
SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
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PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

           April 23, 2017 | Second Sunday of Easter 

         FOUR ADULTS RECEIVED THE SACRAMENTS  

    OF INITIATION AT THE EASTER VIGIL  
Our community welcomed four adults into the Body of Christ at the Easter 
Vigil. Kala Daley, Laila Dreidame, Matthew Eason and Preston Etheridge each 
received the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and Holy Communion. Fr. 
Pat Earl administered the baptisms and confirmations.  (continued on page 4) 
 
 
  
  
              

             

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo caption: l-r: Fran McColman (RCIA Co-director), Matthew Eason, Preston  

Etheridge, Kala Daley, Laila Dreidame, Carl McColman (RCIA Co-director).  

 

       STM WELCOMES THE MARTOUNGOU FAMILY  
Thanks to the generosity of you, our STM parishioners, we were able to partner 
with Catholic Charities Atlanta and welcome the  
Martoungou family to Atlanta.  
 
Jean, Kaltouma, and their daughters, arrived in Atlanta 
at the end of January and have settled into life in  
Clarkston.  Originally from the Central African Republic, 
civil war forced them to leave home and seek refuge in 
Cameroon until they were accepted for resettlement in 
the US.  The girls are now busy in school, and Jean and 
Kaltouma are working and attending ESL classes.   
 
Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for introducing 
the family to the parish at the annual Holy Saturday egg 
hunt. The girls had a blast! We look forward to more 
opportunities to gather together.  



 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along 
with all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners 
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during 
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the  
presider.  
 
MONDAY, April 24, 2017 
5:30 PM Fr. D’Munter † 
                 
TUESDAY, April 25, 2017 
5:30 PM Mariam & Agasty K. † 
 
WEDNESDAY, April 26, 2017 
5:30 PM Johnson Thekkumpuram † 
                 
THURSDAY, April 27, 2017 
5:30 PM Alice Applegarth †  
  
FRIDAY, April 28, 2017 
5:30 PM Thomas Mathews † 
 
Please pray for those who recently died: 
Carlton W. Blair, Jr.  
Richard Martin, Sr, husband of Tracy Martin  
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Steve Schulte 
June Henningfeld 
 
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte 
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In  
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the 
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one 
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the 
one to be remembered. 
 
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be 
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General 
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter 
and bulletin as  soon as  possible after we receive the 
request. 
 
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in 
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex 
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for 
Eucharist.  
 

 
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior 
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to 
bulletin@stmga.org.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Open position, Plant Manager 
 
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
rcia@stmga.org 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

JOIN STM PARISH 
We invite you to join our parish community by registering 
as a parishioner.  By registering, you declare your intention 
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by  
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as  
possible, by participating in our parish programs and  
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by 
financially supporting the parish as much as your means 
allow.  By registering, you also enable us to be of greater 
service to you and to your family. 
 
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org 
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church. 
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to 
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during 
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during 
normal business hours.  

 BULLETIN DEADLINE 



FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Lent is over.  We have  
remembered the dying and rising 
of Jesus in our Triduum and Easter 
Sunday liturgies, and we have  
baptized four wonderful young 
men and women.  The Easter  
season continues for several more 
weeks, but I and all the rest of us 
at St. Thomas More must say a 
word of thanks to the many  
individuals who made our Lenten, 
Triduum, and Easter observances 
and celebrations so beautiful and uplifting. 
 
Looking back on Lent specifically, we had a full range of 
parish-sponsored Lenten events and liturgies.  I thank 
those parishioners who assisted with the Ash Wednesday 
services.  These Masses are among the best attended of 
the year, and several parishioners helped with the  
distribution of the ashes.  Thank you! 
 
Nearly fifty parishioners and visitors received the  
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick after the Vigil Mass 
on March 4.  I thank those who asked to be anointed and 
those who accompanied them.  You gave good witness to 
the Jesus who remains with and for the sick and infirm 
even today through the actions of the Church.    
 
Thank you, Louanne Bachner, for leading the extended 
study of Pope Francis’ teaching on the natural  
environment, Laudato Si.  This study extended over three 
evenings during the month of March.  I am confident that 
our study and reflection will bear fruit in the form of  
several specific, concrete actions by STM parishioners 
that will be designed to implement Pope Francis’  
teaching. 
 
Thanks to the STM Jesuits and several local Archdiocesan 
priests who helped with individual confessions following 
our communal reconciliation service on March 14.  More 
than sixty parishioners and visitors participated in this 
service. 
 
Thank you, Jerry Pendrick, for leading our Lenten Bible 
Study, “The Passion of the Christ.”   Jerry’s work extended 
over three weeks and enriched nearly thirty or so  
participants each night. 
 
On March 26th, more than 100 parishioners - adults and 
children - packaged enough rice and beans fortified by 
vitamin supplements to feed 10,000 hungry persons in 
Burkina Faso.  This program was organized by Catholic 
Relief Services.  This was a very successful family service 
program that will are looking to repeat in the coming 
months.  Thanks to all who participated. 
 
Many parishioners attended our STM Lenten parish  
mission led by Jesuit Fr. Matthew Linn from March 27 to 

29.  Fr. Matthew introduced many parishioners to a 
different way of thinking and praying about forgiveness, 
gratitude, and prayer. 
 
Thanks to Richard Joseph, a member of our STM Parish 
Council, and Tanya Frazee, a member of our STM Social 
Justice Committee, for leading our Lenten evening prayer 
service on April 4.  It was inspiring to see our lay parish 
leaders leading the community in prayer. 
 
And thank you to all those parishioners who made our 
Triduum and Easter liturgies so beautiful.  I especially 
note the work of our lectors and Eucharistic ministers, 
ushers, and acolytes; Rhett Barnwell, our choir director, 
our cantors, musicians, and choir members.  I thank  
Maggie Ericson and the other members of our parish Arts 
and Environment Committee who cleaned and decorated 
the church for the Triduum and Easter liturgies.  I didn’t 
dare to imagine the church would look more beautiful 
than they made it last Easter, but they succeeded.   
 
I thank Kala Daley, Laila Dreidame, Matthew Eason, and 
Preston Etheridge, the newest members of our Catholic 
community.  Their long graceful dance with the Risen  
Jesus culminated in their baptism at the Easter Vigil  
service.  Their faithful attentiveness and generous  
response to the voice of Jesus inspired me and all the 
rest of us at STM.  We ourselves are renewed by their 
example, and we pray that their dance with Jesus will  
continue. 
 
Special thanks to Fran and Carl McColman, who directed 
our RCIA effort, and Michele McHale-Pickard and the RCIA 
sponsors, family, and friends who accompanied Kala, 
Laila, Matthew, and Preston through the RCIA process. 
 
Finally, I offer a particular word of thanks to Joe Messina, 
our Director of Worship.  Joe organized and directed and 
held together all our Lenten and Triduum and Easter 
liturgical services.  There was nothing that we prayed or 
sang over the past fifty-plus days that Joe did not handle 
and smooth out.   
 
As a parish community, we gave good praise and thanks 
to God these past weeks, and our prayer was the better 
for the many hands that molded and lifted. 
 
Fr. Mark 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

RCIA NOTES 

(continued from cover) 
This joyful evening came after eight months of faith formation 
through our parish RCIA program, which includes a series 
of Rites that prepared the men and women for the  
sacraments, along with classes and weekly Bible  
reflections. RCIA is not finished, however! We still have a 
number of already-baptized adults who are preparing for 
full communion with the Catholic Church — several of 
whom will be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, or other 
dates in the near future.  
 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? You could  
participate in RCIA, to learn more about our faith and the 
process for being baptized and/or confirmed. Please email 
RCIA@stmga.org to find out more.  
 

Tues April 25 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library 

Tues April 25 RCIA Class 7:00 PM St Julie Room 

Sun April 30 Children’s Liturgy 9:30 AM Chapel 

Sun April 30 The Word  – Parish Library 10:30 AM  

Tues May 2 RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library 

Tues May 2 RCIA Class 7:00 PM St Julie Room 

Wed May 3 Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library 

Wed May 3 More Eats 6:00 PM Mulhern Hall 

Wed May 3 KofC 4th Degree Mtg 7:00 PM St Julie Room 

Thurs May 4 Cancer Sewing Group 9:00 AM St Julie Room 

Sat May 6 1st Holy Communion 9:00 AM 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program.   
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at ephilips@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard 
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation   
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with  
funeral planning. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

LITURGY NOTES— 
The joyful news of the Resurrection of Jesus continues to 
radiate from the readings for today. The experiences of 
the first believers, the exhortations of the first disciples, 
and the post-Resurrection Gospel stories provide rich 
fare for our celebration of the Paschal Mystery. 
 

An event as momentous as the Resurrection cannot be 
explained simply. Writers constantly ponder it and find 
new insights. Here the author of the First Letter of Peter 
is helping early believers understand one aspect: through 
the Resurrection, God has given the faithful a “new birth” 
and “a living hope.” Because of Jesus’ sacrifice,  
Resurrection will be our inheritance too, and this promise 
of salvation should keep us strong through the trials that 
must come first. 
 

The doubt of Thomas and his subsequent profession of 
faith form the spiritual bookends of today’s Gospel. We 
surely have some empathy for Thomas. How could  
anyone believe that Jesus was now alive? The presence of 
the Risen Christ in the midst of the disciples is part of the 
mystery of the Resurrection, and we, like Thomas, have 
become believers through the word of others. Likewise, 
others are invited to become believers on our words of 
faith. 
Pastoral Liturgy… Rev. J. Philip Horrigan 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS) 

mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

 Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer. 

 Eucharistic Ministers—If you have been Confirmed, you are eligible to become an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Eucharist (EM).  Please email Elaine (teens@stmga.org) if you are interested in becoming an EM and I will set up a  
training for you. Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer. 

 Last Lifeteen meeting of the year is April 23rd. 

 Online applications and all paperwork is due NOW for Catholic Heart Workcamp.  Check your emails or the parish 
website for details.  

 
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

 Ignatius House EDGE retreat is Sunday, April  23rd from 2:00 - 7:00 PM.  

 EDGE meets April 30th. 

STM SUPPORTS CRISTO REY STUDENTS 
Thanks to a generous gift from STM to Cristo Rey Atlanta, 
STM parishioners are sponsoring four young students there. 
Below is a brief profile of one of these four. 

 
Nishimwe is a member of the Cristo Rey class 
of 2019.  He works five days each month for 
corporate work study position at the Mayor’s 
Office, City of Atlanta, which pays about two-
thirds of his tuition.  One of his teachers at 
Cristo Rey Atlanta says this about him:  
"Nishimwe has overcome many obstacles 
since starting school with us. He has become 
outgoing and now seeks the assistance from 

teachers when he needs it. He takes what he has learned 
from teachers and tutors and practices to develop his skills.”  
 

STARVE WARS! RETURNS FOR A SECOND EPISODE 
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative effort between the  
Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Justice and Peace Ministries,  
Catholic Relief Services, Helping Hands and the people of 
the Archdiocese of Atlanta. We are seeking 650 volunteers 
of all ages to help pack 100,000 meals to go to the  
impoverished developing country of Burkina Faso in Africa. 

The event will take place Friday, June 16th in Hall A at the 
Georgia International Convention Center in College Park. 
There will be two sessions, 9:00 AM -10:30 AM and 11:00 
AM - 12:30 PM. 
 
Space is limited and online registration is required to  
participate. Register or donate now on the parish website. 

SIXTH ANNUAL EASTER PARTY AND EGG HUNT  
On Palm Sunday, Saint Thomas More Aids Ministry hosted 
their sixth annual Easter Party and egg hunt for the  
Women and children of Jerusalem House. The highlight of 
the day was the Egg hunt with TWO GOLDEN EGGS both 
found by Jonathan, one of our long term shinning STARS.  A 
new Craft this year, thank you Elaine Phillips, was a crafty 
EASTER BUNNY made from socks, rubber bands, ribbon, 
rice, and stick on GOOGLY EYES.  The craft was a great hit 
along with the children decorating their own EASTER  
BASKETS to use for the Egg Hunt. The Ministry served a 
great lunch which provided a chance for our ministries  
children and the children of JERUSALEM HOUSE to refresh 
their fellowship and friendship. In short the day was a great 
day. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017  



PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
JOB OPENINGS AT STM CHURCH 
The Catholic Church of St. Thomas More in Decatur, GA is 
seeking a part-time (20 hours per week) Weekend  
Custodian.  Responsibilities include: light maintenance/
repairs, event set-up/breakdown and cleaning.  Required 
skills: willingness to follow instructions, good interpersonal 
skills, ability to read, write, speak and understand English,  
manage time, and work with minimal supervision.  Physical 
Requirements:  ability to lift up to 50 pounds, bending at 
the waist, sitting, kneeling, walking etc. Work Hours, from 
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm Friday and 2:00 PM to 10:00 PM  
Saturday and Sunday.  Opportunities for additional hours 
may arise.  Send cover letter and resume to Fr. Mark Horak 
at mhorak@stmga.org.  No phone calls please. 
 
The Catholic Church of St. Thomas More in Decatur, GA is 
seeking a part-time (10-12 hours per week) Building/
Grounds Superintendent.  Responsibilities include:  
on-going assessments of the condition of the parish/
school, developing a daily work program, assigning tasks to 
maintenance staff and/or outside contractors. Prior  
work-related experience is desirable.  Required skills: ability 
to supervise maintenance staff, basic knowledge of plant 
equipment and security technology, able to manage time 
and establish priorities. Work Hours, 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
Monday through Friday.  Opportunities for additional hours 
may arise.  Please send cover letter and resume to Fr. Mark 
Horak at mhorak@stmga.org.  No phone calls please. 
 

MORE EATS  

Mark your calendars – More Eats on Wednesday, May 3rd. 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING  

There will be an Altar Server training on April 
30th after the noon mass. For more  
information, contact Joe Messina at  
404-378-4588 x120 or jmessina@stmga.org. 
 

PART TIME COOK NEEDED  

The Jesuit Community at STM is seeking a part time cook to 
prepare the evening meal 4 nights a week (Sun/M/W/F). 
Light shopping required. If interested, contact Fr. Mark at: 
mhorak@stmga.org.  
 

AUDITION INFORMATION 

Mark your calendars – Auditions for STM’s fall production 
of Mary Poppins will be on May 13th from 10 AM to 4 PM. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL THIS SUMMER 

Registration is now open for Vacation Bible School on the 
parish website. The camp is July 10-14th 9:00 AM- 12:00 
noon for rising Kindergarten through rising 7th grade. 
Adult Volunteer Leaders are needed - WE NEED YOU to 
make this a success! Your child attends FREE of charge if 
you volunteer to be a leader. Rising 8th graders and older 
can sign up to be helpers. Sign up on the parish web site or 
contact Elaine Phillips for more info ephillips@stmga.org. 

 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

INFORMATION ON JORGE CHRISTANCHO 
We recently became aware of the presence of Jorge Christancho in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  Jorge is a former priest of 
the archdiocese who was laicized by Rome in 2008. Please be aware that he is presenting himself as a Catholic priest and 
is requesting money for celebrating Masses in homes and other establishments.—The Most Reverend Luis R. Zarama, 
Vicar General 
 

25TH ANNIVERSARY MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST  
All women are invited to the 25TH ANNIVERSARY MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST on Sat., May 6, 2017, from 9:30 AM-12 
PM at Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Join in this special celebration with chapter founders Olga 
Myers, Elyse O’Kane and Jan Nerone. Breakfast reservations are $15 and must be made in advance. Please mail check, 
payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, by April 29 to: Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Check-in is 
at the door for those with reservations only. For information call Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216. 

 

WHY SETTLE FOR A "GOOD" MARRIAGE...WHEN YOU CAN HAVE A "GREAT" MARRIAGE?   

You can make the leap from just "good" to "GREAT" on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend!  The Weekend  
experience is 44 hours where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, the internet & phones and focus 
their attention only on each other.  If you'd like greater depth, growth and enrichment in your relationship, you'll like the 
difference a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend can offer! The next available Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
Weekends are scheduled for April 21-23 and June 9-11 at the Atlanta Marriott Peachtree Corners. You can get more  
information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by calling 678-242-WWME. 
 

WAY FOR WOMEN RETREAT 
May 5-7; Carmel Retreat Center, Hoschton. The Way for Women is a three-day retreat for adult female survivors of abuse 
offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. Registration deadline is May 1. Contact: Sue Stubbs at 
404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for information.  

mailto:mhorak@stmga.org
mailto:mhorak@stmga.org
mailto:jmessina@stmga.org


UPCOMING RETREATS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE 

Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction Retreat—Apr 28-30 
with Mark Dannenfelser.  
 

Spiritual Life and the Search for Meaning in an  
Unfinished Universe—May 4-7 with Dr. John F. Haught. Dr. 
John Haught is a distinguished scholar who leads us into 
the mystery of science and faith. 

Visit ignatiushouse.org/weekend-retreats to register. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ APRIL PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Youth.  
That young people may respond generously to their  
vocations and seriously consider offering themselves to 
God in the priesthood or consecrated life.  
 

  
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES  

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 

STM SCHOOL HONORS MR. VINCE DESANTIS AND MRS. RUTH 

MURPHY AT THE EVENING OF THE ARTS 
Save the date for Evening of the Arts at STM School – Friday, April 28, 2017. The 
program will feature artwork from students in grades K-8 along with  
performances by the beginning and advanced band, chorus, color guard, dance, 
handbells, and ukuleles. The 8th Grade students will be performing their class 
song. In addition, we will honor Mr. DeSantis and Mrs. Murphy who are retiring 
after many years of service to the school.. The program begins at 6:30 PM in the 
gym.  Please join us for this very special evening.  
 
 
 

 

CAMP INVETION AT STM JUNE 5-9 
9AM-3:30PM (Regular Hours)! 
 
Register at www.campinvention.org or 800.968.4332.  
High school and college students needed for leadership  
interns. Please email kkissell@stmga.org for more  
information. 

Mrs. Ruth Murphy Mr. Vince DeSantis 
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