
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         May 10, 2020—5th Sunday of Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

STM livestreams Mass  
Mondays-Fridays at noon, and 
Sundays at 9:30am. 
www.stmgaparish.org/livestream 

See page 5 for details. 

CONNECT WITH US 

Find us on Facebook 
@StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

 
Join our e-newsletter list 
stmgaparish.org/enews 

 
Join our parish 

stmgaparish.org/register 

http://www.stmgaparish.org/


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Terry Prince  
 
 
Due to the discontinued Mass schedule, we are unable to 
honor the Mass intentions you may have requested. 

We plan to reschedule the intentions when Masses are  
resumed.  Thanks for your understanding. 

 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 New Parishioner Registration can be found here: www.stmgaparish.org/register   

 The church and other parish buildings are closed for all public purposes effective 
immediately and for the indefinite future.  

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

 

Since we have not been able to 
gather for worship in our church, we 
have tried to find ways to make daily 
Eucharist otherwise available to  
parishioners by live-streaming our 
Masses.  We have also referred  
parishioners to other sources of  
live-streamed liturgies. 
 
We started out with rather crudely 
produced live-streams, using a 
handheld iPhone and then an iPad 
set on a music stand.  More recently, we have been using a 
laptop to stream daily Masses.  For the Triduum  
celebrations and Sunday Masses since Easter, we  
contracted with a professional videographer to livestream 
the liturgies.  These latter professionally produced efforts, 
especially the Holy Week productions, were generally  
successful, though we experienced occasional technical  
difficulties with the video and audio components of the 
stream. 
 
We will be live-streaming Masses at least through the month 
of May, and very likely well into the summer.  It is possible 
that we will be live-streaming Sunday Masses indefinitely, 
since there will always be persons who are unable to  
participate in person.  Given this prospect, Fr. Tim, Joe  
Messina, and I have determined that it would be good  
stewardship to make a larger one-time investment in a  
permanently installed live-streaming video and audio  
system.  Such a system would not only improve and  
standardize the quality of our live-stream; it would also  
minimize our costs in the long run.  We investigated the  
various systems other parishes are using and consulted with 
several professional.  We have now contracted with a highly 
competent and experienced local vendor, the same vendor 
who designed and installed the permanent live-stream  
system at our neighboring parish, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. I expect this new system to be up and running soon, 
perhaps as early as this weekend. 
 
Of course, this commitment to livestreaming in no way  
suggests that a “virtual” Mass is equivalent, or even close, to 
an in-person celebration of Eucharist in which the  
community actually comes together and shares from the 
one bread and one cup.  Gathering and sharing is essential 
to Eucharist.  It is only because we do not have the  
opportunity to celebrate Eucharist together face-to-face that 
we are offering a livestreamed celebration. 
 
In these circumstances, I encourage parishioners to join us 
on-line each Sunday.  I also urge parishioners, at the same 
time, to find other ways to pray together face-to-face.   
Several parishioners have told me of praying a “liturgy of the 
Word” with their children in the backyard, of expanding the 
grace before meals to include other shared prayers of  
gratitude, and of reflecting on and conversing as a family 
about the readings of the day.  Many parishioners have told 
me that they have expanded their own personal, private 
prayer in these days, at times making use of the many  

prayer resources now available to them on our own website, 
the Ignatius House website, and the Jesuits’ website. 
 
It seems that this crisis with its attendant shuttering of 
churches may be an exceptional opportunity to grow; an 
occasion to find new ways to pray as Church.   
 
Tomas Halik, a Czech priest and theologian, recently  
published a wonderful article in the Catholic periodical, La 
Croix, entitled "Closed Churches, a Sign From God?"  Fr. Halik 
wrote that we need to see what our faith has become  
during this confinement with the impossibility of a Sunday 
gathering. We want to return to our churches, but does the 
absence of liturgical celebration exhaust all expressions of 
faith? 
 
Isabelle de Gaulmyn, a senior editor at La Croix, made a  
further observation:  “Confinement has given rise to some 
very beautiful domestic liturgies, and Christianity has  
returned to its Jewish roots. It has allowed the formation of 
groups for reading, meditation, Bible study, and listening to 
the Word, far beyond the usual circles of practitioners.  It 
has also allowed for a Holy Week in prayer and silence.  It 
has led parishes and their priests to demonstrate many 
types of solidarity with others.  Rather than demanding that 
public Masses be freed from lockdown, perhaps it might be 
better to focus on freeing God from lockdown and from 
churches that are sometimes too closed.” 
 
And might those “many types of solidarity with others” in-
clude loving and faithful care of one another, especially our 
needy brothers and sisters? 
 
Eucharist will always be at the center of our life as Catholic 
Christians.  Nothing can adequately substitute for it.  Yet, at 
a time when celebrating Eucharist together is impossible, let 
us find other ways to pray and express our communion with 
our brothers and sisters.  And when the opportunity to 
gather for Eucharist is restored, let us continue these other 
ways of being Church.   
 
Fr. Mark 

 
 

  Eva Otto, 3-year old 
  daughter of STM  
  parishioners and  
  parish staff, Sarah           
  and Andy Otto,  
  actively participates  
  in STM's live-streamed    
  Sunday Eucharist    
  while at home. 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE 

DONATE TO STM  
Visit www.stmgaparish.org/giving to sign up for online giving, 
donate via PayPal or mail your check to: 
 
STM Catholic Church 
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 

St Thomas More is grateful for your financial support of our 
Parish.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
May 17—Military Services, USA   
May 24—Catholic Communications  

PARISH FINANCES 

FOOD DRIVE UPDATE 
The St. Vincent DePaul Society and 
the Decatur-Area Emergency  
Assistance Ministry (DEAM) have 
both thanked St. Thomas More  
parishioners for their incredible 
generosity during last week's food 
drive.  Parishioners donated two 
pick-up truck loads of canned 
goods and other non-perishable 
food items, household supplies, 
personal hygiene products and other needed items that were 
sorted and delivered to the SVdP Council food pantry and to 
DEAM's Decatur office last Saturday afternoon.  A few  
parishioners also included monetary donations with their food 
items. During these difficult times, when so many of our  
neighbors are struggling with loss of jobs and income, these 
donations are more important than ever.  Thanks to STM  
parishioners St. Vincent DePaul and DEAM's shelves are more 
full and they are able to provide support to more families in 
need. 
 

ST VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY AT STM 
The St. Vincent dePaul Society would like to thank local  
business SPECS APPEAL (optometrists Nancy Truong and Minh 
Ta) who collected and donated a carload of food for the Food 
Pantry this month!  
 

Additionally, SVdP at STM has joined other Decatur area  
ministries to coordinate a unified community-wide response 
to the strains that the COVID-19 Pandemic has placed on local 
families.   They have created a Decatur community Facebook 
group to help meet the needs of these  
organizations.    
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1582975101865743/   

Zoom Trivia Night - Friday, May 22 at 7:30pm 
Join STM Young Adults for a virtual trivia Night. No cost to enter! 
Multiple rounds! BYO snacks! Prizes! 
RSVP here: https://bit.ly/yamzoomtrivia  

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=46b34f129d&e=c2998c806e
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=1289aacb1b&e=c2998c806e
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1582975101865743/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1ST GRADERS DELIGHT IN BIOMIMICRY SECRET BOX 

CHALLENGE 

During Home Learning, our dedicated teachers continue to 
deliver an academically challenging curriculum. After a  
science lesson about how plants and animals protect  
themselves, the teachers challenged the students to  
decorate a “secret box”. They could put whatever secret 
things they wanted in the box, and then use a plant or  
animal as a model to add something to their box to ensure 
no one could get into it.  The students got super creative!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING OUR 8TH GRADERS! 

Although their 8th grade year is not ending the way they ex-
pected, hopefully, our 8th graders will enjoy some of the new 
ways we are creating to celebrate them.  An unexpected 
surprise for them this week was the delivery of a graduation 
sign!  In addition, we’ll be spotlighting these amazing stu-
dents on social media next week.   During this unique time, 
we want to ensure our 8th graders know how much they are 
loved, appreciated and important!   

SCHOOL NEWS 

ADULT FAITH 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY AT STM 
Participants should order the book in advance and the facilitator will be in touch prior to the first session about initial  
reading. Sign up at bit.ly/stmadult20 
 
Dying to Live: from Refugees on the Road to Freedom 
May 14 - June 4, Thursdays, 7:30pm 
The Social Justice Committee is offering a virtual reading and discussion of this new book co-published by the Jesuit  
Refugee Service that gives the very personal stories of people who have been forced to flee their home and see a better 
life. Elzbieta M. Gozdziak, a Georgetown University Adjunct Professor and forced migration scholar, will join us for the last 
session to answer questions and offer concluding remarks. 
 
The Inner Chapel 
June 1-29, Mondays, 7:30pm—this is a book study for women. 
In her new book, Ignatian author Becky Eldredge offers a combination of stories, prayer practices and inspiration for  
spiritual growth to help people connect with that sacred place within where God waits to love us unconditionally. The book 
is well suited for small group discussion and faith sharing. If you're craving connection and a chance to deepen your faith 
this summer, please join! 
 
Life of the Beloved 
July 7 - August 11, Tuesdays, 7:30pm 
How do we try to replace the love God is offering us? Initially written for a Jewish friend, Life  of the Beloved has become 
Henri Nouwen’s greatest legacy to Christians around the world. This sincere testimony of the power and invitation of Christ 
is indeed a great guide to a truly uplifting spiritual life in today’s world.  


