30 PM Mass. The cost is $5 per person (adult or 
child age 5 and older) to offset the cost of food. 
 
Who can attend? — This intergenerational program will be open for parishioners of all ages, whether or not you have  
children. 
 
What is the cost? — This is yet to be determined but there will be an annual fee just like the youth faith formation  
program at our parish. 
 
What is the format? — Come and see on May 5! After getting yourself some dinner, we will open with an Ignatian-style 
prayer, read some scripture, and offer a brief engaging lesson. Then families, parents, and children will discuss how the 
scripture touches their own lives (using some reflection questions as a guide). We will then conclude with prayer. Each 
week parents are given practical ideas on how to engage their entire families with the themes of the week’s scripture. We 
expect the program to run one hour. 
 
Please register so we can cook the right amount of food: http://bit.ly/asonepilot  

SUMMER BOOK STUDY - IF GOD IS LOVE BY PHILIP GULLEY AND JAMES MULHOLLAND  
 
Thursdays at 7:00 PM — May 16-July 25—Parish Library  
Quaker pastors Philip Gulley and James Mulholland offer a serious look at concepts like salvation, grace, and 
love, asking the question "If God is love, why are so many Christians fearful, and why do so many church 
leaders sound hateful?" What have we been taught about God that is actually unhealthy and  
unhelpful? This book study will challenge your image of God and invite you to more deeply explore your be-
liefs. Participants must purchase the book ahead of time. Register: bit.ly/stmsummer19  
 

 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
Have an encounter with God in an Ignatian retreat. In collaboration with Ignatius House, St. Thomas More will begin  
offering Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this fall. These retreats will occur “in everyday life”, meaning retreatants 
will commit to at least 30 minutes of prayer time each day at home and meet periodically with a spiritual director with 
whom they will share their prayer and receive suggestions for prayer.  
 
The next 8-day retreat will be September 29-October 5 ($75). We will also be offering the full Spiritual Exercises of St.  
Ignatius, done over the course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an application). Learn more 
at stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  

mailto:youth@stmga.org
http://bit.ly/asonepilot

