
  

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY 9:00 am 
5:30 pm (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 am 
9:30 am 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 pm 

 
MON, WED, FRI 

12:15 pm 
5:30 pm 

 
TUE & THURS 

5:30 pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 pm  

or by appointment 
 

MAY 1, 2016|  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

The Life of St. Ignatius  

Fundamental Aspects of Ignatian Spirituality 

  *  Living in the Moment.  Experiencing God’s  
      unconditional love for each and all of us. 

  *  The Principle and Foundation.  Our purpose in life. 

  *  Gratitude.  Living and loving in our parish today. 

About the Presenter 

As  Ignatius House Retreat Director, Bruce 
is busy with  spiritual direction, mentoring 
the staff and, with the Executive Director,  

ensuring the retreat experience is true to Ignatian  
Spirituality and the Ignatius House mission. 

  

                                                   St. Thomas More 

        May  16th, 17th & 18th 

                           7:00—8:30 pm 

      In the Main Church 

“Living Ignatian Spirituality Today” 

Presented by Rev. Bruce Maivelett, S.J. 
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MONDAY, May 2, 2016 
12:15 PM   Teresa Zawadska † 
5:30 PM     Elizabeth House † 
  
TUESDAY, May 3, 2016  
5:30 PM    Tony Stanton † 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 4, 2016 
12:15 PM    Garrett and Mark Meyers † 
5:30 PM      The members of STM † 
  
THURSDAY, May 5, 2016 
5:30 PM      Johannes Darmawan † 
  
FRIDAY, May 6, 20166 
12:15 PM    George and Betty Messner † 
5:30 PM      V J Coberly †  
  
SATURDAY, May 7, 2016 
9:00 AM      The Meyers Family 
5:30 PM      The members of STM  
  
SUNDAY, May 8, 2016 
8:00 AM     Howard Moon † 
9:30 AM     Mother’s Day Novena 
12:00 PM   The members of STM 
5:30 PM     Eleanor Dudasko † 

To add the names of those who are seriously ill or  remove 
names please contact Charlotte Collins 404-378-4588 or 
ccollins@stmga.org 
Please update regularly. You may add names or special inten-
tions in the book outside of the Adoration Chapel. 

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, S. T. M. School 
jraymond@stmga.org  

At the Masses this coming week, the people of  
St. Thomas More will remember the following 
persons along with all the living and dead. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

PRAYER LIST 

Mike Allain 
Flora Chen 
Cleo Coleman 
Sherry Garrett 
Joe Giordano 
Kelly Hughes 
Ricky Jacobs 
Marilyn Kaut 

Michael Lynn 
Bruce Militello 
Aubrey Morgan 
Joanne Nurss 
Annie Phinessee 
Paula Pungello 
Jacqueline Reese 
Laura Seaman 

Danny Shriver 
Marshall Sussin  
 and family 
Wilma N. Stone  

Bernice Vavro  
Terry Walters 
Joni Warrington 

6th Sunday of Easter 
 
 “…do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”     
JOHN 14:27 
 
Our limited human understanding cannot begin to under-
stand the immense power of God.  Instead of trusting in 
God, we think we can control every outcome.  Do you want 
to make God laugh?  Tell Him your plans.  The next time 
worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, thank God for all He has 
given you and trust He has a better plan for you. 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Find the  scripture readings for today and everyday on 
the US Conference of Catholic Bishops website: 
www.usccb.org/bible/readings 
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The other day I had the oppor-

tunity to preside at a Mass at 

St. Peter Claver Regional Catho-

lic School outside Decatur. The 

school is located adjacent to 

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church, about three miles 

south of Decatur. St. Peter 

Claver is a very small K through 

8 school – fewer than 100 kids. It serves a student 

population that is almost entirely African-American, 

with a few Latino and Asian kids added to the mix. 

 

As I stood at the presider’s chair, looking out at the St. 

Peter Claver children, I thought to myself, “How differ-

ent this school is from St. Thomas More School (which 

is actually pretty diverse), and how even more differ-

ent it is from my former school at Holy Trinity in 

Washington DC.” 

 

“Yet,” I thought, “Jesus is for these little ones as much 

as he is for anyone.” 

 

As I was thinking on this, one of the students was do-

ing the first Scripture reading. The passage was from 

the Acts of the Apostles and described the earliest 

disciples preaching the Gospel in new places to new 

peoples of very different cultures and languages. The 

reading reminded me of the usual reading on Pente-

cost: under the influence of the Holy Spirit, the disci-

ples preached to “Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 

inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,” 

and so on. And each person heard the Gospel in his 

or her own native language. Scripture scholars sug-

gest that listing all these places throughout the 

known world was the writer’s way of saying that the 

disciples were carrying out the Risen Jesus’ command 

to preach the Gospel to all, without exception. And by 

saying that each one heard the preaching in his or 

her own native language, the writer may be saying 

that each one was able to experience the Risen Jesus 

in his own personal and community context. In other 

words, Jesus truly meets us where we are and speaks 

to us in ways we can understand. 

 

Many of you have had opportunities to travel over-

seas and encounter people of very different cultures. 

I have been fortunate to spend considerable time in 

places like the Guatemalan refugee camps in the 

south of Mexico, in Chile, in Vietnam and Cambodia, 

in Croatia, Palestine, and several countries of Western 

Europe. Though some of these experiences were  

difficult, there was great value in being the only white 

person, or the only American, or the only English-

speaking person, in many of these places. I learned 

first-hand from these peoples how different their par-

ticular concerns and needs and life experiences were 

from my own, and how differently they understood 

Jesus and Church. But when we came together for 

worship, I realized we held in common what was most 

important: that God is father of each one of us, that 

Jesus is for each one of us, and that the Spirit is given 

to each one of us. 

 

By seeking out and sharing our respective experienc-

es of Jesus with people who are different from us, we 

may come to appreciate better the diversity of his 

Body. On the other hand, if we stay only within famil-

iar circles, we risk concluding that the Church is able 

to speak with only one voice and that everyone hears 

with the same set of ears. 

 

I have served in parishes where some parishioners 

settled down with one small circle of friends and 

effectively closed themselves off from others. I have 

heard parishioners say that what they liked about a 

particular parish or Mass time was that everyone 

there was like them. 

 

I encourage parishioners to seek a broad experience 

of our wonderfully diverse Church. At least occasion-

ally, visit other parishes and see how they do things 

and how they preach. At least occasionally participate 

in a Mass at STM which is not your “usual.” Check out 

the websites of other diocese and parishes; see what 

their interests and concerns are. Read religious peri-

odicals and op-ed pieces by writers who have a per-

spective different from yours. 

 

There is indeed only one Body, but, as St. Paul says, it 

is made up of many different members. The diversity 

of members does not threaten the Body; rather, it 

adds richness and strength. 

 

Fr. Mark 

FROM THE PASTOR  
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DONUTS & COFFEE IN MULHERN AFTER THE 8:00 & 9:30 AM MASSES 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

      • May 1st is the last day of class for LifeTeen  
      • We still need teen helpers for Vacation Bible School June 27—July 1! Please contact  
         Elaine Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org.  
 
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

• EDGE summer camp: June 6 - 11th.  Paperwork is OVERDUE.  Please check your email, or find the forms, 
links  and instruction on the parish website.  Final balance payments due May 20th.  You may pay on-line via  the 
parish website. 
• EDGE CHWC mission trip: July 17 - 23rd. Paperwork is due! 
Please check your email, or find the forms, links and instruction on the parish website.  Final balance payments 
due May 26th. 

PARISH GIVING 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal  $30,288.00 
April 9-10  Offertory  $19,794.44 
  Online  $12,243.50 
 
Total     $32,037.94 

Second Collection Notice 
The second collection for May 7 - 8 will be in support of 
the Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC). Your 
support will help communicate the Gospel through 
Catholic social media activities and enrich our faith 
through Internet, television, radio, and print media. 
Half of all proceeds remain in our archdiocese and 
support local needs, so please be generous in this  
collection.  

A man in a library walks up to the librarian and 
says, “I’ll have a cheeseburger and fries, please.” 

The librarian responds, “Sir, you realize you are 
in a library, don’t you?” 

The man says, “Oh, sorry. [in a whisper] I’ll have 
a cheeseburger and fries, please.” 

STAND FOR THE RIGHT TO LIFE 

Please, join us during our public prayer vigils at the abortion facility located on Cliff Valley Way on Saturday  mornings at 
8:30 am. For info contact Aileen Barreca 404-558-3276 (Stmcathforlife@aol.com) or Jayme Caspall  jcaspall@gmail.com.    
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ADULT FAITH EDUCATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Kirsten Wehner or Alex Brown at 404-765-6291 or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com.  
Follow us at https://www.facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry.  
 

ADULT EDUCATION BIBLE STUDY 
St. Thomas More Parish’s The Word Sunday Adult Bible Study. Every Sunday 10:40–11:50 AM in the  
Parish Library. For more information, contact Jerry Pendrick at jpendrick1@yahoo.com  
 

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY 
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 pm-3 pm in the STM Parish Library. 
For additional info contact Michele McHale Pickard at 404-378-4588 X119 
 

MEN’S EVENING OF REFLECTION 
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:30 pm in the Knights Room. For more  
information about the STM Men’s Evening of Reflection, contact Philip Lee at pal@philiplee.com,  
or follow us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/STMMER/ 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Perpetual Adoration  7 days/24 hours Chapel 

Rosary for Life  Sunday 10:45 am Adoration Chapel 

Holy Hour   Tuesday 6:15 pm Adoration Chapel 

Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 9:30 am Mass 

Children’s Choir  Sunday 10:45 to 11:15 am Choir Room 

Cherub Choir   Sunday 10:45 to 11:15 am Church 

Nursery   Sunday 9:30 am & 12:00 Noon  

Adult Choir   Thursday 7:00 pm Choir Room  Nursery available for Adult Choir 

 

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 

Cancer Sewing Group  First Thursday of the Month 9:00 am St Julie Room 

More Eats    First Wednesday of the Month  

Knights of Columbus  Second Monday of the Month in Knight’s Room  

St Vincent de Paul   First Sunday of the month in Teacher’s Lounge 9:30 am 

Senior Group   Third Wednesday of the month 12:45 pm St Julie Room 

Bridge Group   Every other Wednesday 2:00 pm Parish Library 

Monthly Food Collection  Second full weekend of every month  
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PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

NEW BOOK STUDY GROUP 

All Wednesdays in May (4th, 11th, 18th, 
and 25th).  

Fr. Brent Otto, SJ will lead a discussion of 
Fr. Greg Boyle’s book Tattoos on the 
Heart at Ignatius House from 12:30 to 
2:00 pm and will lead sessions at St. 
Thomas More from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in the 
St. Julie Room.  

ATTENTION SENIORS 

The Seniors Group is taking a vacation. Watch for  
information on the date of return. 
For more information, contact Gerry Dupius at  
gerluc@bellsouth.net 

 

INTERNATIONAL POT LUCK 
Come celebrate Pentecost and our parish diversity by  
attending STM’s International Pot Luck Saturday, May 14th  
in Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 pm Mass. Entertainment will 
be provided by Myrna Hardjorno’s dance group. 
PLEASE  SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
St. Thomas More Parish will host a support group for  
recently bereaved or anyone having difficulty with the loss 
of a loved one. Being with others who are walking the same 
path of loss is a help to many. The group will meet on  
Saturday mornings at 11:00 am in the parish library. If you 
are interested contact: Ann Dugan at 404-378-4588 or  
e-mail Adugan@stmga.org. For this week only the Bereave-
ment Support Group will meet in the St Julie Room.  
 

STM JESUITS NEED A PART-TIME COOK  
The STM Jesuits are looking for a cook to prepare an  
evening meal three nights a week (Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday) for 4 to 6 people.  Shop for these meals  
only.  Paid position.  If interested, contact Fr. Mark at 404-
378-4588, or mhorak@stmga.org.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VBS 
Adults and students needed (rising 8th grade and above) 
Contact Elaine Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP VISION at STM 

Inspired by the uniqueness of our faith community and our response to 
God’s call, the stewardship committee strives to fulfill the Christian mission 
by sharing our time, talent and treasure.  Our vision is to involve and en-
courage all members of the parish to volunteer and support our varied 
ministries and be true disciples of Jesus Christ.  For more information 
about stewardship call Ann Dugan at 404-378-4588 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 2016 
Archbishop Gregory, along with Bishop Talley and Bishop Zarama, ask that you join 
them for this year's Eucharistic Congress at the Georgia International Convention  
Center, June 3rd and 4th. The theme comes from the Gospel of Luke, "Be Merciful Just 
As Your Father Is Merciful".  
For more information,  visit http://congress.archatl.com 
 

SISTER HELEN PREJEAN SPEAKING 
Sister Helen Prejean, known for sparking national dialogue on the death penalty, will 
speak at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Alpharetta on Monday, May 9, at 7:30 p.m.  
St. Thomas Aquinas is located at 535 Rucker Road in Alpharetta. The event is free and 
open to the public.  
 

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH, 60TH ANNIVERSARIES  

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to honor couples married in 1966 and 1956 with an invitation to a Golden/
Diamond Wedding Anniversary Mass on Saturday, October 1, 2016 at 12:00 noon at Saint Brigid Catholic Church. A recep-
tion will follow the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please go to http://tiny.cc/
anniversarymass to RSVP for this event and for additional information.  
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
For information concerning Baptism, call the 
parish office at 404-378-4588 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements with the Church should be made at 
least 9 months in advance. 
 

SPONSORS 
Those wishing to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation please note the requirements. 
 
1. The person must be a registered parishioner for 
at least 3 months. 
2. They must be active in the parish community by 
Mass attendance and by support of the church. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to printing 
by 9:00 am in written form or via email to bulletin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We welcome new families and individuals to our parish.  Stew-
ardship booklets are available in the parish office Monday -
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, by asking a priest or usher after the 
weekend Masses, or in the Immaculata Gift Shop.   

Those who move away, change addresses, phone numbers, or 
family status are asked to notify the parish office at  
404-378-4588 or mdiebold@stmga.org. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING & SPORTS EVENTS  
Children are trafficked for forced labor, domestic work, 
as child soldiers, and for begging; but most children are 
trafficked for sexual exploitation. There is a demand for 
younger and younger victims worldwide, and comes 
from customers in the growing global sex industry. 
Please pray for the children of the world. For more in-
formation, please visit the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against 
Human Trafficking at sistersagainsttrafficking.org. 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

EMPTY BOWLS UPDATE 
The final numbers are in. We raised a total of $5,148.00 for Serve Haiti and the Good Shepherd School. The 
funds will be used to sponsor the Serve Haiti clinic for the week of May 1 and to sponsor two students at the 
Good Shepherd School. Thank you to everyone for jumping in to help those in need!  

 

Parish Verification Forms 
Parish Verification Forms need to be turned in to the STM school office by Friday, May 27, 2016 in order to be eligible 
for the Catholic tuition rate for the 2016-17 school year. All Catholic families are required to have a new form signed 
each year. If you have not done so yet, please download the form from the Admissions section on the school website 
(www.stmga.org) and take it to your parish for your pastor's signature.  

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTIONS 

MAY 2016 
Universal: Respect for Women 
That in every country of the world, women may be honored 
and respected and that their essential contribution to society 
may be highly esteemed. 
Evangelization: Holy Rosary 
That families, communities, and groups may pray the Holy 
Rosary for evangelization and peace. 
 

PRAYER FOR LIFE  

For those who long for the equality of all persons: that their 
dedication to the unborn, the old, the condemned, and the 
forgotten, may grow every day;  
We pray to the Lord. 



8 


