
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
404-378-4588 

Fax 404-378-0506 
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Closed for Lunch  
12:00-12:30 PM  

 
CHAPEL HOURS 

Weekdays 9:00 AM – 6PM 
except on holidays. 

 
SCHOOL   

404-373-8456 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  

12:00 Noon & 5:30 PM 
 

MON—FRI 
5:30 PM 

 
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

10:00 AM 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
9:00 AM  

12:15 PM 
6:00 PM  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  
or by appointment 

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING 

9:30 AM and Noon Masses 

         May 26, 2019—6th Sunday of Easter 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

RSVP FOR THE VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BBQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The STM parish staff wants to thank our parishioners  
who have volunteered or helped in any way at our parish  

in the past year! Join us on Sat., June 1st for a  a BBQ dinner 
after the 5:30 PM Mass. Please bring a beverage to share. 

RSVP: bit.ly/stmbbq19 

PARISIONER REFLECTION 

See page 5 of the bulletin 
for this week’s “Caring for 
God’s Creation” reflection. 

IMMACULATA SHOP TO CLOSE 

The Immaculata Shop has been in  
business for over 60 years.  
See page 6 for details. 

FR. PAT LEAVES FOR A NEW ASSIGNMENT  

Fr. Pat will be leaving STM the end of May 
for a new assignment as Senior Priest at 
Holy Trinity parish in Washington, D.C.  Fr. 
Pat has been at STM since the Jesuits 
came to town in February 2016.  During 
his time at STM, Fr. Pat has become 
friends with many parishioners, and he 
has served us well.  We wish him the best 
in DC.  



At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St. 
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with 
all the living and dead.  We encourage parishioners to say the 
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General  
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider. 
 

Monday, May 27            Humility   
Tuesday, May 28  St. Expedite † 
Wednesday, May 29   Thomas Mathews † 
Thursday, May 30  STM    
Friday, May 31    Glory of God 

 
 
 

To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at: 
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name 
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an  
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the  
express permission of the one to be remembered. 

PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., May 27  Memorial Day—Parish office closed. 
 
Tues., May 28  Scripture Study—1:30 PM to 3:00 PM—Parish Library 
   Divorced or Separated Support Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Family Room 
    
Wed., May 29  Centering Prayer Group—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—St. Julie Room 
   Liturgy with Louanne Bachner—7:00 PM to 8:30 PM—Parish Library 
 
Thurs., May 30  S Factor lunch at Mediterranea Restaurant—10:30 AM to 2:30 PM  
 
Fri., May 31  S Factor Movie Night “A Star is Born”—6:30 PM to 9:30 PM—St. Julie Room  
        

Fr. Mark Horak, S.J., Pastor 
mhorak@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Pat Earl, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
pearl@stmga.org 
 
Fr. Tim Stephens, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
tstephens@stmga.org  
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Rey Del Valle, Religious Education Coordinator 
Rdelvalle@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Todd Hines,  Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant 
ccollins@stmga.org 
 
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant 
cpagoria@stmga.org 
 
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist 
pweaver@stmga.org  
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School 
jraymond@stmga.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Steve Carney, Chris Harvey, Richard Joseph, Jim Logan, Patti  
Paulino, Anh Phillips, Steve Siler, Mary Swartz, and Maggie  
Whitcomb 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

We invite you to join our parish community by registering as 
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at 
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of 
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and 
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory basket 
during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish offices  
during normal business hours.  

JOIN OUR PARISH 

mailto:pweaver@stmga.org


FROM THE PASTOR  

From the Pastor… 
 
Summer is upon us.  Kids have  
finished school, and several have 
graduated.  Many parishioners will 
be heading off for summer  
vacations here and there. But  
before you go, a few notes. 
 
First, I hope all of you are planning 
to attend the STM Volunteers  
Appreciation BBQ Saturday evening, 
June 1, at 6:45 PM in Mulhern Hall and courtyard.  This is a 
chance for the Jesuits and the parish staff to show our  
gratitude to parishioners who have volunteered in parish 
ministries or otherwise contributed in any way to the  
well-being of the parish during the past year.  It is also an 
opportunity for parishioners to have fun together over a 
meal and a beer or soda.  Remember—the parish is 
providing all the food through Community BBQ, and parish 
staff is serving.  There is no cost to you.  Simply bring a  
beverage to share.   
 
If you can come, RSVP at:  bit.ly/stmbbq19.     
 
It is hugely important for the life of our parish community 
that we build up natural bonds of affection and friendship 
through purely social activities.  This June 1 event is part of 
that effort. 
 
Second, this weekend is Fr. Pat’s last weekend at STM.  He 
has been asked to serve as “senior priest” at Holy Trinity 
parish in Washington, DC.  This means that he will help 
with Masses, weddings, and funerals, and will do occasional 
spiritual direction.  He’ll take a few weeks off before  
reporting to Holy Trinity to do his own annual 8-day retreat 
and a bit of vacation.  We will miss him at STM.  I encourage 
you to thank him for his service to STM these last three 
years and to wish him well him before he departs. 
 
Third, I reported this week that the Immaculata Shop will 
be closing its doors by the end of June.  Jim Shoemaker, 
who manages the Shop with the help of Roula Monsour, 
tells me that his father, Frank Shoemaker, founded the 
shop in 1958 in order to provide religious books and  
articles to Atlanta area Catholics.  The shop has been in 
continuous operation at STM since then, although in  
different locations on the property.  However, now,  
because of an increasing need for space for our parish 
school and youth faith formation programs, we need the 
space the Immaculata Shop occupies.  Jim asks  
parishioners to watch for a “going out of business” sale in 
the coming weeks. 
 
Fourth, there are a couple ministries that parishioners  
provide on Sunday mornings.  Parishioners may catch 
themselves taking these for granted, but if they ceased, 
parishioners would surely notice.  One is the Sunday  
morning nursery which cares for our youngest  
parishioners during the 9:30 AM and noon Masses.   

Mary Ann Brock has managed the nursery for several years 
with remarkable reliability and care.  But Mary Ann can’t 
care for the little ones alone; she needs help each week.  I  
encourage parishioners who are looking to do some  
service, especially those who make use of the nursery, to 
offer your service to Mary Ann.   
 
The other “indispensable” Sunday morning ministry is the 
coffee and donut operation.  Parents of small children are 
especially dependent on this ministry.  The kids make a 
beeline for Mulhern Hall as soon as Mass is over.  The  
ministry is possible largely through the efforts of Olakunle 
Oguneye and one or two regular volunteers.  If we are to 
continue this ministry, we need more families to help.  It is 
not hard or complicated work; it is a perfect opportunity 
for families to serve the parish together.  And remember: 
your donation when you take a donut or a cup of coffee 
supports our youth ministries. 
 
If you can help at the nursery, let Mary Ann Brock know.  If 
you can assist with the donut ministry, let the office staff 
know. 
 
Finally, the Parish Council is considering nominations to 
serve on the Council beginning September 1.  If you are a 
registered parishioner who has been active in the parish 
for a significant time and who is committed to the  
well-being of STM, and if you would like to serve on the 
Council, let me know. 
 
See you at the BBQ on the 1st. 
 
Fr. Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in the 
hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to death, 
but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm and in need 
of the community’s prayers and support. The anointing can 
be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at   
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons  
presenting a child for baptism may be required to  
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign up 
for classes as well as the Sacramental Information form are 
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND  

CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons   
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be required 
to participate in a marriage preparation program. For more 
information on the sacraments at STM please visit: 
www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish and 
ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend to your 
needs and offer advice on how to proceed with funeral 
planning. 
 

HOME MASSES 

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate  
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call one 
of the STM priests. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM 
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist 
in the STM chapel Mon. thru Fri. from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.  
 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 
Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15 PM 
for a Holy Hour for Life. 
 

SACRED HEART CONFRATERNITY 
This group meets the First Friday of each month for 5:30 
PM Mass with prayers afterwards.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS 

SECOND COLLECTION 
The second collection for June 1-2 will be in support of 
the Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC). Your  
support will help communicate the Gospel through 
Catholic social media activities and enrich our faith 
through Internet, television, radio, and print media. Half 
of all proceeds remain in our archdiocese and support 
local needs, so please be generous in this collection.  

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRTHRIGHT INTERNATIONAL 
Banquet celebrating the 50th anniversary of Birthright  
International, the first pro-life crisis pregnancy center in the U.S. 
The center was founded by Terry Weaver with pledges from St. 
Thomas More parishioners. Saturday, June 8th, Buckhead  
Ballroom, Atlanta Marriott Buckhead Hotel, 3405 Lenox Rd. N.E. 
Atlanta 30326. Cash bar opens at 6:30 p.m. with dinner served 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $100 per person. Self-park on property for 
$16. You can send a check to Birthright Atlanta, P.O. Box 98361, 
Atlanta 30359 or pay with credit card at birthrightofatlanta.com 
via donations tab. Deadline for reservations is May 29. For more 
information, email atlanta@birthright.org  
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR JEAN VANIER  

Join L’Arche Atlanta as we  
celebrate the life and legacy of Jean 
Vanier, L’Arche’s founder, and honor 
his work on behalf of people with 
disabilities around the world. This 
ecumenical memorial service and  
celebration dinner will be held at 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Parish (515 
Ponce de Leon Avenue, 30030) on 

Saturday, June 8. Doors open at 5:30, the memorial service  
begins at 6:00 PM, and a celebration dinner will start at 7:00 
PM. More details and RSVP at: www.larcheatlanta.org/
community-events. Please bring a cold side dish or dessert to 
share, the main dish will be provided. All are welcome to join us. 
Contact Becca Van Galder at becca@larcheatlanta.org.  
 

ANNUAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 

Friday - Saturday, June 21-22 at the  
Georgia International Convention  
Center Archbishop Gregory, Bishop  
Shlesinger, and Bishop Konzen invite you 
to join them at this year’s Eucharistic  
Congress. This year’s event features a  
Middle School track, dynamic speakers 
and lots of opportunities for spiritual  
enrichment, including Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. 
 

Be energized by music, inspired by dynamic speakers and  
fellowship with other Catholics around the archdiocese! For 
more information, please visit congress.archatl.com. 
 

MARIAPOLIS (CITY OF MARY) FAMILY RETREAT  
This retreat is held in beautiful Monteagle, Tennessee, from July 
4-7, 2019 and is organized by the Focolare Movement. Program 
and activities for all ages. If you come and join us for these few 
days, together we can experience what could happen in our day
-to-day life when listening, gift of self and sharing are at the  
basis of our relationships. For more information, email  
southregion-f@focolare.us or call 404-228-4962. Visit 
www.focolare.org/en/  

PARISH FINANCES 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

2019 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL  

We are grateful to all who have already pledged or donated to 
the 2019 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We are currently $55,000 
short of our goal, so if you have not already pledged or  
contributed, please do so. To make a pledge to this year’s  
Appeal, please visit donate.archatl.com. Be sure to designate St. 
Thomas More as your parish.  

http://www.stmga.org
mailto:atlanta@birthright.org
mailbox://C:/Users/Shelly/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/yxip9pvf.default/Mail/mail.marblesmedia.com/Inbox.sbd/STM%20Bulletin.sbd/www.larcheatlanta.org/community-events
mailbox://C:/Users/Shelly/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/yxip9pvf.default/Mail/mail.marblesmedia.com/Inbox.sbd/STM%20Bulletin.sbd/www.larcheatlanta.org/community-events
mailto:becca@larcheatlanta.org


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY) 
YAM HAPPENINGS 

YAM Volunteer Day—June 15, 9:00 AM-12 Noon  
Join us for YAM's nearly-summer service day! We'll be helping  
with some work at the L'Arche Atlanta community. L'Arche is an  
organization with communities for adults with and without  
intellectual and developmental disabilities. We're going to help  
with some outdoor painting and yard work.  
 

Afterwards we'll go to Matador Mexican Cantina for some tacos!  
Let us know that you can come here:  
http://bit.ly/YAMvolunteer19  

EARTH DAY REFLECTIONS: CARING FOR GOD'S CREATION  

We continue to celebrate Earth Day by sharing parishioner reflections in response to Pope Francis' call 
to care for God’s creation. This week, Josh Pease reflects on how the commitment  to care for the 
earth can start in the corner of our own backyard.  
 
I clearly recall moments from childhood, sitting by the ocean on family vacations, 
feeling a sense of wonder at the power and vastness of the sea. A love of the  
natural world has remained ever since. Later, I bonded with my wife, Meg, on hikes 
and runs on the trails of North Georgia. And now, with two young boys, we share a 
strong commitment to keeping them connected to the natural world as much as 
possible. 

My five-year-old asked a few weeks ago, “How do we love God?” I considered my 
son’s love of birds and plants and ducks, so I told him that any time we take care of 
God’s creation, we are loving God. That answer seemed to satisfy him, and now he 
calls himself a “bird-protector”.  

The Creed we recite in Church each Sunday describes God as “maker of Heaven 
and Earth and of all things visible and invisible.” Our brothers and sisters in the 
Orthodox Church have a daily prayer in which the Holy Spirit is described as 
“everywhere present and filling all things.” These powerful words of the Church, 
passed down through the centuries, point towards the natural world revealing to 
us something of God. Perhaps we are meant to experience God’s presence in the 
wild places, and even in the not-so-wild places of our own backyards.  

Our planet needs protection now more than ever. The most recent science  
indicates that world wildlife populations have declined 58 percent in the last 50 
years. In the United States alone, about a third of our species are at risk of  
extinction in the coming decades. A recent UN report tells us that worldwide, one 
million plant and animal species are at risk. These are staggering numbers, and 
what’s more challenging is that most of the threat is caused by human activity. 

It’s easy to feel paralyzed in the face of such overwhelming numbers—I know Meg and I did. We aren’t scientists or policy 
makers; any action seemed insignificant.  But our faith offers hope, and we have been recipients of God’s gift of creation. 
Our lives, and those of our children, are intimately bound up with that gift. We had to start somewhere. A corner of our 
yard is now a habitat for native plants, animals, and insects. We find wonder in the little things, like the Downy Woodpecker 
nest and its chirping babies. Bit by bit that corner will grow and so will we; each plant a little prayer of thanksgiving back to 
God. 

The National Wildlife Federation has wonderful resources on how to bring nature back. Imagine all of us doing our small 
part in our backyards, school yards, church yards, and workplaces. Our hands doing God ’s work, while we “seek God in all 
things.” 

https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife  

Josh Pease and sons. 

http://bit.ly/YAMvolunteer19


SCHOOL NEWS 
STM PRESENTS THE CLASS OF 2019!  

At 8th grade Graduation, Friday, May 17th, the Class of 2019 
officially became STM Alumni.  Class of 2019, you hold a  
special place in our hearts, and we love you. Your future is 
so bright! Congratulations!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STM CLASS OF 2019 GIFT 
8th grade gifted the STM Community two beautiful  
hand-painted Little Free Libraries. The one in front of the 
school will house books for lower grades, and the one in the 
back is for upper grades. As STM parent, Megan Johnson, 
prayed in her blessing of the libraries, “Words are important 
to God. The gift then, of reading, is a gift that gives us access 
to God through words.” Thank you, STM Class of 2019!  

PARISH LIFE 
THE IMMACULATA SHOP TO CLOSE  
The Immaculata Shop, which has sold religious articles to 
parishioners and other area Catholics from STM for more 
than 60 years, is closing its doors.  The shop, started by  
parishioner Frank Shoemaker in 1958 in the basement of 
the church, has been in continuous operation in three 
different locations since then.  In recent years, James  
Shoemaker, Frank's son, and Roula Monsour have managed 
the shop. 

The Shop is giving up its space to accommodate the  
expanding space needs of the school and the parish's  
religious education program. 

Watch for further notices about an upcoming "going out of 
business" sale. 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST—CONGRATULATIONS!  
Please pray for the following children who recently received 
their First Eucharist: 
 

Saturday, May 18 
Emilia Sawyer, Madeleine Ingle, Brigid Rajewski, Caitlyn 
Elmore, Emlen Carr and Grey Gilmer 
 
Sunday, May 19 
Asher Lewin, Regina Styczynski, Evan Abbott, Ana María 
Pope, Lara Sevener, Elizabeth Adams, Andrew Shaffer and 
Connor Hough 

 
PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
The parish office will be closed Sundays through August 11, 
2019. 

 

 

ANNUAL PENTECOST INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
Sat, June 8th in Mulhern Hall  
following the 5:30 PM Mass. RSVP 
in the narthex, call 404-378-4588 
or email ccollins@stmga.org. Please 
bring a dish representing your  
heritage that will serve 10-12  
people. 
 

If your last names starts with A - E 
bring: potato or vegetable sides,  
F - N bring: desserts, O - Z bring: 
salads. 
 

Myrna Hardjono's International 
Dance Troupe will preform  
traditional Bamboo Dances from the Philippines and a  
special line dance. 
 

THE CANCER SEWING GROUP 
The cancer sewing group will meet on Thursday, June 6th at 
9:00 AM in the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Cancer Home. No special skills needed. 
This will be the salad potluck luncheon. Please bring a dish 
to share. 
 

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION 
Volleyball for rising 5th through 8th grade STM girls (school 
or parish) is now open and will run through June 15th!  
Register online at leagues.bluesombrero.comstmga 
Please contact Kristy Heller at krichheller@gmail.com with 
any questions.  
 

We are also looking for coaches and assistant coaches— no 
experience is needed.  If you are interested, please contact 
Kristy Heller at krichheller@gmail.com. We will provide  
training and support.   
 

STM SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS:  MONDAY—THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

mailto:krichheller@gmail.com
mailto:krichheller@gmail.com


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

For activities, info or questions about the STM Youth visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.  
 

Contact youth@stmga.org  Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

3 NIGHT RETREAT: CALL TO PERSONAL AND GLOBAL TRANSFORMATION  
Thursday, June 6 through Sunday, June 9 at Ignatius House—Directed by Edwina Gateley   
In the midst of our violent and hurting world, we will explore how God as Lover, Healer and Seducer ever invites us to new 
possibilities and to believe in our potential to make a difference.  Through scripture and contemporary stories, we will  
explore how we are called to recognize and nurture God's presence in our world and in ourselves.  
 
This is a silent retreat. Retreatants are expected to maintain a sacred silence throughout the retreat, including at meals, 
unless otherwise noted.   
 
We want to encourage parishioners to make a retreat at Ignatius House. Scholarships may be available for registered  
parishioners. Please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org to enquire.  
 

IGNATIAN RETREATS AT STM  
In collaboration with Ignatius House, St. Thomas More will begin offering Ignatian style directed retreats beginning this fall. 
These retreats will occur “in everyday life”, meaning retreatants will commit to at least 30 minutes of prayer time each day 
at home and meet periodically with a spiritual director with whom they will share their prayer and receive suggestions for 
prayer. The next 8-day retreat will be Sept. 29-Oct. 5 ($75). We will also be offering the full Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, 
done over the course of 8 months (has specific prerequisites and requires an application). Learn more at  
stmgaparish.org/ignatianretreats  

MORE THEOLOGY CLASSES FOR FALL 
Each semester MORE Theology offers classes on theology, history, and spirituality. Registration for Fall 2019 classes opens 
August 4, 2019. Visit the parish website for more information. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—EARTHKEEPERS 
July 8-12, 2019 from 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 
The theme for 2019 is "Earthkeepers! - Caring for Our Common Home.” This program 
helps kids explore how to care for all of God’s creation. It is based on Pope Francis’  
encyclical "Laudato Si" and it includes engaging Bible stories, catchy songs, fun games, 
creative activities, yummy snacks, compelling stories, and more.  
 
STM VBS is open to all children entering K - 7th grade in the fall. Registrants do not have 
to be parishioners. We welcome all children!  
 

We invite 35 youth and 15 cleared adults to volunteer at VBS. For more information, or 
to sign up, visit the parish  
website. 
 

STM YOUTH CORE VOLUNTEERS 
Love Jesus? Love kids? Here’s an opportunity to spend time with both, starting next fall. We’re in need of several cleared 
adult (18+) chaperones for our youth program. If you’d like to explore what volunteering with youth looks like, sign up on 
the parish website to begin that conversation! We need you! 
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  (CGS) 
We are working to reimagine catechesis at St. Thomas More and move away from the traditional textbook curriculum 
and classroom model that doesn’t always meet children where they are. 
 
We plan to introduce, this fall, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  (CGS), a Montessori-based model that emphasizes  
encounter with Jesus. CGS departs from the textbook curriculum and moves towards a non-traditional classroom, where 
children lead and our faith’s principles are shared through Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s approach 
enable both catechist and catechumen to interact imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
We are looking for those who would like to act as assistants to trained CGS catechists. The time commitment would be 
filling in as needed on Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00 PM. If you are interested please contact Andy Otto at  
aotto@stmga.org or in the parish office (404-378-4588, ext. 124).  


