
  

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
www.stmgaparish.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SATURDAY 9:00 am 
5:30 pm (Vigil) 

 
SUNDAY 
8:00 am 
9:30 am 

12:00 Noon 
5:30 pm 

 
MON, WED, FRI 

12:15 pm 
5:30 pm 

 
TUE & THURS 

5:30 pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 pm  

or by appointment 
 

MAY 22, 2016  |  THE MOST HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 
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MONDAY, May 23, 2016 
12:15 PM Laura Thuman † 
5:30 PM Marietta and Gene Meyers 
  
TUESDAY, May 24, 2016 
5:30 PM Mame Haile and Assefa Aboye † 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 25, 2016 
12:15 PM Aubrey Morgan 
5:30 PM Mr. Clemmons † 
  
THURSDAY, May 26, 2016 
5:30 PM Msgr Paul Fogarty 
  
FRIDAY, May 27, 2016 
12:15 PM Kellie Leigh Aldred † 
5:30 PM Thomas Mathews † 
  
SATURDAY, May 28, 2016 
9:00 AM The members of STM 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Anne Lewis 
 
Pray for those who have recently died:  
Ms. Patricia (Frances) Chopo, parishioner of STM. 
 
Pray for those recently baptized:  
Evelyn Klopotic 
Charles Callahan 
Julia Brandt 
   
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Char-
lotte Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-
4588.  In order to add a name to these lists, you 
must be either the person seeking prayers, an im-
mediate relative of the one to be remembered, or 
have the express permission of the one to be re-
membered. 
  
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will 
be mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the 
General Intercessions and will be published in the 
parish eLetter and bulletin as  soon as  possible 
after we receive the request. 
  
In addition, you may add names or special inten-
tions in the Book of Remembrance that is kept in 
the narthex.  Parishioners will remember these 
each time we gather for Eucharist.  

Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Rev. Pat Earl, S. J.,  Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Carol Palmer, Financial A dminist rator  
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Religious Education Coordinators 
Ms. Elaine Phillips 
Lifeteen    teens@stmga.org 
Religious Ed   ephillips@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Michele McHale Pickard 
EDGE    youth@stmga.org 
Adult Faith   mcp@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Joe Messina, Director of Music  & Liturgy 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Ann Dugan, Stewardship Coordinator 
adugan@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary 
mdiebold@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Vince DeSantis, Plant Manager 
vds@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Charlotte Collins, Receptionist 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Corky Pagoria, Receptionist 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Mr. Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 
 
Ms. Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School 
kdavis@stmga.org 

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the peo-
ple of St. Thomas More will remember the follow-
ing persons along with all the living and dead: 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

KEEP IN MIND 
SUNDAY BULLETIN 

Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to 
printing by 9:00 am in written form or via email to bulle-
tin@stmga.org.  

PARISH MEMBERSHIP  

We invite you to join our parish.  We will be richer for 
your presence and participation.   
On-line registration is available at: www.stmga.org.  
For more information about membership and registra-
tion, Contact Marie Diebold at: mdiebold@stmga.org, or 
404-378-4588. 

PARKING AT STM 

Plentiful off-street parking is available behind the church 
with access from W. Trinity Place.  Limited off-street park-
ing is available in front of the church with access from W. 
Ponce de Leon Ave. 

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mdiebold@stmga.org
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FROM THE PASTOR  

This week's letter is from our Parochial Vicar, Father Pat.  

ADULT EDUCATION IN THE PARISH  

Education at a Jesuit parish will  
always be a central focus. That  
central focus only intensifies when it 
is adult education. After all, it is the 
adults of a parish who effectively  
carry the parish’s identity. Whenever 
a parish summons itself to say a big 
“we”, it is the adults who must stand 
behind that “we”. Fr. Mark has  
already spoken about the Jesuit commitment to lay  
leadership in our church. That commitment comes from 
the Vatican II realization that the “Church” is the whole 
people of God and not merely a hierarchical collection of 
bishops, priests and religious being assisted by the laity. 
Lay leadership in the church is a goal based on the  
recognition of what already is. If the church is to move 
toward any shared goal, it can only do so with the  
leadership and support of its lay members. 

Adult education wants to help the members of the parish 
make an informed commitment about where the parish 
wants to move as a community of disciples. It wants to 
help members ask the question insistently put to all  
followers of Jesus: “How shall we work together to bring 
about the Kingdom of God?” Adult education intends to 
open up for us the rich resources of our Catholic  
tradition on how we can respond to that call of the  
kingdom. 

Among the resources our tradition offers us are: (1) the 
Word of God, (2) our liturgical life together, (3) spirituality 
that brings prayer and life together, and finally (4) our 
own lived lives as Catholics living, working and praying in 
the Decatur/Atlanta area. 

Any adult education program will nourish us by making 
us feel at home with the Holy Scriptures, especially the 
Gospels. But to be honest, too often we Catholics limit 
our encounter with God’s Word to Sunday Mass readings. 
There is so much more nourishment that God offers us 
through his Word. And that would be the goal of any 
scripture study program: to enable us to feed on the 
Word of God. 

Our liturgical tradition is a great glory of the Church. Here 
we act out who we are most truly and deeply – the Body 
of Christ. Unfortunately, too often we do liturgy not  
knowing why we do what we do. What a shame that we 
often do our “duty” without ever tasting the joy and  

beauty to be encountered in our Eucharistic celebrations. 
Vatican II called us all to “full, conscious and active”  
participation in the liturgy of the Church. And that would 
be the goal of any liturgy study program: to enable us to 
enter into the liturgy of the Church more fully, more  
consciously and more actively. 

Current culture sees spirituality as that special world 
where we get to find peace. The tradition of the Church 
tells us that spirituality is where prayer makes a landing in 
our everyday world. It’s where the Gospel meets our daily 
decisions and actions. In the Jesuit tradition of spirituality, 
we encounter God’s love in the loving decisions and acts 
we bring to one another. Becoming familiar with God re-
quires becoming prayerfully familiar with ourselves, en-
tering more deeply into what moves us toward and away 
from love. Through programs here at the parish and at 
Ignatius House we will work hard to make Jesuit spirituali-
ty available to members of the parish. 

The final resource we bring to the call of Christ is our-
selves – our adult selves. We are the people Christ now 
calls to build the kingdom of God. This kingdom is what 
every Eucharist sends us out on mission to accomplish. 
Any adult education program that makes us at home with 
God’s Word, helps us to enter more completely into our 
liturgy and brings us into deeper encounter with God’s 
love must also enable us to work for God’s kingdom here 
where we live. 

The lay leadership we are being summoned to is a serv-
ant leadership. Our adult education program will help us 
to become servant leaders in the parish, in our communi-
ty and our world. 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ST. THOMAS MORE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Contact: Alex Brown at 912-713-2518 or Kirsten Wehner at  
404-579-0130, or email us at thomasmore.yam@gmail.com  
Follow us: facebook.com/STMYoungAdultMinistry  
twitter.com/StThomasMoreYAM  
Instagram @stmyam  
 

ADULT EDUCATION BIBLE STUDY 
St. Thomas More Parish’s The Word Sunday Adult Bible Study. Every 
Sunday 10:40–11:50 am in the Parish Library. For more  
information, contact Jerry Pendrick at jpendrick1@yahoo.com. 
 

RENEW—TUESDAY SCRIPTURE STUDY 
A weekly Bible study with Louanne Bachner Tuesdays at 1:30 pm - 
3 pm in the STM Parish Library. 
For additional info contact Michele  McHale Pickard at 404-378-4588 
X119 
 

MEN’S EVENING OF REFLECTION 
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:30 pm in 
the Knights Room. For more information about the STM Men’s 
Evening of Reflection, contact Philip Lee at pal@philiplee .com,  
or follow us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/STMMER/. 

 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a Cath-
olic, contact Fr. Pat Earl at: pearl@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  For 
more information on the process of becoming a Catholic, go to: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Religious Education and Faith  
Formation.” 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
Perpetual Adoration  7 days/24 hours Chapel 

Rosary for Life   Sunday 10:45 am Adoration Chapel 

Holy Hour   Tuesday 6:15 pm Adoration Chapel 

Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 9:30 am Mass 

Nursery   Sunday 9:30 am & 12:00 Noon  

Adult Choir   Thursday 7:00 pm Choir Room   

    Nursery available for Adult Choir 

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
Cancer Sewing Group       First Thursdays 9:00 am St Julie Room 

More Eats        First Wednesdays  

Knights of Columbus       Second Mondays in Knight’s Room  

St Vincent de Paul       First Sundays Teacher’s Lounge 9:30 am 

Food Collection       Second full weekend of every month  

Bridge Group        Every other Wednesday 2:00 pm  

        Parish Library 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 pm - 5 pm, or by  
appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home 
or in the hospital. 
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons presenting a child 
for baptism may be required to participate in a 
short preparation program.   
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST  

EUCHARIST, AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the  
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation for 
the first time, or to be confirmed, contact Elaine 
Phillips at ephillips@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-
Pickard at mcp@stmga.org, or  
404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be  
married at St. Thomas More will be required to 
participate in a marriage preparation program.  
 
For more information on the sacraments at STM 
please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and 
Sacraments.” 
 

LITURGICAL CATECHESIS  
“The first concern…of those who prepare parish 
liturgies must be the people who form the  
assembly.  All those who gather for a given  
celebration of the Eucharist are the ministers of 
the Eucharist.  They make a life-giving celebration 
happen or they impede it.  …Every member of the 
assembly shares the ministry of the  
Eucharist.  They are the primary means of the 
presence of Christ during the celebration.  They 
form the Body of Christ, and it is Christ himself 
who ultimately offers worship to the Father, 
Christ himself who offers the sacrifice.” 
  
“We Catholics have been very aware of Christ’s 
presence under the form of bread and wine. The 
presence of Christ through the presider has long 
been recognized by the faithful.  And we are 
learning to respect the word proclaimed as Christ 
speaking to us in our own time.  But the first and 
most fundamental presence, the presence of 
Christ in the assembly itself, is all too often over-
looked.  We do not seem to be very good at  
recognizing Christ in one another.”  From  
Worshiping Well, by Lawrence E. Mick. 

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

mailto:pearl@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
mailto:mcp@stmga.org
mailto:ephillips@stmga.org
http://www.stmga.org
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DONUTS & COFFEE IN MULHERN AFTER THE 8:00 & 9:30 AM MASSES 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE 
visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.  
 
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips: 
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org  
 
EDGE contact Mrs. McP: 
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org 

TEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)  

       VBS Helpers—We have a different format this year and we need Lifeteen folks to help in all areas, especially with 
the 6th & 7th graders who will be participating.  6th & 7th grade VBS will be in an Edge meeting format, so we 
need high schoolers who can lead small groups and help with presentations.          

        Lifeteen Summer Camp—We still have room! See what the camp is all about: 
       http://lifeteen.com/camps/camp-hidden-lake/summer-camp/   Cost is $525 for the week.  Grab a friend and join us 

for the best week of your summer! July 11-16th!  All paperwork is due for both Mission Trip and summer camp. 

 
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade) 

       All paperwork is due for both Mission Trip and summer camp. 

 

PARISH GIVING 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the 
Lord. Thank you for helping St Thomas More to continue 
carrying out Christ’s Mission and Ministry. 
 
 
Parish Offertory Goal $30,288.00  
May 7-8 Offertory  $21,307.25   
Online       $8,921.15   
Total    $30,228.75    

 

Fred: "Why do elephants wear red nail polish?" 

Bob: "I don't know, why?"  

Fred: "To hide in cherry trees."  

Bob: "But I've never seen an elephant in a cherry 

tree."  

Fred: "See, it works."  

For all who work for life: 
and especially those who pray at abortion clinics, 
that God might reward them for their prayers; 
We pray to the Lord:  

STAND FOR THE RIGHT TO LIFE 

Please, join us during our public prayer vigils at the abortion facility located on Cliff Valley Way on Saturday  mornings at 
8:30 am. For info contact Aileen Barreca 404-558-3276 (Stmcathforlife@aol.com) or Jayme Caspall  jcaspall@gmail.com.    

PRAYER FOR LIFE 
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PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

VOLLEYBALL OPEN GYM AND REGISTRATION 

Volleyball registration will run from May 16-May 27 (online) 
and is held on a first come, first serve basis as team sizes 
are limited. In person registration will take place Sunday, 
May 22 from 10:30-12:30, and uniform samples will be 
available to try on. Online registration can be found at 
www.stmgaparish.org/girls-volleyball/. Please contact Mary 
Wagner (mbwags@gmail.com) with any questions. We are 
always looking for coaches, no experience needed. 

ALTAR SERVERS  

All parents of rising fourth graders interested in altar  
serving, please contact Joe Messina at jmessina@stmga.org.  
 

ATTENTION SENIOR ADULTS 

If you ride the STM bus to Mass on Saturday evenings, on 
Saturday June 4th the bus WILL NOT BE PICKING YOU UP 
FOR THE 5:30 PM MASS. 
The bus WILL PICK YOU UP SUNDAY, June 5th FOR THE 
5:30 PM MASS. 
 

CHANGE IN MASS SCHEDULE 

On Monday, May 30th (Memorial Day) the only daily mass 
will be offered at 10:00 am. 

NEED A RIDE TO THE EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS? 

If you need a ride to the Eucharistic Congress on June 4th, 
the STM bus will be available.  Departure is at 8:00 am and 
the bus will be parked on the rectory drive.  Seating is  
limited to 14 passengers.   Please email 
mdiebold@stmga.org or call 404-378-4588 x112 to reserve a 
seat. 

 

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 

Submit Your Prayer Intentions 
You are invited to submit prayer  
intentions to be included in the Healing 
Service, and the Opening and Closing  
Masses. Let us know who needs our 
prayers by visiting 
http://congress.archatl.com/sessions/
opening-mass/. 
 

ADORATION CHAPEL 

If you are scheduled for adoration on Saturdays from  
12:00 pm until 2:00 pm on May 28th the Ethiopian  
Community will be using the Adoration Chapel for mass. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 2016  

Archbishop Gregory, along with Bishop Talley and Bishop Zarama, ask that you join 
them for this year's Eucharistic Congress at the Georgia International Convention Cen-
ter, June 3rd and 4th. The theme comes from the Gospel of Luke, "Be Merciful Just As 
Your Father Is Merciful". For more information, visit http://congress.archatl.com. 
 

ARCHDIOCESE PUBLISHES “LAUDATO SI” ACTION PLAN 

 The Archdiocese of Atlanta has released its Action Plan, written by scientists at The 
University of Georgia (UGA), in response to Pope Francis’ Environmental Encyclical 
“Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home.”  This plan offers a variety of options for 
communities and churches to help reverse the threat of global climate change and  
environmental degradation, and create a more sustainable world in harmony with God.  We invite you to view this plan and 
consider ways to implement these ideas into your parish and daily life. The Action Plan is available 24-hours a day at: 
www.archatl.com. 
 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 
Do you live with the self-condemnation of abortion? Do you think there is no forgiveness? Do you live with anxiety, fear, 
panic, and depression? Good News! God desires you to be healed and whole. He wants you to be joyful again. Good News! 
We can help. Come to our next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, JUNE 24, 25, 26, 2016.  PATH (Post Abortion Treatment and  
Healing) will be facilitating a weekend long retreat where broken hearts can be rebuilt, renewed, redeemed. Give yourself 
the gift of Freedom. For more information visit our website at: www.healingafterabortion.org OR CALL: 404-717-5557. 

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ATLANTA LEADERSHIP CLASS 
We are now accepting nominations for the 2016 Catholic Charities Atlanta  
Leadership Class.  If you or someone you know is interested in participating in the 
2016 class, you can find nomination forms and sponsorship information on CCA’s  
website. For additional information, contact Julia Bacce-Moseley at 404-920-7757 or 
jbacce@catholiccharitiesatlanta.org. 
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT — THE MOST HOLY  

TRINITY SUNDAY 
“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all 
truth...”    JOHN 16:13 
 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to help us know and live the 
truth.  To prepare ourselves, we need to open our hearts to 
receive this gift before we can give it.  Develop a daily prayer 
routine to ask the Holy Spirit to help guide our thoughts 
and actions. 

STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP VISION 

Inspired by the uniqueness of our 
faith community and our response 
to God’s call, the stewardship com-
mittee strives to fulfill the Christian 
mission by sharing our time, talent 
and treasure.  Our vision is to  
involve and encourage all members 
of the parish to volunteer and sup-
port our varied ministries and be 
true disciples of Jesus Christ.  For 

more information about stewardship call Ann Dugan at  
404-378-4588. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

Traffickers are opportunistic hunters and see major sporting 
events, and the thousands of people who flock to sports 
venues, as an opportunity for huge profits with little risk of 
penalty or punishment. Human trafficking is a business, and 
traffickers will take advantage of what they perceive to be 
good business opportunities – including national and  
international sporting events.   For more information, please 
visit the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking at  
sistersagainsttrafficking.org.  

NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 & 12:00 MASSES 

The businesses who advertise on the back of this 

bulletin make it possible to be printed at  

NO CHARGE to the parish. Please support them 

and let them know you saw their ad here. 

THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL IS THURSDAY, MAY 26TH 
Thank you to our teachers for their dedication to our students all year.  
We hope all of our students, parents, teachers, and staff have a safe,  
restful summer!  

STM STUDENTS HOST EVENING OF THE ARTS 
The 2nd Annual Evening of the Arts was held on Friday, May 13, 2016. The gym was transformed into an art gallery 
that showcased many types of visual arts created by students in grades K-8.  Color Guard, Handbells, Band,  
Chorus, Dance, and the 8th grade song were performed by Middle School throughout the night.  

   IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY 
“Ignatian spirituality is grounded in the conviction that 
God is active in our world. As the great Jesuit paleontol-
ogist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin wrote: "God is not  
remote from us. He is at the point of my pen, my pick, 
my paintbrush, my needle — and my heart and my 
thoughts." The spiritual path laid out by Ignatius is a 
way of discerning God's presence in our everyday lives. 
And doing something about it.”  From www.jesuits.org/
spirituality.  

IGNATIAN SILENT RETREATS  

STM parishioners are invited to participate in two or 
three-day Ignatian silent retreats at the Ignatius House 
Retreat Center this summer.  For more information, go 
to www.ignatiushouse.org.  Click on “retreats,” and then 
on “two and three-day retreats.”  

Bill & Kristina Cossen & 
Family 
Patrick & Megan McNeil 
& Family 
Rebekah Williams 
Hector & Leslie Pineyro & 
Family 
Daniel & Claire Brimmer 
& Family 
Alison Villa 
Justin & Marissa Tables  
Janet Brooks 
 

Matt & Shannon Stewart 
& Family 
Dean & Susan Morley & 
Family 
Ed & Barbara McKeown 
Joshua & Melissa  
Johnson & Family 
Dan & Joanne Cotter 
Jim & Paul Kelly & Family 
Harrison & Wendy  
Ritchie 
Cannon & May Mason 
 

 WELCOME TO THE PARISH 


