
  

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY 9:00 am 
5:30 pm (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 am 
9:30 am 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 pm 

 
MON, WED, FRI 

12:15 pm 
5:30 pm 

 
TUE & THURS 

5:30 pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 pm  

or by appointment 
 

MAY 8, 2016  |  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Pentecost International Potluck 
 

Come celebrate Pentecost and our parish diversity by  
attending STM’s International Pot Luck! 
 
Saturday, May 14th in Mulhern Hall after the 5:30 pm Mass.  
 
Entertainment will be provided by Myrna Hardjorno’s dance group. 
 
PLEASE  SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX 
 
PLEASE BRING A DISH REPRESENTING YOUR HERITAGE THAT WILL 
SERVE 10 – 12 PEOPLE 
 
A TO G                                   SIDES (POTATOES, VEGGIES, ETC.) 
 
H TO M                                   DESSERTS 
 
N TO Z                                    SALAD 
 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
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MONDAY, May 9, 2016 
12:15 PM   Mother’s Day Novena 
5:30 PM     Teresa Zawadzka † 
  
TUESDAY, May 10, 2016  
5:30 PM    Mother’s Day Novena 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 11, 2016 
12:15 PM    Mother’s Day Novena 
5:30 PM      Mike Morgan † 
  
THURSDAY, May 12, 2016 
5:30 PM      Mother’s Day Novena 
  
FRIDAY, May 13, 20166 
12:15 PM    Jack Magri † 
5:30 PM      Mother’s Day Novena  
  
SATURDAY, May 14, 2016 
9:00 AM      Mother’s Day Novena 
  
SUNDAY, May 15, 2016 
8:00 AM     Mother’s Day Novena 
9:30 AM     Johannes Darmawan † 
 
Pray for the Sick: 
Wilma N. Stone  
  
Pray for those who have recently died: 
Patricia Ann Baldwin  
   
Pray for those recently baptized: 
William Mullins, child of John and Annie Mullins  
  
 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact 
Charlotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404
-378-4588.  In order to add a name to these 
lists, you must be either the person seeking 
prayers, an immediate relative of the one to be 
remembered, or have the express permission 
of the one to be remembered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead 
will be mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses dur-
ing the General Intercessions and will be pub-
lished in the parish eLetter and bulletin as  
soon as  possible after we receive the request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special in-
tentions in the Book of Remembrance that is 
kept in the narthex.  Parishioners will remem-
ber these each time we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator 
kdavis@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, S. T. M. School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the peo-
ple of St. Thomas More will remember the follow-
ing persons along with all the living and dead: 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 am in written form or via email to bulle-
tin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for 
your presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and registra-
tion, Contact Marie Diebold at: mdiebold@stmga.org, or 
404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 

Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street park-
ing is available in front of the church with access from W. 
Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org
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Over the past couple weeks, I 

have participated in several 

events that express what St. 

Thomas More parish is about. 

 

On Friday evening, April 22, the 

Atlanta Jesuits hosted the lay 

leaders of the three Jesuit-

sponsored ministries in Atlanta 

– St. Thomas More parish, Ignatius House retreat cen-

ter, and Cristo Rey High School – and their spouses at 

a reception in the STM rectory. It was the first time 

that the leaders of these ministries had a chance to 

meet one another and share their experiences. STM 

lay leaders present were Bryan Danilovich and Susan 

House, both members of the STM Parish Council,  

Jerry Raymond, principal of STM school, and Maria 

Cressler, director if Ignatius House. The purpose of 

the event was not merely social; more importantly, we 

wanted the lay and Jesuit leaders of these three min-

istries to begin to think of ourselves as true  

colleagues, carrying out a coherent, unified program 

to serve the people of Atlanta on behalf of the Society 

of Jesus. 

 

On April 25, I participated in a golf outing to raise 

funds for our local Cristo Rey High School. For those 

unfamiliar with the model, Cristo Rey is a network of 

Catholic high schools across the country that exclu-

sively serves underprivileged and low income boys 

and girls. Students undertake a rigorous, college prep 

curriculum, but they also work one full day a week at 

local businesses. Those businesses then pay the stu-

dents’ tuition and other costs at Cristo Rey. Cristo Rey 

students are not only prepared academically for col-

lege; they also learn business and other life skills from 

their sponsoring employer. Nationally, all Cristo Rey 

graduates are accepted to university, a remarkable 

accomplishment given the demographics of the stu-

dents. 

 

Two weeks ago, Mary Moore, an STM parishioner and 

the coordinator of STM’s involvement at the Decatur-

area Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM), and I 

visited DEAM’s offices in downtown Decatur. I got a 

firsthand look at the good work that STM and other 

local religious congregations do through DEAM for 

the poor in our community. 

 

Last week, I met with Betsy Walker and Jim O’Callahan, 

two of the STM parishioners who volunteer with the 

STM-sponsored chapter of the St. Vincent DePaul 

Society that serves the poor near our parish. Betsy 

and Jim described for me the relationship between 

SVdP and STM, and spoke of the wonderful work 

SVdP does to meet the emergency needs of local resi-

dents, many of whom are threatened with eviction or 

the cut-off of utility service because of sudden, tem-

porary financial hardship. 

 

Also this past week, I was invited by Greg Amoroso to 

attend the regular meeting of the ServeHaiti group at 

STM. ServeHaiti is a non-profit, faith-based organiza-

tion that collaborates with the residents in Grand-

Bois, Haiti, to provide them with quality healthcare, 

education, water, and nutrition. Greg and other STM 

volunteers occasionally travel to Haiti to work hand-in

-hand with the people of Grand-Bois. 

 

Last weekend, I attended the annual Catholic  

Charities Soiree with parishioners, Maggie and Rich  

Whitcomb. The Soiree brings together Catholic  

Charities benefactors from throughout the Atlanta 

area for consciousness-raising and fundraising. STM 

actively supports Catholic Charities each year through 

a special collection, and many of our parishioners 

volunteer at Catholic Charities programs. Indeed, I 

met several other STM parishioners at the Soiree. 

 

What all these events have in common and why they 

are important to us at STM is that they represent a 

significant parish outreach to the poor and other dis-

advantaged beyond the boundaries of our parish 

community. Through these and other activities and 

programs, STM is oriented outward in care of others 

first and foremost. 

 

Any Catholic parish that is true to the Gospel will ex-

pend a substantial portion of its revenues and other 

resources for the benefit of persons outside of its 

immediate parish community. Such outreach to the 

poor and other disadvantaged must be especially 

characteristic of a Jesuit parish. 

 

My hope is that STM will be even more remarkable in 

this sort of outreach in the future. 

 

Fr. Mark 

 

FROM THE PASTOR  
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Kirsten Wehner or Alex Brown at 404-765-6291 or email us at 
thomasmore.yam@gmail.com.  
Follow us at https://www.facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry.  
 

ADULT EDUCATION BIBLE STUDY 
St. Thomas More Parish’s The Word Sunday Adult Bible Study. Every Sun-
day 10:40–11:50 AM in the Parish Library. For more information, contact 
Jerry Pendrick at jpendrick1@yahoo.com  
 

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY 
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 pm-3 pm in 
the STM Parish Library. 
For additional info contact Michele McHale Pickard at 404-378-4588 X119 
 

MEN’S EVENING OF REFLECTION 
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:30 pm in the 
Knights Room. For more information about the STM Men’s Evening of  
Reflection, contact Philip Lee at pal@philiplee.com,  
or follow us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/STMMER/ 

 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a Catholic, 
contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  For more  
information on the process of becoming a Catholic, go to: www.stmga.org, 
and click on “Religious Education and Faith Formation.” 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
Perpetual Adoration  7 days/24 hours Chapel 

Rosary for Life  Sunday 10:45 am Adoration Chapel 

Holy Hour   Tuesday 6:15 pm Adoration Chapel 

Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 9:30 am Mass 

Nursery   Sunday 9:30 am & 12:00 Noon  

Adult Choir   Thursday 7:00 pm Choir Room   

    Nursery available for Adult Choir 

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
Cancer Sewing Group  First Thursdays 9:00 am St Julie Room 

More Eats    First Wednesdays  

Knights of Columbus   Second Mondays in Knight’s Room  

St Vincent de Paul   First Sundays Teacher’s Lounge 9:30 am 

Senior Group   Third Wednesdays 12:45 pm St Julie Rm 

Monthly Food Collection  Second full weekend of every month  

Bridge Group    Every other Wednesday 2:00 pm  

    Parish Library 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5:00pm, or by ap-
pointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at 
home or in the hospital. 
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele 
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-
378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate 
in a short preparation program.   
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sac-
raments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for 
the first time, or to be confirmed, contact 
Elaine Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org, or 
404-378-4588. 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele 
McHale-Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-
378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be 
married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation pro-
gram.   

For more information on the sacraments at 
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click 
on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTIONS 

MAY 2016 
Universal: Respect for Women 
That in every country of the world, women 
may be honored and respected and that 
their essential contribution to society may 
be highly esteemed. 
Evangelization: Holy Rosary 
That families, communities, and groups may 
pray the Holy Rosary for evangelization and 
peace. 
 

PRAYER FOR LIFE  

For all who teach the Gospel of Life: That 
they might be driven by love alone; 
We pray to the Lord 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
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DONUTS & COFFEE IN MULHERN AFTER THE 8:00 & 9:30 AM MASSES 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

      We still need volunteers for Vacation Bible School June 27—July 1! Please contact  
      Elaine Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org.  
 
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

Last EDGE for the school year!  Sunday May 22.  Come join us for burgers & dogs (Thanks to the Knights  
of Columbus!) Hang out on the field for fun & games & ga-ga pit battles 7-8pm. 

PARISH GIVING 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal  $30,288.00 
April 16 - 17  Offertory  $16,143.09  
  Online  $12,243.50  
 
Total     $28,386.59 

Second Collection Notice 
The second collection on May 14th and 15th will be to 
support the St. Thomas More chapter of the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society. 

 

A mom was teaching her 4 year old son to zip up 
his jacket. 

“The secret,” she explained, “is getting the little 
straight piece all the way into the little slot  
before you pull up the zipper.” 

Her son looked up at her and said, “Mom, why 
does that have to be a secret?” 

STAND FOR THE RIGHT TO LIFE 

Please, join us during our public prayer vigils at the abortion facility located on Cliff Valley Way on Saturday  mornings at 
8:30 am. For info contact Aileen Barreca 404-558-3276 (Stmcathforlife@aol.com) or Jayme Caspall  jcaspall@gmail.com.    
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PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
PARISH MISSION 

May 16th, 17th & 18th 
7:00—8:30 pm 
In the Main Church  

“Living Ignatian Spirituality Today” 
Presented by Rev. Bruce Maivelett, S.J.  

 

THE "S" FACTOR SPRING SERVICE PROJECT 

Members of The S Factor follow Jesus' command - "see how 
they love one another" by visiting 40 shut ins.  This  
personal contact  brings  joy to community members who 
may feel removed or forgotten.  We accompany the visit 
with small gifts.  A simple hug can be the best gift of all. 
.....yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love....   

 

S FACTOR MAY ACTIVITIES 

May 11  Monastery & Lunch at the Blue Willow 
May 13  Movie Night "Brooklyn"  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VBS 
Adults and students needed (rising 8th grade and above) 
Contact Elaine Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org. 
 

DEAM FOOD COLLECTION 

The Food Drive to benefit DEAM (Decatur Emergency Assis-
tance Ministry) will be the weekend of May 14 & 15th. 
Our pantry needs are: canned meat (chili, beef stew, ravioli) 
small pkgs. Corn muffin mix, all types of soup, jelly, 1 qt. 
pkgs. Dry milk, 1 lb. pkgs. Yellow or flavored rice, called fruit, 
bar soap and toiletries (toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo).  
Thank you STM for your constant support in helping our 
neighbors in need. 
 

VOLLEYBALL OPEN GYM AND REGISTRATION 

There is an upcoming open gym on Tuesday May 17, 5:30-
7:30 pm in the STM gym. Volleyball registration will run 
from May 16-May 27 (online) and is held on a first come, 
first serve basis as team sizes are limited. In person regis-
tration will take place Sunday, May 22 from 10:30-12:30, 
and uniform samples will be available to try on. Online  
registration can be found at: 
www.stmgaparish.org/girls-volleyball/. Please contact Mary 
Wagner (mbwags@gmail.com) with any questions. We are 
always looking for coaches, no experience needed. 
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 2016 
Archbishop Gregory, along with Bishop Talley and Bishop Zarama, ask that you join 
them for this year's Eucharistic Congress at the Georgia International Convention  
Center, June 3rd and 4th. The theme comes from the Gospel of Luke, "Be Merciful Just 
As Your Father Is Merciful".  
For more information,  visit http://congress.archatl.com 
 

CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOL CONFERENCE –  MAY 27, 2016 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Georgia Homeschool Conference will be held at the 
Cobb Galleria Centre (Rooms 102,103 & 104), Two Galleria Parkway on Friday, May 27 
(12: 00 pm till 6:00 pm). Confirmed speakers include: Fr. Jeffrey Kirby, Dr. Bill Thierfeld-
er, Mrs. Melissa Savage, and Mrs. Krista Thomas! 
Admission is free and pre-registration is not required. For more information, please 
visit www.ihmconference.org or email: info@ihmconference.org or call 540-636-1946. 

CAPTAIN AMERICA’ CHOIR SINGS AT GLENN MEMORIAL METHODIST MAY 13TH 

The Grammy Award Winning Atlanta Boy Choir, currently appearing in this season’s blockbuster movie Captain America: 
Civil War will present a concert at Glenn Memorial Methodist on Friday Evening, May 13th at 7:30pm.  
Members of our church can get tickets which normally are $20 for the discounted rate of $15 by calling at 404.378.0064, 
email at info@atlantaboychoir.org or online at www.atlantaboychoir.org/tickets.html  

FATHER FRANK RICHARDSON RETIREMENT MASS  
A champagne tribute is being offered immediately after the 5:00pm mass at Good Shepherd Catholic  Church on Saturday, 
June 25th to celebrate the priestly life of Fr. Frank Richardson. STM parishioners may remember that Fr. Frank was once 
pastor at St. Thomas More. The celebration will begin with a Celtic mass at 5:00pm followed by a bagpipe procession to the 
gym for the reception. Good Shepherd Catholic Church is located at 3740 Holtzclaw Road, Cumming, GA 30041. 
 

http://www.ihmconference.org
mailto:info@ihmconference.org
mailto:info@atlantaboychoir.org
http://www.atlantaboychoir.org/tickets.html
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT — 7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the  
beginning and the end.”     REVELATIONS 22:13 
 
This is a reminder of how we should live our lives 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week – putting God first in all that we do.  Not 
only when I am at Mass and parish activities, but when I am in 
the world, at work or at school.  Living gratefully and  
generously is a lifestyle, it’s how I make all my decisions. 

STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP VISION 

Inspired by the uniqueness of our faith 
community and our response to God’s 
call, the stewardship committee strives 
to fulfill the Christian mission by sharing 
our time, talent and treasure.  Our  
vision is to involve and encourage all 
members of the parish to volunteer 
and support our varied ministries and 

be true disciples of Jesus Christ.  For more information about 
stewardship call Ann Dugan at 404-378-4588 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Children are trafficked for forced labor, domestic work, as child sol-
diers, and for begging; but most children are trafficked for sexual ex-
ploitation. There is a demand for younger and younger victims world-
wide, and comes from customers in the growing global sex industry. 
Please pray for the children of the world. For more information, please 
visit the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking at sister-
sagainsttrafficking.org. 

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

STM Students Make an Impact - A True Story 
A couple from Virginia recently passing through Decatur 
Square after school took note of  some of our STM  
students making a difference in a stranger's day. Our  
students noticed a  young man who was not having the 
best day so they took him to a local ice cream shop and 
bought him an ice cream cone. The young man's mood 
was instantly changed by this small act  of kindness. The 
couple sent a message to Principal Raymond because they 
"wanted to let the folks at St. Thomas More know that the 
kindness, grace, and selflessness demonstrated by their 
students was absolutely inspiring. Your students reflect 
great credit upon your organization, your city, and your 
religion; they are living, growing testaments to the values of 
your institution." These students are a great example of 
how we can make a difference in the lives of others. 

PARISH VERIFICATION FORMS 
Parish Verification Forms need to be turned in to the STM 
school office by Friday, May 27, 2016 in order to be eligible 
for the Catholic tuition rate for the 2016-17 school year. All 
Catholic families are required to have a new form signed 
each year. If you have not done so yet, please download 
the form from the Admissions section on the school  
website (www.stmga.org) and take it to your parish for your 
pastor's signature.  

IGNATIAN PRAYER 

FALLING IN LOVE 
 
Nothing is more practical than 

finding God, that is, than falling in love 

in a quite absolute, final way. 

What you are in love with, 

what seizes your imagination,  

will affect everything. It will decide 

what will get you out of bed in the morning, 

what you do with your evenings, 

how you spend your weekends, 

what you read, whom you know, 

what breaks your heart, 

and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. 

Fall in Love, stay in love, 

and it will decide everything. 

- Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ (1907-1991) 


