April 22, 2018—4th Sunday of Easter
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 9:00—12:00 Noon
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

JOIN A LIFE GROUP!
Registration is now open. See page 7 of the bulletin for details.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, April 23
Tuesday, April 24
Wednesday, April 25
Thursday, April 26
Friday, April 27

Constance Parson †
Anna Martinez †
Baby Isla †
Lee and Vi Petri †
Thomas Mathews †

Please pray for those who are sick:
James Francis Gorman
Please pray for those who have died:
Richard Weiner
Please pray for those who were recently baptized:
Brooks Auger
Finnegan Edward Graham
Sylvia Marion Bolton
Hank Kuhleubeck
Arthur Hai Davenport
Sawyer Lincoln Marchetti
Zoey Flowers
Leo McAdam
Avan Gilmer
Charles Cannon Wallace
Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist:
Elle Anderson
Rohr Gillen
Keith Myles Bagwell
Miles Gummere
Bryleigh Brock
Audra Harrison
Joseph Carpenter
Clare Meighan
Cole Davidson
Maxwell Ogan
Cate Durbin
Katie Spears
Luke Fehl
Grace Terry
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to
add a name to these lists, you must be either the person
seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be
remembered, or have the express permission of the one to be
remembered.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., April 24

RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
RCIA Group—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Wed., April 25

Introduction to Catholicism Book Study with Fr. Mark—7:00 PM—Parish Library

Thurs., April 26

S Factor Bowling at Comet Lanes—2:00 PM
Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room
Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym

Sat., April 28

Merton Group—11:00 AM—St. Julie Room
Youth Group Babysitting—5:30 PM—Mulhern Hall

Sun., April 29

STM Coffeehouse—10:30 AM—St. Julie Room
The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
At this point we are well into the
preparation of next year’s parish
budget. Carol Palmer, our parish
Business Manager, and I are
anticipating a rather conservative
budget with minimal increases in
total parish expenditures.
Parish staff and those
parishioners who direct the various parish activities that receive parish funding have
prepared their “wish lists,” and Carol and I have scheduled
meetings with these persons to hear their requests. I have
instructed the staff and parishioners not to simply add two
or three percent to last year’s budget, but to think first
what they want to do in their ministry during this coming
year, to consider what has worked and not worked, and to
budget accordingly.
Working together, we will settle on a draft budget and
submit it to the parish Finance Council, the group of
composed of parishioners who are deeply committed to
STM’s financial well-being, for its review and reaction. I
expect that the Finance Council, after making adjustments,
will send me a recommended budget for my final decision
sometime in late May.
With the full support of the Finance Council and the Parish
Council, I am intent on continuing a practice that we have
followed these past two budget years but which we will
now follow as a settled policy: we will tithe for social justice.
By this I mean that we will set aside 10% of the parish’s
general revenue each year to fund our parish’s social
justice program. Since we began tithing for social justice
two years ago, the amount of parish revenue allocated for
social justice has been approximately $190,000 each year.
We have made this conscious choice to tithe for social
justice in response to the Gospel call to share what we
have received as gift with the poor and the vulnerable. In
so doing, we are also heeding our own STM State ment of
Parish Identity and Mission, which declares that our parish
community is “outwardly oriented for service to those
beyond the boundaries of our parish, especially to those
most in need.”
Our STM Social Justice Committee, composed of several
parishioners and led by Jen Dalmy, develops a
comprehensive social justice program for STM each year.
This program typically includes education and advocacy
efforts; the financial support of the ordinary operations of
several local service organizations with whom STM has
developed longstanding relationships, including Birthright,
the Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM), and
the Missionaries of Charity Gift of Grace House; and large
one-time financial grants to selected local and international
organizations to fund special projects that promise a
lasting benefit and that would not have been possible

without our assistance. In the last fiscal year, for example,
these large grants have been used to finance the purchase
of medical equipment for the Se rve Haiti clinic in Haiti, to
support the education of four low income students at
Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School, to resettle a refugee
family from the Central African Republic in Clarkston, to
co-sponsor the construction of a Habitat for Humanity
house in Lithonia, and to finance desperately needed
security measures to protect the students – mostly young
girls - at the Jesuit-sponsored Loyola Secondary School in
South Sudan from sectarian violence.
During this current fiscal year, as we have previously
reported, STM has already made a $50,000 grant to L’Arche
Atlanta to help purchase, renovate, and furnish a second
residence in Decatur for adults with severe developmental
disabilities, and a $41,500 grant to Covenant House Atlanta
to help start a job training program for homeless teens. In
addition, the STM Social Justice Committee is presently
evaluating other applications for large financial grants and
will be forwarding its recommendations on these to me in
the next month.
Our ability to live out our call to care for the poor and other
needy in this way is entirely due to the generous
contributions of STM parishioners to our parish. This is a
remarkable commitment of which STM parishioners can be
proud. Thank you!
I am particularly grateful to the Social Justice Committee for
directing our attention to the needs of others, and for
encouraging the rest of us to respond generously.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

PARISH FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
April 29
May 13

Catholic Home Missions
Catholic Communications

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15pm for
a Holy Hour for Life.

STM WOMEN'S SPRING RETREAT

Women of STM parish and school are invited to a retreat on
Saturday, April 28th from 10:00 AM until 2:30 PM at the
Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA. Louanne Bachner
and Brother Callistus will lead us in a day of reflection
celebrating Easter Joy. We will spend time at the Monastic
Center and Abbey Store as well as attend mid-day prayers in
the Abbey Church at 12:15. Visit the parish website to RSVP
www.stmparishga.org.
"Easter," a poem by Marie Howe
Two of the fingers on his right hand
had been broken
so when he poured back into that hand it surprised
him—it hurt him at first.
And the whole body was too small. Imagine
The sky trying to fit into a tunnel carved into a hill.
He came into it two ways:
From the outside, as we step into a pair of pants.
And from the center—suddenly all at once.
Then he felt himself awake in the dark alone.
(This poem was referenced in Fr. Mark’s homily at the
Easter Vigil and on Easter Sunday.)

THE LIGHTER SIDE

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

April 22—Meeting 3:30 PM Youth Room, Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30-7:00 PM (optional) Mulhern Hall
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign up on the parish website.

LIFETEEN:

April 22—Youth Mass 5:30 PM, Youth Dinner 6:30 PM (optional) Mulhern Hall, Meeting 7:00 PM Youth Room
April 28—Monthly Babysitting, 5:15-8:30 PM, Mulhern Hall. Sign up on the parish website.

COORDINATOR FOR SUNDAY MORNING DONUTS NEEDED
See page 6 of the bulletin for details.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

If your high school senior will be a college Freshman this fall, please take a moment to let us know where they'll be
attending college. We want to be able to send them a little something close to their first finals to let them know they are
still loved and a part of the fabric of their faith home of STM. The sign up genius link can be found on the Lifeteen page
on the parish website.

STARVE WARS! SERVICE EVENT

June 1, 2018 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative effort between the Archdiocese of Atlanta's Justice and Peace Ministries, Catholic Relief
Services, Helping Hands and the people of the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
In order to be more inclusive, both sessions will have Spanish interpreters and the second session will be set up to
accommodate those living with disabilities. Space is limited and registration is required to participate.
https://congress.archatl.com/schedule/

SCHOOL NEWS
RETIREMENT RECEPTION

We will be celebrating 48 years of service for

PREPARE TO BE WOWED AT THE 4TH ANNUAL
EVENING OF THE ARTS

Friday, April 27, 2018 6-8 pm
Middle School musical performances will take place from
7-8 PM, featuring our dance group, beginning and advanced
on Sunday, April 29 right after the 9:30 AM Mass in Mulhern
band, chorus, ukulele and guitar. The class of 2018 will sing
Hall. Please spread the word to current and former
the grand finale!
students, friends, and parishioners. Come share your
appreciation and memories!
The gym will be transformed into a beautiful gallery of
student art from every class and grade, not just art class.
The show will be open after school for those who can’t
make it back in the evening. Please make time to stop in.
When the musical performances start, the lights will be
dimmed and quiet will be requested.

Melody Summers

Thanks to the STM community for your support of the arts!
The Summer Reading book fair will also be open during
Evening of the Arts. Come in and stock up on books for the
summer!

PARISH LIFE
WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
Donald and Kris Gordon
Michael Hughes
Felix and Ampy Jimenez
Catherine Mattingly
Sean McQuagge

Marybeth Mullens
Audrey Palombo
Christopher and Melissa Rolfes
John and Christine Schneller
Maria Yesenia Trejo
Savanna Ziegler

MORE EATS

May 2nd 6:00 – 7:30 PM, Mulhern Hall
Adults $5.00
Children $2.50
Chicken Pot Pie, Mashed Potatoes, Applesauce, Salad, Rolls, “Dump” cake with whipped cream. New families and
individuals are invited to enjoy a complimentary meal RSVP via phone 404-378-4588 or email ccollins@stmga.org.

JUBILEE CELEBRATION FOR SISTER MARY PRINISKI

Sister Mary Priniski is celebrating her golden jubilee (50 years) as a Dominican Sister of Adrian. She has
served as director of the Boston Labor Guild and has worked with Southerners for Economic Justice,
Interfaith Worker Justice and the Service Employees International Union. She earned her doctorate in
Missiology from Union Institute and holds a master’s degree from Aquinas Institute in healthcare mission. The emphasis in her studies was the process needed for transformation toward a perspective of
those who are poor. Currently she is Project Coordinator for Gathering for Mission, sponsored by the
Catholic Committee of the South, the purpose of which is to engage church leadership on all levels
through a dialogic process with the voice and vision of Pope Francis. We will be celebrating the jubilee
with Sister Mary at the Noon Mass on May 6th.

THE S FACTOR MAY ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
Thurs., May 17
Fri., May 18
Fri., May 18
Wed., May 30

Lunch at Sprig
Tai Chi 10:30 AM (new session of 10 weeks)
Movie Night "The Darkest Hour"
Veterans Service Project Planning meeting 11:30 AM Julie room

SUNDAY MORNING DONUTS HELP NEEDED

Do you love the smell of coffee brewing and fresh donuts and bagels on a Sunday morning? Would you be
sad not to be able to enjoy a cup 'o joe and some wonderful conversations after masses this summer? We
are in need of a coordinator for Sunday morning donuts (after the 8:00 AM & 9:30 AM Masses) for mid-May
through August. The task is simple, the donuts are delivered to Mulhern Hall by Dunkin' Donuts and we'll
ask others to help as well. Contact Michele McP at youth@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 ext 119.

COMMUNITY NEWS
YOU’VE GOTTA HAVE A PLAN- ESTATE PLANNING FOR YOUNG FAMILIES

You are invited to attend a very special workshop hosted by IHM Church and School. On April 25 at 7:00PM, Stephen
Weyer, attorney and member of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, will speak about the essential documents and
plans every parent should have in place in the event of an injury, illness or greater tragedy. Learn how to ensure your
final wishes are carried out and the ones you love are provided for. While end-of-life planning may make many of us feel
uncomfortable, the peace of mind you will have when you know your family will be taken care of is invaluable.
So that we may adequately plan, please register all attendees here, https://goo.gl/vqd3K2. Childcare will be provided.

“AN EXPLORATION OF CATHOLIC ART” PRESENTED BY DR. ELIZABETH LEV

Please join us for a special event, “An Exploration of Catholic Art” presented by Dr. Elizabeth Lev on Saturday, May 5,
2018 from 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM at the Glenn Memorial Sanctuary at Emory University, 1652 N. Decatur Road Atlanta, GA
30322. Dr. Elizabeth Lev is an American-born art historian currently living and teaching in Rome, Italy. She wrote and
hosted the ten-part series Catholic Canvas on EWTN, has been a consultant for the History Channel, and has been a
Catholic commentator on various TV networks. She has authored or coauthored three books and has been featured on
TED talk, ABC’s Nightline, the Today Show and EWTN.
Tickets are $20 and special sponsorship packages are available that include VIP seating, an autographed copy of one of
Dr. Lev’s books and acknowledgement as a sponsor for this year’s Eucharistic Congress. This event will help us defray the
many expenses associated with the Eucharistic Congress. To purchase tickets, please contact Mary Elkins
at melkins@archatl.com or 404-456-4285 or JoAnn Hayman at jmhayman@mindspring.com or 678-923-5739.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
JOIN A LIFE GROUP!

Every week small faith communities gather in people’s homes as a way to cultivate their
faith and form new community and friendships. Consider joining one of these Life Groups!
At each gathering you will join in some sort of meal, reflect, share, and pray with your fellow
group members. Enrollment is now open. You can register here: is.gd/LifeGroups2018
Contact aotto@stmga.org if you have questions.

INTRODUCING AFRICA

April 22, after the 9:30am Mass, Mulhern Hall
STM parishioners from Africa come from many countries! Come and join us to hear about the Africa we
(People of Africa) know! Let us advocate for a culture of learning and understanding a complete set of
facts before forming an opinion about people who enjoy different cultural and religious practices. Let us
promote courtesy and respect by all to all, for we all are created in the image and likeness of God.

RADICAL SPIRIT

April 29, 2018, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, Cannon Chapel, Emory University
Joan Chittister, whom Publishers Weekly calls “one of the most well-known and trusted contemporary
spiritual authors,” is a force of nature for social justice, and a passionate proponent of spiritual
enrichment. Drawing on the ancient teachings of the saints, Sister Joan offers a practical program to
help transform our thinking and rebel against our fears and insecurities. Free—Registration Required.
To help defray the costs of this event, we ask for a suggested donation of $25.00. Please reserve your
seats at: www.aquinas.e mory.e du.

SUMMER BOOK STUDY: JESUIT GUIDE TO (ALMOST) EVERYTHING

A 14-week study of James Martin, SJ’s book on everything Jesuit and Ignatian. This series is an excellent
primer on the basics of Ignatian thought and prayer. Learn about Saint Ignatius as well as discernment
and prayer methods. Tuesday evenings, May 15 - August 14. Register at is.gd/JesuitGuide2018. Space is
limited. Led by Andy Otto. For more information contact aotto@stmga.org.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
STM MAKES FINANCIAL GIFTS FOR LOCAL GROUPS

On behalf of STM parishioners, and at the recommendation of the STM Social Justice Committee, Fr. Mark recently sent
substantial financial contributions to three local organizations that are committed to the care of the poor and other needy.
Specifically, Fr. Mark sent a check for $50,000 to L'Arche Atlanta to help finance the purchase, renovation, and furnishing
of a new residential facility in Decatur for adults with developmental disabilities; a check for $41,500 to Covenant House in
Atlanta as seed money for a new job training program for homeless teens; and a check for $2,000 to the Central Night
Shelter to support the operation of two shelters for homeless persons. Additional gifts will be made to other local and
international service groups later this year. These gifts, which are part of the approved STM budget for the current fiscal
year and which are consistent with the Gospel's call to care for those who are most in need, are made possible through
the generous financial support of the parish by STM parishioners and friends. Thank you!

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
o First Sunday of each month: Monthly brunch after 9:30 AM mass.
o April 29th: YAM leads the Rosary after 8:00 AM mass. Meet in the narthex at 8:50
AM. Email Gizelle (gize lle .gope x@gmail.com) with questions.
o May 6: Donuts and Discernment—How do we know God’s will? How do we hear
God’s voice? How do we know God approves of our big life
choices? It took Ignatius time, practice, and experience to discover how to discern
God’s voice in his life. Learn about the tools and methods for
discernment discovered by St Ignatius of Loyola.

