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SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
404-378-4588
Fax 404-378-0506
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch
12:00-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

Congratulations to the St. Thomas More Class of 2017. We are so proud of them
and wish God's blessings upon them in high school and always!

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:00 Noon
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
5:30 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY AVAILABLE 9:30 &
12:00 MASSES

Members of STM's RCIA program (who are also members of YAM!) have
lunch after volunteering at 7 Bridges in Atlanta on Saturday, May 20th.
RETREAT AT IGNATIUS HOUSE WITH FR. BRENT OTTO, S.J.
Fr. Brent Otto, S.J., known to many STM parishioners, will lead a three-day
retreat at Ignatius House in Sandy Springs GA from June 1 through June
4. The theme of the retreat is: Discerning God’s Will in My Life.
For more information on the retreat, go to: www.ignatiushouse.org and
click on “register.” Then click on the June 1-4 retreat.

Monday, May 29th There will be one daily Mass at 10:00 AM

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Rev. Mark Horak, S. J., Pastor
mhorak@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the people of St.
Thomas More will remember the following persons along
with all the living and dead. We encourage parishioners to
say the names of deceased loved ones aloud during the
“General Intercessions” if invited to do so by the
presider.
MONDAY, May 29 Thomas Mathews †
TUESDAY, May 30 Angela Laughter
WEDNESDAY, May 31 Michele McHale-Pickard
THURSDAY, June 1 Mary Cullen †
FRIDAY, June 2 Patricia Ann Spencer †
PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK
Nan Paterniti
PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Tom Paterniti
CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO HAVE
RECENTLY MADE THEIR FIRST EUCHARIST
Mary Brewster
Ellie Santivasci
To add a name to these prayer lists, contact Charlotte
Collins at: ccollins@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. In
order to add a name to these lists, you must be either the
person seeking prayers, an immediate relative of the one to
be remembered, or have the express permission of the one
to be remembered.
The names on the list of the sick and the dead will be
mentioned aloud at Sunday Masses during the General
Intercessions and will be published in the parish eLetter and
bulletin as soon as possible after we receive the request.
In addition, you may add names or special intentions in the
Book of Remembrance that is kept in the narthex
Parishioners will remember these each time we gather for
Eucharist.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wed May 31 S Factor Road Trip
Thurs June 1 Cancer Sewing Salad Potluck
Luncheon
9:00 AM St Julie Room
Sat June 3
Pentecost Potluck
6:30 PM Mulhern Hall
Sun June 4 RCIA Information
10:30 AM St. Julie Room

Rev. Pat Earl, S. J., Parochial Vicar
pearl@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Elaine Phillips, Co-Director of Religious Ed
Lifeteen teens@stmga.org
Religious Ed ephillips@stmga.org
Michele McHale Pickard, Co-Director of Religious Ed
EDGE youth@stmga.org
Adult Faith mcp@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Marie Diebold, Parish Secretary
mdiebold@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Charlotte Collins, Receptionist
ccollins@stmga.org
Corky Pagoria, Receptionist
cpagoria@stmga.org
Jerry Raymond, Principal, STM School
jraymond@stmga.org
Karyl Davis, Financial Administrator, STM School
kdavis@stmga.org
Shelly and Shon Staﬀord, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
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JOIN STM PARISH
We invite you to join our parish community by registering
as a parishioner. By registering, you declare your intention
to participate actively and meaningfully in our parish by
worshiping with us at Sunday Eucharist as often as
possible, by participating in our parish programs and
ministries, by doing service in your neighborhood, and by
ﬁnancially supporting the parish as much as your means
allow. By registering, you also enable us to be of greater
service to you and to your family.
The registration form is available online at stmgaparish.org
and in the pamphlet racks in the narthex of the church.
Complete the form and mail, fax, or scan and email it to
mdiebold@stmga.org, drop it in the Oﬀertory basket during
any Sunday Mass, or bring it to the parish oﬃces during
normal business hours.

FROM THE PASTOR
This week's "From the Pastor"
is an essay written by Liam
Murphy, an eighth grader at
St. Thomas More School who
graduated with his classmates
last weekend. Liam will
continue his education at St.
Plus X High School.
Faith Journey Through STM
Does God listen to me? Does He love me? Is He real?
All questions that we ask as kids. As kids, we are seen
as innocent and harmless, but yet we still ask these
complex questions that adults struggle with. In religion class we are taught that God does listen, He
does love, and He is real. But those are questions
that we have to answer for ourselves, not ones that a
teacher can answer for us. As we get older, we learn
not only the answers to these questions but how to
grow deeper in our relationship with God. At STM we
are taught, especially in middle school, how much
God loves us and that we should strive to grow in
relationship with him. During my 3 years in middle
school, I have noticed overall themes that each grade
has focused on. In 6th grade, with Mr. C., we learned
about the history of our faith and about the Old
Testament. In 7th grade, with Mr. S., we focused on
the daily mass readings and how they connected to
getting rid of our personal agenda. Then in 8th grade
we were introduced to the Daily Examen. The Examen
prayer encompassed all of these themes. The
Examen helps us grow in our faith by analyzing God’s
presence in the past 24 hours. Now that I am older, I
realize that if I was introduced to this prayer earlier in
my life, my relationship with God would be much
stronger. There have been several important
moments in my life that have led to this overall faith
journey.
In kindergarten, we had 8th Grade buddies. At that
time we didn’t realize that God was working through
us. Now, as an 8th grader, I realize that through my
kindergarten buddy, God works through us in many
ways. My kindergartener shows love and joy every
time I see him. He spreads love through his happiness, innocence, and joy. I have learned that God
works through love. I see God’s love through these
little interactions with my Kindergartener. This has
also taught me how to be aware of God’s presence
throughout my day.

One of the biggest inﬂuences in my faith life today
was the 8th Grade Retreat. This retreat really brought
our class together as one family. All of the teachers
comment about how this is one of their favorite
classes over the years. The reason for that is because
we are all so close. We have our ups and downs. But
in the end, we get along really well. The 8th Grade
Retreat taught me how many things we take for
granted. It opened my eyes to the bigger things in life.
Not our phones. Not Snapchat. Not liking every post
on Instagram. But friendship and community with one
another. That’s what is most important..
One of the most meaningful gospels that I have read
was the Lazarus gospel. This gospel really helped me
with the whole notion of choice and choosing
between light and dark. We always have a choice
between good actions and bad actions. This gospel
taught me the importance of making good choices.
The Lazarus gospel has helped me so much through
my faith journey and especially through my teenage
years.
The next step in my life is high school, at St. Pius.
Lately I have been questioning if I’m ready for high
school. But I have come to realize that I am deﬁnitely
ready. STM has prepared me in so many ways. My
faith life, education, knowledge...have all grown
because of STM. I believe that my faith will continue
to grow at St. Pius. So what’s next? What will high
school lead me to? What will I experience? Whatever
happens, I know that God will be right by my side,
guiding me the whole way.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays from 4 PM - 5 PM, or by appointment.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or inﬁrm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
presenting a child for baptism may be required to
participate in a short preparation program. Links to sign
up for classes as well as the Sacramental Information
form are available under Baptisms on the website.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST, AND
CONFIRMATION
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the ﬁrst time, or to be
conﬁrmed, contact Elaine Phillips at e philips@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588.
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact Michele McHale-Pickard
at mcp@stmga.org, or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons
desiring to be married at St. Thomas More will be
required to participate in a marriage preparation
program. For more information on the sacraments at
STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and click on “Worship
and Sacraments.”
FUNERALS
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and oﬀer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.
LITURGY NOTES—
The end of Matthew’s gospel summarizes for us the very
meaning of why we are baptized:
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20).
The purpose of baptism is neither to become a
member of a community nor to get to heaven. The
purpose of Christian initiation is “to bring us, the faithful of
Christ, to his full stature and to enable us to carry out the
mission of the entire people of God in the Church and in
the world” (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. No. 2)
We are given that mission at the end of every
Eucharist: Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord,
glorifying the Lord by your life. Therefore, let us stop
looking up at the sky for Christ, or keeping ourselves
locked up in the safety of our churches, meeting rooms,
and programs. Let us go out into the world, into our
neighborhoods, wherever there are people wounded or in
need. Let us heal their wounds and give them hope as
Jesus did, and teach them to do the same. When we do
that in Christ’s name, we will fulﬁll the purpose of our
baptism.
Diana Macalintal….GIA Quarterly

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
RCIA NOTES
For those wishing more information on the RCIA process,
those returning to the practice of the Catholic faith, those
currently in another Christian denomination and thinking
about coming into the Catholic Church and those not
currently active in any faith tradition ( Christian or not),
these informal information sessions are for you!
Do you feel called to journey along with those who have
expressed a desire to join the Catholic Church? Please
consider a role as a RCIA sponsor. Come to a meeting and
learn more.
RCIA information sessions:
Sunday June 25th 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday July 23rd 10:30-11:45 AM
Sunday August 27th 10:30-11:45 AM
All sessions will meet in the St. Julie room in the parish
oﬃces.

IT’S RCIA CLASS REUNION TIME!
If you’ve been through the RCIA process or acted as a
Sponsor (or both!) in the past, come join us to celebrate
and discuss where you are now, how we can continue to
walk with you and ideas you may have about the process.
Sunday August 13th 3 PM-5 PM
We’ll meet in the St. Julie Room & STM parish library.

GOSPEL ACTIVITIES FOR YOUR CHILDREN THIS
SUMMER
If you are looking for great ways to share the Sunday
readings with children over the summer, here are
two free resources that include activities, and discussion
starters to help families prepare for Sunday Mass:
Catholic Mom -Gospel coloring pages and worksheets
http://catholicmom.com/kids/catholic-gospel-coloringworksheets-sunday-mass/
Sunday Connection by Loyola Press- Family activities and
gospel reﬂections
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/
sunday-connection

STM YAM (YOUNG ADULTS)
Thank you all for your survey responses for our service day
this summer. Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 15 for
our next big STM YAM service event!
event More details to follow
closer to the day.
Questions?
Contact Kathryn Edwards: kathryn.w.edwards@gmail.com
Join young adults across the diocese at
the Archdiocese of Atlanta Eucharistic
Congress. This year's congress will be
held from June 16-17, and STM YAM will
be bringing a group to the young adult
track: Revive!
Friday, June 16th - 7:30 PM Contact
Thomas Idzik for more
details:: thomas.idzik@gmail.com

YOUTH AND TEEN MINISTRY
For activities, info or questions about the STM Life Teen or EDGE visit: stmgaparish.org & click on the Youth Programs.
Life Teen contact Mrs. Elaine Phillips:
404-378-4588 X 126, teens@stmga.org

EDGE contact Mrs. McP:
404-378-4588 X 119 or youth@stmga.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 1010-14, 2017
• Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
LIFETEEN HAPPENINGS (9th to 12th grade)
• Eucharistic Ministers—If you have been Conﬁrmed, you are eligible to become an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Eucharist (EM). Please email Elaine (te e ns@stmga.org) if you are interested in becoming an EM and I will set up a
training for you. Rising 8th graders and older can sign up on the parish website to volunteer at VBS this summer.
EDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (6th to 8th grade)
• June 1st-—Deadline for Steubenville Atlanta www.SignUpGe nius.com/go/508044ca9ab29a31-steubenville

SOCIAL JUSTICE

1) direct service, 2) advocacy, 3) ﬁnancial support, and
4) parishioner education.

Current members of this parish committee are: Greg
Catholic Charities needs volunteers to drive refugee clients Amoroso, Jen Dalmy, Tanya Frazee, Jim O'Callahan, Gigi
to healthcare appointments. Volunteer drivers typically pick O'Shea, and Robert Weaver.
up clients at their homes, drive them to the appointment,
RESOURCES ON REFUGEE CARE
and help them complete paperwork. Most appointments
STM is deeply involved in resettling a refugee family from
are on weekdays in DeKalb County.
the Central African Republic. Parishioners may want to
If any minor child at least 14 years old will be present with
volunteer to help with this service. If so, contact Bryn
you when assist a refugee family member, you must comMurphy at bryne lise murphy@gmail.com or Jen Dalmy at
plete a Minor Volunteer Application and School Reference. jen.gossett@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR REFUGEE ASSISTANCE

For more information, contact Bryn Murphy at
brynelisemurphy@gmail.com.
For information on Volunteer screening, contact
cpagoria@stmga.org.

DR. LEOPOLD BOURGOUIN THANKS STM PARISH
Dr. Leopold Bourgouin, the Medical Director at the St.
Vincent de Paul clinic in Grand Bois, Haiti spoke to the St.
Thomas More parishioners at the 9:30 and 12:00 Masses
on Sunday, May 14th
thanking them for their
support of the ServeHAITI
ministry. Dr. Leopold was
especially grateful for the
recent gift of a new X-Ray
and EKG machine. He
said that both had been
broken for over one year
and he was grateful to be
able to have such basic
medical equipment in
caring for the people of
Grand Bois. He said we
are all God's people and
appreciated how as
Christians the people of
St. Thomas More are willing to help those they have never even met. For more
information about ServeHAITI go to www.se rve haiti.org

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Several parishioners who are particularly committed to
doing social justice work within the parish serve on the
parish's Social Justice Committee. This Committee is responsible for developing and overseeing a coherent social
justice program for the parish that includes four elements:

If parishioners simply want to learn more about this issue
and how they might help in other ways, go to the Jesuit Refugee Service (North America) website at: www.jrsusa.org,
or the Jesuit Refugee Service (International) website at:
en.jrs.net.

STEWARDSHIP
FROM STM BUSINESS MANAGER
To pledge or not to pledge – The answer to last week’s
question. What percentage of STM parishioners PLEDGED
in 2016?
a. 67%
b. 45%
c. 24%
The answer is C. 24%
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
A special Thank You to the families and individuals who have
sent in their pledges in support of the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal. STM has met and exceeded its goal!!! Every donation to the Appeal over our goal of $127,300 will be returned
100% to STM. We ask for your continued support. To
donate online securely please go to appeal.archatl.com.

YOUR ASSISTANCE PLEASE
When you write a check to donate for a second collection
please don’t combine your donations in one check
(oﬀertory and 2nd collection or diﬀerent 2nd collections). It
is helpful if you write a separate check for each donation
(especially for the SVDP Society). It is ﬁne to write one
check to cover multiple weeks of oﬀertory.

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Deadline for bulletin notices is Friday the week prior to
Printing by 9:00 AM in written form or via email to
bulletin@stmga.org.

background check and attend a Virtues class. If they need
to have a screening done or if they have done one previously and need to check that it has not expired they can
contact Corky Pagoria at 404-378-4588 or
cpagoria@stmga.org.

“LIFE” STATUE BEING REPAIRED
The statue of the Holy family donated to STM by
Catholics for Life was vandalized recently. It is currently
being repaired and will be returned to its place as soon as
possible.

SUNDAY NURSERY
Every week, twelve months a year,
year our Sunday Nursery is
open for ages 3 months – preschool (including 3 yr olds no
longer enrolled in Religious Education) The Nursery is available during our 9:30 AM and 12:00 noon masses. We open
15 minutes before each mass. Please have your child(ren)
join us each week. You can focus on mass while they have
fun and play in a safe place! Nursery accessed through hallway by Family Room. Volunteer opportunities always available. Archdiocese security clearance required and provided.
Questions? Contact our Nursery Coordinator: Mary Ann
Brock 404-520-9915 dmabrock@bellsouth.net

VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION
St. Thomas More invites girls currently in grades 4-7 (rising
5th-8th graders) that attend STM School or are members of
STM parish to play volleyball. STM competes in the Catholic
Metro Volleyball League, and the season runs from mid-July
through early October, with 2 practices/week and matches
on Saturday mornings. No experience needed!
Registration will run until June 18 and is online at the STM
athletics website: http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/stmga
(registration tab). Please contact Mary Wagner
(mbwags@gmail.com) with any questions.
We are looking for coaches, no experience needed, if you
are interested, please contact Mary. We are in high need for
5/6th grade coaches to meet the demand for teams at STM.
We provide training and support! The adults must have a

THE CANCER SEWING GROUP
The cancer sewing group will meet on Thursday, June 1st
at 9:00 AM in the St Julie Room to sew pads for the Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home. No special skills
needed. This will be the salad potluck luncheon.

ANNUAL PENTECOST INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
Sat, June 3rd Mulhern Hall following the 5:30 PM Mass
RSVP in the narthex, call 404-378-4588 or email
ccollins@stmga.org. Please bring a dish representing your
heritage that will
serve 10-12 people.
A TO G
Sides
H TO M
Desserts
N TO Z
Salads
Entertainment will be provided by Myrna Hardjono’s
International Dance Troupe.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LEADERS NEEDED!
Adult Volunteer Leaders are needed - WE NEED YOU to
make this a success! Your child attends FREE of charge if you
volunteer to be a leader. Rising 8th graders and older can
also sign up to be helpers. Sign up on the parish web site or
contact Elaine Phillips for more info ephillips@stmga.org.
The camp is July 10-14th 9:00 AM- 12:00 noon for rising
Kindergarten through rising 7th grade.

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
The Archdiocesan Eucharistic Congress will be held June 16-17, 2017 at the Georgia International Convention Center.
Altar servers are still needed for the closing Mass on Saturday, June 17, at 5pm. If you are an STM server and would like to
help, please contact Patricia DeJarnett, Oﬃce for Divine Worship at pdejarnett@archatl.com.
For more information about the Congress, please visit http://congress.archatl.com/ or call 404-920-7340.

FIRST COMMUNICANTS PROCESSIONS
Processions for the First Communicants at this year’s Eucharistic Congress are Saturday, June 16th at the morning Benediction and Saturday evening Mass. Children in their First Communion attire should be dropped oﬀ by a parent or guardian in the hallway between Hall A and the Spanish Suite, between 8:00 – 8:25 AM for the morning and between
4:30 – 4:55 PM for the evening. For more information, please visit https://congress.archatl.com/coordinators/ﬁrstcommunicants/ or call 404-920-6800.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2017 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
We are seeking a volunteer(s) to design and make a banner that the STM delegation can carry in the processions that will
be the highlight of the Congress. For information regarding the banner speciﬁcations, go to:
http://congress.archatl.com/coordinators/procession-and-banner-speciﬁcations/. If you can help with this, please let
Marie Diebold know: mdiebold@stmga.org.

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2017
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory would like to honor couples married in 1967 and 1957 with an invitation to a Golden/
Diamond Wedding anniversary Mass on Saturday, October 7th, at St. Brigid Catholic Church. A reception will follow the
Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please go to http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to RSVP
for this event and for additional information.

SCHOOL NEWS
STM SCHOOL THIS SUMMER
During the summer months there will be lots of work being done in STM School. There
are repairs to be made, classrooms to be painted, ﬂoors to be waxed, carpets to be
cleaned, etc. Principal Jerry Raymond will be in the school oﬃces most days during the
months of June and July preparing for the opening of the 2017-18 school year. STM
School oﬃce hours during the summer months are 9:00 AM -1:00 PM Monday through
Thursday. The oﬃce will be closed July 3 through7.
Photo taken from a drone high over the STM ﬁeld

PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT STM
Persons are welcome to pray before the exposed
Eucharist in the STM chapel Monday through Saturday
from 9:00 AM till 5:30 PM.

POPE FRANCIS’ MAY PRAYER INTENTIONS
Christians in Africa
That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful
Jesus, may give prophetic witness to reconciliation,
justice, and peace.

This Teen Retreat is directed by Sarah and Andy Otto
who both received their masters at Boston College
School of Theology and
Ministry. They've enjoyed
ministering together in a
variety of capacities: writing
a blog for Busted Halo, giving
workshops and classes
throughout their Diocese,
and living onsite at a Newman Catholic Center while
ministering to young adults.
Ignatian spirituality has been
a foundational part of their
own journey and they love
sharing it with more people.

