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“GOD IS IN MY BROTHER” BY JOHN HENRY“

John Henry, an eighth grader at St. Thomas More, wrote a moving essay
about his brother, Matthew, and the journey his basketball team went on this
year.
Matthew offers his Down Syndrome challenge as a doorway to a deeper
understanding of love and commitment. All of us take on our challenges to
manifest God’s love and glory. The 8th grade boys discovered this lesson in a
profound way as demonstrated by Matthew.
Please visit the parish website (www.stmgaparish.org) to read the essay and
watch the video of Matthew at the free throw line (both are linked on the
home page under Youth Groups.)

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

St. Thomas More 8th Grade Basketball Team

STM HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEW DATES ADDED

We have been given additional dates
for volunteers on May 6,13 & 20th.
Please visit the parish website to
sign up (www.stmgaparish.org). We
need your help!
St. Thomas More Church is
co-sponsoring a new house build
through Habitat for Humanity/
DeKalb. STM will be responsible for
providing worker volunteers,
including a couple persons each
work day to organize the food for
the volunteers.
If you have further questions,
contact Greg Amoroso at:
lgjb209@gmail.com.

STM YAM raised the roof (literally!) at Habitat
for Humanity on Saturday, April 8.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, May 1, 2017
5:30 PM Andrea Moss

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, May 2, 2017
5:30 PM Pat Fenstemaker †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, May 3, 2017
5:30 PM Dalpra family and spouses
THURSDAY, May 4, 2017
5:30 PM Fr. Richard Kieran †
FRIDAY, May 5, 2017
5:30 PM Janet Johnson
Please pray for those who recently died:
Steven Miller

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Open position, Plant Manager
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
financially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
Several STM parishioners have
recently formed a small prayer/
social group and have been
meeting monthly for the past three
or four months. They have been
kind enough to invite me to their
gatherings, and I joined them twice
now. Being with them and
listening to them pray together has
been very consoling and
heartening.
The parishioners in the group are Rob and Laura
Bielamowizc, Rob and Michelle Breteauer, Richard and
Kellie Brownlow, and Gus and Kate Garay. All of them live
within walking distance of each other in a quiet
neighborhood off Lawrenceville Highway about 15
minutes from STM.
When the group meets, they don’t do anything
extraordinary, certainly not anything that any other STM
family couldn’t also do. They spend the first half hour or
so chatting and sharing a glass of wine and some light
food. Then they sit down together in the living room.
The host couple leads a brief prayer, typically a reading
from one of the Gospels. This is typically followed by a
short period of silent reflection and private prayer. Then
the participants share what has moved them about the
Scripture and how they have experienced this Jesus of
the Gospel in their personal and family lives.
Their sharing is honest and inspiring. No one is
embarrassed either to speak what’s on his or her mind or
to receive what another participant offers. There is
occasional humor, and although the overall atmosphere
is serious, it is never oppressive or pious. After about an
hour or this prayerful conversation, the meeting breaks
up and the participants return to their own homes.
I have offered to celebrate Eucharist with the group in
one of their homes as part of some future gathering, and
I expect that will happen one day. I would like that very
much, but it will be the group’s call, not mine. This
gathering of a small group of parishioners for prayer and
conversation is not “Father’s project;” the initiative is all
theirs.
The benefits of forming this sort of small group within a
larger parish community are many. The obvious benefit
is the shared prayer and reflection in a less formal
environment. More to the point, the prayer and
conversation are led by non-clerics. In my experience, lay
persons are sometimes uncomfortable praying aloud,
uncomfortable even talking about things spiritual or
religious. But these parishioners are at ease with one
another, and the more often they meet, the more
comfortable they are with sharing. Surely God smiles

when he sees them, and surely Jesus is in their midst
praying alongside them.
Also, I am sure that the friendship among the group
members grows each time they meet, not just because
they share food and drink when they come together, but
more so because they share the more intimate activity of
praying together and sharing their personal and family
experience of God with one another.
I encourage other parishioners to form similar groups.
Perhaps the group would be neighborhood-based.
Perhaps the group will be mostly persons who already
know one another, but ideally it will include at least one
couple or individual that you don’t know. Make this
activity a conscious part of your religious life. If I can
assist with this, let me know.
Let me shift to a couple other topics.
First, STM has made a major commitment to collaborate
with Habitat for Humanity to provide low-cost housing in
the Atlanta area. STM recently made a large donation to
fund a new project in Lithonia, and construction is
underway. We need volunteers to help on May 6, 13, and
20. Go to the STM website for more information and an
on-line sign-up form.
Second, I encourage parishioners to volunteer to serve
the parish community as lectors at Sunday Masses.
Qualified persons are those who are not squeamish
about publicly proclaiming the Word to the Assembly,
who have a good strong voice, and who believe deeply in
what they are proclaiming. If you are interested and able,
contact Joe Messina at: jmessina@stmga.org.
And finally, I am sorry to say that we continue to
experience the occasional unpleasantness of persons
coming onto the property who aggressively ask
parishioners and parish staff for money and other
material support, sometimes well before the parish
offices open and sometimes after hours. Occasionally,
these persons have become belligerent and threatening,
and on a weekday morning just last week, before the
parish offices were open, a particular person who has
become a recurring problem badly fouled the women’s
bathroom in the narthex area. Some parishioners and
staff have expressed their concern for their safety in such
a situation.
I again ask parishioners not to offer money or other
material support to persons soliciting help on parish
property. To do so only encourages further solicitations.
As always, respond to their requests with respect and
empathy, but refer them to the parish offices. Parish
staff is prepared to offer them food and other assistance.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
There are no words for the thanks that are due for the
hard work done by the RCIA team all year with our now
Neophytes and Candidates.
Thanks to…
Carl & Fran, our RCIA directors, for making this a truly
wonderful experience.
Richard Joseph for gathering great Sponsors and people to
break open the Word with those seeking to join the
Church.
Louanne Bachner and Fr. Pat for great presentations and
presence.
The Sponsors who gave of their time & talent to walk with
these people.
And a heartfelt thanks to the Knights of Columbus who
provided a beautiful reception after the Vigil.
He is Risen indeed!

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.
LITURGY NOTES—
In the reading from the First Letter of Peter, we hear that
we are to conduct ourselves with reverence. With
reverence, we should approach each other. Pope
Benedict XVI pointed out in his encyclical Deus caritas est
that charitable works are not enough. Love must
accompany those deeds. “Church charitable
organizations are responsible for reinforcing members
so that through their words, silence, and example they
may be witnesses to Christ” (31).
The disciples on the road to Emmaus were transformed
as they heard Jesus break open the Scriptures. Reflecting
on this, we can see how the Resurrection was a transcendent event that occurred in history. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church teaches that the Resurrection was
both a historical and a transcendent event, a work of the
Trinity offering salvation to all (639, 648, 655).
Pastoral Liturgy… Rev. J. Philip Horrigan

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues May 2

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues May 2

RCIA Class 7:00 PM St Julie Room

Wed May 3

Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library

Wed May 3

More Eats 6:00 PM Mulhern Hall

Wed May 3

KofC 4th Degree Mtg 7:00 PM St Julie Room

Thurs May 4

Cancer Sewing Group 9:00 AM St Julie Room

Sat May 6

1st Holy Communion 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM

Sat May 6

Baptism Class 10:00 AM Parish Library

Sun May 7

Children’s Liturgy 9:30 AM Chapel

Sun May 7

The Word 10:30 AM Parish Library

Sun May 7

Baptisms 2:00 PM Church

Sun May 7

EDGE Meeting 6:30 PM Youth Room

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
 Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
 Eucharistic Ministers—If you have been Confirmed, you are eligible to become an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Eucharist (EM). Please email Elaine (te e ns@stmga.org) if you are interested in becoming an EM and I will set up a
training for you. Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
 Online applications and all paperwork is due NOW for Catholic Heart Workcamp. Check your emails or the parish
website for details.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
 EDGE meets April 30th.
 May 4th—Adoration in the AM from 7:35 AM to 8:00 AM in the Chapel.
 May 6th—Middle School XLT! Sign up on parish website.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
STM SUPPORTS CRISTO REY STUDENTS

RESOURCES ON REFUGEE CARE

Thanks to a generous gift from STM to Cristo Rey Atlanta,
STM is deeply involved in resettling a refugee family from
STM parishioners are sponsoring four young students there. the Central African Republic. Parishioners may want to
Below is a brief profile of one of these four.
volunteer to help with this service. If so, contact Bryn
Murphy at brynelisemurphy@gmail.com or Jen Dalmy at
Tanya is a member of the Cristo Rey class jen.gossett@gmail.com. If parishioners simply want to learn
of 2018. She works five days each month more about this issue and how they might help in other
for corporate work study position at
ways, go to the Jesuit Refugee Service (North America)
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta which
website at: www.jrsusa.org, or the Jesuit Refugee Service
pays about two-thirds of her tuition. The (International) website at: en.jrs.net.
principal at Cristo Rey Atlanta says this
about her: "Tayna is a very focused and
STM HABITAT FOR HUMANITY PROJECT
mature junior who consistently works to Special thanks to Corky,
achieve high grades. She does
Marie, Charlotte and
particularly well in AP English and Latin III.”
Carol for preparing/
serving meals this past
STARVE WARS! RETURNS FOR A SECOND EPISODE
Saturday at our Habitat
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative effort between the
for Humanity build.
Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Justice and Peace Ministries,
Catholic Relief Services, Helping Hands and the people of
New May dates have
the Archdiocese of Atlanta. We are seeking 650 volunteers
been added. If you
of all ages to help pack 100,000 meals to go to the
would like to volunteer,
impoverished developing country of Burkina Faso in Africa.
please visit the parish
website to sign up.
The event will take place Friday, June 16th in Hall A at the
Georgia International Convention Center in College Park.
There will be two sessions, 9:00 AM -10:30 AM and 11:00
AM - 12:30 PM.
Space is limited and online registration is required to
participate. Register or donate now on the parish website.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
WELCOME TO THE PARISH
Dwayne and Erin Vaughn
Charlie and Cathy Kennedy
Deborah Magsaysay
Marc and Laura DuCharme
Jeong and Joon Chung & Family
Jonathan and Amy Atteberry & Family
Mark & Susan Mulligan
Sherri Junglin
Renato & Mary Dell'Osso
Chris and Lindsay Brouillette & Family
Grace Metros
Fiona O'Carroll
David & Jacquelyn O'Banion & Family
Mike and Patty Garcia-Roig & Family

ATTENTION SENIORS WHO RIDE THE BUS
The bus will not be available for the Seniors on May 6th.
Pickups will be on May 7th for the 5:30 PM Mass.

THE S FACTOR MAY ACTIVITIES
May 1st thru 11th
May 17
May 19
May 24

Visitations to STM shut-ins
Trip to Monroe with lunch at Blue
Willow
Movie Night "20th Century
Women"
Lunch at Wahoo

MAY BOOK CLUB MEETING
The next book meeting is May 17 at Ann's house.

MORE EATS

Mark your calendars – More Eats on Wednesday, May 3rd.
Dinner menu: Baked Spaghetti, Vegetables, Salad, Fruit,
Garlic Bread, and Tiramisu.

SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS
Mary Poppins is coming to STM! The
More Player’s fall production of Mary
Poppins runs October 6-8 and 13-15,
and we would love for you to be a part
of the fun. Auditions will be held May
13, 10 AM-4 PM in the Music
Classroom. Check the narthex for the
sign-up list.
Would you like to be part of the
production crew? We need “Practically
Perfect” people to help with set
construction, backstage help, ad sales, costumes and more.
Contact Patty Guenthner (director) at mole118@att.net.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LEADERS NEEDED!
Adult Volunteer Leaders are needed - WE NEED YOU to
make this a success! Your child attends FREE of charge if you
volunteer to be a leader. Rising 8th graders and older can
also sign up to be helpers. Sign up on the parish web site or
contact Elaine Phillips for more info ephillips@stmga.org. The
camp is July 10-14th 9:00 AM- 12:00 noon for rising
Kindergarten through rising 7th grade.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months –
preschool (including 3 yr olds no longer enrolled in
Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30
AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes before
each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each week.
You can focus on mass while they have fun and play in a safe
place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room.
Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese
security clearance required and provided. Questions?
Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock
404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
25TH ANNIVERSARY MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST

All women are invited to the 25TH ANNIVERSARY MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST on Sat., May 6, 2017, from 9:30 AM-12
PM at Holy Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Join in this special celebration with chapter founders Olga
Myers, Elyse O’Kane and Jan Nerone. Breakfast reservations are $15 and must be made in advance. Please mail check,
payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, by April 29 to: Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. Check-in is
at the door for those with reservations only. For information call Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216.

CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOL CONFERENCE – MAY 26, 2017

The IHM Georgia Homeschool Conference will be held at St. Andrew Catholic Church – Parish Hall, 675 Riverside
Road, in Roswell, on Friday, May 26th (12:00 PM – 6:00 PM). This is the perfect event for those who are curious and
want to discover more about Catholic homeschooling. Admission is free and pre-registration is not required. For
more information, please visit www.ihmconference.org or email: info@ihmconference.org.

2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

Each year the Eucharistic Congress brings together Catholics from across the archdiocese and the country to celebrate
the visible, living presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. The theme for this year’s Congress comes from the Book of Joshua
24:15, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” Come join us at the Georgia International Convention Center on
June 16th and 17th and get energized by music, inspiring talks, payer and much more! For additional information, please
visit http://congress.archatl.com/.

CAMP INVENTION AT STM JUNE 5-9
9AM-3:30PM (Regular Hours)!

Register at www.campinvention.org or 800.968.4332.
High school and college students needed for
leadership interns. Please email kkissell@stmga.org for
more information.

EMPTY BOWLS UPDATE

The total amount of money raised at the Third Annual STM Empty Bowls night was $2,200!
That money will go to ServeHaiti and the Good Shepherd School. Thank you for your
support and generosity!

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
Spiritual Life and the Search for Meaning in an
Unfinished Universe—May 4-7 with Dr. John F. Haught. Dr.
John Haught is a distinguished scholar who leads us into
the mystery of science and faith.
Visit ignatiushouse .org/we e ke nd-retreats to register.

POPE FRANCIS’ APRIL PRAYER INTENTIONS
Youth.
That young people may respond generously to their
vocations and seriously consider offering themselves to
God in the priesthood or consecrated life.

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

