May 27, 2018—The Most Holy Trinity
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
10:00 AM
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
9:00 AM (School Mass)
12:15 PM
6:00 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE DURING
9:30 AM and Noon Masses

2018 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
See page 6 for details

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along with
all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to say the
names of deceased loved ones aloud during the “General
Intercessions” if invited to do so by the presider.
Monday, May 28
Tuesday, May 29
Wednesday, May 30
Thursday, May 31
Friday, April 1

Thomas Mathews †
Rose Mackel †
Franz Gurtner †
Stephen Leslie †
Joan Doyle †

Please pray for those who have died:
Helen O’Shea
Please pray for those who are sick:
Baby Christian Lopez-Llamas
Please pray for those who were baptized:
Harrison Radlmann, Katherine Jean MacNamara, John Black,
Olivia Marie Wilson and Pfeiffer Grace Yaeger
Please pray for those who received their First Eucharist:
Katherine Henry, Molly Eingurt and Kingston Deer
Pray for those who were brought into Full Communion with
the Church:
Heather Sheldon Radlmann and Paul Roeser
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte Collins at:
ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In order to add a name
to these lists, you must be either the person seeking prayers, an
immediate relative of the one to be remembered, or have the
express permission of the one to be remembered.

JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering as
a parishioner. The registration form is available online at
stmgaparish.org and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of
the church. Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and
email it to ccollins@stmga.org, drop it in the Offertory
basket during any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish
offices during normal business hours.

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Rev. Rudy Casals, S.J., Parochial Vicar
rcasals@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Andy and Sarah Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Youth Faith Formation
mcp@stmga.org
EDGE and LIFETEEN youth@stmga.org
Rey Del Valle. Religious Education Coordinator
Rdelvalle@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Aaron Daniecki, Building Maintenance Technician
adaniecki@stmga.org
Charlotte Collins, Administrative Assistant
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Administrative Assistant
cpagoria@stmga.org
Patricia Weaver, Receptionist

pweaver@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Emails for STM Business Only

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., May 29

STM Athletic Board Meeting—7:15 PM—St. Julie Room

Wed., May 30

S Factor Planning Meeting Veterans Project—11:30 AM—St. Julie Room

Thurs., May 31

Men’s Basketball—8:00 PM—Gym

Sun., June 3

Life Group Facilitator Regroup—10:30 AM—St. Julie Room
Volleyball Registration 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM—Gym

FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor…
(This piece originally appeared in
the May 20th bulletin).
Parishioners should be aware by
now that STM is well into a
planning process that will help us
timely provide the facilities and
grounds that we need to carry out
our mission to proclaim the Good
News of Jesus well into the future.
The Washington DC architecture/planning firm of Cox
Graae+Spack (CG+S) is working closely with an ad hoc
planning committee composed of 16 parishioners. The
committee is chaired by parishioners Bill Morrison, and
includes Todd Hines, our Buildings and Grounds
Superintendent, and Jerry Raymond, our school principal.
The planning process involves an assessment of the
condition and remaining life of our parish buildings,
grounds, and support systems; a determination of how
and to what extent these are presently used; identification
of zoning and other building constraints; a forecast of
future needs; and a proposed plan for providing these
facilities over time, beginning with the highest priorities.

At this point in the process, CG+S has completed the
assessment of the general condition of parish facilities and
systems. CG+S has concluded that there are
approximately 100,000 gross square feet of parish and
school facilities at present. Although these have not been
substantially renovated or expanded for quite some time,
these are generally in good condition thanks to an effective
and attentive maintenance program in past years (thanks
to Vince DeSantis and Todd Hines). Nevertheless, several
of the parish buildings and systems are approaching the
end of their projected useful life.
CG+S has completed extensive interviews with 61
“stakeholders,” that is, persons who frequently use parish
buildings and who have come to depend on them to do
ministry. These stakeholders represented 20 different
parish groups. CG+S asked them how they use parish
buildings and ground, what seems to work well, what
doesn’t work well, and what do they need to do their
ministry more effectively.
In addition, CG+S invited STM parishioners in general to
respond to a survey that asked similar questions.
Parishioners were also asked to list the three most
important buildings/facilities/issues that should be
addressed in the plan. 422 parishioners responded to the
survey request. Most identified themselves as not only
members of the parish, but also school parents. Nearly
two out of three respondents said that they have been
involved at STM for at least 6 years. 71% of the
respondents were between the ages of 31 and 55 years.

When CG+S analyzed the results of the stakeholder
interviews and the parishioner survey, they found a pretty
clear consensus that four buildings/issues need to be
addressed above all others: 1) the school (e.g., centralize
school facilities in a single building, increase the size and
quality of learning spaces and administrative offices, and
provide space for a new pre-school program); 2) meeting
and office space (e.g., increase the number and variety of
meeting spaces, and provide large gathering spaces with
improved kitchen facilities); 3) the church (e.g., make
improvements to the church interior and increase church
capacity); and 4) parking (e.g., increase the number and
better locate parking spaces relative to building entrances).
CG+S has determined that, in order to meet these
identified needs, the non-school space needs to be increased
by almost 25% from 36,300 sq. ft. to 43, 300 sq. ft. Most of
this increase is increased meeting and gathering spaces for
parish functions. CG+S projects a need for an increase in
school-related space almost 25% from 62,000 sq. ft. to 78,100
sq. ft.. More significant than increasing this space is
consolidating it in a single building or building cluster.
Now that planners and parishioners have helped CG+S
identify the areas of greatest need, the next step in the
planning process is for CG+S to develop different concept
plans – not detailed architectural drawings – that will allow us
to consider and evaluate several ways of meeting these
needs. The stakeholders and the Planning Committee will
be closely involved in this evaluation. Once a preferred
scheme is identified, parishioners in general will again be
brought into the planning process to provide feedback.
We are still far from settling on a final plan, and even
farther from the first phases of construction, but we are
moving forward.
Fr. Mark

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM

Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.

Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed Eucharist in
the STM chapel Mon. thru Sat. from 9:00-5:30 PM.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact Charlotte Collins at
ccollins@stmga.org or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact Michele McHale Pickard at
mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact Andy Otto at
aotto@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

HOME MASSES

If you would like to have one of the priests celebrate
Eucharist in your home for your family and friends, call
one of the STM priests.

MY
PARISH
APP
PARISH
FINANCES
SECOND COLLECTION
June 10 STM St Vincent de Paul
June 17 Mission Cooperative

PLEASE BE GENEROUS TO STM
We are approaching the end of the current fiscal year.
Please give generously to our Sunday Offertory
collection so that we can meet our budget. Thank you.

Parishioners gather each Tuesday in the chapel at 6:15pm for a
Holy Hour for Life.

MORNING OF REFLECTION: FOR YOUR CHILDREN'S
SAKE

June 6 9:00 AM –12 noon, Directed by Deborah Garrard
"For Your Children's Sake" is a discussion of mind-body-spirit
nutrition with Eating Psychology Coach and founder of Bee Well
Serve Well, Deborah Garrard.
Childcare is available for this morning program at no cost. If
you wish to register your child/children, please email Sarah
at sotto@ignatiushouse.org with details of names, ages and if
there are any allergies.
Space is limited! Register at ignatiushouse.org.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
STM SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

The STM Social Justice Committee is seeking new members. The
Committee is charged with developing the parish’s
annual social justice program, including education and advocacy
activities, and recommending the dispersal of the parish’s social
justice tithe. Interested persons should email Fr. Mark at:
mhorak@stmga.org.

YAM (YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY)
SAVE THE DATES




June 10: El Refugio Service Event
July 18: Tapping into Theology with Sister Mary Priniski
July 28: Habitat for Humanity Build Day

RCIA NEWS
RCIA INQUIRER SESSIONS
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? Or simply would like
to learn more about the Catholic faith? RCIA may be right for
you! RCIA Inquirer sessions take place on June 17, July 1, July 15,
and July 29, at 10:45 AM in the St. Julie Room. If you have any
questions, please contact the RCIA Directors at rcia@stmga.org.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Ministry tab.
Contact Mrs. McP 404-378-4588 x 119 or youth@stmga.org Sunday AM Religious Education contact Rey Delvalle—
404-378-4588 x121 or rdelvalle@stmga.org

THANK YOU STM KNIGHTS!

A HUGE thank-you to STM' Knights of Columbus who braved the sudden downpour on Sunday to cook burgers and hot
dogs for our youth group this past Sunday. Knights ROCK!

ATTENTION PARENTS OF RISING COLLEGE FRESHMAN

Got a newly minted rising college freshman? STM MORE youth wants to know where they are going to school in the fall.
We plan to send them some goodies before their first college fall semester finals. Visit the parish website (under Youth
News on the home page) to let us know.

STARVE WARS! SERVICE EVENT

June 1, 2018 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
STARVE WARS! is a collaborative effort between the Archdiocese of Atlanta's
Justice and Peace Ministries, Catholic Relief Services, Helping Hands and the
people of the Archdiocese of Atlanta. We are seeking 650 volunteers of all ages to
help pack 100,000 meals to go to the impoverished developing country of
Burkina Faso in Africa. The event will take place Friday, June 1st at the Georgia
International Convention Center in College Park. There will be two sessions, 9:0010:30 AM and 11:00 AM -12:30 PM, both taking place in Hall A of the Convention
Center. The organizers are encouraging ordained clergy and clergy in formation
to join us for either or both sessions. https://congress.archatl.com/schedule/

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY 9-13

Registration is now open for STM’s 2018 Vacation Bible School. Children participate each day from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM.
Activities will take place on the STM grounds both inside and outside. Camp is open to
all children entering K - 7th grade in the fall. Registrants do not have to be parishioners.
Visit the parish website to register your children or to volunteer.
We need teen and adult helpers to make this camp a success. Email:
rdelvalle@stmga.org with any questions.
The theme this year is "Marvelous Mystery: The Mass Comes Alive!"
This program has been especially designed to help the Mass come alive for your child
(ren)! During the week, your children will come to better understand the Catholic Mass
and deepen their love and appreciation for Jesus in the Eucharist.

CONGRATULAITONS TO OUR YOUTH
STM School recently held a Spring Awards
Ceremony. The "Doing More for Others"
Award was given to STM Middle School
students who were exceptional in their
kindness and compassion and their zeal to
do more for others.
Left to Right: Nia Givens. Francesca Raggi. Bella
Perez. Sean Leonard. Zoe Scott. Devin Smith.

PARISH LIFE
FR. RUDY TO LEAVE STM FOR A NEW
ASSIGNMENT

Fr. Rudy, who has served STM as an assistant
pastor since last summer, will leave STM in
mid-June to take up a new assignment
promoting vocations to the Society of Jesus.
He will work out of New York. Fr. Rudy will
preside at all the weekend Masses on June
16-17 so that he can thank STM parishioners
and say goodbye.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP STARTING SOON

STM will offer a new grief support group with the purpose
of providing mutual support to persons who have suffered
some sort of significant loss in their lives and who are
grieving that loss. The group will be open to STM
parishioners, both male and female. The group will meet
once a month on the first Monday of every month in the
Family Room at STM beginning on June 4, 2018. Meetings
will be held from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM. The meeting will be led
by parishioner, Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a professional
counselor/therapist with a specialty in individual and
couples therapy.

FR. PAT EXPECTED BACK AT STM IN JULY

and concerns.

Fr. Pat Earl, who has been away from STM
since January for foot surgery and rehab,
writes that he is progressing as expected,
and that he hopes to return to STM and
resume his duties sometime in mid-July. He
sends his regards to all parishioners and
staff, and thanks you for your prayers, notes,

SUNDAY NURSERY

Every week, twelve months a year, our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including all 4 yr olds,
some of whom may be enrolled in Religious Educ., held
between the 9:30 & noon masses) The Nursery is available
during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open 15
minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren) join
us each week! You can focus on mass while they have fun
and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway
by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available;
Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net.

COMMUNITY NEWS
2018 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

We will gather as a community from all over Georgia and the Southeast in Eucharistic Adoration of our Lord from June 1
– 2, 2018. On Friday, June 1 the Congress kicks off with Starve Wars service event and Opening Mass, followed by
opportunities to attend the Healing Service, Revive track, Eucharistic Prayer, or Francophile Track. On Saturday, June 2,
the day begins with a powerful Eucharistic Procession followed by many guest speakers and time to explore the
Exhibition Hall. There are also tracks for children and teens as well as other languages. For more info, visit
archatl.com/events/2018-eucharistic-congress/

CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST. ANN TO BE SET ON “FIRE”

The Catholic Church of St. Ann in Marietta, Ga. will be set ablaze
when they host Jesus’ Fire!, a retreat on Receiving and Living the
Full Anointing of the Holy Spirit, presented by “Catholics Living in
The Spirit”, June 22-24. Four speakers will include international
evangelist and healing ministers Fathers Peter Mary Minh Bui
and Father James Blount SOLT. Jesus’ Fire! is open to the public
and begins Friday evening at 7:00 PM through 1:00 PM Sunday.
The entire weekend is only $35 per person, or an entire family
for only $69. Special hotel rates have been arranged for out of
town travelers.
A special Mass followed by a Healing and Miracle Service
Saturday night from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and is OPEN AND
FREE. For more details contact the website at www.atlccr.org or contact Marlene Lee-Seaton, Event Coordinator.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE - A NEW IGNATIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

St Thomas More is pleased to debut a new marriage
preparation program called Fall In Love , Stay In Love .
The title is inspired by a prayer attributed to former
Jesuit superior general Pedro Arrupe SJ. Beginning in
September, and offered three times per year, this
4-week program will be available to any couple
preparing for marriage. Drawing from the wisdom of
the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, the program will
invite couples to consider their own relationship
together with the person of Jesus who is calling them to
an ever deeper friendship and the mission to share
God’s love with the world. Through presentations by
witness couples and in-class and at-home couple
exercises, weekly evening sessions will emphasize
communication, intimacy, commitment, discernment, and values, as well as tools, rituals, and practices that will aid
couples in their marriage together. For more information and to register please contact Andy and Sarah Otto at
aotto@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
STM CLASS OF 2018 GIFT

The 8th grade class made a donation to The Good Shepherd School in Haiti. The class donation combined with a matching
gift from the PTO purchased 4 large school desks. In addition, our 8th graders wrote letters to the 8th graders at Good
Shepherd and sent a care package of playground equipment. The letters and donations were well received by the
students of Good Shepherd! They even received some letters back from the students thanking them for their letters and
gifts. What started out as a charitable donation pleasantly transformed into even more and we are so proud of our kids
for their service.

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION

Registration is now open for rising 5th-8th graders that either attend STM school or who are parishioners of STM parish.
STM competes in the Catholic Metro Volleyball League (CMVL), and the season runs from August through early October,
with two practices per week and matches on Saturday mornings. No experience is needed! We will hold open gyms over
the summer to give players ample time to get acquainted with the sport if they aren’t already.
Registration will run until June 14th. Register online at the STM athletics website:
leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga (registration tab).
We are looking for assistant coaches - no experience is needed. If you are interested, please contact Kristy Heller at
krichheller@gmail.com. We will provide training and support.

