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SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
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12:00 Noon 
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MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
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10:00 AM 
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9:00 AM (School Mass) 
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 
 
 

         April 29, 2018—5th Sunday of Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Donuts and Coffee 
May 6 after the 9:30 AM Mass 
in Mulhern Hall 

How do we know God’s will? 

How do we hear God’s voice? 

How do we know God approves of 
our big life choices? 

It took Ignatius time, practice, and 
experience to discover how to 
discern God’s voice in his life. 
Learn about the tools and methods 
for discernment discovered by St  
Ignatius of Loyola. 

ARCHBISHOP GREGORY URGES PARTICIPATION AT THE 2018 EUCHARISTIC 

CONGRESS 
Archbishop Wilton Gregory is urging Atlanta Catholics to participate in the 
Archdiocesan Eucharistic Congress, That They All May Be One, on June 1-2 at 
the Georgia International Convention Center.  For more information, go to:  
https://archatl.com/events/2018-eucharistic-congress/ 

https://archatl.com/events/2018-eucharistic-congress/


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 

Monday, April 30 Eugene Hadamuvsky †  
Thursday, May 3 Laura Thuman †  
Friday, May 4  Paul Haran †                    

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Margaret Pryor  
 
Please pray for those who have died: 
Owen Norris, brother of Ryan Norris 
 
Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist: 
Veronica Voetsch  
Carter Malcom 
Zoe Dillon 
Matthew Harrison  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an 
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the 
express permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

JOIN STM PARISH  
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory  
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish 
offices during normal business hours.  

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., May 1  RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library 
 
Wed., May 2  More Eats—6:00 PM—Mulhern Hall  
   Introduction to Catholicism Book Study with Fr. Mark—7:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Meeting—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room 
   
Thurs., May 3  Cancer Sewing Circle—9:00 AM—St. Julie Room  
   Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room 
   Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field 
   Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym  
 
Sat., May 5  First Holy Eucharist—8:30 AM—Church 
   Knights of Columbus Trivia Night 4th Degree—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall 
 
Sun., May 6  Hearing God’s “Voice” - 10:30 AM—Mulhern Hall 
   The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library 
   EDGE/Lifeteen Meetings, Youth Mass and Dinner         
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mhorak@stmga.org 
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Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
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Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 

Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 

Shelly Stafford, Communications 
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Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators  
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Emails for STM Business Only 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
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FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Let me draw your attention to a 
number of odds and ends. 
 
First, I remind parishioners to 
support the Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal by making a financial gift.  
The goal set for STM this current 
year is $161,900.  Many  
parishioners have already made 
their gifts, but many others have 
not yet done so.  You contribution to the Appeal will help 
finance important Archdiocesan ministries that largely  
benefit STM, and if we exceed our parish goal, that excess 
comes back to the parish 100%.   
 
Second, this past Wednesday, I took our parish  
administrative staff to lunch in recognition of the national 
Administrative Professionals Day.  STM is very fortunate to 
have three wonderful administrative people working in our 
parish offices: Charlotte Collins, Corky Pagoria, and Patricia 
Weaver.  Not only are they especially competent at what 
they do; they always offer a most pleasant welcome to  
callers and visitors to the parish offices.  I am grateful to 
them. 
 
Third, have you noticed - as I have – that the demographics 
of STM are changing in exciting ways.  We seem to be  
attracting more and more families with young children.  
Indeed, at the 9:30 AM Sunday Mass especially, it seems 
that 50% of those present are under the age of 16.  This is 
a wonderful development, and it bodes well for the future 
of our Church in general and our parish in particular.  
Please make these little ones and their parents feel  
especially welcome.   
 
Fourth, I am surprised at what parishioners sometimes tell 
me that they have been told by priests.  For instance, I was 
told the other day that one of our parishioners was told by 
a priest that she could only receive Communion once a 
day.  This is simply not true.  Because the reception of 
Communion is so central to our celebration of Eucharist, 
persons who have received Communion at Mass may  
receive it again on the same day provided they participate 
actively at that second Mass.  Code of Canon Law, #917. 
 
Fifth, our STM Social Justice Committee is seeking several 
new members.  The Committee is charged with developing 
and directing the STM social justice program, including  
advocacy and education activities and the distribution of a 
large amount of parish revenue to deserving local and  
international service organizations. The Committee meets 
periodically, and the normal expectation is that members 
of the Committee will serve a term of three years.  If any 
parishioner is interested in being part of this ministry, send 
me your name and a brief description of the basis of your 
interest. I will forward your name to the members for the 
Committee for further action. 
 

Sixth, many of you have been asking about Fr. Pat and how 
his recovery from foot surgery is going.  Pat is doing well 
and is following all the instructions of his doctors and  
therapists.  His recovery is progressing, albeit slowly.  The 
latest word is that Fr. Pat should be back with us sometime 
in June.  He thanks those parishioners who have sent him 
cards and notes. 
 
Seventh, I thank Mesrak Belatchew and Kunle Oguneye and 
the other STM parishioners who organized and presented 
the Introducing Africa program last Sunday morning in 
Mulhern Hall.  A large group of parishioners, including 
many children, learned about the diversity and beauty of 
the various African cultures, and we were reminded that all 
of us are created equal in the image and likeness of God. 
 
By the way, this sort of program invariably happens  
because individual parishioners recognize in themselves a 
particular talent or knowledge that they want to share with 
other parishioners.  Our Sunday morning Coffeehouse  
program is ideally suited to this sort of exchange.  If you 
would like to share some special experience of expertise 
with other STM parishioners, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org and make an offer. 
 
Finally, STM parishioners, especially our children, love the 
coffee and donut fellowship after the 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM 
Sunday Masses.  However, this fellowship only happens 
because parishioners volunteer to set up before and clean 
up after the activity.  Lately, we have had some difficulty in 
getting parishioners to volunteer for this ministry.  I  
encourage parishioners – perhaps a family – to take a turn 
at this.  It is not difficult or particularly demanding work, 
and it provides a substantial benefit to many others.  And 
remember, the proceeds of the sale of coffee, donuts, 
juice, and bagels support the STM Youth Group summer 
camp and mission trips. If you can help, let Michele  
McHale-Pickard know at youth@stmga.org. 
 
Fr. Mark  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at   
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign 
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information 
form are available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at  
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be  
required to participate in a marriage preparation  
program. For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship 
and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call 
one of the STM priests. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY  

SECOND COLLECTION  

April 29  Catholic Home Missions 
May 13  Catholic Communications  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in 
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15pm for 
a Holy Hour for Life. 

PARISH FINANCES 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 

RCIA 

Several teens spoke to the RCIA about service and 
their faith. 

MY PARISH APP 

mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org


For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact Mrs. McP  404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle— 
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

EDGE: 
Thurs., May 3— A2: Adoration in the AM, 7:30-7:55 AM, Chapel  
Sun., May 6—EDGE Meeting, 3:30-5:15 PM, Youth Room. 5th grade move-up day and 8th grade move-up to Lifeteen. 
Youth Mass, 5:30 PM, Sanctuary. Dinner, 6:30-6:55 PM, Mulhern Hall (optional). Youth MUST be picked up by 6:55 PM in 
Mulhern hall (parent MUST come in!)  
 

LIFETEEN: 
Sun., May 6—Youth Mass, 5:30 PM, Sanctuary. Dinner, 6:30 PM, Mulhern Hall (optional). Lifeteen Meeting (LAST ONE!), 
7:00-8:30 PM, Youth Room.  
 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
If your high school senior will be a college Freshman this fall, please take a moment to let us know where they'll be  
attending college.  We want to be able to send them a little something close to their first finals to let them know they are 
still loved and a part of the fabric of their faith home of STM. The sign up genius link can be found on the Lifeteen page 
on the parish website. 
 

STARVE WARS! SERVICE EVENT  
June 1, 2018 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative effort between the Archdiocese of Atlanta's Justice and Peace Ministries, Catholic Relief 
Services, Helping Hands and the people of the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  
In order to be more inclusive, both sessions will have Spanish interpreters and the second session will be set up to  
accommodate those living with disabilities. Space is limited and registration is required to participate.  
https://congress.archatl.com/schedule/  
 

MOVIE MORALS 
June 26-29 from 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM in the Youth Room  
Come explore Hollywood through the eyes of your Christian faith! The movie selection for movie goers is based on the 
pillars of the theme “Doing More for Others,” Respect Life, Celebrate Diversity, Act Responsibly and God in all Things. 
Hosted by EDGE and Mr. Christopherson. Only 40 seats available for incoming 6th graders to 8th graders. Cost is $75 
dollars, due by May 1st to the school or May 30th to STM Parish office attn. Mrs. McP! Please don ’t let money be the is-
sue, if it is contact Mr. C bschristopherson@stmga.org or Mrs. McP youth@stmga.org and we will work to make Movie 
Moral happen for you! Visit the parish website to download the registration form. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
RETIREMENT RECEPTION  

We will be celebrating 48 years of service for 
Melody Summers right after the 9:30 AM Mass  
this weekend in Mulhern Hall. Please spread 
the word to current and former students, 
friends, and parishioners. Come share your 
appreciation and memories! 
 
 

BUSTED HALO’S FR. JACK COLLINS, CSP VISITS STM 

SCHOOL 
Fr. Jack Collins, CSP from Busted 
Halo’s “You Don’t Know Jack” video 
series, visited STM School’s 6th grade 
class last week and talked to them 
about the Old Testament and Easter. 
The entire video recording of Fr. Jack 
Collins’s visit to STM can be found on 
the STM School’s Facebook page. 
Busted Halo is a unique media  
resource that utilizes a relevant and  
accessible voice to help people  

understand the Catholic faith & share it with others. 

STM SCHOOL STUDENTS COMPETE IN  

ORATORICAL COMPETITION 

Middle School students competed in the Oratorical  
competition with the 
theme “Inventions 
That Have Improved 
the Quality of Life.” 
7th grader, Veronica 
Else, 8th grader, 
Claire Tharp, and 
7th grader, Phineas 
Johnson were the 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place 
winners. Veronica will  
represent STM School 
at the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta Oratorical 
Competition.  
Congratulations to 
our winners! 

 

From left to right Phineaus, Veronica and 
Claire. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-college
https://congress.archatl.com/schedule/


PARISH LIFE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

MAY ROSARY CALL FOR REVIVAL IN THE CHURCH  
Tuesday, May 1st at 1PM EST 
Walking with Purpose and Endow are linking arms to pray for revival in the Church, and we hope you will join us!  
Reaching the millions of people who have walked away from the faith will require many laborers in the vineyard. Instead 
of competing, we want to collaborate. May our prayers unite and be a firehose of intercession on behalf of those we long 
to come to know Christ personally. Call-in number: 641-715-3580 Access Code: 978-013. This call will be recorded and 
available for playback online at www.walkingwithpurpose.com under Latest News. 
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN  
Sat., May 12; 9:30 AM -12 PM; Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Physician Victoria Musey, of Our 
Lady of the Assumption Church, Atlanta, will be the guest speaker at the Magnificat meal. All women are warmly invited. 
Cost is $20 per person. Reservations are made in advance. Check-in is at the door. Please send name, address and  
contact information by May 6 with check payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation to Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, 
Lilburn, GA 30047. Contact: Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.  

MORE EATS 
May 2nd  6:00 – 7:30 PM,  Mulhern Hall     
Adults $5.00            Children $2.50 
Chicken Pot Pie, Mashed Potatoes, Applesauce, Salad, Rolls, “Dump” cake with whipped cream. New families and  
individuals are invited to enjoy a complimentary meal RSVP via phone 404-378-4588 or email ccollins@stmga.org. 
 

JUBILEE CELEBRATION FOR SISTER MARY PRINISKI 
Sister Mary Priniski is celebrating her golden jubilee (50 years) as a Dominican Sister of Adrian. She has 
served as director of the Boston Labor Guild and has worked with Southerners for Economic Justice, 
Interfaith Worker Justice and the Service Employees International Union. She earned her doctorate in 
Missiology from Union Institute and holds a master’s degree from Aquinas Institute in healthcare  
mission. The emphasis in her studies was the process needed for transformation toward a perspective 
of those who are poor. Currently she is Project Coordinator for Gathering for Mission, sponsored by the 
Catholic Committee of the South, the purpose of which is to engage church leadership on all levels 
through a dialogic process with the voice and vision of Pope Francis. We will be celebrating the jubilee 
with Sister Mary at the Noon Mass on May 6th. 

 

THE S FACTOR MAY ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE  
Thurs., May 17   Lunch at Sprig  
Fri., May 18   Tai Chi 10:30 AM (new session of 10 weeks)  
Fri., May 18   Movie Night "The Darkest Hour"   
Wed., May 30   Veterans Service Project Planning meeting 11:30 
   AM Julie room  
 

SUNDAY MORNING DONUTS HELP NEEDED 

Do you love the smell of coffee brewing and fresh donuts 
and bagels on a Sunday morning?  Would you be sad not 
to be able to enjoy  a cup 'o joe and some wonderful  
conversations after masses this summer?  We are in need 
of a coordinator for Sunday morning donuts (after the 8:00 
AM & 9:30 AM Masses) for mid-May through August.  The 
task is simple, the donuts are delivered to Mulhern Hall by 

Dunkin' Donuts and we'll ask others to help as well.  Contact Michele McP 
at youth@stmga.org or 404-378-4588 ext 119. 
 

COME TO THE CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION  
The STM Knights of Columbus Council 4358 and the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Assembly 172 are sponsoring a 
Cinco de Mayo Trivia night on Saturday May 5th in Mulhern Hall.  The doors will open at 6:30 pm and the Trivia event 
runs from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.  Tickets will sold at the door and are $10.00 per person or a table of 8 will be $75.00.  Food 
and drink will be available for purchase.  Come enjoy the fun.  
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS 
Vacation Bible School will be held July 9-13, 2018. Stay tuned for more details. 

The S Factor experienced the emotional and moving 
tour of the Center for Human & Civil Rights.   

mailto:youth@stmga.org


RADICAL SPIRIT  
April 29, 2018, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, Cannon Chapel, Emory University  
Joan Chittister, whom Publishers Weekly calls “one of the most well-known and trusted contemporary spiritual authors,” 
is a force of nature for social justice, and a passionate proponent of spiritual enrichment. Drawing on the ancient  
teachings of the saints, Sister Joan offers a practical program to help transform our thinking and rebel against our fears 
and insecurities. Free—Registration Required. To help defray the costs of this event, we ask for a suggested donation of 
$25.00. Please reserve your seats at: www.aquinas.emory.edu.  
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY: JESUIT GUIDE TO (ALMOST) EVERYTHING  
A 14-week study of James Martin, SJ’s book on everything Jesuit and Ignatian. This series is an excellent 
primer on the basics of Ignatian thought and prayer. Learn about Saint Ignatius as well as discernment 
and prayer methods. Tuesday evenings, May 15 - August 14. Register at is.gd/JesuitGuide2018. Space is  
limited. Led by Andy Otto. For more information contact aotto@stmga.org. 

 

 

 

FROM GALILEO TO LAUDATO SI’ WITH BR GUY CONSOLMAGNO  
We are grateful to Br. Guy Consolmagno, SJ for sharing his joy, wisdom, and humor on 
Sunday, April 15. We had nearly 300 people in attendance as he shared about the rich 
history of scientific and astronomical discovery in our Church as well as his work at the 
Vatican Observatory. Learn more at  vofoundation.org.  
 
 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY) 
 
May 6: Donuts and Discernment—How do we know God’s 
will? How do we hear God’s voice? How do we know God 
approves of our big life choices? It took Ignatius time,  
practice, and experience to discover how to discern God’s 
voice in his life. Learn about the tools and methods for  
discernment discovered by St Ignatius of Loyola.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

BUTTERFLY CROSS PROJECT 
The purple butterflies adorning the cross in the Narthex during Lent called our attention to the  
pervasiveness of suffering due to gender-based harassment, violence, and other injustice among the women 
in our parish community. The butterflies now are interspersed among the trees on our campus for the  
remainder of the Easter season. These women’s stories remain with us; may the butterflies’ presence in our 
trees remind us of the hopefulness inherent in our shared commitment to addressing this issue as a parish.  
 

DEAM THANKS STM PARISHIONERS 
The Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM) thanked STM parishioners, especially our parishioners who volunteer 
time at DEAM, for their support of DEAM's ministry on behalf of the poor and homeless in Decatur.  At DEAMs' annual  
Volunteer Appreciation luncheon last week, DEAM representatives reported that, in 2017, DEAM has provided food to 
more than 1900 area families, prevented utilities from being shut off for nearly 500 local households , and provided for 
medication and other health care to dozens of persons. 
 
STM parishioners Patsy Warren and Patricia Weaver coordinate STM's participation in DEAM's work.  In addition, STM 
makes an annual financial gift to support DEAM's ministry. 
 

CRISTO REY ACKNOWLEDGES STM GIFT 
Mr. William Garrett, President of Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School, , has thanked STM parishioners for continuing to 
support the tuition of four Cristo Rey students with a substantial financial gift.  Mr. Garrett writes:  "The lives of the four 
students you support will be forever changed by having the opportunity to attend a Cristo Rey school....  You help make 
the dream of a quality, Catholic educational experience available to young men and women of limited economic means." 


