
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         May 5, 2019—3rd Sunday of Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

WOMEN’S RETREAT  

AT THE MONASTERY 
Inviting all women of STM parish 

and school and friends!  
Saturday, May 18th 

9 am to 2 pm 
See page 7 for details 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a pilot evening on Sunday, May 5 after the 5:30 PM Mass. 
The cost is $5 per person (adult or child age 5 and older) to offset the 
cost of food. See page 7 of the bulletin for more information. 

Parishioner Patricia Hamilton will present about suffering in light 
of social justice and Catholic social teaching. Join us in discussion 
with a coffee and donut.  



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, May 6  Joseph Parassery  
Tuesday, May 7  Connie Bobinski † 
Wednesday, May 8 Bennett K. Barclay †     
Thursday, May 9 Howard Moon †                 
Friday, May 10  Merritt Wetzel † 

Please pray for those who have died: 
Delfa Magri, mother of parishioner Julie Magri  
Ollie Keller, grandfather of parishioner Kathleen Bowen  
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Tues., May 7  Scripture Study—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library 
    
Wed., May 8  Bridge Club Ministry—2:00 PM to 5:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
         
Fri., May 10  STM More Players Beauty and the Beast musical—8:00 PM to 11:00 PM—Gym 
 
Sat., May 11  STM More Players Beauty and the Beast musical—8:00 PM to 11:00 PM—Gym 
 
Sun., May 12  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library 
   STM More Players Beauty and the Beast musical—2:00 PM to 6:00 PM—Gym 
 
Mon. May 13   Knights of Columbus Meeting—7:00 PM to 9:00 PM—Youth Room 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Pat Earl, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Rey Del Valle, Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
While the leaders of the Church have 
counseled care of the natural  
environment for centuries, it is only in 
recent years with the onset of new 
environmental threats that those 
leaders have spoken more explicitly 
and with more urgency of the care 
that we owe God’s creation.  Pope 
Francis’ Laudato Si, for example.  This 
teaching, based on Scripture, makes it 
clear that care for God’s creation, 
given as gift to all generations, is not optional.  

God’s command that we care for creation clearly has  
implications for individual choices as well as public  
policy.  How do we as individuals and as a community  
exercise this care? 

Tanya Freeze, a parishioner and a member of the STM  
Social Justice Committee, offers the following reflection on  
this question. 
 
Creation Care = Caring for God’s People 

As long as I can remember, I 
have cared deeply for the  
environment. It made sense 
to me that we would care for 
the planet like we care for 
everything else, and I easily  
connected my Catholic  
Christian faith with  
environmentalism in my mind, 
though when I really think of it 
I wasn’t hearing from church 
leaders about it and I wasn’t 
seeing folks around me at 
church engaging in it. When 
Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical, 
“Laudato Si’: On Care For Our 
Common Home,” came out I 
recall a profound sense of 
relief and validation, though 
after reading it I now  
understand that popes have 
been talking about this issue 
since at least the 70s! After 

becoming involved with Georgia Interfaith Power & Light 
(GIPL), I also now understand that in fact all the world’s major 
faith groups believe there is a moral imperative around caring 
for Creation, though the individuals that make up those faith 
groups do not always hear that message or carry out that  
mission. The other piece that has been added to my  
understanding is the social justice aspect. It is a fact that 97% 
of climate scientists agree that global warming is real and  
human-caused, and it is now also a sad fact that it is at this 
very moment hurting—even killing—real people. These people 
are the most vulnerable among us, affected by things such as 
flooding, or drought, or pollution that is in their neighborhood 
because louder, more wealthy voices said, “not in my  
neighborhood.” This second fact of real harm to our brothers 
and sisters gives us a very clear and more immediate call to 

engage however we can to protect the environment, because 
doing so means protecting people. That’s our job. 
 
In my own life, there are many ways I fail to protect those  
people, but some things I am successful at are: living in a small 
home, choosing to drive a small hybrid vehicle, recycling,  
eating a vegan diet, composting and purchasing used clothing. 
I also sit on the board of directors for GIPL (www.gipl.org), 
headquartered here in Decatur. Its mission is “to engage  
communities of faith in stewardship of Creation as a direct 
expression of our faithfulness and as a religious response to 
global climate change, resource depletion, environmental  
injustice, pollution, and other disruptions in Creation.” I love 
the idea and power of people of different faith traditions  
coming together and taking the lead on these issues. GIPL 
engages communities of faith to build “Green Teams,” offer 
education and workshop opportunities to worshippers, fund 
solar arrays and increase energy efficiency. It also engages in 
important advocacy efforts. It has been a joy to serve this  
organization, and I am looking forward to getting STM more 
involved in these types of actions! 
 
I was asked to offer some things that parishioners and/or our 
parish can do. Here goes!: 
 
1. Experience awe of God’s creation. This doesn’t have to 

happen in exotic locales or even at special places like  
nearby Lullwater Preserve. It can happen in your normal 
day, just in the act of noticing. The sunrise, the trees when 
you’re driving down Ponce, the weed that miraculously 
finds a way through the crack in the sidewalk. 
 

2. Learn about global warming and how it is affecting God’s 
people. Read “Laudato Si’” (We have copies in the library 
for borrowing or you can visit http://w2.vatican.va/
content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html). Read  
articles from reputable scientific sources. 
 

3. Do the work. There are tons of great ideas for  
parishioners of all ages and for parishes—and of varying 
levels of difficulty from easy to advanced—in the  
Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Laudato Si’ Action Plan (download 
here: https://archatl.com/catholic-life/refreshatl/). Start 
small if you need to, and keep growing! 
 

4. Pray. Pray for people who are most vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change. This helps us to develop a  
closeness with these sisters and brothers of ours. Also, 
check out www.ecologicalexamen.org. 
 

5. Hope. As Catholic Christians, we are blessed with hope as 
we do this work. In “Laudato Si’” we read, “...we come  
together to take charge of this home which has been  
entrusted to us, knowing that all the good which exists 
here will be taken up into the heavenly feast. In union with 
all creatures, we journey through this land seeking God, 
for ‘if the world has a beginning and if it has been created, 
we must enquire who gave it this beginning, and who was 
its Creator’. Let us sing as we go. May our struggles and 
our concern for this planet never take away the joy of our 
hope.” 

 
 

Tanya, Andy and Cecilie Frazee 
experiencing awe of God's 
Creation at Muir Woods. 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
Are you (or someone you love) interested in becoming a  
Catholic? RCIA is open to all non-Catholic adults who want to 
learn more about the Catholic faith and/or are thinking 
about becoming Catholic. It's also for adult Catholics who have 
never been confirmed and would like to receive that sacrament. 
New participants are welcome at any time, and you are  
welcome to participate even if you are not sure about joining 
the church. Please email Fran and Carl at rcia@stmga.org for 
more information. 

SECOND COLLECTION 
STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection the  
weekend of May 18-19 supports the activities of STM’s St. 
Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local 
area.  
 
 
 

PARISH FINANCES 

RCIA NEWS 

FIRST EUCHARIST 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

Please pray for the following children who recently received 
their First Eucharist: 
 
Saturday, April 27 
Maddie Edlin, Blythe Hart, Hayden Kosmerl, Ann Marie Lang, 
Alina Lesinski, Ward Long, Riley McElroy and Maddie Todd 

Sunday April 28 
Alejandro Alonso-Clark, Julia Bhasin, Lucy Boyce, Gabriel  
Cabrera, Eamon Hegarty, Drew Jacxsens, Mia LaVerghetta,  
Noah Makarewicz, Ellie Nguyen, Busayo Oguneye, Katherine 
Prather, Jack Ragains, William Roeser, Emilia Sawyer, Ethan  
Stacy, Amelia Stittsworth, Vander Stelten and Addison Zortman 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

STM SUPPORTS SERVEHAITI  

We took up a collection at the Ash Wednesday Masses for the 
benefit of ServeHaiti, an organization that provides for the  
medical needs of the poor in Grand Bois, Haiti.  The proceeds 
amounted to more than $3,600.  Angela Gilliam, Executive  
Director of ServeHaiti recently sent a letter thanking STM  
parishioners.  She wrote:  "Thank you. Every dollar you give allows 
us to continue our mission on behalf of the poor of Grand Bois." 
 

DRIVERS NEEDED FOR I CARE MINISTRY  

There are seniors in our church and in DeKalb County who  
require transportation to and from their medical appointments. 
If you can spare a small amount of time, I CARE, Inc. would be 
most grateful for your help. I CARE, Inc. is a non-profit  
organization operating out of The Church at Decatur Heights; 
735 Sycamore Drive in Decatur. Volunteer drivers provide FREE 
rides to seniors who have trouble getting to and from their 
medical appointments. For more info, visit icareseniors.org, 
email coordinator@icareseniors.org, or call Ginny Lester  
404-512-7394 (STM contact).  

http://www.stmga.org


COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

YAM HAPPENINGS 

Sunday, May 5—YAM Brunch - After the 9:30 AM Mass. Meet in the Narthex after Mass and bring a friend or two. 
 
June 15 - YAM Service Day with L’Arche, 12:00 PM-3:00 PM 
 
July 31 - Holy Happy Hour. Details coming soon. 

ROLE OF THE ELDERLY IN FAITH FORMATION  
Thurs., May 9; 6:30 PM at St. Jude the Apostle Church, 7171 Glenridge Drive, Sandy Springs, in the Stapleton Center. Bill 
Clarke, who writes The Georgia Bulletin’s “Senior Side” column, will speak on the role of the elderly in faith formation. This 
event is open to all adults, young and old, who have an interest in passing on the Catholic faith to the next generation. 
Contact: grandparents@judeatl.com.  
 

ASIKE CONVERSATIONS WITH SHERO NEEMA NAMADAMU  
Saturday, May 18, 12:00 PM in Mulhern Hall  
Join us for lunch as we hear from and converse with Neema Namadamu. She is an advocate for 
peace and women's rights and a disability rights activist in the Democratic Republic of the  
Congo. She founded Maman Shujaa or Hero Women of Congo to empower women and give 
them voices to tell their stories. Please register here: http://bit.ly/2VSwJJy  
 

RETREATS AT THE MONASTERY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit, 2625 Highway 212, SW, Conyers. Upcoming retreats include: “Image, Faith and  
Photography Retreat” May 10-12 (weekend), “Pope Francis on Joy, Mercy, and Servanthood” May 13-16 (midweek) and 
“Matinee with the Monks” May 31- June 2 (weekend). Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 or retreat@trappist.net for a 
reservation.  
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ANNUAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS!  
Friday - Saturday, June 21-22 at the Georgia International Convention Center Archbishop  
Gregory, Bishop Shlesinger, and Bishop Konzen invite you to join them at this year’s Eucharistic 
Congress, June 21-22 at the Georgia International Convention Center. This year’s event features 
a Middle School track, dynamic speakers and lots of opportunities for spiritual enrichment,  
including Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. 
 
Be energized by music, inspired by dynamic speakers and fellowship with other Catholics 
around the archdiocese! For more information, please visit congress.archatl.com. 
 

STARVE WARS SESSION 1—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We are seeking 650 volunteers of all ages to help pack 100,000 meals to go to the impoverished developing country of 
Burkina Faso in Africa. The event will take place Friday, June 21st at the Georgia International Convention Center in College 
Park. There will be two sessions, 9:00-10:30 AM and 11:00 AM-12:30 PM, both taking place in Hall A of the Convention 
Center. The organizers are encouraging ordained clergy and clergy in formation to join us for either or both sessions. Visit 
congress.archatl.com for more info. 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
June 21-23, August 9-11, Sept. 27-29 and Nov. 8-10  
This is an experience for married couples who want to improve and enliven their communication. It is a great way to put 
the spark back in your marriage and celebrate your love for one another. Please visit our website at GATN-wwme.org for 
online application or call 678-242-WWME for more information.  
 

TRAVEL: A JOURNEY TO FATIMA AND PORTUGAL  
October 21–31 hosted by the Maryland and UNE Provinces of the Society of Jesus. This Jesuit trip includes visits to Fatima, 
Lisbon, Porto, Braga and more. Price is $3,679 per person incl. round trip air fare from New York, accommodations,  
sightseeing, and most meals. For more information, contact Jim Skurka at jskurka@jesuits.org or call 212-774-5548.  
 

SEEKING PART-TIME TUTORS FOR REGINA CAELI ACADEMY   
Regina Caeli Academy (www.rcahybrid.org), a home school resource center, seeks part-time tutors at its Roswell location 
for the 2019-2020 school year. Located in Roswell, RCA offers tutoring in a Socratic classroom setting on Mondays and 
Thursdays. The positions are paid hourly, and child care is provided! Requirements include a love of classical learning and 
an Oath of Fidelity to the Catholic Church. We seek tutors in diverse fields, including science, mathematics, and Latin. 
Send your resume and a cover letter to Michelle West, mwest.atl@rcahybrid.org. 
 

mailto:grandparents@judeatl.com
http://www.rcahybrid.org/
mailto:mwest.atl@rcahybrid.org


SCHOOL NEWS 
WHAT ARE THOSE GORGEOUS PHOTOGRAPHIC 

PRINTS AROUND STM’S CAMPUS? 
Inspired by Art! This school year, the Besharat Arts  
Foundation generously installed a collection of breathtaking 
prints from photographs by renowned photographer, Steve 
McCurry. The pieces from the collection, titled “Faces of  
Innocence,” grace STM’s hallways, classrooms and cafeteria 
and tell visual stories about children from all over the world. 
Integrating the art into our school allows us a unique  
opportunity to engage students in understanding diversity 
and in building more love, compassion and compromise in 
the world. 
 
Each year, the foundation will exchange a portion of the  
artwork for new pieces from McCurry or other artists to  
create a permanent invitation for students to “find God in all 
things,” which is the signature spirituality of the Jesuits. We 
thank Steve McCurry, the Besharat Arts Foundation and 
Massoud Besharat for generously loaning artwork that  
enriches our school and inspires us to spread God’s love 
and to make this world a better place. As one of our  
students said about the art, “Maybe it’s telling us we have to 
be on the lookout for our neighbors. It might even be the 
person next to me in the classroom.”   

PARISH LIFE 
S FACTOR MAY EVENTS 

Tues., May 7—Tour of the Fox Theater  
May 10-12—"Beauty and the Beast" 8:00 PM and  
Sunday matinee at 2:00 PM 
Fri., May 17—Movie Night "A Star Is Born" 6:30 PM 
Thurs. May  23—Trip to Juliette Ga Plantation and Whistle 
Stop Café 
Thurs. May 30—Lunch at Mediterranea. Bus leaves at  
11:00 AM 

The S Factor recently visited "Hills and Dales" in LaGrange on 
April 25th.  This is a real Southern treasure.  

SPRING MUSICAL—BEAUTY AND THE BEAST  

The More Players present Disney’s Beauty and the Beast 
May 10-11 at 8:00 PM, May 12 at 2:00 PM, Tickets are  
available in the narthex after Masses, in the Parish Office 
and at the door. Adults—$15, Seniors/Kids—$7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is 
open for ages 3 months – preschool. The Nursery is  
available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We 
open 15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child 
(ren) join us each week. You can focus on mass while they 
have fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through 
the hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always 
available. Archdiocese security clearance required and  
provided. Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: 
Mary Ann Brock 404-520-9915 or dmabrock@bellsouth.net  
 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY - IF GOD IS LOVE BY PHILIP GULLEY AND JAMES MULHOLLAND  
Thursdays at 7:00 PM — May 16-July 25—Parish Library  
Quaker pastors Philip Gulley and James Mulholland offer a serious look at concepts like salvation, grace, and 
love, asking the question "If God is love, why are so many Christians fearful, and why do so many church 
leaders sound hateful?" What have we been taught about God that is actually unhealthy and unhelpful? This 
book study will challenge your image of God and invite you to more deeply explore your beliefs. Participants 
must purchase the book ahead of time. Register: bit.ly/stmsummer19  
 

MONASTERY RETREAT 2019—WOMEN OF STM 
Saturday, May 18th from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA  
Brother Callistus will offer a morning reflection and we will celebrate finding Sabbath Rest in every season. Please RSVP 
on the parish website. Contact Angela Laughter if you have any questions at alaughter@comcast.net. 
 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
In collaboration with Ignatius House, St. Thomas More will begin offering Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this 
fall. These retreats will occur “in everyday life”, meaning retreatants will commit to at least 30 minutes of prayer time each 
day at home and meet periodically with a spiritual director with whom they will share their prayer and receive  
suggestions for prayer. The next 8-day retreat will be Sept. 29-Oct. 5 ($75). We will also be offering the full Spiritual  
Exercises of St. Ignatius, done over the course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an application). Learn 
more at stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  

AS ONE FAMILY—A NEW FAITH FORMATION OPTION! 
Beginning this fall we are adding a new lectionary-based faith formation option for 
families called As One Family. Every other Sunday evening after Mass families who 
register for this program will gather in Mulhern Hall for a meal and a reflection on 
one of the Sunday scripture readings. Families will be empowered to bring the  
lessons of the evening into their week together. 
 

We invite you to register for a pilot evening on Sunday, May 5 after the 5:30 PM Mass. The cost is $5 per person (adult or 
child age 5 and older) to offset the cost of food. 
 

Who can attend? — This intergenerational program will be open for parishioners of all ages , whether or not you have  
children. 
 

What is the cost? — This is yet to be determined but there will be an annual fee just like the youth faith formation  
program at our parish. 
 

What is the format? — Come and see on May 5! After getting yourself some dinner, we will open with an Ignatian-style 
prayer, read some scripture, and offer a brief engaging lesson. Then families, parents, and children will discuss how the 
scripture touches their own lives (using some reflection questions as a guide). We will then conclude with prayer. Each 
week parents are given practical ideas on how to engage their entire families with the themes of the week ’s scripture. We 
expect the program to run one hour. 
 

Please register so we can cook the right amount of food: http://bit.ly/asonepilot  
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  (CGS) 
We are working to reimagine catechesis at St. Thomas More and move away from the traditional textbook curriculum 
and classroom model that doesn’t always meet children where they are. 
 

We plan to introduce, this fall, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  (CGS), a Montessori-based model that emphasizes  
encounter with Jesus. CGS departs from the textbook curriculum and moves towards a non-traditional classroom, where 
children lead and our faith’s principles are shared through Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s approach 
enable both catechist and catechumen to interact imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their relationship with 
Jesus. 
 

We are looking for those who would like to be trained as catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages 3-6). 
Catechist training runs from May 30 through June 3 and has monthly follow-ups through February 2020. The cost is $500 
per person, half of which STM will cover. We ask catechists to invest $250. 
 

Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org; parish office (404-378-4588 ext 119); or home (404. 309. 4809) to help. 

http://bit.ly/asonepilot

