
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

404-378-4588 
Fax 404-378-0506 

Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

Sun. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM or by 

appointment 

NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 
9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         May 17, 2020—6th Sunday of Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

STM livestream Masses  
Mondays-Fridays at noon, and 
Sundays at 9:30 am 
www.stmgaparish.org/livestream 

CONNECT WITH US 

Find us on Facebook 
@StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

 
Join our e-newsletter list 
stmgaparish.org/enews 

 
Join our parish 

stmgaparish.org/register 

 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
STM Youth—Grades 6-12 
Youth Religious Education—Grades PK-
5 
Youth Confirmation—10th grade & up 
As One Family—Adults & children—all 
ages 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd—3 & 
4 year olds 
www.stmgaparish.org/stml-youth/  

Register: bit.ly/yamzoomtrivia  

Register for upcoming in-person and  
virtual Days of Reflection at Ignatius House. 
 

See IgnatiusHouse.org/registration/  
for a calendar listing.  
  

http://www.stmgaparish.org/


At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 
 
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Norma McDonald  
 
Please pray for those who have died:  
Richard Arsenault  
George Kowal  
Mario Mion 
Kenneth Wayne Sojka  
 
 
Due to the discontinued Mass schedule, we are unable to 
honor the Mass intentions you may have requested. 

We plan to reschedule the intentions when Masses are  
resumed.  Thanks for your understanding. 

 
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 New Parishioner Registration can be found here: www.stmgaparish.org/register   

 The church and other parish buildings are closed for all public purposes effective 
immediately and for the indefinite future.  

 The Parish Office is closed. Please contact parish staff members by e-mail for  
assistance.  

 Sacramental Emergency, please call 678-337-8910.  

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Brian McMichael, Director of Parish Athletics  
bmcmichael@stmga.org  
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise Fr. Mark regarding significant parish matters  
regarding parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Cass Catroppa, Pat Hamilton, Chris Harvey,  
Juliette Johnson, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz.  
 

Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

In place of Fr. Mark’s column, parishioner Terresa Ford shares  
her thoughts. 
 
My name is Terresa Ford. I am a long-time parishioner of St. 
Thomas More. In honor of Mental Health Awareness month, 
I want to share with you some of my experience as an  
African-American Catholic woman with schizophrenia.  
 
My Catholic faith has played a significant role in my recovery 
from mental illness. It has shaped my perception of myself 
and how I relate to others in many ways. Specifically, my  
ever-deepening relationship with Jesus has given all my  
challenges purpose and meaning. 
 
Those who have never experienced a mental health  
challenge may wonder what it is like to live with mental  
illness. For me, mental illness has taken the shape of social 
withdrawal, hypersensitivity, bouts of depression, anxiety 
and thought distortions. Until I came to the Catholic church 
23 years ago, my illness had control over my life, and I was 
held captive by debilitating symptoms. With no formal faith 
tradition growing up, I had a distorted view of God. I saw 
God as an absentee father whose main function was to  
punish bad deeds. For many, many years my suffering was  
a confirmation for me of my badness. 
 
All of this changed as I came to know Jesus personally. I  
experienced the compassion of Jesus for my suffering  
because he himself had suffered. I saw Jesus in the garden 
of Gethsemane. In his mental, emotional, and spiritual  
anguish, I saw my own.  I knew Jesus could walk with me 
through my suffering because he had conquered his. Not 
only could he walk with me; he would walk with me simply 
because he loved me. How could I be bad if the God of the 
universe loved me? 
 
The realization that Jesus loved me, me a Black woman,  
broken and marginalized, turned my world upside down in 
the best way. My response to his love was to want to give 
back to him. But how could I love the One who is love? 
Through prayer, the Spirit showed me that to give back to 
God, I must give to God’s people.  
 
I looked around in STM parish for examples, and I found 
many in the form of angels watching over me. Sarah and 
Andy Otto, Father Mark and Father Tim are a few of those 
angels. They have supported me and loved me, and I am 
forever grateful. These individuals were able to see beyond 
my illness to see me.  This is all people with mental health 
issues want: to be seen for who they are.  
 
 

In September of 2019, Jesus led me to enroll in a Master’s 
program at Candler School of Theology and to make the 
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius.  Both experiences have shaped 
me in ways that I could never have imagined. My studies at 
Candler are giving me the academic skills that will help me 
minister effectively to others, and the Spiritual Exercises  are 
giving me a familiarity with Jesus who will be my model for 
ministry.  Whereas Candler is giving me tools for ministry, 
the Spiritual Exercises  are giving me a heart for ministry.  
 
If someone had said to me a year ago that I, an  
African-American Catholic woman with the severe and  
persistent mental illness of schizophrenia, would be  
studying to become a hospital chaplain, I would have 
laughed in disbelief.   
 
Jesus has shown me that my illness can be a blessing.  I see 
that, as I share his suffering, I also share his victory. As God 
freed Jesus from the power of death, God is freeing me from 
the dying that is schizophrenia.  As Jesus was raised, I am 
raised to help others who suffer from their own mental 
health challenges.  As Jesus loves me into fuller life, I can 
love others into life.  
 
Terresa Ford 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Corky Pagoria   
cpagoria@stmga.org , or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 
If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS PARISH NEWS 

DONATE TO STM  
Visit www.stmgaparish.org/giving to sign up for online giving, 
donate via PayPal or mail your check to: 
 
STM Catholic Church 
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, GA 30030-2951 

St Thomas More is grateful for your financial support of our 
Parish.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
May 17—Military Services, USA   
May 24—Catholic Communications  

PARISH FINANCES 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 
Laura Greco     
Michael and Margaret Stubbs   
Elizabeth Taylor     
Christina Skowronek    
Matt and Rachel McConnell and family 
Tegra Rosera    
Jeramey Friedman   
Margaret Shaw   
Stephanie Jenniges   
Karen Effinger and Jaime Baquero  
Kathryn Furman     
Jessica Walsh O’Sullivan    
Kevin and Elena Corrigan 
 
 
 
STM parishioners may not be able 
to gather for Eucharist in church, 
but they are finding creative ways 
to be Church by praying at home 
with their families and by serving 
their brothers and sisters.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

ASIKE VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER 

Saturday, May 16 from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM 
Join us in celebrating humanity and raising emergency funds. 
ASIKE will match donation made to the ASIKE COVID-19 Support 
Fund.  
Register and/or donate today:  
https://www.betterunite.com/asikeinthistogether  
Click here to join the event on Sat 5/16 @ 12:00 PM:  
https://meetings.ringcentral.com/j/6404383665  
Visit www.asike.org for more information about ASIKE (African 
Sisters for Information, Knowledge & Empowerment) 

ATHLETIC NEWS 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!  

Open to 5th-8th Girls (parishioners and STM students). More 
info & register now: www.stmgaparish.org/girls-volleyball/  
 

mailto:cpagoria@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=46b34f129d&e=c2998c806e
https://stmgaparish.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=662eb07fab8d8e3cc433c4cdf&id=1289aacb1b&e=c2998c806e


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT APPLYING TO STM?  

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF WELCOME GRANTS!  

Exciting news from the Archdiocese of Atlanta!  They are 
offering two Welcome Grants for Catholic prospective  
students who apply to STM School between May 15 – July 
15.  The Welcome Grants will be awarded on a first-come, 
first-served base as administered by the program’s website 
at welcomegrantsatl.com.  Each grant provides a tuition  
reduction for the student’s first two years.  See the website 
for the grant policy and procedures.  If you are interested in 
joining our STM School family or need more information, 
please contact Eileen at Admissions@stmga.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STM SCHOOL FAMILY-OWNED RESTAURANTS/

FOOD BUSINESSES NEEDING SUPPORT 
If you are able, please consider supporting our STM family-
owned restaurants and businesses who can provide food 
services.  From the list of places, you can get a delicious 
meal or purchase groceries.  Visit their websites or  
Facebook pages for hours and information. 
   

SCHOOL NEWS 

ADULT FAITH 

VIRTUAL RETREAT: HONORING MARY –  A WOMAN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD 
Directed by Fr. Peter Fink, SJ 
Saturday, May 23 - 9:00 AM-2:00 PM – No Cost 
Something radical happened to the people of earth and to all of creation when the Son of God, chose to become a child 
born of a woman. And something radical happened to the people of the earth and to all of creation when Mary, in her 
freedom, said “yes”. From within her own body the one who would bring salvation to all became flesh. That is why Mary 
enters our prayer. She reaches out to us and calls us into her life and mission, for her mission is the mission of her Son. 
Register here:  
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/virtual-retreat-honoring-mary-a-woman-who-changed-the-world/  
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY AT STM 
Participants should order the book in advance and the facilitator will be in touch prior to the first session about initial  
reading. Sign up at bit.ly/stmadult20 
 
The Inner Chapel 
June 1-29, Mondays, 7:30pm—this is a book study for women. 
In her new book, Ignatian author Becky Eldredge offers a combination of stories, prayer practices and inspiration for  
spiritual growth to help people connect with that sacred place within where God waits to love us unconditionally. The book 
is well suited for small group discussion and faith sharing. If you're craving connection and a chance to deepen your faith 
this summer, please join! 
 
Life of the Beloved 
July 7 - August 11, Tuesdays, 7:30pm 
How do we try to replace the love God is offering us? Initially written for a Jewish friend, Life  of the Beloved has become 
Henri Nouwen’s greatest legacy to Christians around the world. This sincere testimony of the power and invitation of Christ 
is indeed a great guide to a truly uplifting spiritual life in today’s world.  

https://archatl.com/schools/ocs-welcome-grants/
mailto:Admissions@stmga.org
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/virtual-retreat-honoring-mary-a-woman-who-changed-the-world/

