May 13, 2018—The Ascension of the Lord
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.
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So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into
heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God.
Mark 16:19

PLEASE BE GENEROUS TO STM
We are approaching the end of the current fiscal year.
Please give generously to our Sunday Offertory collection
so that we can meet our budget. Thank you.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Mon., May 14
Tues., May 15
Wed., May 16
Thurs., May 17
Fri., May 18

Thomas Medlock †
Rose Mackel †
James Mackel, Jean Mackel
Franz Hayler †
Dorothy Coffey †

Please pray for those who are sick:
Charles Gollmar, husband of parishioner Sandi Gollmar and
father of parishioner Beth Gollmar
James Mackel, nephew of parishioner Julia Donahue
Please pray for those who have died
Rose Mackel, sister of Julia Donahue
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices
during normal business hours.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., May 14

Volleyball Registration—3:30 – 5:30 PM—Gym
Knights of Columbus—7:00 PM—Youth Room

Tues., May 15

RENEW Scripture Study with Louanne Bachner—1:30 PM—Parish Library
Jesuit Guide Book Study—7:00 PM—Parish Library
RCIA—7:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Thurs., May 17

Adult Choir Practice—7:00 PM—Choir Room
Touch Rugby—7:00 PM—Field

Fri., May 18

S Factor Tai Chi New Session—10:30 AM—Church
S Factor Movie Darkest Hour—6:00 PM—St. Julie Room

Sat., May 19

Youth Group Babysitting—6:00 PM—Gym
Pentecost Potluck—6:30 PM—Mulhern Hall

Sun., May 20

Coffee and Donuts—9:00 AM –11:30 AM—Mulhern Hall
The Word Scripture Study with Jerry Pendrick—10:30 AM—Parish Library

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
I am very pleased to announce
that, through the generosity of
our parishioners, STM has made a
$40,000 gift to El Refugio Ministry
to purchase and renovate the
house in Lumpkin GA from which
the Ministry has been providing
simple lodging and hospitality for
detained immigrants and
refugees, for immigrants and
asylees just released from detention, and for the family
members who visit them. The house has also been serving
as temporary lodging for attorneys from the Southern
Poverty Law Center who represent detainees in
immigration proceedings at the Detention Center.
Marie Marquardt, the Chair of the El Re fugio Board of
Directors, is a parishioner at STM. When she learned of
our gift to El Refugio, Marie wrote to me: “I am
overwhelmed with gratitude for the gift from St. Thomas
More! This gift allows us to move forward confidently to
provide a more spacious and welcoming refuge for our
guests, and more opportunities for volunteers to visit with
detained immigrants…. I look forward to nurturing St.
Thomas More’s deeper involvement with the work of El
Refugio and with the families and detained immigrants that we
serve.”
The STM Social Justice Committee recommended this gift
after several members, including Jen Dalmy, Robert
Weaver, and Greg Amoroso, visited the facility and made a
firsthand assessment of the Ministry’s work and needs.
In an email to the Committee, Robert Weaver reported:
“The house serves as way-station/hotel for families of the
(detainees) and for volunteers…. (The detainees and their
families) are in need of care and support, and the
volunteers who help both the men and their families also
need support…. (The house is) a great example of doing
more with less – but it is in serious need of an upgrade.
Bad plumbing, bad electrical, not enough space. One
bathroom for at times as many as 18-20 people.”

This project to purchase and renovate the El Refugio house
probably could not have happened if not for STM’s gift.
STM parishioners can be rightly proud that our parish is
able to support groups like El Refugio Ministry. I reported a
few weeks ago that STM had also made substantial
financial gifts to L’Arche Atlanta ($50,000) to help purchase,
renovate, and furnish a new house for adults with severe
disabilities in Decatur, and to Covenant House in Atlanta
($40,100) for seed money to initiate a job training program
for homeless teens. These two projects along with the El
Refugio project were all funded from the tithe that STM has
devoted to this year’s parish-sponsored social justice
program. This tithe is equal to 10% of our parish’s annual
general revenue, and it amounted to nearly $200,000 in
both this and last year.
These major gifts and the other more modest financial
support we give each year to support the operations of
several local service organizations, e.g., St. Vincent de Paul,
Birthright, Jerusalem House, Gift of Grace House (the
Missionaries of Charity), Habitat for Humanity, and Cristo
Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School, are made possible because you,
our parishioners, see the work of STM as the work of Jesus
and you give your financial resources to finance it.
We are currently preparing the budget for this next fiscal
year, which begins July 1, 2018. The amount we are able to
allocate to our parish social justice ministry will depend
entirely on the revenue we collect this current fiscal year.
As I said earlier, 10% of our parish’s general revenue this
fiscal year will be directed to social justice next fiscal year.
I encourage those parishioners who pledged a particular
gift this year to complete that gift, and I encourage other
parishioners who have not pledged to be no less generous
in contributing to the Sunday collections through the end
of June. We are on track to make our budget, but we need
your help.
Finally, if you have not yet made your gift to the
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, please do so. Once we meet
our Appeal goal, the entire amount over and above the
goal comes back to STM. To make an on-line gift to the
Archbishop’s Appeal, go to https://appeal.archatl.com/.

Jen Dalmy also reported: “El Refugio is stocked with food,
Thank you.
toiletries, and basic clothing items for both men and
women. There are homemade bunk beds and air
Fr. Mark
mattresses, as well as a dining room table that has heard
its share of stories. This is a humble, yet warm environment
for families who are overwhelmed and unsure of their
futures. It is respite. It is hope. It is unconditional love. No
one is there to judge circumstances, just to offer shelter
and embrace. They cannot change (deportation orders),
but they can offer a clean set of clothes to deported men
for their journey back. Everyone we met was quietly
present.”

I cannot imagine a more worthy group with whom we might
share our parish resources.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15pm for
a Holy Hour for Life.

BAPTISM

2 NIGHT TEEN RETREAT

ALTAR FLOWERS

Today’s altar flowers are in memory of Mack Rogers.

To schedule a Baptism, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

MY
PARISH
APP
PARISH
FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
May 13
May 20

Catholic Communications
STM St Vincent de Paul

THE LIGHTER SIDE

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

EDGE:

Thurs., May 17—Bibles & Biscuits, 7:25-7:55 AM, Youth Room
Sat., May 19—Youth group monthly babysitting. Sign up link coming soon.
Sun., May 20—3:30-5:15 PM, Youth Room. The last meeting will be run by 8th graders. Youth Mass, 5:30 PM. BBQ dinner
courtesy of the Knights of Columbus, 6:30-7:30 PM, Mulhern Hall.

LIFETEEN:

Sat., May 19—Youth group monthly babysitting. Sign up link coming soon.
Sun., May 20—BBQ dinner courtesy of the Knights of Columbus, 6:30-7:30 PM, Mulhern Hall.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY 9-13

Registration is now open for STM’s 2018 Vacation Bible School. Children participate each day
from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM. Carpool opens at 8:45 AM. Activities will take place on the STM
grounds both inside and outside. Camp is open to all children entering K - 7th grade in the
fall. Registrants do not have to be parishioners.
Visit the parish website to register your children or to volunteer. We need teen and adult
helpers to make this camp a success. Email : rde lvalle@stmga.org with any questions.
The theme this year is "Marvelous Mystery: The Mass Comes Alive!" This program has been
especially designed to help the Mass come alive for your child(ren)! During the week, your
children will come to better understand the Catholic Mass and deepen their love and
appreciation for Jesus in the Eucharist.

STARVE WARS! SERVICE EVENT

June 1, 2018 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative effort between the Archdiocese of Atlanta's Justice and Peace Ministries, Catholic Relief
Services, Helping Hands and the people of the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
In order to be more inclusive, both sessions will have Spanish interpreters and the second session will be set up to
accommodate those living with disabilities. Space is limited and registration is required to participate.
https://congress.archatl.com/schedule/

MOVIE MORALS

June 26-29 from 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM in the Youth Room
Come explore Hollywood through the eyes of your Christian faith! The movie selection for movie goers is based on the
pillars of the theme “Doing More for Others,” Respect Life, Celebrate Diversity, Act Responsibly and God in all Things.
Hosted by EDGE and Mr. Christopherson. Only 40 seats available for incoming 6th graders to 8th graders. Cost is $75
dollars, due by May 1st to the school or May 30th to STM Parish office attn. Mrs. McP! Please don’t let money be the issue, if it is contact Mr. C bchristophe rson@stmga.org or Mrs. McP youth@stmga.org and we will work to make Movie
Morals happen for you! Visit the parish website to download the registration form.

SCHOOL NEWS
VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More is pleased to invite girls who are rising 5th-8th graders that either attend STM school or who are parishioners of STM parish to play volleyball this fall. STM competes in the Catholic Metro Volleyball League (CMVL), and the season runs from August through early October, with two practices per week and matches on Saturday mornings. No experience is needed! Volleyball is a sport that anyone can play, no matter what skill level. We will hold open gyms over the
summer to give players ample time to get acquainted with the sport if they aren’t already.
Registration will run from May 14th through June 14th. Register online at the STM athletics website:
http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga (registration tab).
There is an opportunity to try on uniforms on Monday, May 14th from 3:30-5:30 pm and on Sunday, June 3rd from 3:30 to
5:30. It is highly recommended to try on the uniforms to ensure proper fit (uniforms run small). Please contact Kristy Heller
at krichheller@gmail.com with any questions.

Finally, we are looking for assistant coaches - no experience is needed. If you are interested, please contact Kristy Heller at
krichheller@gmail.com. We will provide training and support. Coaches will need to undergo Virtus in person training through
the archdiocese. Thank you for your support of the CMVL league!

PARISH LIFE
ANNUAL PENTECOST INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

Sat, May 19th in Mulhern Hall following the 5:30 PM Mass.
RSVP in the narthex, call 404-378-4588 or email ccollins@stmga.org. Please
bring a dish representing your heritage that will serve 10-12 people.
If your last names starts with
A - E bring: potato or vegetable sides,
F - N bring: desserts,
O - Z bring: salads
Entertainment will be provided by Myrna Hardjono’s International Dance
Troupe.

PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS

Starting next Sunday, the parish office will be closed Sundays for the summer.
We will reopen on Sunday, August 12th.

“THE WORD” SCRIPTURE STUDY ON SUMMER BREAK

Sunday, May 20th will be the last meeting of “The Word” Bible Study with Jerry Pendrick. The study will start back in the
fall. Watch for the date.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP STARTING SOON

STM will offer a new grief support group with the purpose of providing
mutual support to persons who have suffered some sort of significant
loss in their lives and who are grieving that loss. The group will be open
to STM parishioners, both male and female. The group will meet once a
month on the first Monday of every month in the Family Room at STM
beginning on June 4, 2018. Meetings will be held from 7:00 PM - 8:30
PM. The me e ting will be le d by parishione r, Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a
professional counselor/therapist with a specialty in individual and
couples therapy.

ASL SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER MAY BE AVAILABLE FOR
STM PARISHIONERS

With assistance from the Archdiocese, STM may be able to provide an ASL sign language interpreter at certain Sunday
Masses for parishioners who are deaf or seriously hearing impaired. If you yourself or someone you know might be
interested in this service, please contact the parish offices.

COMMUNITY NEWS
BINGO AND DINNER

The All Saints, Knights of Columbus, (KofC) council 11402, would like to invite STM parishioners once again to join us for
an evening of fun playing BINGO, and having DINNER, Thursday, May 24, 2018, in the Social Hall, at All Saints Church.
2443 Mt. Vernon Rd. Dunwoody, Ga. 30338. DINNER and BINGO starts at 7:30 PM. and doors will open at 6:30. Come
early, reserve your seat, and have a taste of our HOMEMADE Italian dish selection. Dinner and desserts are
complimentary.

2018 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

Archbishop Wilton Gregory is urging Atlanta Catholics to
participate in the Archdiocesan Eucharistic Congress, That They All
May Be One, on June 1-2 at the Georgia International Convention
Center. We will gather as a community from all over Georgia and
the Southeast in Eucharistic Adoration of our Lord. For more
information, visit:
archatl.com/events/2018-eucharistic-congress/

MARRIED COUPLES

We are given our instructions to be disciples of Jesus through scripture, through our Church, and through the
apostolates the church commissions. Worldwide Marriage Encounter focuses on renewing our church through
strengthening the bond between spouses. Make your sacrament of marriage shine! The next WWME Weekends are
scheduled for June 15-17 and August 10-12. You can get more information or apply online at GATN-wwme.org or by
calling 678-242-WWME.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
DAY OF REFLECTION: DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS

Directed by Andy Otto; Wednesday, May 16, 2018 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
In this day of reflection we will examine Ignatius' perspective on
discernment and the nuance of the Spirit's movement as a way to better
hear the voice of God always nudging us toward life and peace.
For more information and to register, visit ignatiushouse.org

FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE - A NEW IGNATIAN MARRIAGE
PREPARATION PROGRAM

St Thomas More is pleased to debut a new marriage preparation program
called Fall In Love, Stay In Love . The title is inspired by a prayer attributed to
former Jesuit superior general Pedro Arrupe SJ. Beginning in September,
and offered three times per year, this 4-week program will be available to
any couple preparing for marriage. Drawing from the wisdom of the
Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, the program will invite couples to
consider their own relationship together with the person of Jesus who is
calling them to an ever deeper friendship and the mission to share God’s
love with the world. Through presentations by witness couples and in-class
and at-home couple exercises, weekly evening sessions will emphasize
communication, intimacy, commitment, discernment, and values, as well as tools, rituals, and practices that will aid
couples in their marriage together. For more information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah Otto at
aotto@stmga.org.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
GOOD FRIDAY OFFERING SENT TO MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY

This past week, STM sent a check for almost $4,400 to the Missionaries of Charity in Atlanta. The check represents the
proceeds of the offering taken up at the Good Friday service last month. The Missionaries of Charity, a religious
congregation of women, was founded by St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta. The Missionaries own and operate a residence
on St. Charles Avenue in east Atlanta for women diagnosed with HIV/AIDS. The ministry, which opened in 1994, is known
as Gift of Grace. It is staffed by several sisters of the Missionaries of Charity, and is assisted by many volunteers from
across the Archdiocese, including volunteers from STM.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT HAGAR’S HOUSE

Hagar's House, an emergency night shelter and assessment center operated by Decatur Cooperative Ministry, offers
temporary housing and support services to needy women with children. The shelter has room for up to 30 guests. While
participating in the program, families receive thorough assessment and crisis intervention, two meals per day, laundry
facilities, MARTA fares, computer training opportunities, employment counseling, a support group, and referrals to other
services, such as free child care, legal assistance, and health care.
Volunteers provide the residents with cooked meals. If you are interested in providing a meal for the families residing in
Hagar’s House, sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAFAB28A3FD0-hagars

CRISTO REY STUDENT NEWS

Two of the 4 students at Cristo Re y, whom STM parishioners have been supporting through a tuition support gift, are
seniors and will graduate this June. One – Tanya Mbugua – will be attending Georgia Tech, and the other – Amber
Jefferson – will be attending Georgia State. Their Cristo Rey experience has prepared them well for the next level of
education, and STM helped make that possible.

YAM (YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY)
KICKBALL TOURNAMENT

The young adult community of Atlanta is forming a Kickball Tournament on
May 19. Join the STM Young Adult team! Tickets will be $25-35 a person and
include a team shirt, participation and drinks. There will be BBQ food available. If you are interested in joining out team please contact Meg Link at margaritalink@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATES




June 10: El Refugio Service Event
July 18: Tapping into Theology with Sister Mary Prininski
July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day

