
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

Sun. 9:00 AM – Noon 
 

CHAPEL HOURS 
Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 

except on holidays. 
 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 

678-337-8910 
 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

SATURDAY  
5:30 PM (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  
12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 

 
MON—FRI 

5:30 PM 
 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
10:00 AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

9:00 AM  
12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         May 19, 2019—5th Sunday of Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

EARTH DAY REFLECTIONS: CARING FOR GOD'S CREATION  

We continue to celebrate Earth Day by sharing reflections in response to Pope  
Francis' call to care for God's creation. This week, Elliott Seng (6th Grade),  
Keira Ryan (6th Grade), and the STM School Laudato Si Club offer their  
reflection on the changes they've made in their community as part of the 
Laudato Si Club. What a gift to learn about stewardship from the next  
generation!  
 
In his encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis writes, “Because all creatures 
are connected, each must be cherished with love and respect, for all of  
us as living creatures are dependent on one another.” This year as a 
school community, we have found inspiration from the Pope’s encyclical 
and formed the middle school Laudato Si Club. Continued on page 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BBQ 

Save the date! June 1, 2019 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  
If you have volunteered or helped in any way at St Thomas 
More parish in the past year we want to thank you with a 

community BBQ! RSVP bit.ly/stmbq19 
 

CONNECT WITH US 

Find us on facebook 
StThomasMoreDecaturGA 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT STM 

July 8-12, 2019 from 9:00 AM -12 Noon 
See page 7 for details. 

 



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, May 20 Robert F. McDavid, Jr †   
Tuesday, May 21 John O’Leary † 
Wednesday, May 22 Bob Eddleman  
Thursday, May 23 Susan Gorry †    
Friday, May 24   Anne Lewis † 

Please pray for those who are sick: 
Robert Banks  
Bob Eddleman  
Sarjeana Thomas 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

 
Tues., May 21  Scripture Study—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library 
    
Wed., May 22  Bridge Club Ministry—2:00 PM to 5:00 PM—Parish Library   
   Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
   Liturgy with Louanne Bachner—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Parish Library 
 
Thurs., May 23  S Factor visit to the Whistle Stop Café in Juliette, GA—9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
Sat., May 25  Merton Book Group—11:00 AM - 1:00 PM—St. Julie Room  
        

 

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Pat Earl, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Rey Del Valle, Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications  
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
At STM, we try to actively engage 
parishioners in all our ministries.  
Our parish ministries will eventually 
fail without significant parishioner 
support and participation.  More 
importantly, STM parishioners,  
indeed, all the baptized, have the 
right and responsibility to actively 
engage in the life of their local 
Church community.  We need to 
create opportunities for this. 
 
The Jesuits have made it clear in our governing documents 
that the participation of lay persons in our works enriches 
us as a religious congregation and enhances our works.  
General Congregation 34, Decree 13, Cooperation with the 
Laity in Mission, #332.  In fact, whenever we speak of “our” 
works, we mean the works of Jesuits and our lay  
colleagues. 
 
Those same documents make it plain that lay persons 
working in Jesuit-sponsored apostolates should not be  
regarded as subordinates, but as co-leaders.  GC34, De-
cree 13, #354. 
 
At STM, we are trying to expand the role of lay parishioners 
not only in STM ministries, but also in parish governance.  
Even before the Jesuits arrived in February 2016, STM had 
a working Parish Council, that group of parishioners 
charged with advising in regards to parish mission and  
identity; a Finance Council, those parishioners charged with 
assisting the pastor in managing the financial activities of 
the parish; a School Advisory Council, several parishioners 
who advise the school principal regarding school  
operations; and a Parent-Teacher Organization, a group of 
school parents who work to facilitate and expand parental 
involvement in the education of their children.  These 
groups remain active.  
 
However, since 2016, STM has added several parish 
groups that also share responsibility for parish  
governance.  These include the STM Social Justice  
Committee, which is responsible for developing STM  
outreach programs, including the distribution of the annual 
parish tithe for social justice; and the STM Faith Formation 
Committee, which works with our Faith Formation staff to 
develop effective catechetical and spirituality programs for 
our youth and adult parishioners. 
 
The name of parishioners who are presently serving on 
these Councils and Committees are listed on the parish 
and school websites. 
 
In addition to these Councils and standing committees, 
there are a number of ad hoc advisory groups composed 
of parishioners.  These groups give attention to specific 
problems and issues as they arise.  For example, the STM 
Facilities Master Planning Committee has been working 

with me and our professional consultants for more than 
the past year to assess the condition of parish buildings 
and facilities and to plan for their renovation, replacement, 
or expansion. 
 
Each of these committees and Councils is critical to the 
well-being of the parish.  Not only does their work improve 
the quality and effectiveness of our parish ministries; they 
also assure that the clerical leadership remains  
accountable and responsible to the people of the parish.  
Fr. Tim and I are grateful to those who serve in these  
capacities. 
 
Membership on these councils and committees is meant 
to “turn over” periodically so that their work remains fresh, 
so that a broad range of parishioners are able to  
participate, and so that no individual’s personal interests 
become entrenched.  For example, members of the Parish 
Council and Finance Council typically serve three-year 
terms, although members occasionally serve for a longer 
or shorter time, depending on the parish’s needs for  
continuity of leadership and expertise.   As of September 1, 
the Parish Council and Finance Council will each have two 
to three openings.   We invite parishioners who would like 
to serve on either the Parish or Finance Council to submit 
their names for consideration.  
 
Parishioners who are eligible to serve on the Parish Council 
include adults who are registered, who have been actively 
involved in the parish for a significant time and who know 
the parish well, and who are committed to advancing the 
well-being of the parish.  For service on the Finance  
Council, an additional requirement applies: candidates 
should have some experience in business, finance, or  
accounting. 
 
Parishioners interested in serving on the Parish Council or 
Finance Council should submit their names to me or Fr. 
Tim before July 15.  I will refer all submitted names to the 
present members of those Councils for their review and 
recommendation. Upon receiving these recommendations, 
I will appoint new members to begin their service effective 
September 1. 
 
I urge parishioners to consider submitting their names.  
We will be better for your service. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTION 
STM St Vincent de Paul—The second collection the  
weekend of May 18-19 supports the activities of STM’s 
St. Vincent de Paul Society on behalf of the poor in our 
local area.  
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO NFP CLASS 
Pregnancy Aid Clinic will be offering an Introduction to Natural 
Family Planning class for engaged and married couples. Learn 
the basics of NFP and what is involved in the process. The 
classes are FREE and start at 5:30 PM.    
  
Forest Park clinic on Thursday, May 23  
531 Forest Pkwy, Suite 100 
Forest Park GA 30297 
  
Roswell clinic on Monday, May 27 
281 S. Atlanta St. 
Roswell GA 30075   
 

Register at:  www.pregnancyaidclinic.com/classes   
For more information, please contact Betsy Gordon at  
678-306-6360 or bgordon@pregnancyaidclinic.org   
 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRTHRIGHT INTERNATIONAL 
Banquet celebrating the 50th anniversary of Birthright  
International, the first pro-life crisis pregnancy center in the U.S. 
The center was founded by Terry Weaver with pledges from St. 
Thomas More parishioners. Saturday, June 8th, Buckhead  
Ballroom, Atlanta Marriott Buckhead Hotel, 3405 Lenox Rd. N.E. 
Atlanta 30326. Cash bar opens at 6:30 p.m. with dinner served 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $100 per person. Self-park on property for 
$16. You can send a check to Birthright Atlanta, P.O. Box 98361, 
Atlanta 30359 or pay with credit card at birthrightofatlanta.com 
via donations tab. Deadline for reservations is May 29. For more 
information, email atlanta@birthright.org  
 

ANNUAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 

Friday - Saturday, June 21-22 at the  
Georgia International Convention  
Center Archbishop Gregory, Bishop  
Shlesinger, and Bishop Konzen invite you 
to join them at this year’s Eucharistic  
Congress. This year’s event features a  
Middle School track, dynamic speakers and 
lots of opportunities for spiritual  
enrichment, including Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. 
 

Be energized by music, inspired by dynamic speakers and  
fellowship with other Catholics around the archdiocese! For 
more information, please visit congress.archatl.com. 
 

MARIAPOLIS (CITY OF MARY) FAMILY RETREAT  
This retreat is held in beautiful Monteagle, Tennessee, from July 
4-7, 2019 and is organized by the Focolare Movement. Program 
and activities for all ages. If you come and join us for these few 
days, together we can experience what could happen in our day
-to-day life when listening, gift of self and sharing are at the  
basis of our relationships. For more information, email  
southregion-f@focolare.us or call 404-228-4962. Visit 
www.focolare.org/en/  

PARISH FINANCES 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

2019 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL  

We are grateful to all who have already pledged or donated to 
the 2019 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. Your support helps fulfill 
our parish’s responsibility for the larger church, which is the 
Archdiocese. Our parish goal is $155,700. To make a pledge to 
this year’s Appeal, please visit donate.archatl.com. Be sure to 
designate St. Thomas More as your parish.  

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:atlanta@birthright.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 

YAM HAPPENINGS 

YAM Volunteer Day—June 15, 9:00 AM-12 Noon  
Join us for YAM's nearly-summer service day! We'll be helping with some work at the L'Arche Atlanta community. L'Arche is 
an organization with communities for adults with and without intellectual and developmental disabilities. We're going to 
help with some outdoor painting and yard work.  
 

Afterwards we'll go to Matador Mexican Cantina for some tacos! Let us know that you can come here:  
http://bit.ly/YAMvolunteer19  

EARTH MONTH REFLECTION 
Continued from cover...  
Back in August, we discussed major changes we wanted to see in our school 
that could make our community a more eco-friendly place. We collected data 
on the energy, water, and food resources used by the student body, and we 
came to the conclusion that something had to be done to reduce food waste. 
Each day, we found that about half of the lunchroom waste produced could 
have been composted. We put our faith into action by researching the  
composting process, presenting a proposal to our principal, and raising funds 
to purchase the necessary materials. We began educating other students about 
the purpose of composting, which foods can and cannot be composted, and 
how to live day to day as a steward of creation.   
 

Stewardship is the act of caring for something, and we can be stewards of the 
Earth by being conscious of the impact we are having on the world, whether it is 
the environment itself or the people around us. On Holy Thursday, we, as the 
leading students of the Laudato Si composting initiative, shared a presentation about our club with the entire school,  
receiving an enthusiastic response. Each classroom hosts a composting bin, but that ’s not all! Students compost at lunch 
and this compost goes into our outdoor compost bin where it decomposes into nutrient-rich soil for our STM garden. The 
younger grades are excited about our new addition of a vermicomposting (composting with worms) bin in the science lab. 

 

Composting has inspired many other students to go out and be stewards. Composting is now seen as a responsibility  
taken on by all students. We realize we are all called to be stewards of the Earth by being aware of the resources we use 
on a daily basis. 
 

Elliott Seng (6th Grade), Keira Ryan (6th Grade), and the STM Laudato Si Club 
 

FRESH HARVEST VISITS STM 
As a part of our ongoing Earth month celebration, Fresh Harvest, will be at our parish next Sunday 
morning from 10:00 AM until after the noon Mass. Fresh Harvest provides a home delivery of local  
organic produce throughout Greater Atlanta.  Baskets are customizable and you can add other local 
groceries like meat, milk, and eggs.  Since 2012 they have worked to create an ethical food hub in  
Atlanta by supporting sustainable agriculture, minimizing food/packaging waste, and creating jobs for 
their refugee neighbors in Clarkston.  
 
Stop by the narthex on May 19th if you’d like to learn more. 

 

L'ARCHE ACKNOWLEDGES STM GIFT 

In a letter to STM parishioners, Tim Moore, Executive Director of L'Arche Atlanta, acknowledged 
STM's recent gift of $500.  Tim wrote:  "Thank you for your gift...  We are grateful for your help in 
making L'Arche a sustainable and vibrant community....  We thank you for believing in our  
mission." 
 

ST THERESA SCHOOL IN HONDURAS THANKS STM  

Fr. Alvaro Ramos, Director of the ACOES Medical Clinic at St. Theresa School in Tegucigalpa,  
Honduras, has written to STM again thanking parishioners for a major gift which is funding an 
expansion of the clinic which serves the Honduran poor. 
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES DONATION 
STM has made a donation of $1,000 to Catholic Relief Services for the care of Venezuelan people harmed by the current 
political unrest there.  We encourage parishioners to consider making an additional gift from their own funds through 
Catholic Relief Services at www.crs.org 

http://bit.ly/YAMvolunteer19


SCHOOL NEWS 
KIDS RULE THE SCHOOL! 
At our “Boots and Bling Gala” in March, parents bid to  
have their child be a “Teacher for a Day.” With almost 30  
students “being” their favorite teachers and staff for the day, 
they truly ruled the school!      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAUGHTER & HUGS ABOUND AT RETIREMENT RECEPTION 
What a blessing it was to honor retiring teachers, Kathy  
Merritt and Heather Kloer, with a retirement reception.   
Current and former students, faculty and parents all came 
to celebrate the wonderful time these two beloved teachers 
spent in service to the children of STM.  We wish them all 
the best in their retirement!     
  

PARISH LIFE 
S FACTOR NEWS  
On May 6th The S Factor took a guided tour of the Fox  
theater and learned the history of this magnificent 89 year 
old structure.  It was a fascinating tour topped off with 
lunch at Mary Macs.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

The S Factor is a group of "seasoned active/mobile" adults 
of the parish who participate in a variety of activities: social, 
spiritual, service, cultural and environmental.  We welcome 
new members.  Please contact Cass Catroppa  
404-377-6944 or ccassiecat@aol.com for more information.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST—CONGRATULATIONS!  
Please pray for the following children who recently received 
their First Eucharist: 
 

Saturday, May 11 
Hugh Ohlandt, Patrick Link, Kieran Dickmann, Annabelle 
Meighan and Trinidad Romero  
 

Sunday, May 12 
Catherine Eason, Katie Maeve Walsh, Annaliese Murphy, 
Murphy Avery, John Stearns, Sadie Gillen, Abram Minter  
Patterson, IV, Campbell Collins, Addelyn DeCuyper and 
Wilson Ogan.  
 

MAY FOOD DRIVE 
This month’s food drive will benefit DEAM.   
 

THE CANCER SEWING GROUP 
The cancer sewing group will meet on Thursday, June 6th at 
9:00 AM in the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Cancer Home. No special skills needed. 
This will be the salad potluck luncheon. Please bring a dish 
to share. 

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION 
St. Thomas More is pleased to invite girls who are rising 5th 

to 8th graders that either attend STM school or who are  
parishioners of STM parish to play volleyball this fall.  STM 
competes in the Catholic Metro Volleyball League (CMVL), 
and the season runs from Aug. through early Oct., with two 
practices per week and matches on Sat. mornings. No  
experience is needed!  We will hold open gyms over the 
summer to give players ample time to get acquainted with 
the sport if they aren’t already. Many schools offer summer 
camps as well.  
 

Registration will run from May 15th through June 15th.   
Register online (starting May 15th) at the STM athletics  
website: http://leagues.bluesombrero.comstmga 
 (registration tab). Please contact Kristy Heller at 
krichheller@gmail.com with any questions.  
 

Finally, we are looking for coaches and assistant coaches— 
no experience is needed.  If you are interested, please  
contact Kristy Heller at krichheller@gmail.com. We will  
provide training and support.  Coaches will need to  
undergo Virtus in person training through the archdiocese.  
 
 

http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga
mailto:krichheller@gmail.com
mailto:krichheller@gmail.com


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY - IF GOD IS LOVE BY PHILIP GULLEY AND JAMES MULHOLLAND  
Thursdays at 7:00 PM — May 16-July 25—Parish Library  
Quaker pastors Philip Gulley and James Mulholland offer a serious look at concepts like salvation, grace, and 
love, asking the question "If God is love, why are so many Christians fearful, and why do so many church 
leaders sound hateful?" What have we been taught about God that is actually unhealthy and unhelpful? This 
book study will challenge your image of God and invite you to more deeply explore your beliefs. Participants 
must purchase the book ahead of time. Register: bit.ly/stmsummer19  
 

MONASTERY RETREAT 2019—WOMEN OF STM 
Saturday, May 18th from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA  
Brother Callistus will offer a morning reflection and we will celebrate finding Sabbath Rest in every season. 
Please RSVP on the parish website. Contact Angela Laughter if you have any questions at alaughter@comcast.net. 
 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
In collaboration with Ignatius House, St. Thomas More will begin offering Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this fall. 
These retreats will occur “in everyday life”, meaning retreatants will commit to at least 30 minutes of prayer time each day 
at home and meet periodically with a spiritual director with whom they will share their prayer and receive suggestions for 
prayer. The next 8-day retreat will be Sept. 29-Oct. 5 ($75). We will also be offering the full Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, 
done over the course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an application). Learn more at  
stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  

MORE THEOLOGY CLASSES FOR FALL 
Each semester MORE Theology offers classes on theology, history, and spirituality. Registration for Fall 2019 classes opens 
August 4, 2019. Visit the parish website for more information. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING! 
July 8-12, 2019 from 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 
The theme for 2019 is "Earthkeepers! - Caring for Our Common Home.” This program 
helps kids explore how to care for all of God’s creation. It is based on Pope Francis’  
encyclical "Laudato Si" and it includes engaging Bible stories, catchy songs, fun games, 
creative activities, yummy snacks, compelling stories, and more.  
 
STM VBS is open to all children entering K - 7th grade in the fall. Registrants do not have 
to be parishioners. We welcome all children!  
 

We invite 35 youth and 15 cleared adults to volunteer at VBS. For more information, or to sign up, visit the parish  
website. 
 

STM YOUTH CORE VOLUNTEERS 
Love Jesus? Love kids? Here’s an opportunity to spend time with both, starting next fall. We’re in need of several cleared 
adult (18+) chaperones for our youth program. If you’d like to explore what volunteering with youth looks like, sign up on 
the parish website to begin that conversation! We need you! 
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  (CGS) 
We are working to reimagine catechesis at St. Thomas More and move away from the traditional textbook curriculum 
and classroom model that doesn’t always meet children where they are. 
 
We plan to introduce, this fall, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  (CGS), a Montessori-based model that emphasizes  
encounter with Jesus. CGS departs from the textbook curriculum and moves towards a non-traditional classroom, where 
children lead and our faith’s principles are shared through Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s approach 
enable both catechist and catechumen to interact imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
We are looking for those who would like to be trained as catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages 3-6). 
Catechist training runs from May 30 through June 3 and has monthly follow-ups through February 2020. The cost is $500 
per person, half of which STM will cover. We ask catechists to invest $250. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org; 
parish office (404-378-4588 ext 119); or home (404. 309. 4809) to help. 


