
  

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY 9:00 am 
5:30 pm (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 am 
9:30 am 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 pm 

 
MON, WED, FRI 

12:15 pm 
5:30 pm 

 
TUE & THURS 

5:30 pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 pm  

or by appointment 
 

MAY 15, 2016  |  PENTECOST SUNDAY 

PARISH MISSION 

“Living Ignatian Spirituality Today” 
Presented by Rev. Bruce Maivelett, S.J.  

 

Begins this Monday 

 

May 16th, 17th & 18th 
7:00—8:30 pm 

In the Main Church  
 

Come and be renewed in the call from Jesus Christ as our parish hosts 
Rev. Bruce Maivelett, SJ from Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center in 
Atlanta for 3 nights during our Spring Parish Mission.  The Parish Mis-
sion will focus on 
 
1) The Life of St. Ignatius and the fundamental aspects of Ignatian  
Spirituality 
2) How to Live in the Moment – Experiencing God’s Unconditional Love 
for Us            
3) Our Purpose in Life – the Principle and Foundation  & Gratitude – 
Living and Loving in our parish today! 

 

For those who love, nothing is too 

difficult, especially when it is done 

for the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     - St. Ignatius of Loyola 



2 

MONDAY, May 16, 2016 
12:15 PM   Mother’s Day Novena 
5:30 PM     Frank and Sophie Poehylski † 
  
TUESDAY, May 17, 2016  
5:30 PM    Thekkumpuram Johnson † 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 18, 2016 
12:15 PM    Christopher O’Reilly † 
5:30 PM      Anto and Ivka Maric † 
  
THURSDAY, May 19, 2016 
5:30 PM      John Huneke † 
  
FRIDAY, May 20, 20166 
12:15 PM    Henry Bucci † 
6:00 PM     Graduation Mass  
  
SATURDAY, May 21, 2016 
9:00 AM      Daphne, Ben & Angelo Fonseka † 
5:30 PM      The members of STM  
  
SUNDAY, May 22, 2016 
8:00 AM     The members of STM 
9:30 AM     Johannes Darmawan † 
12:00 PM   The members of STM 
5:30 PM     Protection of the unborn 
  
Pray for those who have recently died: 
Se Ok Om Giasi, parishioner and wife of Tony Giasi 
Peter Mierisch , brother-in-law of Elaine Phillips 
Jack Terlisner, father of John Terlisner  
   
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Char-
lotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-
4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, you 
must be either the person seeking prayers, an im-
mediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be re-
membered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will 
be mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the 
General Intercessions and will be published in the 
parish eLetter and bulletin as  soon as  possible 
after we receive the request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special inten-
tions in the Book of Remembrance that is kept in 
the narthex.  Parishioners will remember these 
each time we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial A dminist rator  
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the peo-
ple of St. Thomas More will remember the follow-
ing persons along with all the living and dead: 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 
SUNDAY BULLETIN 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 am in written form or via email to bulle-
tin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for 
your presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and registra-
tion, Contact Marie Diebold at: mdiebold@stmga.org, or 
404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 

Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street park-
ing is available in front of the church with access from W. 
Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org
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FROM THE PASTOR  

The parish’s new fiscal year 
starts July 1. Parish staff and 
those parishioners who oversee 
or direct the ministries of St. 
Thomas More parish are pre-
paring their proposed budgets 
for the coming year. 

I gave staff and volunteer  
ministers only a few instructions. First, I cautioned 
them not to simply add 2% or 3% to last year’s 
budget. A computer can do that. Those responsible 
for overseeing and directing our parish ministries 
should think of their budgets not so much in  
accounting terms, but as program planning tools. 
Budget preparation is the perfect opportunity for us 
to look back on what we accomplished (or failed to 
accomplish) this past year, and to consider what we 
want to accomplish this next year. In other words, 
applying the Jesuit principle of “magis,” staff and  
parishioner volunteers should be asking the  
question, “What can we do in the coming year that is 
for the ‘greater good?’ What is it that we want to  
accomplish, and what resources do we need to 
make that happen?” The point is that, whatever we 
decide to do, we should do only after prayer, careful 
discernment, and reflection back on our parish  
mission and apostolic priorities. 

My second instruction was that staff and volunteers 
should think big. If there is a good idea out there 
that deserves funding, even if it is costly, let’s see if 
we can do it. If the idea is good, but we cannot 
afford to make it happen, we have done no harm in 
considering it. Maybe we can do it the following 
year. 

The third instruction I gave was that staff and pa-
rishioner volunteers should estimate any revenue 
that they expect to bring in through their ministry. In 
other words, if ministry leaders expect to do any 
fundraising to support their work in the course of 
the year, that revenue should show up in their  
proposed budget. That way, we will know how much, 
if any, general parish funds we must allocate to fully 
fund each desirable program and activity. 

The fourth instruction was to minimize the need to 
do additional special fundraising. More and more I 

want to fund parish activities from the revenue we 
raise through the Sunday collections. I want to get 
away from the many ad hoc fundraising activities 
and second collections that we have depended on 
to fund many parish programs. Instead, I want  
parishioners to do some careful budgeting of their 
own: to consider their resources and their responsi-
bilities, including their responsibility to support the 
ministries of the parish, and to make an appropri-
ate, but generous, gift to the parish. If people make 
this assessment honestly and give generously, I will 
be confident that parishioners have done what they 
can, and I will not go back to them, asking for more. 
This will require a change in our parish culture,  
perhaps. To be sure, we will not accomplish this 
change in a single year or two, but I do want us to 
move in this direction. 

The Parish Finance Council, which advises me in  
financial matters so that St. Thomas More remains 
financially strong, will be meeting later this month to 
consider a proposed parish budget for FY17. The 
members of the Council have been conscientious 
good stewards in the past; they will certainly  
continue to be so this year. 

I don’t know what the final budget will look like, but 
the Parish Pastoral Council, those parishioners who 
advise me on matters relating to parish mission and 
identity, has already agreed with me that we need to 
devote more resources to our parish worship, our 
communications effort, and our parish’s outreach 
and social justice programs. I expect next year’s  
parish budget to reflect that. 

Both the Parish Pastoral Council and the Finance 
Council and I are committed to using the gifts you 
give to the parish community for good purpose and 
as effectively as we can. 

Fr. Mark 

 

 



4 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

ADULT EDUCATION BIBLE STUDY 
St. Thomas More Parish’s The Word Sunday Adult Bible Study. Every 
Sunday 10:40–11:50 AM in the Parish Library. For more infor-
mation, contact Jerry Pendrick at jpendrick1@yahoo.com  
 

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY 
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 pm - 
3 pm in the STM Parish Library. 
For additional info contact Michele  McHale Pickard at 404-378-4588 
X119 
 

MEN’S EVENING OF REFLECTION 
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:30 pm in 
the Knights Room. For more information about the STM Men’s 
Evening of Reflection, contact Philip Lee at pal@philiplee .com,  
or follow us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/STMMER/ 

 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a Cath-
olic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  For 
more information on the process of becoming a Catholic, go to: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education and Faith For-
mation.” 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
Perpetual Adoration  7 days/24 hours Chapel 

Rosary for Life   Sunday 10:45 am Adoration Chapel 

Holy Hour   Tuesday 6:15 pm Adoration Chapel 

Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 9:30 am Mass 

Nursery   Sunday 9:30 am & 12:00 Noon  

Adult Choir   Thursday 7:00 pm Choir Room   

    Nursery available for Adult Choir 

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
Cancer Sewing Group       First Thursdays 9:00 am St Julie Room 

More Eats        First Wednesdays  

Knights of Columbus       Second Mondays in Knight’s Room  

St Vincent de Paul       First Sundays Teacher’s Lounge 9:30 am 

Food Collection       Second full weekend of every month  

Bridge Group        Every other Wednesday 2:00 pm  

        Parish Library 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5:00pm, or by appoint-
ment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. 
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacra-
ments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first 
time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine Phillips at 
ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be mar-
ried at St. Thomas More will be required to par-
ticipate in a marriage preparation program.  
 
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and 
Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGICAL CATECHESIS  
“(In the Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy, the Church reminds us) of the 
centrality of the assembly in the liturgy of the 
Mass.  … In the recent past, the role of the as-
sembly was defined primarily in terms of being 
physically present.  As long as people attended 
Mass, they fulfilled their obligation.  The responsi-
bility for the celebration of the ritual was placed 
entirely on the priest presider.  The Mass was 
seen as his act of worship which the congrega-
tion shared only minimally and from a distance. 

“The renewal of the liturgy (called for by the 
Council) has as its stated goal the full, conscious, 
active participation of all the faithful in liturgical 
celebrations. The Second Vatican Council insists 
that pastors have a ‘duty to ensure that the faith-
ful take part fully aware of what they are doing, 
actively engaged in the rite, and enriched by its 
effects.’  … (L)iturgy is the work of all members of 
the assembly.  It is not a spectator sport, but a 
corporate act of prayer and praise that requires 
the active engagement of every member of the 
assembly.  …Only when every member of the as-
sembly understands his or her importance and 
accepts the responsibility for creating good wor-
ship will the vision of Vatican II come to frui-
tion.”   From Worshiping Well, Lawrence E. Mick. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
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DONUTS & COFFEE IN MULHERN AFTER THE 8:00 & 9:30 AM MASSES 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

      We still need adult and youth (rising 8th & above) volunteers for Vacation Bible School June 27—July 1! Please  
      contact Elaine Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org. Also, paperwork is due for both LIfeteen Summer Camp and  
      CHWC Mission Trip. 
 
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

The Last EDGE meeting for the school year is Sunday May 15! Come join us for burgers & dogs (thanks to the 
Knights of Columbus!) Registered EDGE members, please come collect your goodie from Mrs. McP. 

PARISH GIVING 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
Parish Offertory Goal  $30,288.00 
April 23-24  Offertory  $19,966.42  
  Online  $  6,807.50  
 
Total     $26,773.92  

 

In a Catholic school cafeteria, a nun places a 

note in front of a pile of apples, "Only take one. 

God is watching." Further down the line is a pile 

of cookies. A little boy makes his own note, 

"Take all you want. God is watching the apples."  

For all who work to defend life: 
that God might reward them for their faithfulness; 
We pray to the Lord:  

STAND FOR THE RIGHT TO LIFE 

Please, join us during our public prayer vigils at the abortion facility located on Cliff Valley Way on Saturday  mornings at 
8:30 am. For info contact Aileen Barreca 404-558-3276 (Stmcathforlife@aol.com) or Jayme Caspall  jcaspall@gmail.com.    

PRAYER FOR LIFE 
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PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

VOLLEYBALL OPEN GYM AND REGISTRATION 

There is an upcoming open gym on Tuesday May 17, 5:30-
7:30 pm in the STM gym for all girls rising 5th-8th grade. 
Volleyball registration will run from May 16-May 27 (online) 
and is held on a first come, first serve basis as team sizes 
are limited. In person registration will take place Sunday, 
May 22 from 10:30-12:30, and uniform samples will be 
available to try on. Online registration can be found at 
www.stmgaparish.org/girls-volleyball/. Please contact Mary 
Wagner (mbwags@gmail.com) with any questions. We are 
always looking for coaches, no experience needed. 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

Join us for our small group discussion series (7:00 pm, 
Youth Room) 
May 25: The Sacraments  
June 1: Mercy  
June 15: The "Whys" of the Church  
June 18: St. Francis Table (soup kitchen at the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception downtown) Holy Door of Mercy 
Pilgrimage.  Go to the following link to signup and for more 
information:  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054badad2caa8-
saint/3985143  

WELCOME TABLE AND PARISH TOURS 

The STM Welcome table will be available in the narthex 
next weekend. Look for Red Badges to find a friendly  
member of the Welcoming committee who will be happy to 
help you. Also, Ann Dugan will conduct a short walking tour 
of the STM campus after the 12:00 noon mass. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS  

All parents of rising fourth graders interested in altar  
serving, please contact Joe Messina at jmessina@stmga.org.  
 

MASS CHANGE 

On Friday May 20th, there will not be a 5:30 pm Mass. Grad-
uation mass will be held at 6:00 pm. 
 

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH, 60TH ANNIVESARIES  

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to honor couples 
married in 1966 and 1956 with an invitation to a Golden/
Diamond Wedding Anniversary Mass on Saturday, October 
1, 2016 at 12:00 noon at Saint Brigid Catholic Church. A 
reception will follow the Mass for the anniversary couples 
and their families. Space is limited. Please go to  
http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to RSVP for this event and for 
additional information.  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 2016 
Archbishop Gregory, along with Bishop Talley and Bishop Zarama, ask that you join 
them for this year's Eucharistic Congress at the Georgia International Convention  
Center, June 3rd and 4th. The theme comes from the Gospel of Luke, "Be Merciful Just 
As Your Father Is Merciful".  
For more information,  visit http://congress.archatl.com 
 

“LOVE AND FAITH: A MOTHER-SON JOURNEY”  

will be presented by Fortunate and Faithful Families on Sunday May 22 following the 
11:00 Mass at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 48 MLK Jr. Drive.  
A graduate of Notre Dame, Yale Divinity and University of Virginia Law schools, who is also a young gay  
Catholic, and his loving mother will share their faith journeys and the foundation of love that sustains them both. All are 
welcome, particularly Catholic families striving to love their LGBT members. For information about Fortunate and Faithful 
Families and this event go to ffatl.org. 
 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 
Do you live with the self-condemnation of abortion? Do you think there is no forgiveness? Do you live with anxiety, fear, 
panic, and depression? Good News! God desires you to be healed and whole. He wants you to be joyful again. Good News! 
We can help. Come to our next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, JUNE 24, 25, 26, 2016.  PATH (Post Abortion Treatment and  
Healing) will be facilitating a weekend long retreat where broken hearts can be rebuilt, renewed, redeemed. Give yourself 
the gift of Freedom. For more information visit our website at: www.healingafterabortion.org OR CALL: 404-717-5557 

 

FATHER FRANK RICHARDSON RETIREMENT MASS  
A champagne tribute is being offered immediately after the 5:00 PM mass at Good Shepherd Catholic  Church on Saturday, 
June 25th to celebrate the priestly life of Fr. Frank Richardson. STM parishioners may remember that Fr. Frank was once 
pastor at St. Thomas More. The celebration will begin with a Celtic mass at 5:00 PM followed by a bagpipe procession to the 
gym for the reception. Good Shepherd Catholic Church is located at 3740 Holtzclaw Road, Cumming, GA 30041. 
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT — PENTECOST SUNDAY 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the  
beginning and the end.”     REVELATIONS 22:13 
 
This is a reminder of how we should live our lives 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week – putting God first in all that we do.  Not 
only when I am at Mass and parish activities, but when I am in 
the world, at work or at school.  Living gratefully and  
generously is a lifestyle, it’s how I make all my decisions. 

STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP VISION 

Inspired by the uniqueness of our faith 
community and our response to God’s 
call, the stewardship committee strives 
to fulfill the Christian mission by sharing 
our time, talent and treasure.  Our  
vision is to involve and encourage all 
members of the parish to volunteer 
and support our varied ministries and 
be true disciples of Jesus Christ.  For 
more information about stewardship 

call Ann Dugan at 404-378-4588 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

Traffickers are opportunistic hunters and see major sporting 
events, and the thousands of people who flock to sports venues, 
as an opportunity for huge profits with little risk of penalty or 
punishment. Human trafficking is a business, and traffickers will 
take advantage of what they perceive to be good business  
opportunities – including national and international sporting 
events.   For more information, please visit the U.S. Catholic  
Sisters Against Human Trafficking at sistersagainsttrafficking.org.  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

CONGRATULATIONS STM CLASS OF 2015!  
Best of luck to our 8th graders as they go on to high school. We’ll miss you!  

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS 

STM students collected over $1700 for Pennies for Patients, to benefit The  
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The students brought in change in order to 
help thousands of children and adults in their fight against blood cancers like 
leukemia. This was a great way for our students to Jump In and help others.  

IGNATIAN PRAYER 
Is God calling you to a deeper spirituality? Have you 
ever thought about being a spiritual director? Are you 
gifted with listening to others about their spiritual 
journeys? Spring Hill College is forming a new Certifi-
cate of Spiritual Direction/Faith Companioning (CSD) 
class for 2016-2018. 

The 2-year CSD program builds on 15 years of experi-
ence in transformative education: an in-depth prepa-
ration which is also eminently practical, both for per-
sonal growth and more effective ministry. It is not too 
early to begin the application process for this  
program, as space is limited to ten participants. The 
class minimum is eight. 

The CSD is designed especially for clergy, religious 
and lay persons with a basic theological preparation 
and a desire for deeper grounding in the ministry of 
spiritual direction and formation in their own  
personal spirituality. In order to facilitate student trav-
el from longer distances, our new format combines 
online work with monthly class meetings (five Satur-
days per semester) for two years and two summers. 
One cohort meets at Ignatius Retreat House in  
Atlanta (ignatiushouse.org) and the other on our 
home campus in Mobile, Alabama. 

The program is ecumenical, but rooted in The  
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. It offers grad-
uate credit (with limited spaces for undergraduate 
registration), leading to the CSD (18 credit hours), 
with an additional option for the Master of Pastoral 
Studies degree. 

For more information, go to Ignatius House Jesuit 
Retreat Center at:    www.ignatiushouse.org 

STM students crown Mary at the 

school’s Mother’s Day Mass May 6th.  


