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SAINT THOMAS MORE
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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
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FIRST EUCHARIST

PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

This group of 4th-6th graders have been working all year preparing for
1st Eucharist. They were welcomed to the table on Sunday, April 30th
at 5:30pm mass. Blessings to Gonzalo Islas, Gabby Moran, Marina
Caobianco, Adam Durham, Marco DeStefano, Nia Givens, Ana Clara
Caobianco, Pedro Caobianco, Grier McDuﬃe

TODD HINES IS STM’S NEW SUPERVISOR OF BUILDINGS
BUILDINGS AND
GROUNDS
Todd Hines, who has maintained STM facilities and
equipment for several years under the direction of
Vince DeSantis, will now serve as STM’s new Supervisor
of Buildings and Grounds. This is a new position
created after the recent retirement of Vince
DeSantis. Todd has proven himself over time as very
competent, hard-working, loyal, and reliable. We hope
that he will continue to serve STM for years to come.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, May 8, 2017
5:30 PM Millie Mack †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, May 9, 2017
5:30 PM Howard Moon †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, May 10, 2017
5:30 PM Meretts Wetzel †
THURSDAY, May 11, 2017
5:30 PM George F. Chulko †
FRIDAY, May 12, 2017
5:30 PM John Martin †

Congratulations to those recently baptized and
their families
Maria Hagan
Phillip Roeser
Sarah Beddington
Peter Van Tran
Theo Griﬃn

Congratulations to those recently married
Matthew Kirk and Brigid Barry

Pray for those who have died
Frank Ybarra
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…

see that our Body is growing.

Spring may be the busiest time of
the year in the parish. School kids
are graduating, couples are getting
married in greater than usual
numbers, our RCIA participants are
being baptized or otherwise
received into the Catholic Church,
and our young children are
experiencing First Reconciliation
and First Eucharist.

Weddings, too, are fundamentally a celebration of our
community with one another by the community. We
Catholics understand the wedding couple’s commitment
to one another to be a reﬂection of God’s love for the
Church. Their marriage becomes one of those places in
which Jesus is present and accessible to us, a constant
and visible reminder that Jesus is indeed alive and present and active in the world in and through his people.
The best place to celebrate a wedding, then, is at a
Sunday Eucharist when members of the larger parish
community can see and celebrate Jesus alive and active
in the relationship of husband and wife. Unfortunately,
although we encourage couples to plan to be married
during a Sunday Eucharist, few choose this option. We
are ﬁghting a custom of “invitation only” family-centered
weddings that is deeply entrenched in our popular and
religious culture. I hope that, in time, we will overcome
this tendency to privatize weddings.

Given the public nature of
Christian weddings, Baptisms, and Eucharist, I am
pleased that STM is celebrating these sacraments more
and more during parish Masses, including our Sunday
Eucharists. These and other sacraments are by nature
and design, public celebrations of Jesus alive and active in
our midst, working to transform us into a true community, into his Body.
In Baptism, individuals are brought into communion not
only with Jesus and with the Father through Jesus; they
are also incorporated into the larger community of the
Church. Baptism is a celebration of our communion with
Jesus and with one another. Where better to celebrate
one’s new relationship with the community of the Church
than in the presence of that Church community with the
entire parish participating and rejoicing.
When we meet with parents who are anticipating the
baptism of their child, we tell them that their child can be
baptized in one of three ways. The preferred and best
way is for parents to have their child baptized in the
course of a Sunday Eucharist when the parish at large
can participate. A lesser alternative is to have several
children from several families baptized in a common celebration so that the communal nature of the sacrament is
more evident. Least desirable is a so-called “private” baptism with only close family present and participating. (A
Jesuit mentor of mine used to say, “There is no such thing
as a private Baptism.”) We appreciate that there are circumstances when this may be desirable, perhaps even
necessary, but it should not be the norm. I am pleased
that more and more families are choosing the ﬁrst option.
Eucharist, along with Baptism, is a celebration of our
communion with Jesus and with each other par
excellence. Eucharist is all about becoming the Body of
Christ. In Eucharist – if we are agreeable – we are
transformed into what we eat and drink. It is the farthest
thing from a private devotion that I can imagine. So we
have begun to encourage parents of children who are
preparing for First Eucharist to celebrate this event in the
course of a regular Sunday Eucharist. We urge parents to
let their child come to the table in step with the parish
community at large. The rest of us need to see members
of the Body coming to the table for the ﬁrst time, and to

We believe that the sacraments - all of them, even
Reconciliation – are meant to be communal, not private,
celebrations by the whole Church community. This is not
some kooky “liberal” notion. It is the longstanding teaching of the Church. If we sometimes celebrate the
sacraments more privately and apart from the community, this is because we are more inﬂuenced at present by
more recent and more localized traditions and cultural
practices.
My hope is that, one day, our practice will more closely
reﬂect our beliefs.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
UPCOMING EVENTS
Appearances of the Risen Christ in the four Gospels
Join Dr. Jerry Pendrick as we explore the diﬀerent accounts
of the Risen Jesus in the Gospel narratives.
When: Wednesday May 24th 7-8:30 pm
Where: St. Julie room in the parish oﬃces.

RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,:
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not
currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not),
these informal information sessions are for you!
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday May 28th 10:30-11:45 am
Sunday June 25th 10:30-11:45 am
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 am
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 am
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 pm-5 pm
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

LITURGY NOTES—
NOTES—This Sunday, let us enter into the
mystery of Christ, The Sheep Gate
Our journey of faith begins and ends with a door. When
parents bring their child to be baptized, we meet them at
the church doors. At the end of a Christian’s life, we welcome the body at the same doors in its ﬁnal Passover into
eternal life. The door is the thin space between life and
death, the liminal space of here-but-not-yet. The door is a
sign of the promise of life if only we enter it.
Since Christ is the door
through whom we have been saved,
let every door remind us to be a sign
of life for all we meet on the other side.
Let the doors of our hearts be the place
where those who hunger and thirst
are ﬁlled and where all creation is clothed
in glory and sheltered safe from harm.
At the doors wherever Christians gather,
may the sick ﬁnd healing,
prisoners know freedom,
and our beloved dead be greeted
by the saints.
And from all the passageways
of our daily lives, send us, Lord,
to share faith where there is doubt,
to be light where there is darkness,
to embrace the sinner,
comfort the aﬄicted, oﬀer forgiveness
and show patience and kindness to all.
Diana Macalintal….GIA Quarterly

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon May 8

Knights of Columbus 7:00 PM Youth Room

Tues May 9

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library

Tues May 9

RCIA Class 7:00 PM St Julie Room

Sat May 13

Theater Auditions 10:30 AM Gym, Music

Sat May 13

Youth Babysitting 5:30 PM Mulhern

Sun May 14

The Word 10:30 AM Parish Library

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
• Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
• Eucharistic Ministers—If you have been Conﬁrmed, you are eligible to become an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Eucharist (EM). Please email Elaine (te e ns@stmga.org) if you are interested in becoming an EM and I will set up a
training for you. Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
• Online applications and all paperwork is due NOW for Catholic Heart Workcamp. Check your emails or the parish
website for details.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
• May 7th—5th Grade Visits Edge—Regular Meeting
• May 14th—Mother’s Day—No Meeting.
• May 18th—Bible and Biscuits—7:30-7:55 am Youth Room.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
STM HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY NEW
DATES ADDED
We have been given additional dates for
volunteers on
May 13 & 20th. Please
visit the parish website to
sign up
(www.stmgaparish.org). We
need your help!
St. Thomas More Church
is co-sponsoring a new house build through Habitat for Humanity/DeKalb. STM will be responsible for providing worker volunteers, including a couple persons each work day to
organize the food for the volunteers.
If you have further questions, contact
Greg Amoroso at: lgjb209@gmail.com.

RESOURCES ON REFUGEE CARE
STM is deeply involved in resettling a refugee family from
the Central African Republic. Parishioners may want to
volunteer to help with this service. If so, contact Bryn
Murphy at bryne lise murphy@gmail.com or Jen Dalmy at
jen.gossett@gmail.com. If parishioners simply want to learn
more about this issue and how they might help in other
ways, go to the Jesuit Refugee Service (North America)
website at: www.jrsusa.org, or the Jesuit Refugee Service
(International) website at: en.jrs.ne t.

MISSIONARIES OF THE POOR
Thanks to STM parishioners for the generous donations of
beans, spaghetti and diapers!!!
They are boxed up and ready for the trip to the Missionaries
of the Poor in Kingston, Jamaica.
How did we do???
1010.5 pounds of beans!!!
546 pounds of spaghetti!!
Too many diapers to count!!

SERVEHAITI ACKNOWLEDGES STM GIFT

Thanks also to the many hands that helped make this Lenten collection so successful…
The Youth groups who moved everything each week from
the narthex to basement storage…
The MOP team who labeled and boxed up (into egg boxes)
each week…
The Knights who trucked the collection to the warehouse
Mr. Haydel wrote: “Thank you for your congregation’s
and put everything onto
$10,000 donation…to reimburse ServeHAITI for its recent
purchase of an X-Ray and ECG machine…. You are making a pallets and shrunk wrapped them for their overseas journey.
diﬀerence in the lives of those living in extreme poverty.”
Victor Haydel, Chairman of the Board of ServeHAITI, a nonproﬁt organization that provides medical and other care to
extremely poor Haitian people in Grand-Bois, Haiti, wrote a
letter to STM parishioners acknowledging a major gift STM
made to ServeHAITI.

For more information about ServeHaITI, go to :
www.servehaiti.ord

TOGETHER….we make a diﬀerence! Thank you!

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
DEAM FOOD DRIVE
The food drive for May will beneﬁt Decatur Area Emergency
Assistance Ministry. May 13-14. Our most needed items
are: 1 lb. pkgs white or yellow rice, 1 qt. pkgs powdered
milk, canned fruit, canned black-eyed peas, canned lima
beans, small boxes of corn muﬃn mix, pasta sauce and
hamburger helper. We are also very low on toiletries
(toothpaste, deodorant, sanitary supplies, and shampoo.)
Toilet paper and bar soap are also needed. We always appreciate your kindness and wonderful support of those in
need.

MONTHLY SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME
Every 3rd Thur of the month at 7 pm at St. Thomas More
School playing ﬁeld. Drinks afterwards at the Marlay down
the road. All levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors
welcome. No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is
needed! Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy
O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com).

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week our Sunday Nursery is open for ages 3 months –
preschool (including 3 yr olds no longer enrolled in
Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our
9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15 minutes
before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join us each
week. You can focus on mass while they have fun and play in
a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family
Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese
security clearance required and provided. Questions?
Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann Brock
404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

AUDITIONS FOR MARY POPPINS
THE BROADWAY MUSICAL
PRESENTED BY THE MORE PLAYERS
Chim, chimney, chim, chimney, chim, chim, cher-ee
When you're in the show you're in glad company!
Nowhere is there a more happier crew
Than the cast who sings "Chim chim cher-ee chim cher-oo"
Auditions are Saturday, May 13.
13 See the poster in the
narthex to sign up.
Would you like to be part of
the production crew? We
need “Practically Perfect”
people to help with set
construction, backstage help,
ad sales, costumes and more.
Contact Patty Guenthner
(director) at mole118@att.net.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LEADERS NEEDED!
Adult Volunteer Leaders are needed - WE NEED YOU to
make this a success! Your child attends FREE of charge if you
volunteer to be a leader. Rising 8th graders and older can
also sign up to be helpers. Sign up on the parish web site or
contact Elaine Phillips for more info ephillips@stmga.org. The
camp is July 10-14th 9:00 AM- 12:00 noon for rising
Kindergarten through rising 7th grade.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOL CONFERENCE – MAY 26, 2017
The IHM Georgia Homeschool Conference will be held at St. Andrew Catholic Church – Parish Hall, 675 Riverside Road, in
Roswell, on Friday, May 26th (12:00 PM – 6:00 PM). This is the perfect event for those who are curious and want to discover more about Catholic homeschooling. Admission is free and pre-registration is not required. For more information,
please visit www.ihmconfe re nce .org or email: info@ihmconfe re nce .org.

2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
Each year the Eucharistic Congress brings together Catholics from across the archdiocese and the country to celebrate
the visible, living presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. The theme for this year’s Congress comes from the Book of Joshua
24:15, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” Come join us at the Georgia International Convention Center on
June 16th and 17th and get energized by music, inspiring talks, payer and much more! For additional information, please
visit http://congress.archatl.com/.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
We encourage STM parishioners to participate with other Archdiocesan parishes in this year’s Eucharistic Congress on
June 16 and 17 at the Georgia International Congress Center.
We are also seeking a volunteer(s) to design and make a banner that the STM delegation can carry in the processions that
will be the highlight of the Congress. For information regarding the banner speciﬁcations, go to:
http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators/procession-and-banner-speciﬁcations/. If you can help with this, please let
Marie Diebold know: mdiebold@stmga.org.

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2017
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to honor couples married in 1967 and 1957 with an invitation to a Golden/
Diamond Wedding anniversary Mass on Saturday, October 7th, 2017, at St. Brigid Catholic Church. A reception will follow
the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please go to http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to
RSVP for this event and for additional information.

STM Student Competes in Oratorical Competition
Congratulations to Claire Tharp who was selected as a ﬁnalist in the Archdiocese
of Atlanta Oratorical competition. Claire, a 7th grader at STM School, won the
Oratorical competition at STM on April 20th and was one of 6 ﬁnalists in the
Archdiocese of Atlanta competition. She presented her speech at the ﬁnal
competition at Blessed Trinity High School on Tuesday, May 2nd. We’re proud to
have Claire represent STM.

Congratulations to all of our 2nd graders who are celebrating
their First Eucharist this weekend.
PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
RETREATS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE
June 11-4, 2017
Discerning God's Will in My Life
Directed by Rev. Brent Otto S.J.
What is God's desire for my life? How can I pray so as to
discern God's will? Whether you are facing a big life decision, or seeking God's wisdom in your daily choices, it can
be hard to know just how to discern.
How should I pray? What should I look for?
God-centered decision making requires attention to our
feelings and circumstances, an openness to God, and a
listening heart. The Spiritual Exe rcise s of St. Ignatius oﬀer a
spiritual tool kit famous for helping people discern God's
will in their life. Come and discover a companion in Jesus,
spend time with the God who desires to lead you to fullness of life, and start discerning your path together with
Him.

POPE FRANCIS’ MAY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Christians in Africa
That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus,
may give prophetic witness to reconciliation, justice, and
peace

TEEN RETREAT
June 44-6, 2017
Loving the Blank Page: Sketching God's Dreams for You
Directed by Andy & Sara Otto
Anxious about what the next page in your life has in store
for you as you approach graduation? God invites you to
look at the unknown not with fear, but with creativity and
joy. During this retreat, we invite you to reﬂect on the
thread God has woven through the pages of your life until
now, dream about the things yet to come in order to feel
conﬁdent about how God is working in your life right now.
Website www.ignatiushouse.org Phone 404.255.0503
6700 Riverside Dr NW Atlanta, Ga 30328

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

