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636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
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www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM

APPEARANCES OF THE RISEN CHRIST IN THE FOUR GOSPELS
Join Dr. Jerry Pendrick as we explore the diﬀerent accounts of the Risen
Jesus in the Gospel narratives.
When: Wednesday May 24th 7-8:30 PM
Where: St. Julie room in the parish oﬃces.
Sign Up genius: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-passion

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 &
12:00 MASSES

Sun, June 4 to Tues, June 6 $185.00 Register Now at IgnatiusHouse.org View the
video at : https://youtu.be/CU63LpazUCg

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners
to say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during
the “General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

MONDAY, May 22, 2017
5:30 PM Johannes Darmawan †

Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org

TUESDAY, May 23, 2017
5:30 PM Dr. Carl Sebelius †

Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org

WEDNESDAY, May 24, 2017
5:30 PM Dr. Douglas Robertson
THURSDAY, May 25, 2017
5:30 PM Lev Kamena †
FRIDAY, May 26, 2017
5:30 PM Thomas Mathews †
PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK
Anna Cospelich
Catherine Cospelich
CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE RECENTLY
BAPTIZED AND THEIR FAMILIES
Andrew Fagan
Vivian Paul
Seamus Robbins
Pierce Hill
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one
to be remembered, or have the express permission of the
one to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter
and bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the
request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in
the Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues May 23
Tues May 23
Wed May 24
Wed May 24
Sat May 27
Sun May 28
Sun May 28

RENEW Bible Study 1:30 PM Parish Library
RCIA Class 7:00 PM St. Julie Room
S Factor Road Trip
Risen Christ 7:00 PM St Julie Room
Merton Group 11:00 AM St. Julie Room
RCIA Information 10:30 AM St. Julie Room
The Word 10:30 AM Parish Library

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Emails for STM Business Only

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor.
Several of my recent homilies
have touched on the topic of
evangelization. By evangelization I
mean simply proclaiming the
Good News of the Gospel, that is,
proclaiming the love that God has
for the world wherever we are and
by whatever means are available
to us. This can involve speaking
explicitly with others about what
God has done for us in and
through Jesus. More often,
evangelization involves simply letting Jesus love others
through us, for instance, by oﬀering others a kind word or
smile, rejoicing with others in their good fortune, or being
with others in their sadness.

distinctive ways that Catholics have come to know him.
RCIA helps the individual discern whether God is calling him
or her to baptism or reception into full communion with
the Catholic Church.
The RCIA process always respects the individual’s unique
experience of the Spirit, and always respects his or her
conscientious decision whether or not in the end to seek
baptism or to enter the Catholic community through a
profession of faith. In other words, the staﬀ who direct our
RCIA program and those parishioners who, as sponsors,
accompany and mentor the RCIA participants through the
program take great care not to interfere with the Spirit who
interacts directly with each individual. Staﬀ and sponsors
never impose themselves between the Spirit and the
individual RCIA participant.

Having observed those staﬀ and parishioners who lead our
RCIA program, including Fran and Carl McColman
The ﬁrst purpose of evangelization is not to convert others (co-directors), Michele McHale-Pickard (adult faith
formation coordinator), Louanne Bachner (catechist), and
to our own Catholic religion (though that may sometimes
Richard Joseph (sponsor coordinator), I have come to
happen, thanks be to God). Rather, the ﬁrst purpose of
greatly admire their pastoral skills and their own love for
evangelization is to let others experience God’s love for
them so that they, in turn, might grow in their own relation- the Church.
ship with God. As Pope Francis has said, we evangelize in
This leadership team is even now looking ahead to next
order to share with others the joy of the Gospel.
year’s program. RCIA has typically begun in September and
has continued through Pentecost. However, recognizing
Nevertheless, if, as a result of our evangelization, another
person is moved by the Spirit to ask what inspires our love that the Spirit doesn’t move in the hearts of men and
women only during those six or seven months, the
and what gives meaning to our lives, then we have an
opening to speak of our own relationship with Jesus whom leadership team has decided to extend our parish RCIA
program throughout the year. Even though the more
we have come to know as Catholics. And if the other’s interest expands into an interest in the Catholic Church, then formal and more intense program will still begin in
STM is prepared to welcome them, to engage with them, to September, team members are prepared to meet with
listen to their stories, and to share more about our experi- persons who express an interest in joining the Catholic
community regardless of the time of the year, and they will
ence of Jesus in the Catholic Church.
establish and maintain contact with interested inquirers
Our parish program for engaging non-Catholics who are
until the program begins in earnest in September.
curious about the Catholic Church and who are discerning
whether God is calling them to become Catholics is the
To this end, Fran, Carl, and Michele will host an RCIA
“Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults,” or RCIA. (The proinformation session on four upcoming Sundays, the ﬁrst
gram is adaptable for children.) The RCIA program is debeing May 28th, at 10:30 AM,
AM in the Julie Room of the parish
signed primarily for unbaptized persons, and, if they are
oﬃces.
willing, leads to their baptism into the Catholic Church,
normally at the Easter Vigil.
In your interactions with other persons each day, you will
surely encounter individuals who are actively exploring the
But RCIA also serves persons who have already been bap- possibility of becoming Catholic. When you encounter such
tized into other Christian traditions but who are interested a one, invite him or her to join you for Sunday Eucharist.
in entering the Catholic Church. If an individual who has
Introduce him or her to other STM parishioners. Maybe
already been baptized completes the RCIA program, he or even encourage him or her to attend an RCIA information
she is not baptized again, since the Catholic Church recog- sessions. Maybe promise to accompany them.
nizes the validity and eﬀect of his or her Christian baptism.
Rather, the individual makes a profession of faith and is
As Pope Francis, says, evangelization is the responsibility of
formally received into the Catholic Church. This happens
each of us.
whenever it is determined the individual is ready to be
received, sometimes before and sometimes after the
Fr. Mark
Easter Vigil.
As you might expect, RCIA includes instruction in the
teachings of the Catholic Church. But RCIA also assists the
individual to become better acquainted with Jesus in the

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.
LITURGY NOTES—

What does it mean to say, “I Believe”? It is
the response we must give to be baptized; yet, over
time, those words become rote and routine.
In the baptismal promises, the Apostles’
Creed, and the Nicene Creed, we state our belief not
in an idea or a teaching but in a person: in God the
Father, in Jesus his only Son, in the Holy Spirit who
makes us one. The word credo, is Latin for
“I believe,” is connected to the word for “heart,” cor.
The ﬁrst step toward belief in God is love, not assent:
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your
heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and
with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself”
(Lk 10:27). “I believe” means we believe with all our
heart and give our entire being to the One in whom
we believe.
If we do indeed love Jesus, if we do believe
him with all our heart, how can we not love our
neighbor as ourselves? Next time we say, “I believe,”
let us open our hearts to the Spirit who helps us
remember that we can only love God as much as we
love the people we love the least.
Diana Macalintal…..GIA Quarterly

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not
currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not),
these informal information sessions are for you!
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday May 28th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday June 25th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

GOSPEL ACTIVITIES FOR YOUR CHILDREN THIS
SUMMER
If you are looking for great ways to share the Sunday
readings with children over the summer, here are
two free resources that include activities, and discussion
starters to help families prepare for Sunday Mass:
Catholic Mom -Gospel coloring pages and worksheets
http://catholicmom.com/kids/catholic-gospel-coloringworksheets-sunday-mass/
Sunday Connection by Loyola Press- Family activities and
gospel reﬂections
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/
sunday-connection

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 1010-14, 2017
• Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
LIFETEEN/EDGE GROUPS Cristo Rey Moving Help – Saturday, June 3rd - Get a jump on those service hours while
helping our brothers & sisters at Cristo Rey make the ﬁnal move into their new space.
Sign up here: http://www.signupge nius.com/go/20f0d4aa8ac2ca46-movin
LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
• Eucharistic Ministers—If you have been Conﬁrmed, you are eligible to become an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Eucharist (EM). Please email Elaine (te e ns@stmga.org) if you are interested in becoming an EM and I will set up a
training for you. Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
• May 21st—Last Meeting! 8th Grade Edge runs meeting
• May 21st—Blessing at Mass for Summer and Mission Trips
• June 1st-—Deadline for Steubenville Atlanta www.SignUpGe nius.com/go/508044ca9ab29a31-steubenville

SOCIAL JUSTICE
RESOURCES ON REFUGEE CARE
STM is deeply involved in resettling a refugee family from
the Central African Republic. Parishioners may want to
volunteer to help with this service. If so, contact Bryn
Murphy at bryne lise murphy@gmail.com or Jen Dalmy at
jen.gossett@gmail.com.
If parishioners simply want to learn more about this issue
and how they might help in other ways, go to the Jesuit
Refugee Service (North America) website at: www.jrsusa.org,
or the Jesuit Refugee Service (International) website at:
en.jrs.net.

STEWARDSHIP (cont.)
FROM STM BUSINESS MANAGER

To pledge or not to pledge – Each year in the fall we make
our annual request to parishioners to pledge their
support to STM for the coming year. We ask parishioners
to do this in writing on a pre-printed pledge card. This is
not only a visible and vocal gesture of commitment to our
parish family, it is the biggest building block for our parish
budget since part of the pledge is to support the parish
ﬁnancially. New and existing programs are budgeted
against the expected income promised by your pledge. As
with any family budget, the hard part is keeping expenses
in line with income and this only comes with a clear picture
of how much money we have to work with.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR REFUGEE ASSISTANCE
Catholic Charities needs volunteers to drive refugee clients Pledge today! It is not too late to be an important
to healthcare appointments. Volunteer drivers typically pick participant in our budgeting process.
Trivia question of the month:
up clients at their homes, drive them to the appointment,
What percentage of STM parishioners PLEDGED in 2016?
and help them complete paperwork. Most appointments
a. 67%
are on weekdays in DeKalb County.
b. 45%
If any minor child at least 14 years old will be present with
c. 24%
you when assist a refugee family member, you must complete a Minor Volunteer Application and School Reference.
See next week’s bulletin for the answer!
For more information, contact Bryn Murphy at
brynelisemurphy@gmail.com.
For information on Volunteer screening, contact
cpagoria@stmga.org.

STEWARDSHIP
SECOND COLLECTION NOTICE
The second collection on May 27-28 is for the Catholic
Communications. Campaign. Your support help the CCC
connect people to Christ, here and around the world,
through the internet, television, radio, and print media.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
A special Thank You to the families and individuals who
have sent in their pledges in support of the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal. STM has met and exceeded its goal!!! Every
donation to the Appeal over our goal of $127,300 will be
returned 100% to STM. We ask for your continued support. To donate online securely please go to appeal.archatl.com.
The businesses who advertise on the back of this
bulletin make it possible to be printed at
NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them
and let them know you saw their ad here.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
Printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

“LIFE” STATUE BEING REPAIRED
The statue of the Holy family donated to STM by
Catholics for Life was vandalized recently. It is currently
being repaired and will be returned to its place as soon as
possible.

MISSIONARIES OF THE
POOR
The food shipment has arrived and cleared Jamaican
customs! Our beans and
spaghetti were packed in
these egg boxes.
Next stop...hungry tummies!

MONTHLY SOCIAL TOUCH RUGBY GAME
Every 3rd Thur of the month at 7 PM at St. Thomas More
School playing ﬁeld. Drinks afterwards at the Marlay down
the road. All levels of ﬁtness and teens to seniors
welcome. No prior experience playing Touch Rugby is
needed! Guaranteed fun! For more info contact JP & Lucy
O'Donoghue (jpandlucy@gmail.com).

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

SAVE THE DATE—
SATURDAY, JUNE 4TH
ANNUAL PENTECOST
POTLUCK DINNER

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION
St. Thomas More invites girls currently in grades 4-7 (rising
5th-8th graders) that attend STM School or are members of
STM parish to play volleyball. STM competes in the Catholic
Metro Volleyball League, and the season runs from mid-July
through early October, with 2 practices/week and matches
on Saturday mornings. No experience needed!
Registration will run from May 21-June 18 and is online at
the STM athletics website: http://
leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga (registration tab).
There is an opportunity to try on uniforms on Sun, May 21
from 11-3 PM.
PM We will hold an open gym at this time for girls
who might be interested. Additional open gyms will occur
over the summer. It is highly recommended to try on the
uniforms to ensure proper ﬁt (uniforms run small). Please
contact Mary Wagner (mbwags@gmail.com) with any
questions.
We are looking for coaches, no experience needed, if you
are interested, please contact Mary. We are in high need for
5/6th grade coaches to meet the demand for teams at
STM. We provide training and support! The adults must
have a background check and attend a Virtues class. If
they need to have a screening done or if they have done
one previously and need to check that it has not expired
they can contact Corky Pagoria at 404-378-4588 or
cpagoria@stmga.org.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
Each year the Eucharistic Congress brings together Catholics from across the archdiocese and the country to celebrate
the visible, living presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. The theme for this year’s Congress comes from the Book of Joshua
24:15, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” Come join us at the Georgia International Convention Center
on June 16th and 17th and get energized by music, inspiring talks, payer and much more! For additional information,
please visit http://congress.archatl.com/.

STARVE WARS! EPISODE II—Families Feeding Families
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative eﬀort between the Archdiocese of Atlanta’s Justice and Peace Ministries, Catholic Relief
Services, Helping Hands and the people of the Archdiocese of Atlanta. We are seeking 650 volunteers of all ages to help
pack 100,000 meals to go to the impoverished developing country of Burkina Faso in Africa.
The event will take place Friday, June 16th in Hall A at the Georgia International Convention Center in College Park.
There will be two sessions, 9:00-10:30 AM and 11:00-12:30 PM
Space is limited and online registration is required to participate. http://he lpinghands.crs.org/e ve nts/atle c/

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
We are seeking a volunteer(s) to design and make a banner that the STM delegation can carry in the processions that
will be the highlight of the Congress. For information regarding the banner speciﬁcations, go to:
http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators/procession-and-banner-speciﬁcations/. If you can help with this, please let
Marie Diebold know: mdiebold@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS

GIFT FROM THE STM CLASS OF 2017
On Wednesday, May 10, STM School had the ribbon cutting
ceremony for the 8th grade gift to the school. Their gift is the
newly remodeled outdoor classroom located to the right of
the driveway entering the school parking lot. It will be renamed the Buddy Garden. It will serve as a place for 8th
graders and their Kindergarten buddies to gather. It will also
be available as an outdoor classroom for the rest of the
school.

STM SCHOOL HUMAN LOGO

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
POPE FRANCIS’ MAY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Christians in Africa
That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus,
may give prophetic witness to reconciliation, justice, and
peace.

RETREAT AT IGNATIUS HOUSE WITH
FR. BRENT OTTO, S.J.
Fr. Brent Otto, S.J., known to many STM parishioners, will
lead a three-day retreat at Ignatius House in Sandy Springs
GA from June 1 through June 4. The theme of the retreat is:
Discerning God’s Will in My Life. Fr. Brent will help
retreatants pray and reﬂect on questions like: What is
God's desire for my life? How can I pray so as to discern
God's will in both large and small matters? What should I
look for?
Come and discover a companion in Jesus, spend time with
the God who desires to lead you to fullness of life, and start
discerning your path together with Him.
For more information on the retreat, go to:
www.ignatiushouse.org and click on “register.”
Then click on the June 1-4 retreat.

