May 14, 2017 | Fifth Sunday of Easter

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM

Sunday, June 4 to Tuesday, June 6 $185.00
Register Now at IgnatiusHouse.org

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

Retreat directed by Sarah and Andy Otto who
both received their masters at Boston College
School of Theology and Ministry. They've enjoyed ministering together in a
variety of capacities: writing a blog for Busted
Halo, giving workshops and classes throughout
their Diocese, and living onsite at a Newman
Catholic Center while ministering to young
adults. Ignatian spirituality has been a
foundational part of their own journey and they
love sharing it with more people.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, May 15, 2017
5:30 PM Josephine De Saracho †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, May 16, 2017
5:30 PM Sadie Shikany † and
Sr. Margaret Thomasine Grady, S.N.D. †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, May 17, 2017
5:30 PM Bob Arnold †

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

THURSDAY, May 18, 2017
5:30 PM Dorothy Bruno †
FRIDAY, May 19, 2017
5:30 PM Kay Chulko †
PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Jack Cawley
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior
to printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…

is designed for just you, rising high school juniors and
seniors.

To STM’s rising Juniors and Seniors
and your friends: Ignatius House,
Atlanta’s Jesuit-sponsored retreat
center that partners with STM and
Cristo Rey High School to serve the
Church in Atlanta, is oﬀering a
three-day retreat for rising high
school juniors and seniors beginning on Sunday, June 4, and continuing through Tuesday, June 6.
The retreat will be led by Andy
Otto and Sarah Atwood, two young adults with extensive
backgrounds in Ignatian prayer and spirituality and youth
ministry.

On the Ignatius House website, the advertised cost of this
teen retreat at Ignatius House is $200, but STM teens
can do the retreat for $185. In addition, the parish will
share the cost of the retreat, if ﬁnances are tight for you.
We want you to be able to take advantage of this
opportunity.

I encourage you rising high school juniors and seniors to
start your summer holidays with some time with Jesus
and your peers in both private and shared prayer and
reﬂection. The name we have given to this retreat is
“Loving the Blank Page.” The idea is that you have time
to consider, in the company of Jesus, what you have
experienced in the past year, what do you imagine for
yourself in the future, and what are the next steps that
will get you there. How does Jesus ﬁt into your plans?
Begin to ﬁll in that blank page.
STM, Ignatius House, Cristo Re y, and the Jesuits and their
colleagues want the best for you, and it is our hope that
this retreat will provide the occasion to imagine what
might lie ahead for you, and to take concrete and speciﬁc
steps to make that vision a reality.
You will like Andy and Sarah. They are a young, attractive
married couple with a newborn daughter. They have
studied Ignatian prayer and spirituality at Boston College;
they write a blog for Buste d Halo, a Catholic website for
young people sponsored by the Paulist Fathers that aims
to bring the joy of the Gospel to all people in innovative
and creative ways (check it out at: www.buste dhalo.com);
they have taught in Catholic high schools, and they have
done young adult ministry in central California.
You will also like Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. It
is located on the Chattahoochee River in Sandy Springs,
just 30 minutes from STM. The facility sits on a large
wooded property set well back from any road. It is quiet
and green – a perfect setting for a retreat. You will get a
private room with a private bath and three cooked meals
a day.
You may have heard about our parish-sponsored Edge
and LifeTeen summer camps and mission trips and our
Vacation Bible School. These have been regular summer
programs at STM for years. You may even have participated in one or more of these in the past. But these programs are reserved for kids and teens younger than you.
This Ignatius House “Loving the Blank Page” teen retreat

For more information and to register, go to the parish
website at: http://www.stmgaparish.org/youth-groups/
teen-retreat-for-rising-juniors-seniors/ Check out the video
of Andy and Sarah there.
To all those who prepared our children for First Eucharist: Thank you, all of you who had a hand in preparing
our children for First Eucharist and in organizing the
many liturgical celebrations and receptions. We will be
welcoming these children to the table of the Lord for
several weeks to come at the various Sunday liturgies.
The children were well prepared, and we are happy to
share in their joy.
Those responsible for preparing them include our
Religious Education catechists, our STM teachers, and
parish staﬀ, especially: Steve Siler, Andy Scantlebury, Jane
Blackmon, Steve Smith, Margaret Becsi, Elizabeth Elliot,
Ruth Murray, Brian Christopherson, and Elaine Phillips. I
have heard a number of comments praising those who
had a hand in preparing the kids.
But even more than these, I thank the parents and other
guardians of these children. You parents are the ﬁrst and
best teachers of our children. The rest of us can assist,
but it is you who make the deﬁnitive diﬀerence in your
children’s faith lives. Let Jesus love your children through
you, and bring your children to Sunday Eucharist as often
as you can. Show them that Sunday Eucharist is an
important part of your family life.
And ﬁnally, to parishioners who are interested in better
appreciating Scripture,
Scripture join others of like mind for our
Tuesday afternoon (1:15pm in the parish library) Bible
study with Louanne Bachner each Tuesday afternoon at
1:15pm in the parish library, and the special study of the
Gospel accounts of Jesus’ resurrection with Dr. Jerry
Pendrick on Wednesday, May 24, at 7pm in the Julie
Room in the parish oﬃces.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

APPEARANCES OF THE RISEN CHRIST IN THE FOUR
GOSPELS

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

Join Dr. Jerry Pendrick as we explore the diﬀerent accounts
of the Risen Jesus in the Gospel narratives.
When: Wednesday May 24th 7-8:30 PM
Where: St. Julie room in the parish oﬃces.
Sign Up genius:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-passion

BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

RCIA NOTES

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not
currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not),
these informal information sessions are for you!
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday May 28th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday June 25th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

LITURGY NOTES—
Together, let us deepen our grasp of the mystery of what
it means to be Church
God does not save a person. God saves a people. The very nature of God is the intimate relationship
of Father, Son, and Spirit. Thus we are not baptized “a
Catholic”; we are baptized “a Christian,” a member of the
body of Christ caught up in the Trinity’s love. The church
is not just a building or an institution. It is a people called
by the love of Christ to gather with others who have also
been chosen to announce the praises of the Father in
the Spirit. We simply cannot be a Christian alone.
The saints whom we invoked as we processed to
the font; the godparents who stood by our side at those
baptismal waters; the priestly people who, every Sunday,
oﬀer with us intercessions for the life of the world; our
ancestors in faith with whom we join with the choirs of
angels to give Eucharistic praise; and the holy nation that
gathers around the altar, ordinary people striving to live
extraordinary lives in the name of Christ – these are our
companions, the living stones that both support us and
push us into place so we won’t crumble. As Christians, as
church, we are never alone.
Diana Macalintal……..GIA Quarterly

Join your fellow STM young
adults at Habitat for
Humanity this Saturday as
we continue to build a
house for our neighbors in
need.
Sign up at
bit.ly/HabitatMay20

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon May 15
Tues May 16
Tues May 16
Wed May 17
Wed May 17
Thurs May 18
Fri May 19
Sun May 21
Sun May 21

Knights of Columbus 7:00 PM Youth Room
RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library
RCIA Class 7:00 PM St Julie Room
S Factor Trip to Monroe
Bridge 2:00 PM Parish Library
YAM Touch Rugby 7:00 PM Playing Field
S Factor Movie Night 7:00 PM St. Julie Room
Baptisms 9:30 AM Church
The Word 10:30 AM Parish Library

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14, 2017
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org
EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

LIFETEEN/EDGE GROUPS Cristo Rey high school needs moving help! Saturday, June 3rd 8:00 AM till 4:00 PM
Sign Up Genius www.SignUpGe nius.com/go/20F0D4AA8AC2CA46-movin Service Hours!
LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
• Eucharistic Ministers—If you have been Conﬁrmed, you are eligible to become an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Eucharist (EM). Please email Elaine (te e ns@stmga.org) if you are interested in becoming an EM and I will set up a
training for you. Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
• May 18th—Bible and Biscuits—7:30-7:55 am Youth Room.
• May 21st—Last Meeting! 8th Grade Edge runs meeting

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
PRAYER VIGIL AT SCHEDULED EXECUTION
The Georgia Department of Corrections set the execution for
J.W. Ledford for Tuesday, May 16th at 7:00 PM. In order to
increase Catholic presence at the prayer vigil on the night of
the execution, a bus will be departing from the Chancery at
4:30 PM to the Georgia Diagnostic and Classiﬁcation State
Prison in Jackson. The return trip will leave Jackson at
8:30 PM and arrive at the Chancery around 9:30 PM. We are
currently working on having an additional stop in Hapeville.
The prayer vigil is held on the grounds outside the prison.
Please check the weather reports for that day and dress appropriately.
To register for on the bus or additional information, please
contact Deacon Tolcher rtolcher@archatl.com,
404-920-7357 or Imelda Richárd irichard@archatl.com,
404-920-7350). If any STM parishioners would prefer to ride
together vs. leaving from the Chancery, please email
Jen Dalmy jen.gossett@gmail.com to coordinate.

RESOURCES ON REFUGEE CARE
STM is deeply involved in resettling a refugee family from the
Central African Republic. Parishioners may want to volunteer
to help with this service. If so, contact Bryn Murphy at
brynelisemurphy@gmail.com or Jen Dalmy at
jen.gossett@gmail.com. If parishioners simply want to learn
more about this issue and how they might help in other ways,
go to the Jesuit Refugee Service (North America)
website at: www.jrsusa.org, or the Jesuit Refugee Service
(International) website at: e n.jrs.net.

STM HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEW DATES ADDED
We have one more weekend to volunteer on May 20th.
Please visit the parish website to sign up
(www.stmgaparish.org). We need your help! Questions?
Contact Greg Amoroso at: lgjb209@gmail.com.

PARISH GIVING
SECOND COLLECTION NOTICE
The second collection on May 20-21 is a for the STM
Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
A special Thank You to the families and individuals who
have sent in their pledges in support of the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal. STM has met and exceeded its
goal!!! Every donation to the Appeal over our goal of
$127,300 will be returned 100% to STM. We ask for your
continued support. To donate online securely please go
to appe al.archatl.com.

PARISH FINANCES
THIRD QUARTER 2017

March ended our 3rd quarter for FY17 with a slight reduction in oﬀertory collections from the same time period in
FY16 of -2.9%. Expenses are 37% higher than FY16 with
utilities, insurance and diocesan assessments driving the
major portion of the increase. These same expenses will
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR REFUGEE ASSISTANCE
st
Catholic Charities needs volunteers to drive refugee clients be increasing again in the next ﬁscal year beginning July 1 .
Average
monthly
oﬀertory
is
$148K;
average
monthly
exto healthcare appointments. Volunteer drivers typically pick
penses are $140.2K. Our goal remains the same – operatup clients at their homes, drive them to the appointment,
ing expenses not to exceed oﬀertory. Your continued supand help them complete paperwork. Most appointments
port will help us meet this goal.
are on weekdays in Dekalb County. For more information,
contact Bryn Murphy at brynelisemurphy@gmail.com.
Year to date oﬀertory $1,331,717; year to date expenses
For information on Volunteer screening, contact
$1,261,907.
cpagoria@stmga.org.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
“LIFE” STATUE BEING REPAIRED
The statue of the Holy family donated to STM by
Catholics for Life was vandalized recently. It is currently
being repaired and will be returned to its place as soon as
possible.

MARY POPPINS
THE BROADWAY MUSICAL
PRESENTED BY THE MORE PLAYERS

MONTHLY SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME

Mary Poppins is coming to STM! The More Player’s fall
production of Mary Poppins runs October 6-8 and
13-15.

Every 3rd Thur of the month at 7 PM at St. Thomas More
School playing ﬁeld. Drinks afterwards at the Marlay down
the road. All levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors
welcome. No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is
needed! Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy
O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com).

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

Would you like to be part of
the production crew? We
need “Practically Perfect”
people to help with set
construction, backstage help, ad sales, costumes and more.
Contact Patty Guenthner (director) at mole118@att.net.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LEADERS NEEDED!
Adult Volunteer Leaders are needed - WE NEED YOU to
make this a success! Your child attends FREE of charge if you
volunteer to be a leader. Rising 8th graders and older can
also sign up to be helpers. Sign up on the parish web site or
contact Elaine Phillips for more info ephillips@stmga.org. The
camp is July 10-14th 9:00 AM- 12:00 noon for rising
Kindergarten through rising 7th grade.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
Each year the Eucharistic Congress brings together Catholics from across the archdiocese and the country to celebrate
the visible, living presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. The theme for this year’s Congress comes from the Book of Joshua
24:15, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” Come join us at the Georgia International Convention Center on
June 16th and 17th and get energized by music, inspiring talks, payer and much more! For additional information, please
visit http://congress.archatl.com/.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
We encourage STM parishioners to participate with other Archdiocesan parishes in this year’s Eucharistic Congress on
June 16 and 17 at the Georgia International Congress Center.
We are also seeking a volunteer(s) to design and make a banner that the STM delegation can carry in the processions that
will be the highlight of the Congress. For information regarding the banner speciﬁcations, go to:
http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators/procession-and-banner-speciﬁcations/. If you can help with this, please let
Marie Diebold know: mdiebold@stmga.org.

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2017
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to honor couples married in 1967 and 1957 with an invitation to a Golden/
Diamond Wedding anniversary Mass on Saturday, October 7, 2017, at St. Brigid Catholic Church. A reception will follow
the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please go to http://tiny.cc/annive rsarymass to
RSVP for this event and for additional information.

Pennies for Patients Service Project
STM School held their annual Pennies for Patients Service Project May 1st-12th . This year the project was sponsored by the 8th grade class. The goal of this project was for the students to make a personal connection with the
children and families who have taken on the challenge of childhood lymphoma and leukemia. This was done
through meaningful prayer and class discussions. Students were asked to contribute money to help ﬁnd a cure for
childhood cancer. Through love and reaching out in a Christ-like manner, STM students were able to put a face on
their eﬀorts to reach out and help children with cancer.

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
RETREATS AT IGNATIUS HOUSE
POPE FRANCIS’ MAY PRAYER INTENTIONS

June 11-4, 2017
Discerning God's Will in My Life
Directed by Rev. Brent Otto S.J.
Back by Popular demand with Fr. Brent Otto, SJ, Retreat
Director
What is God's desire for my life? How can I pray as to discern God's will? Whether you are facing a big life decision,
or seeking God's wisdom in your daily choices, it can be
hard to know just how to discern. How should I pray? What
should I look for? God-centered decision making requires
attention to our feelings and circumstances, an openness
to God, and a listening heart. The Spiritual Exe rcise s of St.
Ignatius oﬀer a spiritual tool kit famous for helping people discern God's will in their life. Come and discover a
companion in Jesus, spend time with the God who desires
to lead you to fullness of life, and start discerning your path
together with Him. A private room & bath, all meals and
appealing spaces, indoors and out enhance your experience. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org or Call us for more
information 404.255.0503

Christians in Africa
That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus,
may give prophetic witness to reconciliation, justice, and
peace

June 99-11, 2017
New Beatitudes for a New People - Women's Retreat
Directed by Sr. Susan and Sr. Barbara
Pope Francis presented additions to the Gospel's eight
beatitudes reminding us that we, in the 21st century, are
called "to confront the troubles and anxieties of our age
with the spirit and love of Jesus."
These new beatitudes remind us that the Gospel
articulates for us the Christian's way of life in our world
today. During this retreat, we will reﬂect on the new
beatitudes and their challenge for us today.

The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES

