
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         May 12, 2019—4th Sunday of Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

EARTH DAY REFLECTIONS: CARING FOR GOD'S CREATION  

We continue to celebrate Earth Day by sharing parishioner's reflections in  
response to Pope Francis' call to care for God's creation. This week, Angela 
Laughter helps us reflect on the importance of drawing from not only the rich 
tradition of our Catholic faith, but the rich tradition of prior generations in our 
own families and their relationship to the land. 
 
What on earth does Catholicism have to do with Environmentalism?  
Quite a bit according to Pope Francis.  Not far into Laudato Si, the Pope’s 
perspective is quickly apparent that there exists a direct relation  
between how we love God and how we love his creation.  Continued on 
page 5. 

WORLD RENOWNED PHOTOGRAPHER VISITS STM SCHOOL! 
 

 

When we heard Steve McCurry, 
the gifted photographer whose 
artwork graces STM’s hallways, 
classrooms and Mulhern Hall, 
would be in Atlanta for 24 hours, 
we hoped he might come visit our 
school.  Continued on page 6. 

  

 

 

 

 

PARISH VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BBQ 

Save the date! June 1, 2019 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  
If you have volunteered or helped in any way at St Thomas 
More parish in the past year we want to thank you with a 

community BBQ! Details on page 6. 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, May 13 Divine Providence  
Tuesday, May 14 Mary Gail Vaughn † 
Wednesday, May 15 Peggy Thuman †  
Thursday, May 16 STM     
Friday, May 17   Joseph Bobel † 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Margaret Kopshac  
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Mon., May 13  Knights of Columbus—7:00 PM to 9:00 PM—Youth Room 
    
Tues., May 14  Scripture Study—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Divorced or Separated Support Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
 

Wed., May 15  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
   Liturgy with Louanne Bachner—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Parish Library 
 

Thurs., May 16  Youth Group Bible & Biscuits—7:30 AM to 8:00 AM—Chapel 
        

Sun., May 19  The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM to 12:00 PM—Parish Library 
   As One Family (Whole Family Catechesis Pilot Night)—6:30 PM to 7:30 PM—Mulhern Hall 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Pat Earl, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Rey Del Valle, Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
This is budget preparation time at 
STM.  Parish staff and those  
parishioners responsible for  
parish-sponsored ministries have 
submitted their proposed budgets 
for an initial review.  Fr. Tim and I 
and Carol Palmer, our parish  
Business Manager, have  
encouraged staff and parishioners 
to be thoughtful when preparing 
their proposed budgets.  We don’t want staff to simply  
increase their current budgets by 2 or 3 percent.  Rather, 
we want staff to see the budget preparation as a planning 
instrument, as a way of accurately reflecting parish  
priorities and commitments.  Fr. Tim and I and Carol have 
asked staff to look at and evaluate what we are doing now, 
to imagine what we might do in the coming year, to let go 
of programs and activities that are not serving the parish 
well, and to make room for new activities and programs 
that have greater promise. 
 
The staff have responded beautifully.  For example, Andy 
Otto, Stewart Voegtlin, and Rey DelValle, the STM staff  
responsible for adult, youth, and child faith formation, have 
submitted a budget that allows us to try out a new  
Montessori-style way of doing religious education for STM 
children, and to test a new “whole family catechesis” model 
that allows entire families to gather and reflect and study 
the Scriptures together around a common meal.  In fact, 
Andy and Stewart tested this “whole family” model this past 
Sunday evening, and they are presently evaluating the  
results so that they can initiate the program more  
effectively and smoothly in the fall.  Also, their proposed 
budget includes a significant amount of money for the 
training of the catechists who teach our children on  
Sunday mornings.   
 
Other parts of the proposed parish budget, if approved, 
will allow us to invest in several areas of parish life where 
we need to do more.  For example, we can do better at 
caring for parishioners who are in need.  Accordingly, if we 
can find the funds to do so, we plan to bring on a new staff 
person who will help us discover and address unmet 
needs of parishioners for pastoral and other care.  I  
envision that this new staff person would not only assist 
those parishioners who are presently tending to  
parishioners in need, like the people in Martha’s Ministry 
and our ministers to the hospitalized and homebound.  
This new staff person might also recruit volunteers to  
prepare and deliver meals to parishioners who are sick or 
have just given birth, might see that new parishioners are 
properly welcomed, might assure that parishioners  
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries and graduations 
are recognized, and might see that parishioners who need 
help with household chores and shopping get the  
assistance they need.   
 
 

The proposed budget also includes funds to hire a staff 
person to develop programs to build up our parish  
community by bringing parishioners of all ages together for 
fun and food and fellowship.  This staff person would take 
responsibility not only for our annual parish picnic, but also 
for organizing additional community building activities, like 
bingo or trivia nights, pot luck dinners, parish-wide days of 
community service, and other fun events.   
 
Fr. Tim and I believe that a strong year-round sports  
program that serves parishioners of all ages and abilities is 
an important component of a flourishing parish.  To this 
end, I have asked several interested parishioners to  
organize themselves into an STM Athletics Board.  I have 
charged this new Board with developing and growing our 
parish sports programs.   Now, if we can find the funds to 
do so, we will bring on a part time Director of STM Athletics 
to work with our new STM Athletics Board.  Together, the 
Director and the Board would not only manage our  
present boys’ and girls’ basketball and girls’ volleyball  
programs; they would also develop new programs.  For 
instance, the Director and the Athletics Board might  
organize a year-round men’s basketball league, a women’s 
running club, a fitness program for persons of all ages, 
pickleball games, a co-ed volleyball league, and family 
whiffleball and kickball tournaments.  They might even  
organize athletic competitions with teams from  
Decatur-area churches and religious congregations.  The 
possibilities are endless. 
 
The fundamental mission of any Catholic parish is to form 
diverse peoples into a faith-filled community that reflects 
the Christ alive and active in the world.  This cannot  
happen unless the members of such a community first of 
all love one another well.  Our common baptism is the  
basis of that sort of love, and our Sunday celebration of 
Eucharist deepens that love.  So do our faith formation and 
education programs; so do our social justice activities.  So 
will an expanded ministry of care for one another, and so 
will more robust programs designed to deepen our  
friendship with and affection for one another. 
 
Parishioners have been very generous to STM this past 
year, and I am hopeful we will be able to make these new 
investments in our common life.  As the weeks pass and 
our financial picture becomes clearer, I will report back to 
you. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTION 
STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection the  
weekend of May 18-19 supports the activities of STM’s St.  
Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our local 
area.  
 
 
 

ASIKE CONVERSATIONS WITH SHERO NEEMA NAMADAMU  
Saturday, May 18, 12:00 PM in Mulhern Hall  
Join us for lunch as we hear from and  
converse with Neema Namadamu. She is 
an advocate for peace and women's rights 
and a disability rights activist in the  
Democratic Republic of the Congo. She 
founded Maman Shujaa or Hero Women 
of Congo to empower women and give 
them voices to tell their stories. Please 
register here: http://bit.ly/2VSwJJy  
 

C.S. LEWIS THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 
June 8-9 at Ferst Center Georgia Tech, Directed by Max Mc Lean 
with Brent Harris as Screwtape. Set in an eerily stylish office in 
Hell, one of Satan’s senior tempters, Screwtape, schemes  
meticulously to capture the soul of an unsuspecting human on 
earth. An international smash hit, this stage adaptation of C.S. 
Lewis’ satiric masterpiece creates a morally inverted universe 
that reveals unseen spiritual powers and principalities in  
humorous, vivid and surprising ways.  
 

ANNUAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 

Friday - Saturday, June 21-22 at the  
Georgia International Convention  
Center Archbishop Gregory, Bishop  
Shlesinger, and Bishop Konzen invite you 
to join them at this year’s Eucharistic  
Congress. This year’s event features a  
Middle School track, dynamic speakers and 
lots of opportunities for spiritual  
enrichment, including Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. 
 
Be energized by music, inspired by dynamic speakers and  
fellowship with other Catholics around the archdiocese! For 
more information, please visit congress.archatl.com. 
 

MARIAPOLIS (CITY OF MARY) FAMILY RETREAT  
This retreat is held in beautiful Monteagle, Tennessee, from July 
4-7, 2019 and is organized by the Focolare Movement. Program 
and activities for all ages. If you come and join us for these few 
days, together we can experience what could happen in our day
-to-day life when listening, gift of self and sharing are at the  
basis of our relationships. For more information, email  
southregion-f@focolare.us or call 404-228-4962. Visit 
www.focolare.org/en/  

A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TO FATIMA AND PORTUGAL 
October 21–31 hosted by the Maryland and UNE Provinces of 
the Society of Jesus and led by Fr. Rudy! This Jesuit trip includes 
visits to Fatima, Lisbon, Porto, Braga and more. For more info, 
contact Jim Skurka at jskurka@jesuits.org or call 212-774-5548 
or visit www.jesuitseast.org. 

PARISH FINANCES 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

2019 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL  

We are grateful to all who have already pledged or donated to 
the 2019 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. Your support helps fulfill 
our parish’s responsibility for the larger church, which is the 
Archdiocese. Our parish goal is $155,700. To make a pledge to 
this year’s Appeal, please visit donate.archatl.com. Be sure to 
designate St. Thomas More as your parish.  

http://www.stmga.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

YAM HAPPENINGS 

June 15 - YAM Service Day with L’Arche, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 
July 31 - Holy Happy Hour. Details coming soon. 

EARTH MONTH REFLECTION 
Continued from cover...  
Appreciating a simpler life while also experiencing the abundance of nature and fellowship – these are ideas that all of us 
can embrace.  This is the life that Pope Francis is calling us to live out in our busy families and in our bustling communities.  
 
My relationship with the land started early and simply, my mom was always in the yard and I was often with her—planting, 
watering, and weeding.  My husband, John, was raised in a family that gardened on a grander scale.   His dad would recruit 
the entire family for exhausting summer hours of picking vegetables.  Fast forward to today, and we are still blessed to 
have these people in our lives and in our gardens. Papa John is still growing enough vegetables for year-round  
enjoyment.  Grandma Carole helps him pick and can, and by summer's end she is vehemently cursing his garden!  Papa 
Tom and Meme have helped us plant a fruit orchard of blueberries, figs, and plums that we will enjoy for years.   
 
As an adult, my desire to grow food and raise chickens was directly inspired by a long list of books that kept ending up in 
my Amazon shopping cart.  I’m a firm believer that God places people (and books!) in our path to help us experience dis-
tinct moments of His grace.  I read an odd group of religious and secular titles: Omnivore ’s Dilemma, The Marvelous Pigness 
of Pigs, One Thousand Gifts and finally Animal, Vegetable, Miracle.  Barbara Kingsolver forever changed the way our family sees 
food.  Ann Voskamp forever changed my appreciation of the Eucharist, gratitude, and abundance in simplicity. 
 
Despite all of my reading, we don’t actually grow all of our food.  In all honesty we fail at  
gardening probably more than we succeed.  We’ve had great crops of sweet potatoes and 
years of nothing, baskets of cherry tomatoes and summers where the worms and squirrels 
got the best of them.  All of this makes us even more grateful to the farmers nearby!!  We do  
aspire to add something edible to our yard every year—asparagus and garlic most recently.  
Chickens in the backyard have definitely been the most interesting project.  They are lots of 
work and we live with the threat of the neighborhood hawk soaring above.  However, this all 
increases our appreciation of them.  The small miracle of a hen laying one egg per day is 
more than enough to renew our family’s appreciation for a full dozen pink, brown, and even 
blue eggs! These gardening practices serve as a quiet ode to proximity and reliance on the 
Earth, and give us a renewed sense of place and stewardship. 
 
All of us, whether gardeners or not, have the ability to eat with the environment in mind.  
There aren’t as many choices when you limit yourself to local produce and pasture-raised 
meat.  Fewer choices equal faster shopping.  Since responsibly raised meat is more  
expensive, we eat less of it.  Eating more fruits and veggies is both economical and healthier.  
Our meat often comes from our freezer.  We purchase grass fed beef from Grove Creek 
Farm just outside of Athens and chicken from White Oak Pastures in southern Georgia.  We 
also have venison and duck in the freezer from the boys’ hunting seasons.  
 
Who has time to go to all of these farms??  No one!  Luckily there is no need to.  Between 
farmer’s markets, grocery delivery services such as Fresh Harvest, and even Publix, you can find local produce, meats, and 
dairy from these and many other farms all over the southeast.  Do not underestimate the power of your dollar to promote 
a healthy planet and healthy living. 
 
The pope aptly reminds us that when we work in the same city that we sleep, eat, and play, we are more likely to take  
better care of that space.  But even if we commute to work, we can appreciate his point.  We are surrounded by God ’s  
majesty each and every day, and such majesty commands our deepest love and respect.  Embracing our environment and 
appreciating the wonder of it all is life-giving for all of us.  In summary, we can take the pope’s message to heart.  Our  
connectedness to God need not wait until we get to Heaven.  It begins right here as we experience an earth that inspires 
awesome wonder and authentic love. 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
Are you looking for ways to experience God? Members of the Society of St Vincent de Paul invite you to 
share in their ministry of experiencing God in serving the people living in poverty. We see Christ in the 
poor because Jesus told us “whatever you do to the least of my brothers and sisters you do for me.”  
 

Contact Cheryl Parellada at stm.svdp@gmail.com, Society of St Vincent de Paul Conference President. 

Sam at 4 years old with one 
of our backyard chickens.  

mailto:stm.svdp@gmail.com


SCHOOL NEWS 
Continued from cover… 
We dreamed about how wonderful it would be for him to 
see and hear how his story-telling artwork is inspiring us 
every day.  Well, dreams really do come true!  
 

Mr. McCurry and Massoud Besharat (founder of the  
Besharat Arts Foundation) visited classrooms, heard from 
our students firsthand how the photos are engaging them, 
and experienced the photographs through our students’ 
eyes.  It was a pleasure for the students to hear Mr.  
McCurry’s stories and have the opportunity to ask him  
questions, and we hope he’ll come back and visit us soon!   
 

“Sometimes, that human connection can happen pretty 
quickly.  You meet somebody, there’s chemistry…a  
connection.” – Steve McCurry 
 

“I try and isolate the part of the scene which is the story I 
want to tell.” – Steve McCurry 
 

“Your pictures are so simple yet they carry so much story 
and meaning.” – 8th grade student 
 

“We have talked about how we are a lot like these children 
in our feelings” – 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Moody 
 

Photos by David DiCristina 

PARISH LIFE 
LAST WEEKEND FOR BEAUTY AND THE BEAST!  

The More Players present Disney’s Beauty and the Beast 
May 11 at 8:00 PM and May 12 at 2:00 PM. Tickets are  
available at the door. Adults—$15, Seniors/Kids—$7. 

FIRST EUCHARIST—CONGRATULATIONS!  
Please pray for the following children who recently received 
their First Eucharist: 
 
Saturday, May 4 
Ian Stewart, Adam Dana, Norah Costello, Pierce Haddad,  
Sophia Paul, Landry Hess, Mason Crabbe, Paul Allen, Luke 
Decker, Mary Comer, Sarah Dallas, Nate Kuwik, Austen  
Gerardi, Emily Killeen, Riley Martha, Bailey Cooper, William 
Bowen, Margaret Robinson, Griffin Abel, Sam Gyuricza, 
Ethan Mihalik, Noelle Campbell, Ella Stefansson, Ethan Lee, 
Grey Gilmer, Parker Dray, Abigail Hagos, Saron Mussie,  
Kiddus Tewolde , Hiyab Bahlibi, Ella Phalen, Edward Bialek, 
Sloan Harrison, Jake Witkofsky, Tyler Witkofsky, Alejandro 
Escotto, Rachel Escotto, Elizabeth Adams and Sofia Srubas  
 
Sunday, May 5 
James Hogan, Jack Witte, Nicco Leone, Harper Smith, Dylan 
Leahy, Zachary Worgo, Ben Bacon, Elizabeth McIntyre, and  
Delphine Misner 
 

THE CANCER SEWING GROUP 

The cancer sewing group will meet on Thursday, June 6th at 
9:00 AM in the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Cancer Home. No special skills needed. 
This will be the salad potluck luncheon. Please bring a dish 
to share. 

 

 

PARISH VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BBQ 
If you have volunteered or helped in any way at St Thomas 
More parish in the past year we want to thank you with a 
community BBQ! Please RSVP for you and your family. Just 
bring a beverage to share. Sat., June 1 in Mulhern Hall after 
the 5:30 PM vigil Mass. RSVP: http://bit.ly/stmbbq19  
 

UPDATED S FACTOR ACTIVITIES FOR MAY 
Thurs. May 23—Trip to Juliette Ga Plantation and Whistle 
Stop Café Thurs.  
May 30—Lunch at Mediterranea. Bus leaves at 11:00 AM  
May 31—Movie Night "A Star Is Born" 6:30 PM 
 

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION 
St. Thomas More is pleased to invite girls who are rising 5th 

to 8th graders that either attend STM school or who are  
parishioners of STM parish to play volleyball this fall.  STM 
competes in the Catholic Metro Volleyball League (CMVL), 
and the season runs from Aug. through early Oct., with two 
practices per week and matches on Sat. mornings. No  
experience is needed!  We will hold open gyms over the 
summer to give players ample time to get acquainted with 
the sport if they aren’t already. Many schools offer summer 
camps as well.  
 

Registration will run from May 15th through June 15th.   
Register online (starting May 15th) at the STM athletics  
website: http://leagues.bluesombrero.comstmga 
 (registration tab). Please contact Kristy Heller at 
krichheller@gmail.com with any questions.  
 

Finally, we are looking for coaches and assistant coaches— 
no experience is needed.  If you are interested, please  
contact Kristy Heller at krichheller@gmail.com. We will  
provide training and support.  Coaches will need to  
undergo Virtus in person training through the archdiocese.  
 

Steve 
McCurry & 
Massoud 
Besharat  

STM students 
presented Steve 
McCurry with 
gifts. 

http://bit.ly/stmbbq19
http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga
mailto:krichheller@gmail.com
mailto:krichheller@gmail.com


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY - IF GOD IS LOVE BY PHILIP GULLEY AND JAMES MULHOLLAND  
Thursdays at 7:00 PM — May 16-July 25—Parish Library  
Quaker pastors Philip Gulley and James Mulholland offer a serious look at concepts like salvation, grace, and 
love, asking the question "If God is love, why are so many Christians fearful, and why do so many church 
leaders sound hateful?" What have we been taught about God that is actually unhealthy and unhelpful? This 
book study will challenge your image of God and invite you to more deeply explore your beliefs. Participants 
must purchase the book ahead of time. Register: bit.ly/stmsummer19  
 

MONASTERY RETREAT 2019—WOMEN OF STM 
Saturday, May 18th from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA  
Brother Callistus will offer a morning reflection and we will celebrate finding Sabbath Rest in every season. Please RSVP 
on the parish website. Contact Angela Laughter if you have any questions at alaughter@comcast.net. 
 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
In collaboration with Ignatius House, St. Thomas More will begin offering Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this 
fall. These retreats will occur “in everyday life”, meaning retreatants will commit to at least 30 minutes of prayer time each 
day at home and meet periodically with a spiritual director with whom they will share their prayer and receive  
suggestions for prayer. The next 8-day retreat will be Sept. 29-Oct. 5 ($75). We will also be offering the full Spiritual  
Exercises of St. Ignatius, done over the course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an application). Learn 
more at stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  

MORE THEOLOGY CLASSES FOR FALL 
Each semester MORE Theology offers classes on theology, history, and spirituality. Registration for Fall 2019 classes 
opens August 4, 2019. Visit the parish website for more information. 

AS ONE FAMILY 
We had a successful preview night this past Sunday with about 50  
people in attendance. Families shared a meal as they engaged in great 
conversation about the gospel reading. Stay tuned for enrollment  
information for this program, beginning in the fall.  
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  (CGS) 
We are working to reimagine catechesis at St. Thomas More and move 
away from the traditional textbook curriculum and classroom model 
that doesn’t always meet children where they are. 
 

We plan to introduce, this fall, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  (CGS), 
a Montessori-based model that emphasizes encounter with Jesus. CGS 
departs from the textbook curriculum and moves towards a  
non-traditional classroom, where children lead and our faith’s  
principles are shared through Scripture and multimodal activities. The 
program’s approach enable both catechist and catechumen to interact 
imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their relationship with 
Jesus. 
 

We are looking for those who would like to be trained as catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages 3-6). 
Catechist training runs from May 30 through June 3 and has monthly follow-ups through February 2020. The cost is $500 
per person, half of which STM will cover. We ask catechists to invest $250. 
 

Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org; parish office (404-378-4588 ext 119); or home (404. 309. 4809) to help. 
 

STM VBS VOLUNTEER SIGNUP 
There’s no vacay like VBS! We invite 35 youth and 15 cleared adults to volunteer at VBS, July 8-12 from 8:30 AM-12:30 
PM. For more information, or to sign up, visit the parish website. 

The As One Family preview night was a success! 


